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We re-opened on March 26, 2022 - Saturdays only for now, from 9:30 a.m. to noon! Hope
to see you all again soon - it’s been a long two years.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends,
The NVDHS re-opened on Saturday, March 26, 2022. During the transition period we will
open every Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon only. Our plan is to return to full
operating hours. We will announce our Tuesday re-opening in the near future.
This newsletter includes an interview with Mrs. Jean (Bonathon) Rickard who will have a
100th birthday celebration in 2022, an article on Mr. Jack Gordon who recently passed
away and was a great supporter of the NVDHS, an article on the Rudell House and an article from a 1958 travel
guide on the Village of Newcastle. I would encourage our members and friends to provide suggestions on
articles that you would like to see in future newsletters.
Our Instagram, Facebook, email, and website are updated regularly and we know that you enjoy our posts and
updates. We update our social media accounts regularly and always include interesting information. I believe
that our digitization project and social media communications will be a large part of the future of our Society.

We continue to respond to all requests for information on the history of
Newcastle and District. Our database is extensive and many of our
directors and volunteers are very knowledgeable about Newcastle
history. If you have a question about the history of Newcastle and
District, please contact us.
Any information that adds to our database is important. We are
fortunate to receive donations of interesting artifacts and articles that
are relevant to Newcastle history. We are a safe and secure location for
artifacts and documents that tell the story of our village and surrounding
area. Our curators continually review donations of documents, and
artifacts related to the history of Newcastle and District. Our mandate is
to preserve history related to our community and surrounding areas.
Our digitization project continues, and we have been fortunate to
receive many generous donations from our business community,
government as well as personal donations. We are a registered charity
and will issue an official donation receipt for all donations. You can
donate on-line through our website. (newcastlehistorical.ca). All monies
received will be used in continuing our digitization project. Our goal is to
digitize all documents and artifacts under the stewardship of our Society
and to allow access to our historical information to everyone. Our goal is
to preserve this information forever. We will be hiring a student during
the summer of 2022 to continue the work that has been ongoing during
the past few years.
Our plans for 2022 include participation in the July 1 “Cornerstone”
celebration (100th anniversary of the laying of the Community Hall
cornerstone), an August Victorian tea party event, the Orono Fair
(second weekend in September), and other Newcastle events that are in
various stages of planning (Harvest Festival, Santa Claus Parade etc.) Of
course, Remembrance Day is always an event that the NVDHS supports
and include special tributes to our local Veterans.
A huge thank you to our Board and volunteers. They continue to
investigate historical information, update social media, balance the
books, research information, publish and deliver monthly newsletters
etc. They are terrific.
Also a big thank you to all of our stakeholders. Without your support we
would not function.
And finally - a warm welcome to our newest board member, Fred Kimball
Graham. Fred has deep Newcastle roots and we look forward to his
participation on the board. A short bio is included in this newsletter.
I look forward to seeing you all soon,
Thomas Wallace

Upcoming Events
Genealogy for
Beginners
Thursdays, March 31 - May
19, 2022, 1:30 to 3 p.m., with
Sher Leetooze
Zoom classes from A Gift of
Art. For more information,
see agiftof-art.com/

NVDHS 1890s
Garden Party
August 2022 - stay tuned for
details!

Community Hall
100th Anniversary
Celebrations
Plans are underway to
celebrate the one hundredth
birthday of of the Newcastle
Community Hall. Mark your
calendars and stay tuned for
more info.
July 1, 2022, Newcastle
Community Hall - Laying of
the Cornerstone
celebration
December 31, 2022 - New
Year’s Dance - complete with
band, dinner, and lots of fun.
July 29, 2023
Main celebration of 100th
anniversary including street
festival, art, music and much
more.

Orono Fair
September 8 - 11, 2022
Join us at the the 168th Fair!

NVDHS Newsletter Issue 144 • Spring 2022

2

Newcastle in 1958
By Myno Van Dyke
Recently, I was cleaning up our office and found an old
“Leahy’s Hotel-Motel Guide and Travel Atlas” from 1958.
I purchased it about 20 years ago at Stapleton’s Auction
and probably got it because it was the same year as our
Studebaker and the same colour (green). I noticed that
it listed almost every small town in Canada and the
United States and included the population as well as
accommodation.
So, of course I had to check out Newcastle, Ontario. In
1958, the population shown was 958 people. It listed
two places for accommodation; The Queen’s Hotel and
the Elmhurst Hotel. The cost for a night’s stay at both
was $1.50. The letter “E” indicates a European style with
only one room. The guide shows the Elmhurst with 10
rooms available, and the Queen’s had 22 rooms.
Bowmanville is shown with a population of 5,430 and
only one place for accommodation, The Balmoral Hotel.
It had 28 rooms, European style, with a starting cost of
$3.50 per night.

The Queen’s Hotel in Newcastle as it looked in the late 1950s.

Port Hope’s population was 6,548 with 6 listed places.
They also had a Queen’s Hotel, and the rate was the
same as in Newcastle, $1.50 per night...
The building on the southeast corner of King Avenue
West and Church Street was constructed in 1896 shortly
after a major fire destroyed the entire block from Mill
Street to Church Street. This hotel was known by a
number of different names including Hotel Newcastle,
The Oriental, The Queen’s Hotel and lastly Buster’s Road
House. The rooms upstairs were converted to small
apartments and are still rented out today. More
recently, the building has been restored and the ground
floor is now occupied by a marijuana store.
The former Elmhurst at 214 King Avenue East was The former Queen’s Hotel has been renovated and is now
originally built as a home by James K. Allen, a banker, for home to a marĳuana outlet.

The Elmhurst Inn at 214 King Avenue E. Is now part of St. Francis of
Assissi Catholic Church.
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his new bride Fanny Walbridge. It was apparently the first home in Newcastle to have running water. In
1904, it was purchased by Richard Butler and in 1928, it was purchased by William Purdy and it became the
Elmhurst Inn and later called the Elmhurst Hotel. In 1981, the Diocese of Peterborough (Catholic Church)
purchased the property and renovated it into a Catholic church. Later, a new sanctuary was added to the
south side of the house and a Catholic public school was constructed north of it. The school is now the
home of Newcastle Fellowship Baptist Church.
The June 26, 1958, edition of the Canadian Statesman has
an advertisement and photo showing the “Victor Manor” for
sale in Newcastle. The realtor is Harold Pedwell with a
phone number 3856. The building shows 8 apartments, 4
garages and just one store. No price is listed but they would
accept $4,000 in house equity as a down payment. This
building was later called “Clarabell Apartments” and was
torn down in 1974 to make way for the new Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce which is now at 72 King Street
West.

June 1958 ad in the Canadian Statesman for the “Victor Manor” at 72 King Ave. E. Since 1974, the site has been occupied by the
Newcastle branch of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce.

Welcome to our newest board member, Fred Kimball Graham!
Fred joined our board on March 17 and we look forward to his input. We still have one board member position
to fill, so if any of you are interested, please contact us at info@newcastlehistorical.ca.
Named after his grandfather, Fred Graham, who farmed on King Avenue
East in the Village, Fred was raised on the Belmont property by his parents
Alfred Walton and Lena Kimball Graham. Fred was educated at Newcastle
Public, and Bowmanville High Schools, before pursuing music studies at
the University of Toronto; The Berlin School of Church Music, Germany;
the Eastman School of Music, Rochester; and the PhD in theology at Drew
University, Madison, NJ.
His career included elementary and high school teaching in Ottawa and
Saint John, NB, prior to becoming Music Director at All Saints’ Cathedral,
Halifax, and adjunct professor at Dalhousie University. From 1988-2001 he
was Officer for Worship and Music at the national headquarters of The
United Church of Canada, participating actively in preparation of the hymn
collection, Voices United. In 2001, he was appointed Professor of Church
Music at Emmanuel College, a seminary of the United Church. He retired
from the College in 2012.
In April 1972, Fred married Melva Treffinger, also a leading church musician, and they have two children
and two grandchildren. They have retired to North Oshawa.
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The Legends Of Newcastle
By Crystal Yaki
As we ramp up for the Newcastle Community Hall’s 100th
Celebration, it is important that we reflect on the history of
Newcastle and the residents who have contributed to the success
of the historical building - and the village community.
The Newcastle Community Hall, located in the heart of Newcastle,
will celebrate its 100th Anniversary in July of 2023. Who better to
start gathering history with, than Jean Rickard? She has been a
lifetime resident of Newcastle and is now a lifetime member of the
Historical Society. She is 99 years of age and has endless memories
of the Community Hall that I can’t wait to share with you…
How would you describe Newcastle?
Newcastle to me growing up was a wonderful place to grow up in Jean Rickard
and raise a family. Lots of freedom for the children to roam and a
good school. There were lots of adventures when I was going to school.
The school was allowed to use the hall free of charge one day a year for the commencement ceremony.
The high school and elementary were together in one school, but commencement days were separate.
They had public speaking contests at the high school and prizes awarded at the hall. They did that on
commencement day. I never won.
We are excited to celebrate the Newcastle Community
Hall’s 100th Birthday in 2023. What do you remember
about the hall?
My husband (Brenton Rickard) was chair of the board for 30
years. It was his baby.
What is your favourite memory of the hall?
I loved the library - it was open part time. It opened around
4 p.m. Miss Cora Butler was the librarian. I was always
anxious to get my book, read it and get a new one. They had
a really good children’s section and I imagine I was 9 or 10.
The library was where the historical society is now and is
much the same as it is today. It had bookshelves with doors
on the cabinets that locked. The table that is there now was
the librarian’s table. You would give books to her. At the
back of the books was a card in a jacket that was stamped
with date that you took it out.
What can you tell us about the Massey family?

Newcastle Community Hall, with the two unique urns
donated by the Massey family.
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The hall has changed over the years. Do
you like the changes?
Well, it grew, and it changed for the future.
There are no real changes to the second
floor. The post office moved because they
outgrew the facility. It had to come, I guess. It
was an asset when they built the kitchen on.
It used to be downstairs. The new kitchen
allowed the auditorium to be used as a
banquet hall. That was a good change, and
the location was better.
When somebody mentions the Newcastle
Community Hall, what is the first thing
that comes to your mind?

Sons Doug, George and Robin Rickard help Jean celebrate her NVDHS Life

If they call it Town Hall; I don’t like that. On Member award in March, 2019.
the West end on the corner stone is
Newcastle Community Hall 1923. It was Massey’s intention of including the word community. Not only was
it to be used by Newcastle, but the communities around Newcastle.
Have you ever tried out the bowling alley located in the hall?
Oh yes, I used to bowl. They had a couple’s bowling club on Friday nights. That is when we bowled. There
was about 8 of us couples. We had a lovely time, and it was social.
Have you ever watched a play or theatrical performance at the hall?
Oh yes, Clarke High School! They put on performances during the summer. We actually had the Premier of
Ontario come to the opening. For a couple of months on Sundays they had classical musical performances,
but this was phased out due to financial restraints.

When I was growing up, what fascinated me was the military ball in the late fall. In those days, the women
wore long dresses. We would stare on the street at all the beautiful woman coming into the hall from
around the communities.
Tell us about the significance of the water fountain located in the front east garden side of the hall.
The fountain used to be over where the cenotaph was before it was put into the park. They spent a lot of
money to fix up the outside. My husband Brenton and I donated it to the hall.
What is your favourite part of the community hall building?
Well, I think the auditorium. I think it is amazing! They did a good job there by keeping all the wainscotting
and most of the original details.
What do you envision for the hall another 100 years from now?
Oh, I can’t look that far ahead. I was born in 1922 and look at the changes I have seen in my lifetime. I
wouldn’t have believed that we would be going to outer space. I hope it stays the way it is for the use that
it was given. It is nearly 100 years old, and it is sturdy and well built. Still in the shape as when it was built.
It’s a wonderful building. It will be a nice celebration. The Community Hall is the centre of the village.
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Is there anything additional you
would like to share or mention?
I lived in the building where the
Refinery Salon & Barber is now. I lived
there until I was married. My
grandmother lived next door in the
brick house. My father rented the
hardware store. The hardware store
and my grandmother’s house were
joined together. It was my grandma’s
residence and then ours.

There is another point of interest.
Massey donated those two urns in front
of the Newcastle Community Hall.
There were only ever three that were
made, and they were quite unique.
Joseph Atkinson donated the flagpole,
which used to be one piece of wood.
Wellington Foster donated the clock. It
was a special clock. Not too many
people have a clock like that in Canada.
I never put my initials in the clock tower.
Wasn’t my thing; I guess only the boys.

Jean Rickard’s childhood home on the left, her grandmother’s house in the centre
and her father’s hardware store - Bonathan’s, on the right. All three buildings are still
standing and occupied by the Refinery Salon & Barber, Buddha Belly Bakery and the
Massey House Restaurant.

Oh, another thing too, when my parents
first married, we lived on the northeast
corner of Mill Street at King. We lived in
the back part of the building. My mother
had an old chest. I was probably 4 and I
used to sit on that and look out to the
west and there was lawn bowling on the
east side of the hall where the parking
was. It was fun to watch that.

The House at 1800 Rudell Road
By Myno Van Dyke

The property at 1800 Rudell Road started out as part of a 163acre parcel of Crown Land which was deeded to Duncan Arnot
Sr. on July 1, 1846. Just a month later Duncan sold the north
portion to David Arnot. On July 12, 1850, David Arnot sold a 10
acre parcel to James Eilbeck Jr. and his wife Christina (Murray).
The Eilbecks had 5 children, Harriet, Mary, George, Robert and
Richard. The one and a half storey brick house had been built
by 1861 (according to the 1861 Census). Apparently all 10 acres
were under cultivation- growing wheat, peas, potatoes and an
orchard.
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James was known as “Limner”, which is a decorative painter and apparently did paint work for Richard Lovekin
Jr. and later on painted implements for Massey Manufacturing in Newcastle. The Eilbecks moved into Newcastle
in the 1890s; however, the property didn’t change ownership until 1919 when daughter Harriet sold it to Walter
Couch.
In April, 1940, Walter Couch sold it to Bradford and Winona Kay. In 1952, it was sold to the Veterans Land Act
Commission. That year, about an acre of the 10-acre property was appropriated by the Ontario Government to
“re-align and enlarge” Highway Two. The property was divided again several times. By 1986, the house at 1800
Rudell now had 3.25 acres, 3177 Highway 2 had 3.18 acres and 3355 Highway 2 had 2.67 acres.
On August 12, 1964, the property was sold to Dr.
William (Bill) M. Rudell. A year later he added his
wife’s name, Helen Mae (Scott) to the title. The
Rudell’s married in 1944 in Toronto and at the
time Rudell was a Lieutenant of the Dental Corps
of the Canadian Army in London and she was a
Dental Assistant in Bowmanville. In 1946, Rudell
became a partner with Dr. Devitt’s Dental practice
in Bowmanville. Rudell was active in the
community and was President of the
Bowmanville Rotary Club. His wife Helen was
active in the Bowmanville Memorial Hospital
Ladies Auxiliary as well as President of the
Bowmanville Red Cross. William and Helen had
three children, Scott, Patricia and John. Later,
William and Helen divorced, and he married
Grace Crombie.
NVDHS Executive, 1982. Back row: Ann McFadden, Jack Gordon, Grace

Grace was active in the Newcastle United Church Rudell, Lynn Lovekin, Ron Locke. Front row: Pat Macdonnell, Mabel
and was one of the founding Directors of the Goode, Dorothy Brown.
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society.
They sold the house on Rudell Road in August 1973 when the property was transferred to Peter William Cane
and Jennifer Ann Cane. The Rudells moved to a newer bungalow nearby at 102 Given Road. The street on the
east side of the property was named Rudell Road.
The house on Rudell is featured in the June/July 1989 issue of “Century Home” magazine. At that time the house
was owned by Peter and Brenda Fox who had purchased the home in 1987. According to the article, the house
still had the original “multi-paned” windows, doorway trim and baseboards.
In 1989, the owners were about to install a new swimming pool and “lavish the yard with wisteria,
rhododendrons and other floral fanfare.” According to the article, the garage and family room are later additions.
As well, the sunroom is not likely to be original but added at some later date.
Dr. William M. Rudell passed away at Sunnybrook Hospital in Toronto on January 21, 1995. Grace Rudell passed
away on April 9, 2010.
Today, Rudell Road is best known as the location of the Diane Hamre Recreation Centre just south of the house,
and St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School located south of that. As of February, 2022, preliminary plans are
being made to construct new housing on or near the site of 1800 Rudell.
Note: Thanks to NVDHS member Leslie Wilson and Vic Suppan from the Clarington Heritage Committee for their
research on this article.
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Jack Gordon; Newcastle’s Historian
By Myno Van Dyke

There is an old African proverb, “when an elderly person dies, a library
burns down”. On January 14, 2022, our local historian, Jacob “Jack”
Gordon, in his 93rd year, passed away at Lakeridge Health in
Bowmanville. During his life he collected, researched, and provided a
tremendous amount of local history through artifacts, documents, art,
and photographs from the Newcastle area. And most importantly, he
was willing to share these items and his knowledge. So, essentially,
Jack Gordon left a library.

Jack was born in Cochrane, Ontario in the same hospital and within a
year of Tim Horton’s birth. At age 17, he left school and began working
in construction. His company crushed rock to build highways in
Northern Ontario. Eventually he ended up working in Pickering and
later got hired at General Motors in Oshawa on Dec. 26, 1950. He
worked in the new Parts & Service Department on Park Rd. South and
Jack at his 90th birthday celebration at NVDHS
stayed there until he retired in 1982.
In 1968, he came to Newcastle and looked at an old two storey house at 129 North Street that was owned by
Bob Walton. Bob lived next door and had the house rented out to several tenants and it was in poor condition.
Jack and Gloria bought the home and slowly started fixing it up. Jack was interested in the history of our
community and of course his home had plenty of history, being the former Tamblyn Tannery at one time.
Jack joined and became involved in the Newcastle Village & District Historical Society (NVDHS) when it was first
formed in 1981. Jack developed a keen interest in the Massey, Massey-Harris and Massey Ferguson companies
and soon began collecting artifacts relating to it. This, over the years became a great passion for him and he
also became an active member of the Massey Club and the Cast Iron Seat Club. Jack & Gloria began doing
displays at NVDHS events, Orono Fair, Fall Festival, Massey Shows and Antique Shows that were held in the
community. Because of his efforts and contributions, he was made a “Life Member” of NVDHS in 2010.
When the new IGA store on King Avenue East was first built, Jack supplied old photographs of various areas
of the village which were converted into large display panels. When the store became a Foodland, the
panels were removed. Thanks to NVDHS and Hall Board member Sierd De Jong, the panels made their way
to the Community Hall and are now proudly mounted there in the Centennial Room. Jack also donated to
NVDHS his wonderful collection of thirty-two 16mm films along with the original projector and camera,
which he had received many years ago from his friend Cecil Carveth. These wonderful films have now been
digitized and will provide incredible historical information. Jack was always generous with his time, his
knowledge, and his wonderful collection. He was a great friend, and he will be missed
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One hundred years ago...
DRAG THE ROAD
When the smiles of Spring appear,
Drag the roads;
When the summer time is here,
Drag the roads;
When the corn is in the ear,
In the winter cold and drear,
Every season of the year,
Drag the roads;
When you’ve nothing else to do,
Drag the roads;
If but for an hour or two,
Drag the roads;
It will keep them good as new;
With a purpose firm and true,
Fall in line, it’s up to you –
Drag the roads.

From The Canadian
Statesman,Thursday 6 April, 1922:

So you think you have a
problem with garden pests?
Some careless individuals
allowed their cows on the streets
on Monday last and what they
did to the flower bed at Mill &
Manvers streets is a crime. The
shrubs are broken and the tulips
that were beginning to look very
promising were completely
destroyed. It is very discouraging
to those who spend their time
and money trying to beautify our
village to have some careless
individual ruin the whole works.
It is understood that the
Horticultural Society is making a
strong effort to trace the
ownership of the animals that
were responsible for this latest
piece of vandalism. It is high
time that this sort of thing was
stopped if we ever intend to get
anywhere with the cleaning and
beautifying of our streets.

When I was a little girl I recall the
late Ken Stephenson dragging the
roads, especially in the spring time.
Although they might not like to
admit it, we probably have a few
other members old enough to
remember road dragging too. If From The Canadian
you want to know more about it, Statesman,Thursday 20 April, 1922:
such as how and why it was done,
drop into the Society room any
Saturday morning. ~ Leslie Wilson.

Membership Info
Single Membership
(1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 - print newsletter
Family Membership
(2 votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter
Corporate Membership
(1 vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or
by hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.
Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca OR
by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W., Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7 OR
can be paid in person* at the
Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Saturday
mornings from 9:30 a.m. to
12 noon. (*Tuesday morning
openings TBA)
Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.

From The Canadian Statesman, Thursday 6 April, 1922:
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