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November 29, 2021 - For the second year in a row due to COVID, the community businesses and organizations got together and put on a
very well-received drive-by Newcastle’s Santa Parade, to avoid generating large crowds and to keep everyone safe.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you for your continuing support of the NVDHS. It is our intention to re-open
in January 2022. We will be following all protocols as required by the Government.
Please check our website or social media pages for updates on requirements.

We continue to maintain our Instagram, Facebook, email, and website, and know
that you enjoy our posts and updates. It is always fun to visit our social media sites,
which are updated regularly and always include local and interesting information.
The Remembrance Day display on Instagram is terrific. I believe that our
digitization project and social media communications will be a large part of the future of our Society.
We regularly respond to requests for information on the history of Newcastle and district. Our database
is extensive and many of our Directors and volunteers are very knowledgeable about Newcastle history.
If you have a question, please send us an email via newcastlehistorical.ca/contact-us.

Any information that adds to our database is important. We are fortunate to receive donations of

interesting artifacts and articles that are relevant to Newcastle history and we provide a safe and secure
location for their retention. Our curators continually review donations related to the history of Newcastle
and district as part of our mandate to preserve history related to our community and surrounding areas.
If you have something you think would add to the Newcastle story, please let us know!

Our digitization project continues and we have been fortunate to receive many generous donations
from our business community, government, as well as individuals. We are a registered charity and
will issue charitable receipts for all donations. The calendar year is coming to an end and we have
received a challenge from a member who will match every donation that the NVDHS receives during
the month of December up to a total of $2000. You can donate on-line through our website
(newcastlehistorical.ca) or via e-transfer to treasurer@newcastlehistorical.ca. See instructions in the
notice in this newsletter. All monies received will be used in continuing our digitization project. Our
goal is to digitize all documents and artifacts under the stewardship of our Society and to allow
access to our historical information to everyone, and to preserve this information forever.
Our Board and volunteers are looking forward to re-opening the Historical Room in January 2022,
if all goes well. The health and safety of everyone remains our foremost priority. It is terrific that
we are able to continue to execute on our plans during these very difficult times. We miss regular
interaction with people in our community and discussions about our great history. Our continual
contact with all people of Newcastle and district will always be our greatest accomplishment.
A huge thank you to our Board and volunteers. They continue to investigate historical information,
update social media, balance the books, research information, publish and deliver quarterly
newsletters etc. They are terrific.
We also thank all of our stakeholders. Without your support we would not function. We have been
through some difficult times during the past two years and are proud that we continue to serve you.
On behalf of your Board, I extend our wishes of great health and happiness to you and yours. Have
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Thomas Wallace

Donate & double your impact!
Join us in raising $4000 by Dec. 31, to provide support for our
digitization project. Thanks to the generosity of one of our
members, donations of up to a total of $2000 will be
matched until December 31, 2021.

How to donate:
Send an e-transfer to treasurer@newcastlehistorical.ca
including your name and address in the message. Auto-deposit
is enabled – no need for a password.

Online: https://newcastlehistorical.ca/donate/
Or, send a cheque to Newcastle Village and District Historical
Society, 20 King Ave. W., Unit 3, Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7
All donations are tax-deductible and you will be issued an
official receipt. Thank you!
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The Blackburns at the Varcoe House
By Myno Van Dyke
According to a January 8, 1925 article in the Newcastle Independent, William Carter Blackburn (1842-1934),
known as Carter, was “one of the leading pioneer sheep breeders of the country.” He specialized in Leicester
sheep, was well known as a breeder and exhibitor, and the offspring of his flock formed the basis of many of
the better flocks in the province. He was said to be “industrious and successful in general farming, and while
living Newcastle, in his retirement, he still retained an interest in the sheep bred and reared by his son Mark
Blackburn.” William Carter was born on the Gibson farm in Clarke Township (Concession 3) and in 1846
moved with his family to their newly purchased farm on Lot 35, 4th Concession in Clarke Township on the
Clarke-Darlington Town Line (now Regional Rd. 42).
Carter married Elizabeth Johns (1841-1929) in 1865 and they had 8 children; Byron, Mark, Eva Minetta,
Franklyn, Elizabeth Catharine, Frederick, Estella and Ernest. Mark and Fred followed in their father’s footsteps
as farmers. Mark purchased his own farm in Darlington, where the nuclear power station now stands, and
continued to breed and raise sheep. Mark Blackburn was our NVDHS member Wayne Blackburn’s
grandfather.
Fred remained on the family homestead and when he married in 1907, his parents and sister moved in with
Mark in “South Darlington.”
In 1917, Carter and Elizabeth Blackburn purchased a beautiful two storey brick house at 274 Mill Street South
beside the St. George’s Anglican Church in Newcastle. They moved there with their daughter Elizabeth.
George S. Boulton sold this particular property to Richard Varcoe circa 1857, who had the house built.
According to the assessment record of 1870, “H. Brent”, otherwise known as Rev. Canon Henry Brent, is the
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occupant, and he and his family lived in the house for approximately 10 years until the early 1870s. Rev.
Canon Brent was the Rector at St. George’s Anglican Church for forty-two years and he and his wife Sofia
raised their family in Newcastle. Herb Taylor writes that “there is speculation that it was used briefly as the
Anglican Rectory.”
Richard Varcoe operated several licensed taverns here in Newcastle, as well as the Commercial Hotel, on the
north side of Toronto St., opposite the train station for the Grand Trunk Railway. According to census records
from 1861 and 1871, he and his family were living in Toronto, where he managed a large hotel. By 1874 they
are once again living in Newcastle, when his then 21-year-old daughter Harriett Sophia passed away.
The house on Mill St. was identical to the Commercial Hotel, and though designed as a hotel, was never used
as one. The northeast half of the ground floor was designed and built to be used as a Masonic Lodge, which,
judging by some unique evidence found when the house was renovated in 2003, it likely was, for a short time.
Richard died in 1901, but members of Varcoe family lived in the house until 1914, when it was sold to Simon
Baskerville for $850, who then sold it again in 1918 to the Blackburns.
William Carter Blackburn was a Methodist, and after moving to Newcastle, according to the 1925 article, “he
continued his life-long habit of attending church regularly, and in fine weather and foul, every Sunday
morning, he could be seen wending his way with measured steps to the Methodist Church (now Newcastle
United Church) where he takes his place in one of the front pews and delights to join in the service of
worship.” However, Mrs. Blackburn did not attend church services, since she had lost her sight.
In 1925, the Blackburns celebrated 60 years of marriage at their Mill Street South home with family and
friends. At that time, along with their 8 children, they had 12 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. After
Carter passed away in 1934, other family members continued to live in the house until 1954. Carter and
Elizabeth are buried at Bowmanville Cemetery.
...continued on page 5

Carter and Elizabeth Blackburn at 274 Mill St. in the 1920s. From left to right: Fred, Frank, Carter, Estella (Stella), Minetta (Nettie), Byron,
Catharine (Kitty), Mark, and Elizabeth (seated). Absent: Ernest.
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The Blackburns...continued from page 4
In 1954 the house was sold to Gerhard Kuptery and his
wife, who resold it in 1957 to Grant and Jackie Cooper,
who also owned JASCO (J.Anderson Smith Co.) The
Coopers divided the house into 3 rental apartments. In
1967, Wayne and Joan Blackburn married and rented
the upstairs apartment for two years. From 1969 to
1997, the house changed hands another three times.

After Darrell and Eleanor Cook purchased the house in
October of 1997, they decided to renovate it back to the
way it was before it was converted into apartments. They
invited Wayne and Joan and Wayne’s father, Wilbur
Blackburn, to give them some ideas about how the house
looked inside before the renovations. The Blackburns
were able to show them exactly where the doors, stairs
and walls were before the changes. Consequently, the
Cooks restored the house back to the way it was
originally. In 2003, Darrell and Eleanor received the very
first NVDHS Preservation Award for their efforts.

Illuminating History

Eleanor said; “We purchased the house in 1997 but it
seems like yesterday! Our 4 children grew up here and
still love coming home for big family dinners with grand
babies, and grand dogs. All 4 bedrooms are set up for
guests’ arrival at any time. We treasure this house!”

We are excited to share the mosaic tile, painted
by local Newcastle artist, Patricia Vandenheuvel
that has been submitted as our contribution to
the Clarington Art Mosaic Project. Thank you, Pat,
for painting a piece of Newcastle history for us!

Destructive Fire

Communities across Canada will participate by
creating murals of trees to symbolize connection.
Each of the 700 squares of Clarington’s apple tree
mural will be a tile painted by a different resident.

...or 1868 wasn’t a great year, part 1

From The Cdn Statesman, Bowmanville, Thurs., 14 May, 1868.
On Saturday last the barns, and other outbuildings on the
farm of Allan Wilmot, Esq., Township of Clarke, were totally
destroyed by fire; as was also the Episcopal Church* a few
rods eastward therefrom. The dwelling house, situated
between the two scenes of conflagration, was saved by
great exertion, but the household furniture was damaged
in removal. Mr. Wilmot's loss is very heavy, for besides the
buildings about 260 bushels of wheat were destroyed with
other grain, and agricultural implements. Partially insured.
We understand the fire was started by children, with
matches, in imitation of men setting fire to stumps and log
heaps. The wind being very high at the time it was
impossible to arrest the progress of the flames, and the
burning cinders carried from the barns set fire to the
church which was speedily consumed.

What better way to light up history then through
the Bond Head Lighthouse? The lighthouse
started as a white wooden pyramid over 130
years ago and has evolved over time. What
remains consistent is its glorious setting, which
brings many people to visit from all around the
world. May it continue to connect and illuminate
our community for many years to come.

*The first St. Georges Church, at St. George’s cemetery. Allan
Wilmot, brother of Samuel, owned property on the east side
of Townline Rd. spanning both sides of what is now Hwy 2.
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The Legends Of Newcastle
By Crystal Yaki
Meet Farncomb LeGresley of Newcastle, Ontario. He was born in
1926 and he grew up in Ebor House, located at 573 Mill St S. The
house was built in the 1860s by his great grandfather, Frederick
Farncomb.
In October, I had the pleasure of meeting and interviewing
Farncomb LeGresley for the first time. To say that he is an
interesting gentleman is an understatement. His creativity and
wisdom are fascinating, and his ability to recite history like it was
yesterday, is even more admirable. I probably could have listened
to him for hours...maybe days.
However, I only had a short window of opportunity, so I chose to
focus on Farncomb from a personal and business perspective.
What could I possibly share, that we don’t already know?
Farncomb LeGresley
How old are you and when is your birthday?
I was born in 1926. I am 95 and my birthday was June 23rd.
How would you describe yourself to someone who did not know you or the history that you bring
to Newcastle?
I was born, grew up, matured and flourished where I was planted.
Tell us about Ebor House and your upbringing?
I know a lot about it. I know some things that were very good about the house and some things that were
not very good. Like getting up every morning and getting dressed under the covers because it was so
cold. When I was a kid there was no plumbing or electricity. The heating was provided by a large furnace
that burned coal and wood. There was a fireplace in most of
the rooms, but we didn’t use the fireplaces a lot.
I was born in Ebor House. It was my great grandfather’s house
and after he passed away it became my grandfather’s house. I
was about two when my grandfather died and do not
remember him. Apparently we used to have a good time
together though. I grew up during the big Depression and we
always had things to eat, we had lots of eggs and milk. If we
wanted meat we had chickens or wild rabbits. Things were not
great in the Depression. My Dad had purchased his first car,
which was a model T Ford. During the Depression, I remember
him walking to town to get groceries, because he could not
afford to put gas in his car.
I went to Newcastle Public School and High School. I remember
doing my homework with coal oil lanterns, an Aladdin Lamp or
gasoline lantern. They helped light up the room well.

Ebor House on Mill St. South
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Describe what a day in the life of Farny would be at age 16, 35 and now:
Age 16: I would be going to high school and probably in a senior grade and riding my bike. Parties hadn’t
been invented yet. The day would begin doing farm chores, and after school it was straight back home to
do more farm chores. After supper it was school homework, then bed. TV had not been invented yet!
Age 35: I would be living here in my current home. I built this house, everything except digging the hole for
the basement, laying the bricks and the plaster. I still have the hammer and saws that I used. There were
no skill saws or power tools. It was all done by hand back then.

I would have also been teaching at that time. I was fortunate enough to have a lot of good things happen for
me. Probably one of the better things was spending 4 years at the University of Guelph, which at that time
was the Faculty of Agriculture for the University of Toronto, and receiving my bachelor’s degree from the
University of Toronto with a specialty in Agricultural Engineering. After finishing University, I wanted to farm
and was offered jobs all the time and turned them down. I spent 6 years farming. We were loading Macintosh
apples for 75 cents a big box and delivering milk for ten cents a quart and I decided it was time for a change.
I then spent two years at Bell Telephone Central Office in Oshawa. I loved it! Everything went great there
until I was sent to Montreal for half the summer. I could not stand Montreal, and they were advertising for
a science teacher at Bowmanville High School. I got the job and spent 15 years at the old Bowmanville High
school on Queen St. and then 15 years at the new school located on Liberty St. For 25 of these 30 years, I
was head of the Science Department.
Now: I take things pretty easy and cut lots of grass, I do a lot of gardening, read books and magazines, have
fun with computers and communicate with amateur ham radio operators.
What was the best thing you ever did in your life?
Married Nancy. We had 4 daughters and 15 grandchildren and now we are getting lots of great
grandchildren. Many great memories!
What did you used to do back then, that you wish you could do now?
Sail a boat, go camping, climbing and walk without a cane.
What is your favourite reading material and your favourite song?
Scientific American Magazine. I do not listen to music very much.
What is your favourite thing to do in Newcastle?
It was going sailing on my 40ft boat.
They say, “a picture is worth a thousand
words.” What picture would you share
with us?
The picture of me sailing in “The Katch.” I
was around 80 in that picture. I started
sailing when I was 16 and got my 40ft
cement boat in about 1982. It had been to
the Caribbean 3 times with the previous
owners. I sailed all over Lake Ontario in it!

Did you ever invent anything?
An electronic circuit to cancel noise that
worked well and I thought it was worth
patenting. However, after looking into
patenting costs, I decided it was not worth
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the trouble. It was a good thing because it wasn’t until later after that someone invented something else
to do the same job that was better. I also built a lot of amateur radio and computer equipment. All of my
equipment to start with, from 1946 to1975 was hand constructed. I made things like my own radio
receivers, transmitters, antennas and computers. Back then, if you didn’t have money and you wanted
something, you made it. The tower in my backyard was bought from a farm and was configured to
communicate all over the world through radio. I still use this today and I have even communicated with
people at the North Pole.
How do you think Newcastle will evolve over the next 50 years? What changes do you see?
Well, the changes I have seen are so dramatic that it is unbelievable. The population density and the size of
houses being built has really increased. The streets and roads have changed. The only concrete paved road
used to be Hwy 2 through town and Mill Street from Hwy 2 to Toronto St.
What was the biggest challenge you ever faced over your lifetime and how did you overcome it?
Recovering from colon cancer, which was almost 20 years ago. I was retired at that time. Now I am healthy,
thankfully. Our medical system is absolutely fantastic.
If you knew now what you didn’t know then, what would you have changed in your life?
I would have liked to have gone to Massachusetts Institute of Technology and I would have loved to have
learned how to fly an airplane.
What advice do you have to give for young people starting out?
You have to make enough money to live on, but do the things that you like doing. If you are fortunate
enough to figure out what you love doing and it makes you money, then go do it. Also, get a good
education and when you are young, start building up and saving money because compound interest will
increase worth rapidly.
What is the best business decision you ever made?
The day that I did the examination for category 4 for teaching, was the day that I probably made the most
money in my life.
What was the worst business decision you ever made?
Probably when I was offered a lot of money for a heifer calf and I didn’t sell her. She turned out to be sterile!
Finish this sentence, As I got older I realized…
One thing I dearly want to do is drive a hydrogen powered car before I die.
Have you ever had your IQ measured?
Yes, it was good enough to make grade 13 at school.
What do you think is going well in the world today and what do you think we could improve?
An interesting question: There are lots of problems, but the most important one at the present time is
stopping the use of fossil fuels, coal, oil, natural gas. We have to go to GREEN energy immediately to
prevent a runaway increase in world temperature which could cause the temperature of the earth to rise
like the planet Venus, which is about the temperature of molten lead!
We must go electric and start using hydrogen energy. We also must get more nuclear energy plants in
operation. They are green!
Bill Gates has just published a new book, “How To Avoid A Climate Disaster.” This book covers the complete
problem in detail and provides a path by which we MAY avoid this disaster. This book should be studied by
EVERY politician in the world, particularly before running for any office.
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The Guy Lombardo Mystery
By Myno Van Dyke

Our beautiful Community Hall at King and Mill will be 100 years old in
2023 and it will be a very special year, not only for NVDHS but also for
our whole community. This calls for a committee! So, the Hall Board with
its Chair, Barry Carmichael decided to start making plans immediately.
So far, they have held two meetings and two members of our NVDHS
Board of Directors, Crystal Yaki (who is also on the Hall Board) and Myno
Van Dyke have joined up.
Certainly, over the last 100 years there have been many stories told
about the Community Hall and we would like to share them. We spoke
at the last meeting about some of the interesting events that have taken
place at the Hall and I wanted to investigate one of them.
In the Winter NVDHS newsletter #93 (2008), there is an uncredited
article called “A Grandmother’s Memories of Newcastle and Bond Head, Notes by Mrs. Merkely Clark (nee Bertha
Broad).” It’s a very interesting compilation of notes about people, businesses and buildings in Newcastle from
many years ago, including the Community Hall, the library, Council room and the Masons. However, it was the
last sentence that really got my interest. “Guy Lombardo used to play for dances on New Year’s Eve.”
“This is huge,” I thought. One of the most famous bands in North America - Guy Lombardo and his Royal
Canadians - played right here in the Newcastle Community Hall. “The sweetest music this side of heaven” they
said. We could do a re-incarnation of this event, get a big band, the wheels are turning...
This event most certainly would have been in a newspaper article somewhere, so I went to the Clarington Digital
Newspaper Collection, the wonderful online search engine project by the Clarington Library, and typed in
“Lombardo” and started searching. I found a lot of entries for Guy Lombardo and his band, but they were all at
the Canadian National Exhibition and later at the Oshawa Civic Auditorium with nothing to indicate that he ever
played here in Newcastle.
On April 24, 1952, the Band did make an appearance in Bowmanville. Apparently, they were travelling to Queens
University in Kingston and decided to make a stop on King Street in Bowmanville in front of the Ellis Shoe Store.
This caused quite a commotion!
I found a Guy Lombardo Museum on Wonderland Road, London, Ontario, created by local man, Douglas Flood,
who had accumulated a large number of Lombardo artifacts and literature. When I Googled it, I learned that the
Museum had officially closed in 2008, with the collection sold in 2015. The auction company, Gardner Galleries,
said that the entire collection was now “all over the world.” Curator Douglas Flood, had passed away in 2017.
I found several sites that outline the early years of the Lombardo band and they started performing
professionally in 1924, the year after our Community Hall opened, but only played in the London, Ontario area,
and in nearby Port Stanley. By 1926, they had recorded some songs in the United States and essentially stayed
there for many years. Their first national radio broadcast on New Year’s Eve was in 1928. So, if they physically
came to Newcastle for New Year’s Eve, it probably would have been in 1924 or 1925.

So, at first glance, it appears that Bertha’s memories may have been a bit off when it came to Lombardo, but she
may just have been stating that back in those days Guy Lombardo was playing for dances on New Year’s Eve. They
may very well have been listened to at the Community Hall, live on the radio, which did happen in Bowmanville.
If you know of any interesting events or stories of things that happened at the Hall over the years, please let us
know. We would love to hear from you.
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Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow...
Next time you contemplate complaining about the weather,
consider the winter of 1868...
From The Canadian Statesman,Thursday 27 February, 1868:
On Monday and Tuesday of this week occurred the most extensive
snow storm that has visited this part of the country for twenty years.
On Sunday night snow commenced to fall, accompanied by a strong
wind from the east, which continued with very little interruption til
Tuesday towards evening, leaving snow banks piled high in all
directions, and completely stopping traffic on roads of all description.
Railway travel has been out of the question, and no mails have arrived
or departed in any direction from this point since Monday forenoon.
In the country is "snowed up," and must remain so to a great extent
for a few days.
Thursday morning - nine o'clock, and snowing again. During last night
(Wednesday,) snow commenced to fall again, and is now coming down
pretty lively. No signs of any daily papers yet and consequently no late
news from abroad.
A train arrived at the station (in Bowmanville) last night about nine
o'clock - a special from Belleville - with about 100 passengers, and 50
workmen on board armed with shovels to help clear the track when
the snow plough failed. With 2 engines and a snow plough, the train
had been 48 hours coming from Belleville. A large quantity of beef,
bread, cakes, crackers and cheese was procured in town to feed those
on board the train. 2 o'clock p.m. The railway track appears to be now
clear between this place and Montreal. The track is yet blockaded
between this place and Toronto, there being about thirty feet of snow
in some of the large cuttings. Snow is still falling occasionally.

Membership Info
Single Membership
(1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 - print newsletter
Family Membership
(2 votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter
Corporate Membership
(1 vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or
by hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.
Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca OR
by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W., Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7 OR
can be paid in person* at the
Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday or
Saturday mornings from 9:30
a.m. to 12 noon. (*once we
are able to reopen)
Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.
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