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COVID
Cancellations
Or all the things we would
have been doing if it wasn’t
for the pandemic!

President Tom Wallace and Treasurer Sher Leetooze watch Vice President Myno Van Dyke
introduce the society’s newest acquisition - a Massey wheelbarrow - at the Annual General
Meeting on March 10. For more on the wheelbarrow, see Myno’s article in this edition.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you for your continuing support of the
NVDHS. Our Society has terrific support from
members, Directors, Officers, volunteers, past
and present residents of our Newcastle
community and others. We are blessed to have
such great support.
We have engaged a summer student to continue work on the
digitization project. This work is being conducted at a secure off-site
location. It is great that we have that option as we must maintain our
momentum to complete the project and make our archives
accessible to all users. This project has been ongoing for a few years
and its scope includes getting all records under the stewardship of
the Society into our database so that the records are easily
accessible. The original records and artifacts will be maintained and
can be easily retrieved if required. It will be similar to a library card
system where you can look online for books.

July 1 celebrations and
historical food event
We’d been planning a fun
historical garden party event
with the Culinary Historians of
Canada, but due to the
cancellation of the Canada
Day
festivities,
this
is
postponed.
Orono Fair, Sept. 10-13, 2020
The Orono Fair board made
the difficult decision to cancel
the 168th Orono Fair. The
dates for 2021 are Sept. 9-12.
Other events we participate in
but
which
have
been
cancelled or are unlikely to
proceed normally:
Wooden Boat Festival (Port
of Newcastle, July)
Newcastle Art & Artisan Fair
The fair organizers are making
plans to proceed on a limited
outdoor basis on weekends at
A Gift of Art. NVDHS will not be
participating.

During our COVID closing, we continue to maintain our Instagram, Facebook, e-mail, and website. These
are good methods to communicate with our members and the public. Please visit our webpage for
regular updates on the activities at your NVDHS. (newcastlehistorical.ca)
We are disappointed that our operations have been so adversely affected by the COVID virus but remain
hopeful that we will be able to re-open soon.
Stay safe,
Thomas Wallace

The Watson Wheelbarrow
By Myno Van Dyke
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society
recently received a donation of an
interesting old wheelbarrow. This “Massey
Harris #1” wheelbarrow was originally
purchased by William R. (Will) Watson
around 1910. The Watson’s had an apple
orchard near the former town of Dixie,
Ontario. In the early 1950’s part of the farm
was expropriated to expand the Queen
Elizabeth Way in what is now Mississauga.
The wheelbarrow was passed down to Will
Watson’s son Harold who purchased a farm
just west of Bowmanville at what is now
Bowmanville Avenue (Hwy #57) and
Highway 2. Later, the wheelbarrow was
passed on to his son Ted Watson who kept it
on his farm west of Bowmanville.

Ted Watson of Watson Farms recently donated this approximately 110-yearold Massey Harris wheelbarrow to the historical society.

The wheelbarrow has a special significance
for Newcastle. In 1847, Daniel Massey
moved to Newcastle and began making
small implements as well as wheelbarrows.
His #1 Massey wheelbarrow appears
identical to the ones made later by Massey
Harris. Massey Manufacturing moved from
Newcastle to Toronto in 1879.
In 1893, Massey Manufacturing
amalgamated with the A. Harris & Son
Company to create a new large firm called
Massey Harris.

The Massey-Harris catalogue image for the “Massey-Harris #1.”

The company continued to make these wooden wheelbarrows for many years. The sides are removable
enabling it to carry a much wider load. Lately, the wheelbarrow has been used to display fruits and
vegetables at the Watson Farm Market on Highway 2 at Maple Grove Road.

NVDHS Newsletter Issue 139 • Spring 2020

2

Over the years, Ted Watson has loaned Newcastle Village and District Historical Society this wheelbarrow
for our two “Massey Shows”. The wheelbarrow is in excellent condition considering it is 110 years old and
has been used regularly. Needless to say, the Historical Society is thrilled to have this wonderful part of
Ontario farm history.

COVID Chronicles
Or what we’re all doing when we can’t go on vacation!
During our forced cocooning these past few weeks, many of us have been finding things to do that reflect
the extra time on our hands. And your board members are no exception. All have been in pursuit of
further knowledge that will assist our members and members of the community in their requests, or are
simply finding ways to keep from going ‘stir crazy’!
Myself, I am taking a look at some of our early families. Do you remember the Sesquicentennial event we
held in the Community Hall in July 2017? For that event I made a list of all the families of Newcastle at the
time of Confederation. It was evident by that list that many of them still had descendants in the village in
2017. Now, I am tracing those families to see just where some of them came from before they arrived in
Newcastle over 150 years ago. You don’t realize how woefully lacking our old records are until you try to
trace someone...big job ahead of me!
I have also been quietly sitting home, collecting NVDHS mail, paying NVDHS bills, and making sure our
summer student gets his pay-cheque every Friday. Personal chores include gardening at home and at the
allotments, adding further to my family genealogy and writing a new book, Belly-Fat Buster Cookbook soon to be published.
Sher Leetooze, Treasurer
The ongoing NVDHS digitization project has started up again as of the beginning of May. Luckily, large
parts of it are more or less portable! At the beginning of the COVID shutdown, we had permission from
the Community Hall to go into the Historical Room briefly to retrieve our computers and an entire filing
cabinet full of files which still needed to be scanned and added to our database. We also have lots of
things already scanned but not yet in the database, so we’ll be busy doing that for some time. The board
had hired our summer student for this year in early February. Serendipitously, he happens to be my son
Jeffrey, who is a student at Seneca. Since he’s already living in our house, we could actually start work as
planned - though on our dining room table instead of at the Historical Room, and without as much
regular input from other board members and volunteers. So far, so good, and Jeff has been enjoying
learning more about the history of Newcastle as he goes through the documents.
Other projects I hope to complete soon are an online version of the Newcastle walking tour, that can be
easily used from a phone, and moving our website to a new template (for technical reasons, not design
reasons), as well as making various additions to the website. And lots of other website design work and
work in my garden are certainly keeping my days filled.
Paddy Duncan, Secretary
Well, aside from yard work, deck staining and painting, I did find time to repaint and make some repairs
to the Massey Harris Plow. Just have to get it over to the Community Hall gardens now.
Also made some repairs to our Massey Harris wheelbarrow donated by Watson Farms. I found some old
linseed oil, brushed it on carefully and the wood looks much better now. Also put some clear coat on the
wheel and metal parts.
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I noticed that the former Garrod house at the south east corner of Beaver and George Streets in
Newcastle is being rebuilt. The old garage on the east side was torn off a few weeks ago and it had 10
inch cedar planks 18 feet long. I was able to get one and we now have 2 five foot cedar window boxes on
the east side of our house...That’s all the news for now. All the best,
Myno Van Dyke, Vice President
I am taking on-line courses from Hillsdale College, reading, riding the stationery bicycle, cutting trees,
cooking, and eating,
Tom Wallace, President
I have been periodically posting some historical facts on our Facebook and Instagram pages. I also have
been documenting some key notes on the COVID-19 pandemic, so that when we do get back together,
we can write about this event and file it for reference.
Crystal Yaki, Social Media
Aside from social distancing I built an older computer so that I could retrieve the files that were on
Leslie’s old Zip drives and was lucky enough to have the parts I needed. So now we have the data that
hopefully we can open with a Mac computer. I haven't heard if they tried to open them yet. (We did! ~
Editor) I am still repairing computers as long as people drop them off and pick them up when I am
finished with them. Cleaned up a lot of my ancient computer parts and disposed of them at Rona. And
now that the grass is growing I will sit and watch until it needs to be cut again.
Greg Forget, Tech Specialist
I am still isolating because I am concerned about my immune system. For over 6 weeks I had my younger
son and his two young sons living with me. They came because his partner might be considered an
essential worker and so it was safer to stay with me. Murray was trying to work from here and between
us were trying to help the 4 and 8 year olds with their school work. Things in Toronto changed so they
were able to move back home. Now I am alone and trying to look after my gardens and depending on
other family members to keep me in groceries.
Erla Jose, Local History Specialist
I'm afraid I have not done much of any
real value to anyone but perhaps
myself. I am normally a fairly heavy
reader, but over the last few weeks, I
have read about 40 books including
the entire 12 volume Poldark series,
and am now working my way through
Dr. Doyle's Sherlock Holmes lot.

Homebound genealogy research is, as
usual, ongoing and I have added another
3500 names to my database which now
totals just over 317,000 persons.
Tinkering in and cleaning out the
garage is always fun, isn't it?
Roger Farrow

Clarington Mayor Adrian Foster and former councillor Willie Woo congratulate Ben
Walsh, the winner of the NVDHS 2020 Preservation Award at the Annual General
Meeting on March 3.
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From the murky depths
By Paddy Duncan
How many of you know that the cribbing from
the original piers at Bond Head is still visible
under the water to the west of the current
piers?
Completed almost 180 years ago, the piers,
which were built on timber cribs filled with
boulders, and the associated warehouse were
the centrepiece of what was envisioned to be
the village of Bond Head, built around the
natural harbour at Graham Creek.
The creek was dammed and several mills were
Timber and stone remains of Bond Head piers 2020. Photo: Kevin Leckie
built, along with 50 or 60 houses, several stores
and taverns. After a rocky start in the 1840s, by
1851, the population had grown to 200, and businesses included a grocer, a grist mill, a tannery, a
blacksmith shop, a saw mill, a distillery, a cooper shop, a shoemaker, three carpenters, a plasterer, a
butcher and an inn. There was even a Masonic Lodge; Durham Lodge 66.
In 1856, the Grand Trunk Railway line,
(now CN) opened, with the station
located between Bond Head and the
village of Newcastle. The 1860s were a
busy time in Bond Head, with grain,
cattle hide, horses, pork and cheese
being shipped across the lake during
the American Civil war. The 1870s and
1880s were not so kind and saw a
decline in trade and population due to
US tariffs, the competition from
western wheat and transportation by
rail.
1893 brought disaster; the dam at the
mill (now 612 Mill St.) gave way,
Bond Head piers circa 1900. The Argyle, a 185’ long steam paddle wheeler built in
washing tons of silt into the upper
Picton in 1899 can be seen between the ends of the two piers. They were much
farther apart than the present day piers, forming the eastern and western sides of an harbour. Dredging was attempted, but
outer basin. (Photo: Jack Gordon Collection)
in 1906, the passenger ship Erindale,
tied up to the western pier, burned.
The pier was severely damaged and never rebuilt. In 1913, a bad storm destroyed the lighthouse on the
eastern pier, and this was the final blow for the harbour as a commercial anchorage.
By the 1960s, all that remained of the harbour were some of the pilings along the west side of Graham
Creek, and the extensive crib work and huge timbers underwater. In 1971, the federal government built the
existing concrete piers as part of the construction of the marina and housing that was to become the Port
of Newcastle. The new piers are in a different location than the old ones - slightly to the east, and running
at approximately a 45 degree angle to the original piers - NW to SE, rather than almost due north to south.
This was done because the original orientation wasn’t ideal, as noted by Edward Hodder in 1857:
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“Between 4 and 5 miles E. by
N. of Darlington is the Port
of Bond Head. It consists of
a wharf run out into 10 feet
water ; but from its exposed
situation can only be
approached in fine weather,
or when the wind is off
shore.”

Membership Info
Single Membership (1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter
(email)
$15 -print newsletter
Family Membership (2
votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter

- The Harbours and Ports
of Lake Ontario by Edward
M. Hodder, M.D., 1857
Boulders once contained by the timber cribbing litter
the bottom of the lake, in an area that doesn’t
So what is left of the old
otherwise have large boulders.
piers today? Surprisingly,
quite a lot, as some of us
have discovered recently. I hadn’t looked for years, but went out a
couple of weeks ago in a canoe and was amazed to see that the
remains of both piers are still quite visible on a calm day when the
water is clear. Many of the large timbers that formed the cribbing
supporting the piers are still there, as are the big boulders that the
cribs contained. Newcastle resident Kevin Leckie also explored the
remains of the piers recently and took some underwater photos that
you see here. He also took video, which we’ll be adding to our website
soon.

So, on a calm day when the water is clear, take a boat out, find the old
cribbing, and imagine strolling the length of the piers at Bond Head in
the 1860s.

Corporate Membership (1
vote):
$25 - digital & print
newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or
by hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.

Memberships can be
purchased or renewed
online at
newcastlehistorical.ca
OR by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and
District Historical Society
20 King Ave. W., Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7
OR can be paid in person at
the Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday
or Saturday mornings from
9:30 a.m. to 12 noon.

The eastern pier and lighthouse at Bond Head, circa 1900. (Photo: Jack Gordon Collection)
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info@newcastlehistorical.ca
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newcastlehistorical.ca.
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