Newsletter • Winter 2021
2019 • Issue 141
134

Newcastle Community Hall under renovation - February, 2021.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you for your continuing support of the NVDHS. As most of you are aware, we
have remained closed since last March, and the Community Hall itself is closed to the
public at the moment as well. The exterior is under renovation (more about that in an
article from board member Crystal Yaki). We will re-open as soon as it is safe to do so.

We continue to maintain our Instagram, Facebook, email, and website and hope that
you enjoy our posts and updates. It is always fun to visit our social media venues. We attempt to update
information regularly and always with local and interesting information.
Our computers have been moved off-site. They are accessible by our Board members, so if you have a
question about the history of Newcastle and District, please contact us.
We have books for sale. Sher Leetooze has provided a quick introduction to some of the books about this
area and its history in this newsletter. Please visit our website (www.newcastlehistorical.ca)

We are fortunate to continue to receive donations of interesting artifacts and articles that are relevant to
Newcastle history. We have many requests for historical information from former residents, current
residents, people doing family trees, academia et al. We are a safe and secure location for artifacts and
documents that tell the story of our village and surrounding area. Any donations are greatly appreciated.
Our mandate is to preserve history related to our community and surrounding areas.
We will once again hire a summer student to continue with our digitization project. We have applied for a
federal summer student grant for this year. Any local support for this project is greatly appreciated. Our
goal is to digitize all documents and artifacts under the stewardship of our Society.
I am happy to report that Lesley and Brian Wilson will be re-locating to the village of Newcastle. A house
fire destroyed their home north of Newcastle in late 2020. Lesley and Brian are volunteers at NVDHS and
work tirelessly on researching and organizing documents related to our history.
Our Board and volunteers are looking forward to re-opening. The health and safety of everyone remains our
foremost priority. It is terrific that we are able to continue to execute on our plans during these very difficult
times. We miss regular interaction with people in our Community and discussions about our great history.

A huge thank you to our Board. They continue to investigate historical information, update social media,
balance the books, research information, publish and deliver monthly newsletters etc. etc. Thank you.
Thomas Wallace

Ray & Mabel Goode
By Myno Van Dyke
Occasionally, I will feature some of the great people who were the early members and builders of the Newcastle
Village and District Historical Society. This article is about Ray and Mabel Goode. Although they lived in Orono,
they had a wonderful and generous
relationship with Newcastle.
Mabel Lillian Clemence, was born October
8, 1923 at Lot 1, Concession 1 in Darlington
Township. This farm property, called
“Spruce Grove” was on the north side of
Highway 2, just west of the Darlington/
Clarke Townline. Her parents were William
John Clemence, who was born in Hope
Township, and Georgina Allan, who was
from Fenelon Falls, Ontario. Mabel had 3
sisters, Mary, Isabelle (Sacerty) and Jean
(Holmes) and 3 brothers, Allan, Charlie and
Art. Their property was originally owned by
William McIntosh. This house was
originally built in 1828 and the Bemis
family lived there at one time.
Ray and Mabel Goode, 1970.

In later years, Marten and Betsy Van Dyk
and his family lived there for many years. By 2016, the old Clemence house had been vandalized and
burned so was torn down. That year, Lincoln Holmes, owned by Mike and Crystal Yaki purchased the lot
and this year (2020) constructed a new “modern farmhouse” on the north end of the property. Ironically,
Crystal has been a Director at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society for the past few years.
Mabel attended Shaw’s School (S.S. #1 Darlington) which was a bit farther west, also on the north side of
Highway 2. Today, it is still there, but was sold at a public auction in 1979 and has been converted into a
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Clemence residence “Spruce Grove” on Highway 2, circa 1916

Goode residence in Orono

home. Mabel graduated from Bowmanville High School and Bowmanville Business School and found her
first job in Oshawa. She met Raymond Goode, who was from Port Perry and they were married at the
Clemence home on May 27, 1944.
Raymond L. Goode was born in Port Perry in December 1919. His parents were Harold and Olive (Davey)
Goode. In 1927, the Goodes moved to Orono and lived on Sommerville Drive. Ray got a job with the Orono
Creamery and later became a part owner. His job was to pick up cream from the local farmers and also
deliver butter and eggs. The Goodes purchased a house on Church Street in Orono and had a daughter
Susan Mary, who married Michael Cawker. They live in Port Hope and have a son Jeffrey and daughter Sara.
In 1958, Ray sold his share and began looking for some
business opportunities. They were driving through Newcastle
and spotted a hardware store owned by Harvey Bonathan with
a for sale sign. The large brick building at 71 King Avenue West
was built in 1847 and has an interesting history. At one time, on
the second floor, it housed Alexandra Hall, also called the
Concert Hall. Here there were shows such as “General Jackson’s
Minstrel Show” as well as the first silent films shown in
Newcastle. A dentist, Dr. Harnden, had an office on the upper
floor as well.
On the lower floor, there was a drug store; the original home of
the famous Northrup & Lyman Drugs (who moved to Toronto
in 1879) followed by Robt. J. Fothergill, the Farncomb brothers,
S.B. Scobell, William Anderson and W.H. Anderson. After
Harvey Bonathan moved in, the hardware store was expanded
to take over the former drug store space. Today, there are once
again two storefronts there - the Castle IDA Pharmacy and Gold
Reflections, a jewelry store.
Harvey Bonathan had a successful hardware store on the main
level, having moved the store from the original location at 27
King Ave. E., and the Goodes ended up purchasing it in 1958
and calling it Goode’s Hardware. Mable worked alongside Ray
in the store and said; “The first few years were like going back
to school and getting an education. Sometimes we worked
Mabel, Ray and Susan Goode, 1952.
twelve to fifteen hours a day.”
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Ray and Mabel soon became very popular in the village.
The store had two other employees, Carol Rowley and
Joan Faris. The Goode’s were very active in the Newcastle
community, being involved in Scouts, the Newcastle
Arena and both Anglican and United Churches. Ray
belonged to the Lion’s Club for 40 years and served as
President. He was very active in the Newcastle Chamber
of Commerce and the Clarington Food Bank. In the 1970s
they were responsible for bringing in new dentists to
Newcastle, Robert Farquharson and Rod McArthur who
first set up their business above the hardware store.
Mabel was very active in the Newcastle Village & District
Historical Society. She said that she was “a collector of all
things historical.” She was one of the founding members,
joining in 1980.
Mabel was also instrumental in the decision to move into
the former Library in the Community Hall in 1988. She
was a Director of the Society for many years and also
Mabel Goode
served as Curator for many years with Pat Macdonnell.
She compiled genealogies of four of her families and was
a very meticulous scrap booker. She was involved in organizing our Collector’s Fair and Heritage Shows.
Evidence of her efforts are still referred to often in the Historical Society Room. She was very precise and
accurate in all of her work. In her quiet and efficient way, she was a great mentor for all of us who worked
with her.
Ray and Mabel retired in 1981 and sold the store. Ray passed away after a short illness on April 12, 1998.
His pall bearers were Don Goode, Edward Millson, Judge E. R. (Dick) Lovekin, Brenton Rickard, Frank Hoar
and Murray Paterson. He is buried at the Orono Cemetery.
Mabel stayed in her home on
Church Street in Orono for
many years. I noticed once that
she literally flew up the steps
into the Community Hall
carrying a heavy box of books.
I remarked to her, “I can’t
believe how good you are on
your feet.” She nodded and
said, “Well, that’s why I want to
stay in that old (2 storey) house
in Orono as long as I can. I go
up those stairs about eighty
times a day and that’s why I am
still good on my feet.”
In her later years she moved in
with her daughter’s family in
Port Hope. She passed away
on Sunday, January 24, 2016 in
her 93rd year. She is buried in Goode’s Hardware store location as it appears today.
Orono, next to Ray.
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Recollections of Ray &
Mabel Goode
By Bob Holmes
I had the good fortune to interact with Ray and Mabel
as family and as an employee. My mother, Jean Holmes
(Clemence) was Mabel’s sister. I worked at the store as
a teenager on Friday nights and Saturdays as well as
full time during the summertime for a few years. One
dollar per hour and Coke from Fergie’s garage a couple
times a day.
About the Goodes...
Family was very important to the Clemence clan
and we were all taught to respect our elders and our
ancestors who settled and contributed to the
growth of the area. Mabel inherited the genes and
was very much the family historian. She collected
and recorded stories, photos, and memorabilia
related to the family. She maintained connections
with family far and wide. Mabel taught by example
and always took an opportunity to pass on
historical facts to the younger generation. As a
result most of us have a good understanding of our
roots.
Mable was raised with her siblings in the Shaw’s
Community, where they attended Shaws Public
School. She married Ray in 1944.
Ray’s business background came from operating
the Orono Creamery with his father and brothers.
When it was sold, he purchased Bonathan’s
Hardware in Newcastle. Having dealt with farmers
in this business gave him a firm understanding of
rural values and the needs of the farming
community.
A hardware store was an important mainstay of any
small community and Goode’s Hardware was no
different. It served the community with a
commitment to customer service. They did their
utmost to stock their shelves and warehouse with
the thousands of necessities that residents and
local farmers required.
Today’s Big Box stores have nothing on Goodes
Hardware. The inventory ranged from household
goods, farm fencing, lawn mowers, steel roofing,
flooring, tools, guns and ammunition, fishing tackle,
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glassware, all types of hardware from the tiniest
screw to large bolts and nails. Most Newcastle kids
got their first bicycle from the store. Paint mixing
was done in the back room and glass cutting in the
basement. Upstairs was full of inventory, some of it,
such as horse collars, gathering dust. But when you
needed something obscure like a glass shade for
your oil lamp there was likely one to be found.
Customer service was paramount, and while the
store and warehouse were extremely well stocked;
if it wasn’t in stock it would be ordered and
delivered to the customer ASAP.
Ray and Mabel were fine upstanding, communityminded folks who based their values on family,
friends, hard work, and doing what was right with
fairness for the betterment of their community.
At a large roll top desk in the back office, Mabel
looked after the administrative functions in a very
efficient and frugal manner. She and Ray took time
to know everyone and were always interested in
their customers and their requirements. The coffee
pot was always full and everyone knew they were
welcome to a cup. Sharing a coffee, enjoying a
cigarette, and good conversation were daily rituals.
Long before credit cards, a ledger was maintained
and many people were extended credit until they
could pay for their purchases. Often credit was
extended to folks for necessities for which that Ray
and Mabel knew they might not receive payment for
until much later, if at all. Part of business was
supporting those in time of need.
Mabel was a passionate and avid coin collector. She
introduced me to the hobby. This often led to some
competition at the cash register when a specimen
of interest showed up.
Ray and Mabel, although they didn’t reside in town,
were always supportive of the Newcastle
community and surrounding area. Ray was an
active Lions Club member. Charity canvassers and
local fund raisers never left the store without a
contribution. If it was for the community good, they
had the Goode’s support.
Ray was an honest and fair businessman. Ray would
negotiate with customers with the objective that
everything should be done to close a sale, and that
the customer had to feel satisfied and the store had
to profit. Only if those two objectives couldn’t be
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achieved was it best for both to agree to walk away.
The stores in town were open until 9 o’clock on
Friday nights and that was when many rural
customers came to shop. The store was closed on
Wednesday afternoons. However, Ray was most
often there. Most knew the rear door was unlocked
and if they needed something they were welcome
to wander in and shout. Even on Christmas Eve, you
could find that last minute gift.
One feature of the store were the magnificent
hardwood merchandise cabinets. They ran down
both sides of the store from front to back. Over the
floor level shelves for heavier goods were large
drawers with a counter top. Extending from the
counter to almost the ornate tin ceiling were dozens
of drawers of various dimensions. On the front of
each would be a sample of what each drawer
contained, thus allowing the customer to locate
what he was looking for from the hundreds of items
stocked within. No prepackaged items in those
days! If you wanted three screws or half a pound of
nails, that is what you got. Ray knew where every
item was located.

When a local grocery/dry goods store in Newcastle
started selling some hardware items, Ray countered
with a rack of clothing in front of the store. One of
the store owners arrived at the store a little miffed
but after a few minutes conversation over a coffee,
they agreed to each stick to their own expertise. Ray
gave me a jacket and the rest were quickly
liquidated and we were out of the clothing business.
That’s how Ray solved issues in those days.
Saturday afternoons were often interesting. Beside
the hardware store, was the Queen’s Hotel and the
men’s beverage room opened on to the side street.
Often, after too many 9 cent drafts, patrons would
be evicted to the street to settle their differences.
Ray often entered the fray to talk common sense
into combatants upon which they would return to
the lounge and hardware store customers could
come and go safely.
Note: Jean Holmes passed away December 6, 2020. She
was in her 103rd year.

Historic Newcastle and its Township - Winter Reading
By Sher Leetooze
Like most areas, Clarke Township and Newcastle have had a plethora of
history books written about them. For those who are new to the area, or
new to the NVDHS, here is a list of good books to watch for. I’ve placed an
asterisk beside each title that is available through the Historical Society.
The number in brackets is the number we have available for sale.

*The Townships of Darlington and Clarke, by Professor John Squair. This
book is centred around the school section where Prof. Squair went to
school, more or less the Trickey’s Corners area. But like a lot of authors, he
followed some of the connections he found to other areas of the
township. (61)
Out of the Mists, by Helen Schmid. This book’s focus is Orono, though,
like Squair, the author followed a few connections to other parts of the
township. Included in the back of the book is a list of Orono people and
where their descendants went to live - some in other parts of the
country, and some to the USA. (0)
*Heritage Buildings of Clarke Township. Compiled by the Clarington
LACAC (forerunner to our Heritage Committee and our ACO Branch) This
book looks at the important early buildings around the township and
offers a little insight into what makes these buildings important. (6)
*Newcastle’s Sesquicentennial Book - in both hard cover or soft cover
- this is a photographic memoir of Newcastle’s 150th Anniversary year
showing all the events held and the people who participated. (38)
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*From Saddlebags to ‘75, by Marion Rickard Farr. Mrs. Farr takes
a look at the Methodist history of the village and the township from
the time of the Walbridges in 1824 to 1975. Covers all aspects of
church and community life. (23)
*Ebor House - the story of one of the communities’ grandest
houses in Bond Head. (2)
*Life at the Lakeshore, by Hazel Crago. In this little booklet, Hazel
tells what it was like to attend Lakeshore School. She reminisces
about the people she went to school with, the teachers, the
community. (6)
*Newcastle Community Hall Anniversary, compiled by the Hall
Board - a history of the hall and how it has been used down
through the years - floor plans included. (13)
*St. George’s 50th Anniversary - a brief look at the history of the
church and the program at the anniversary event. (2)
Newcastle Centennial 1856-1956 - a small booklet about the first
100 years of Newcastle and some of the exceptional people who
have lived there. (0)
Picture the Way We Were, compiled by Mothersill Printing. Through photographs loaned to the project by
citizens of both Darlington and Clarke, the history of the townships and their people is described. (0)
Clarke Township, Eastern Section, by Agnes Burley. The story of the Newtonville area and the families
who lived there. (0)
The Kendal Hills, by Catherine Stewart. A brief look at life in the Kendal Hills and the families who took part
in it. (0)
Shaw’s School History - 50 years of Education 1924-1974. A look at the teachers, the students and the
families of the Shaw’s school section. (0)
1793-1803 Settlers of Durham County, Upper Canada, by Leslie
Stephenson Wilson - using every available record, the author follows
early pioneers from their homes (mostly in the USA at the time of
the American Revolution) as they travelled through Ontario to their
final homes in Clarke Township. Most of these settlers were United
Empire Loyalists. (0)
Memoirs of Newtonville - a brief look at the history of the village
through stories and photographs (0)
From the Oak Plain to the Lakefront, by Sherrell Branton
Leetooze. This book has been out of print for a number of years,
however, it is being reformatted and reprinted and will be available
through the society toward the end of February. (25)
The Society also has 2 or 3 copies of Belden's Atlas of
Northumberland and Durham Counties, Ontario, (reprints) if you
are interested in old maps.
The books that are still available through the society will make good
winter reading. We wish you the best of luck finding copies of the
others which are just as interesting, and suggest Amazon, eBay, Abe
Books, and other sites on the internet that deal in good books.
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Newcastle Community Hall Gets Exterior Facelift
By Crystal Yaki
Beginning in the late fall of last year, the historic Newcastle Community
Hall has been undergoing an extensive renovation. The Municipality of
Clarington has arranged for IRC Building Sciences Group to restore this
historic building. The famous clock tower will have the clock faces repaired,
along with the exterior wooden structure. Much of the work involved to
restore the clock and other areas of the building will require that parts are
removed and reconstructed off-site to match the original details of the hall.

The clock tower is one of the prominent features of the hall, but the IRC
Group will also be repairing the roof, the unique stone cornices around
the building and repointing the brick exterior and replacing any bricks
that may be missing. This is definitely a large project, but one that the
hall board and members of the community are happy to see.
While there have been many Covid-19 related setbacks and challenges
over the last year, the much-needed TLC for the building gives hope and
a connection to the community; something to look forward to.

The Hall was built in 1923 by the Massey family and willed to the The front of the Community Hall and the
Municipality of Clarington. It has never been closed to the public until now. clock tower during exterior renovations.
This building has been always open and shared with the public through
various forms of meetings, banquets, weddings and other special events.

The Hall Board has been working diligently to recover the loss of revenue
during these trying times. It is saddening to see this iconic building sit
empty and unused. It is so easy to go back in time and envision what it
was like to feel the human presence in the building and recollect the
lifetime of memories that this building has made. The Board will
continue to ensure that the exterior and interior of the building is
maintained in an effort to keep the love for this building alive.
While maintaining the interior of the building, the Chair of the Hall
Board, Barry Carmichael recently uncovered some exit signs that were
original to the community hall. These were such a unique find, bringing
some positivity, light and excitement back to the Hall Board. We will
continue to find the light in every situation and we look forward to the Original stained glass exit signs
hall opening again in the near future.

The JASCO Products
By Myno Van Dyke
The J. Anderson Smith Company (JASCO) came to Newcastle, Ontario in 1916 and purchased the vacant
former Massey Manufacturing Factory on King East at Beaver Street. The factory buildings had seen very
little use since 1879 when Massey moved their entire operation to Toronto.
James A. Smith came from New Hamburg, Ontario and had obtained a contract to manufacture wooden
ammunition boxes for the Canadian Army. This continued until WW1 ended in 1918. Instead of closing up
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shop, they decided to utilize their equipment
and supplies and manufacture silverware
cases. In those days, eating utensils were
made of silver and unless stored in a proper
environment they would tarnish quickly.
These cases ensured that the silverware, for
the most part, glistened.
In the early 1960s, the company saw a drop in
sales, due to the fact that eating utensils were
now mostly made from stainless steel, which
meant no more tarnishing or polishing. This
encouraged JASCO to change production to
mostly jewelry cases, which proved to be a
wise decision. When Jackie (nee Smith) and
her husband Grant Cooper, took over the
business, it was going well but the Coopers soon realized that there were other products that they could
be making.
•

Glass top tables - these larger tables were quite attractive and had a polished glass top.

•

Television and Radio cabinets - very few of these were made apparently, but there were a number of
radio cabinets made by JASCO.

•

“Regency” 2-drawer Cutlery cabinets with curved legs. According to former Purchasing Manager Chris
Cooper, these cabinets were very expensive to make and there was little or no profit. To overcome
this they ordered “night tables” from another furniture manufacturer and added the drawers at the
JASCO plant making much better profits.

•

Wooden Pen and Pencil Cases for Sheaffer in Goderich, Ontario. These were also costly and time
consuming to manufacture but JASCO did make several thousand of them before stopping
production.

•

Shoe Shine Boxes for Schick Canada - these were very popular with a foot plate on top and
compartments inside for an electric polisher, polish, brush and other items.

•

Funeral Urns - these were small wooden urns made of either oak or walnut to hold human ashes.
They had a small plastic bag inserted into them and were shipped to a funeral wholesaler. Chris
Cooper advised “they were about the size of a Kleenex box but stood vertically with a lid on top.”

•

3M Video Cassette Tape small cabinets. These were made of mahogany and would hold 18 video
cassettes which were played on a VCR. These were limited edition
for a 3M Anniversary.

•

Refurbishing - People’s Credit Jewelers and Birks Jewelers were
major clients of JASCO and at times they would send jewelry and
silverware cases that were brought in by clients in need of
refurbishing.

•

Furniture Components - Gibbard Furniture in Napanee, Ontario,
would have JASCO make up “components;” usually the cloth
inserts for various types of furniture.

•

Custom made “Regalia” boxes for Pope’s visit to Canada in 1984 only 3 were made- one of which went to the Pope to store his
items during his time in our country.

In 1945, Howard and Grace Toms purchased an existing store on the
south side of King West at Mill Street and began a grocery business
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eventually called Toms and Sons. By the 1950s their two daughters,
Jean and Marj were working in the business along with their respective
husbands Bud Wagar and Murray Paterson. Soon, many other
products were sold at the store including Ladies’ and Men’s wear, wall
paper, carpet and shoes and boots. During this time a large shelving
unit was built for the store by JASCO. This business relationship made
sense because Grace Toms was the daughter of James Anderson
Smith, the founder of JASCO. At the time Grace’s brother, Jim Smith ran
the factory
The
shelving
unit
was
apparently used in the store to
display dry goods. Eventually,
the unit found its way to Bud
and Jean Wagar’s house on the
corner of Emily and Beaver
Streets in Newcastle. After Bud
and Jean passed away their son
Bill took over the house. The
house was recently sold and
Bill offered the shelving unit to
our NVDHS. It is a large solid
wood shelving unit with two
electric
fluorescent
lights
installed. On the back is the old “J. Anderson Smith Co.” sticker and
Chris Cooper advises it’s an older one so this unit is probably from the
early 1950s. This unit is about 4 feet wide and almost as high so it’s not
practical for us to keep in the Historical Room. It would be nice to see
it go to a good home.

It’s been interesting to see how this great company survived for almost
75 years. They were constantly looking for new products and ways to
keep their company successful. So many people in Newcastle were
employed here and, in the end, they had to shut down for essentially the
same reason that Massey Manufacturing left back in 1879; the inability
to find workers. Chris Cooper said that this was also a huge issue with
JASCO. They were unable to pay the same salaries as General Motors and
many of the large industries in the area. The other issue was that after
World War 2 there were plenty of young people who were used to doing
physical work and certainly had the stamina to work in a manufacturing
environment like JASCO. By the 1980s, it was almost impossible to keep
employees for any length of time as many found the job too strenuous.
Young folks that grew up on farms and new immigrants to Canada, like
the Dutch, had no difficulty working there, but this eventually changed.
Also, by the late 1980s, many of their products were being imported in
from other countries with much inferior quality and for a fraction of the
cost. Unfortunately, the factory closed for good in 1990. Thankfully, the
stories and memories remain. The late Amos Langley, a long-time
employee, put together a video of the plant just before it closed. You
can see it on YouTube.

Membership Info
Single Membership (1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 -print newsletter
Family Membership (2
votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter
Corporate Membership (1
vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or
by hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.
Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca OR
by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W., Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7 OR
can be paid in person* at the
Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday or
Saturday mornings from 9:30
a.m. to 12 noon. (*once we
are able to reopen)
Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WoO8McQc1Rs
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