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President’s Message

Upcoming Events

Dear Members and Friends,

Thank you for your continuing support of the
NVDHS. Our Society has terrific support from
members, Directors, Officers, volunteers, past
and present residents of our Newcastle
community and others. We are blessed to have
such great support.

We are pleased to announce that we have a new Board member,
Crystal Northey. Crystal is a resident of Newcastle and has assumed a
social media role. In January, we opened an Instagram account to
share Newcastle history through this platform. The implementation
has been a huge success; a recent posting of one of our historical
pictures received in excess of 2,000 views.

Our Valentine Day’s contest on Facebook asked people to tell us “What
I love about Newcastle?” It was an enjoyable event with many terrific
responses. The winner got a year’s free membership in the society.
Stay tuned for more contests and online events.

Annual General
Meeting
Tuesday, March 10, 7 p.m.
Historical Room, Newcastle
Community Hall

Join us and find out what we've
been doing for the past year.
Help honour this year's
Preservation Award winner;
The Refinery Salon and Barber.
Participate in our fun and
informative Show and Tell.

Got an object from Great Aunt
Bessie's basement that you
can't quite identify? Something
amazing you found at a garage
sale last summer? Bring it in
and share at our Newcastle
mini-Antiques Roadshow. Free
Refreshments!

Sport &
Leisure Show
Sunday, March 8, 1 - 4 p.m.,
Garnet B. Rickard Arena
2440 Regional Highway 2,
Bowmanville

Drop by our booth at the Sport
& Leisure show from 1 to 4
p.m. We’ll have interesting
antique technology artifacts on
display! There is a free public
skate during the show (1:30 to
3:15 p.m.) And free pizza.

A recent Saturday morning at NVDHS with members Bill Lake, Greg Forget, Jack Hartwell
Greg St. Amand, and Brian Wilson enjoying a video on unusual wood stove construction.



“Roseholm”- The
Catalogue House
By Myno Van Dyke

The house located at 83 Mill Street South
Newcastle was originally constructed around
1926. The vacant lot was purchased that year
for about $600 by Charlie Cowan. Charlie A.
Cowan was born January 12, 1896 near
Morgan’s Corners, east of Newcastle. He first
attended school at Cowanville, just north of
Morgan’s Corners. He also lived on a farm
beside Highway 2 near Stephenson’s Road and
later attended school in Newcastle. One of his
first jobs was working on a “railway bus.” This

bus carried train passengers and freight from the CNR and CPR stations into the village. For 13 years he
worked at Harv Britton’s bakery at King & Mill Streets (where Shopper’s is now). As well, he worked for the
Great West Northern Railway. He married Viola Verbena Gilmer in 1920 and they first resided at 129 North
Street in Newcastle. (This is now the home of Jack and Gloria Gordon).

The house at 83Mill Street was built circa 1926, but it was not a normal home construction. It was a “kit home”
ordered out of a catalogue. In 1926, there were essentially two companies selling these pre-fab houses in
Canada. One was the T. Eaton Company, who only sold pre-fab homes in Western Canada and the other was
an American Company out of Michigan called Aladdin Homes. The Canadian Aladdin Co. Ltd. had its head
office in the CPR building in Toronto and was the largest. The house parts were pre-cut at the Toronto factory
and shipped to the railway station closest to the customer. Included in the package was a detailed set of blue
prints and a construction manual. The company boasted that “anyone who could swing a hammer could
build an Aladdin Home.” As well, they guaranteed the quality of their lumber by stating “we will pay $1 for

Roseholm, at 83 Mill St. South, before the recent renovations.
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We have some interesting projects this year. We are planning a historical-themed baking contest to be held
during the Harvest Festival. Details are being finalized but historical recipes and/or historical apples seem
to be reasonable inclusions in the contest rules. Further details to come.

Continuing with the food theme, a group from The Culinary Historians of Canada will do a presentation at
our October Speaker’s Night. Their topic will be on work that was done on the home front to support the
war effort and the delivery of food to the soldiers in the trenches. I am really looking forward to this
presentation. I know that Durham county sent thousands of socks to support the war effort and people
collected milkweed for life preservers and collected steel from fences for use in military equipment. The
distribution of food to military personnel in the trenches, and what they ate, is also a fascinating topic.
Please refer to our website and newsletter for further details of this event.

Mark your calendars for July 1 Canada Day celebrations in Newcastle; we are organizing a Victorian Garden
Party. Food and games from the 1880s will be featured.

We are continuing with our digitization project. We have a terrific leadership group among the board and
member volunteers, and have once again engaged a summer student to work on this project.

Enjoy the remainder of winter – we have been very fortunate with the weather so far.

Thomas Wallace



every knot you can find in a
carload of Aladdin lumber.”

Charlie Cowan would likely have
picked up his house at the CPR
station, where the Newcastle Cold
Storage is now, on Mill St. N. It
appears that he picked out a
model similar to one called “The
Pomona.” This house listed for
$1,296.75 and that likely included
delivery costs. The company would
not sell on credit, it was cash only
and this likely contributed to their
success. Charlie Cowan would first
have to construct the basement
foundation on his own.

Charlie joined Brookdale
Nurseries in 1934 and worked
there as a salesman and
landscape gardener until he
retired in 1968. In 1986, there was a 90th birthday party celebration for Charlie across the street from his
home at Newcastle United Church. Over 200 people attended to give him their best wishes.

Charlie and Viola were well known gardeners and had beautiful rose gardens at their home. The property
was called “Roseholm” and this name is still on the front of the house. The front porch area on the west side
was closed in at some point and has been used as a sunroom. You can clearly see the three brick pillars
and wooden upper posts that were part of the original porch.

Viola died in 1973 and after Charlie passed away in 1987, the house went to his niece RubyWarburton, who
lived there for many years. Recently, the house was re-sold to Zak Marchant a home builder originally from
Niagara Falls. He purchased the house in March, 2019
and immediately built a new addition on the east side of
the home. He was unaware that this was at one time a
“catalogue home” and now intends to retain some of the
original features. The house that could be built by
“anyone who could swing a hammer” still looks great.

Floor plans and illustration of “The Pomona” from Aladdin Homes catalogue from the 1920s.
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Reverend and Mrs. M.C. Fisher (left) of Peterborough joined
about 200 other friends to help celebrate Charlie Cowan’s 90th

birthday at a party held at Newcastle United Church in 1986.
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Lost in Translation
Attempting to decipher newspaper items from a hundred years ago clearly demonstrates that English is
anything but a dead language - it is constantly changing; both in meaning and usage. (Answers on pg. 6).

1. February, 1842: "Mr. James Hill, formerly of Clarke, had the misfortune to have his jumper stolen while on
his way from here to Logan Twp. in Perth County." Did Mr. Hill lose: a) a heavy woolen pullover b) a crude
sleigh or c) a type of horse?

2. September 1888 - "Mr. T. Douglas lost another of his fancy drivers last week." Did Mr. Douglas lose: a) a
golf club b) a liveried coachman c) a horse?

“Olive’s Dress,” 2020, 36x60” acrylic on canvas,
by Bowmanville artist Jane Eccles.

On display now at the HistoricalRoom
by Leslie Wilson

The pale white dress with green velvet trim on the left was once (in
1902) more colourful than it is today. Between the French lace inserts
are hand embroidered flowers which were at one time a bright leaf
green colour. The dress is known to have belonged to Olive Wilmot
because the Society has a photograph of her wearing it. It was the type of dress worn by well-to-do women
during the day around the house or to take afternoon tea on the lawn. It would not have been worn outside
the home because of the length of the skirt (which drags on the ground at the back as a sort of mini-train) and
would have become instantly dirty on a sidewalk or shop floor.

The black and white dress on the right, because of the quality of the silk fabric, lace, and construction, is also
believed to have belonged to Olive. Both dresses may have been made for her while she was in Paris on her
honeymoon with Henry Sanford. Mr. Sanford was a very wealthy man and could have spoiled his young bride
with the best Paris had to offer without putting much of a dent in his pocketbook.

The two pink silk and cream lace peignoir sets (nightie & housecoat to the rest of us) are from a very good
New York prêt-à-porter shop and might have been Olive's, but the Society believes they may have been gifts
from Olive to her sister Minnie Galbraith. Minnie was considerably taller than Olive and these sets are for a
tall woman.
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Preservation Award 2020: Uglow toWalsh
by Myno Van Dyke

The Refinery Salon and Barber Shop at 39 King Avenue East is the winner of our 2020 Preservation Award.
Last year, Ben and Jenette Walsh leased the building and converted the interior into a beautiful old-
fashioned barber shop. Ben and Jenette live between Newcastle and Orono and frequently looked at the
old building. Ben had a barber shop in Oshawa, but he grew up in Blackstock. Jenette is originally from
Whitby and she had a shop in Courtice. They felt that Newcastle was the perfect spot to have their business
and so far, they seem thrilled with the success of the shop.

39 King E. - a short history

John Joliffe Uglow was born April 1,
1848 in Warbstow, Cornwall, England.
About 1868, he emigrated to Port
Hope, Ontario. His brother William,
had moved to the Port Hope area in
1865. In Port Hope, John served a
seven-year apprenticeship as a tailor
with Edward Budge. Then he moved to
Newtonville where he also set up a
tailor shop. In 1875, he was married to
Louisa Rich who passed away the
following year of “degenerative lungs.”
In 1878, he married Tryphosa Neal and
that same year he is shown on the
Newcastle Assessment at King Street,
in Newcastle. A photograph at the
NVDHS shows the Uglow house with
the “J. Uglow Tailor” sign on the house over the front window on the west side. So, it appears that the tailor
business was first in the home on the east side of the shop. This house still stands today as well.

In 1879, they had a son, Charles Malcolm Uglow. And, the following year, 1880, another boy, Stanley John
Uglow. In 1881, they had William Neal Uglow, and in 1883, they had Amos Neal Uglow. In 1885, a daughter

Tryphosa was born but the mother, also named
Tryphosa, passed away just a few weeks later of
“Puerperal Fever.” Then, tragically, young Tryphosa
died 3 months later. Sadly, their 3-year-old son Amos
Neal also died in 1886, of scarlet fever.

In 1887, John J. re-married to Charlotte Neal from
Hope Township. Tragedy struck again in May, 1889,
when 7-year-old William was found drowned in the
Mill Pond at Newcastle. According to the Canadian
Statesman newspaper, “young Willie fell from a bridge
into a pond while fishing shortly after school.”

In 1889, a local newspaper reported “John Uglow is
putting up a brick building for a Tailor Shop & Store.
Simmons also contracted for Uglow.” That same year
the Uglows had a daughter Edith Maria Neal Uglow.
(Edith married Cecil Carveth in 1917).The interior of the Uglow tailor shop. John J. Uglow is on the left.
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Single Membership (1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 -print newsletter

Family Membership (2
votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter

Corporate Membership (1
vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter

Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.

Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.

Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or by
hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.

Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca
OR by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W.
Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7
OR can be paid in person at
the Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday or
Saturday mornings from 9:30
a.m. to 12 noon.

Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.

Membership Info

In 1921, John Uglow reported an income of $3500 annually, which
would have been a healthy income then. In 1923, at age 75, he retired
from tailoring and passed away the following year on November 6,
1924. His last wife, Charlotte, passed away January 6, 1930. They are
both buried in Bowmanville Cemetery.

In recent years, the building had been home to the Newcastle Village
Print Shoppe (Bob McCaw) and then for a very short time, a tattoo
parlour. When the tattoo parlour closed and the “for lease” sign went
on, Ben and Jenette went in and signed the lease.

Ben says he loves antiques and soon installed 4 antique barber chairs.
Ben restored them himself, three of the chairs are “Belmonts from the
1950s and one is a “Koken” model from the 1960s. Along the east wall,
there are five old folding theatre seats that look similar to ones that
were in the Newcastle Community Hall. As well, the shop is decorated
with antique signs, pictures and wood trim.

Bob McCaw, who previously had the print shop there, provided them
with three black and white photographs which show outside and inside
views the “Uglow Tailor Shop.” They are proudly displayed on the east
wall of the shop beside a picture of Ben’s hockey hero “Bobby Orr” in an
Oshawa Generals uniform.

Interestingly, Ben, with his wonderful beard, looks a lot like the man
who built the building at 39 King East, John Joliffe Uglow – a man who
also used a pair of scissors to carry out his trade. It is exciting and
encouraging to see this young couple take such an interest in the
history of this building and this community. Congratulations Ben and
Jenette on winning our Preservation Award. It will be presented at our
NVDHS Annual General Meeting on March 10, at 7 p.m.

(Thanks to Leslie Wilson for researching the information on the Uglow family)

39 King Avenue E. today, as the Refinery Salon & Barber shop, run by Jenette & Ben Walsh.

Lost in Translation answers: 1. (b), 2. (c)


