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Festival of Trees
November 15 - December 15
Diane Hamre Recreation
Complex
All trees are on display during
regular complex hours. Buy
raffle tickets to win a tree in
support of the Newcastle
Santa Parade. More info:
facebook.com/thevillageof
newcastle/events
The Historical Society float in the Newcastle Santa Parade on November 17 was pulled by
an antique Massey Harris tractor owned and driven by NVDHS member Greg St. Amand.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends,
As the Holiday season quickly approaches, I
would like to thank our Members, Directors and
Officers for their support of the NVDHS during
the past year.
We have a terrific Board that meets ten months
per year to address issues related to the growth
and continuing success of the Society. I would
like to thank each member of our Board for
their terrific contributions. Paddy Duncan, Sher
Leetooze, Erla Jose, Myno Van Dyke, Roger Farrell, Robert Malone, Ken
Crichton and Greg Forget each bring unique and special talents which
allows our Society to flourish.
I would be remiss to not acknowledge the contributions of our
volunteers. We have had countless volunteer hours at our Society
during 2019. A special thank you to Leslie Wilson (Stephenson) and

Edwardian
Christmas
Friday, Dec. 6, 7 – 9 p.m.
Waverly Place & Sarah Jane
Williams Heritage Centre,
Clarington Museums
37 Silver Street & 62
Temperance
St.,Bowmanville
Clarington Museum’s annual
Edwardian Christmas event
follows the downtown
Bowmanville’s tree lighting
ceremony. Their beautiful
Edwardian home, Waverley
Place, will be glittering with
traditional yuletide
decorations. There will be
music, crafts, snacks, tours
and so much more!

Brian Wilson for their assistance and continuing work in organizing our records for the digitization project.
A special thank you also to our high school student Heather Johnson for her amazing commitment and
contribution to the digitization project.
We will never forget the commitment and contribution of the late Ron Locke
who opened the doors at the Society every Tuesday and Saturday morning for
many years. Ron also volunteered as the membership secretary for many
years. We will miss Mr. Locke.

We have commenced decorating the Historical room for the upcoming holiday
season. The Victorian Christmas cards are on display. I am certain that Christmas
decorations and streamers will be abundant. With that in mind we are hosting
Christmas celebrations at the Historical Society on Tuesday, December 17 and
Saturday December 21 during regular operating hours, 9:30 a.m. to noon. Please
join us for a bit of Christmas cheer.
Wishing you and your family and friends a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Thomas Wallace

Pioneer Doctor: Annie Carveth Higbee
By Myno Van Dyke
Dr. Annie Ella Carveth Higbee passed away in Milton, Ontario on Monday, April
26, 1975 in her 101st year. She had an incredible life and some of it was right
here in Newcastle, Ontario.

Annie Carveth Higbee

Annie Carveth was born in 1864 in Port Hope but in 1867 she moved with her
family to the Village of Leskard, north of Orono. Her parents were John Carveth,
born in 1826 and died in 1906, and her mother was Mary (Ruddock), born in
1833 and died in 1880. John owned the Leskard Mills and was a member of
Clarke Council, and later the local Reeve. They had three children; George,
Arthur and Annie. Annie attended public school in Leskard and later high school
in Port Hope. She graduated from Toronto General Hospital as a nurse in 1888.
Then she went on to study medicine, receiving her degree at the Women’s
College of Medicine/Trinity College within five years.

Before 1906, women were not usually allowed or accepted in colleges or medical schools. The first female
physician in Canada was Emily Stowe. No medical school in Canada would take her but she graduated from
New York Medical College for Women in 1867. She returned to Toronto and practiced medicine “illegally.”
In 1870 was she allowed to attend the University of Toronto and was finally given a license in 1880. In 1883,
her campaign to establish a medical college for women resulted in the opening of Women’s College of
Medicine, which later became the Ontario Medical College for Women. It did not grant degrees; students
were permitted to take examinations at Trinity College, Victoria University, and the University of Toronto.
In 1906, it closed when U of T began admitting women to the medical school.
After graduating, Annie moved to Los Angeles, California, a move sponsored by the Canadian Medical
Association. Here, she met her husband, Professor Charles Higbee, from Cleveland, Ohio. They soon had a
son, John and then in 1912 moved to the Peace River District in northern Alberta.
John (Jack), who was then 13 years old, recalled in a newspaper article that it was 40 degrees below zero
when they travelled the 250 miles by ox-drawn sled along the Edson Trail to their 640-acre farm in the
NVDHS Newsletter Issue 137 • Fall 2019

2

Benzanson District near Grande
Prairie. (They travelled into
Alberta by train but the railway
didn’t reach Grande Prairie until
1916 so they had to take the
Edson Trail.) They made the
journey with Annie’s brother
Arthur, his wife and their
children, Rita and Gerald, who
made the trip from Newcastle,
Ontario.
Once they arrived, Charles
taught
school
and
Jack Higbee - Courtesy South
Peace Region Archives.
homesteaded
while
Annie
utilized her medical degree to
help the pioneers and Cree families in the area. Annie
travelled by horseback and often rode 15 to 20 miles Excerpt from “Canada’s Oldest Lady Doctor is a Native of
during the night to deliver a baby with her medical Durham County” - The Canadian Statesman, Feb. 14, 1957.
instruments strapped to a saddle. In the winter, she
travelled by horse and sleigh often driven by her son, John.
According to local medical records, she delivered the
second white child born in the area. She is believed to be
“the first female pioneer medical practitioner in Canada
making her rounds either by horseback or by a team of
Oxen”. In 1913, she participated in laying the corner stone
for the first log hospital in Grande Prairie. Prior to this, they
utilized a caboose as their first hospital.
In the fall of 1919, the family moved back to the Toronto
area and Annie joined the staff of Toronto Western
Hospital, where she worked as an anesthetist. She retired
from there in 1925 and moved to Newcastle, where she
practiced medicine until 1938.

Dr. Annie Carveth Higbee at her office in Grande Prairie,
1916, stands at extreme right. Also shown, Mr. Arthur W.
Carveth; Mrs. Carveth; Rita Carveth, Jack Higbee and Prof.
Charles E. Higbee. - Courtesy South Peace Region Archives

In Newcastle, the Higbees owned and resided in the former “Boate House”
on Mill Street South. A newspaper article from the Canadian Statesman,
dated August 23, 1928 says, “Mr. Chas Higbee, formerly of Toronto, is now
living in the former Jas. Parker house, originally the home of the
Northrups (sic), and has begun the process of cleaning and renovating it.
Mrs. Higbee (Dr. Annie Carveth) Toronto, and their son, Mr. Jack Higbee,
Cooksville, also spent the weekend here. It is very gratifying to Newcastle
residents in general that someone has purchased this fine old property
and set about reclaiming the commodious three-story house and
spacious grounds from a state of decadence before it’s too late.”
Her husband Professor Charles E. Higbee died in Toronto on November
13, 1934. He was interred at Orono Cemetery. In 1938, Annie sold the
“Boate House” to Mr. and Mrs. Graham and that same year, her son Jack
married Charlotte Petit in Burlington, Ontario.
The Boate House, Mill St., Newcastle

Annie Higbee also owned a cottage at Bond Head, which was then called
“Newcastle-on-the-Lake”. It was called “Tintagle.” Previously, it was also
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referred to in the Canadian Statesman as one of the “Carveth
cottages.” There are numerous mentions in local newspapers
about her being there or entertaining people there in the late
1940s. According to the late Gordon Carveth, this was the same
cottage on Boulton Street that was once owned by Captain Frank
Gibson. It was completely rebuilt some years ago and is now the
home of Brian Mountford.
Annie’s brother, George was also a medical doctor and one of the
founders of Toronto Western Hospital. Her son, John (Jack) retired
in 1963 as Chief Engineer of the Waterworks Division of the
Burlington Public Utilities Commission.
Annie was the aunt of Cecil Carveth of Newcastle who sold his
Carveth Feed, Flour and Elevator business in Newcastle and
followed his father and brother Rupert west in the fall of 1911. In
1916, Cecil Carveth obtained farmland near Grande Prairie and
after “filing;” he returned to Ontario where he purchased his
former Feed and Grain business (where the Snug Restaurant is
now on King Avenue East in Newcastle). He later became the Reeve
of Newcastle for many years and was a well-respected local
Dr. Annie Higbee (right) with student nurse
historian.

viewing the signatures of the founders at the 60th
anniversary celebration for Toronto Western
At age 92, Annie Higbee was recognized as the oldest surviving Hospital in 1955. Dr. Higbee’s brother George
Staff Surgeon and the oldest graduate “woman” doctor in Canada. was a founder.

At age 95, she was still able to practice medicine.
When she passed away in 1975, Annie Higbee was living in a retirement home in Milton, Ontario. She is
buried with her husband and Carveth family members at the Orono Cemetery. A children’s playground in
Grande Prairie is named after Annie Higbee.

A splash of lemon
by Leslie Wilson
An old recipe book, a mid-nineteenth century bottle of lemon extract, and
two Wilmot descendants, one from New Jersey and one from Michigan ~ all
in our room within the last few months. It can be surprising what comes
together.
Elizabeth Wilmot, daughter of Allan, was once famous throughout the
Village of Newcastle for her lemon tarts; the late Francis Jose for instance,
remembered them fondly. When NV&DHS member Ron Locke was
renovating/restoring the kitchen of the Alan Wilmot home, many empty
“lemon essence” bottles were found stuffed into a boarded-up cupboardcum-closet in a pantry.
The following recipe was submitted to the St. George’s Anglican Church
Women’s “Recipe Book” in 1927, not by Miss Lizzie as she was called, but by
of many “lemon essence” bottles
Miss Cora Blanche Butler. By 1927 real lemons were easy to come by in the One
found by Ron Locke in the Wilmot
village so the 19th century lemon oil/alchohol “essence” was not called for home - still containing dried essence.
in this version.
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Recollections of Molly Estall; niece of ‘The Wilmot Girls’
“Three Wilmot sisters, Lizzie, Julia and Maggie lived in Newcastle,
Ontario for most of their long lives. They were always known as ‘the
Wilmot Girls’. ...”Lizzie was petite – fine features, blue eyes, white hair –
when I knew her. As a young girl she must have been like a Dresden doll,
but not a fragile one. She was a marvellous cook, and no church sale or,
in fact, family party, was complete without Lizzie’s lemon tarts. My Aunt
Olive Thorne, granddaughter of Samuel Wilmot, inherited her mantle. I
inherited the recipe! Tiny as she was, there was no doubt who was the
head of that household.“
“Julia was taller, handsome, but a very ‘comfortable’ sort of person. She
was a widow. She didn’t flaunt her status, but she had been a married
woman and knew a thing or two the other sisters didn’t, didn’t she? It
gave her status!”
“Maggie was something else – tall, angular – the adjective that keeps
coming to mind is ‘arch’. She fancied herself as the family humorist and
flirted outrageously with anyone who wore pants, old or young –
embarrassing to the young, but hilarious, too. Anyway, she sparkled –
fancy combs in her hair, earrings, a necklace or two, brooches, bracelets,
and a ring or so. One didn’t ignore her – but she was kindly, too – a real
character.”
Canadian Genealogist, Vol 6, No. 2, June 1984 - Aunt Lizzie Reminisces: A
memoir recorded by Norah Wilmot, prepared by Molly E. Estall

Miss Lizzie’s Lemon Butter
Filling for Tarts
▪

yolks of 3 large eggs

▪

rind (finely grated) &
juice of 1 lemon

▪

2/3 cup granulated
white sugar

▪

1/3 cup fresh
(unsalted) butter,
melted

▪

pastry enough for 24
small tart shells

Mix all together and put into
uncooked pastry shells. Cook
in moderate oven. Yield:
about two dozen.
From: St. George’s Church
Recipe Book, Newcastle, ON,
1927; original in NV&DHS
collection

Corporal Jarvis Edward Belsey
by Myno Van Dyke
Corporal Jarvis Edward BELSEY was born April 8, 1927 in Dover, England. His
parents were Edward (Ted) J. Belsey (1903-1960) and Gladys E. (Smith) Belsey
(1904-1990). Jarvis had three siblings; Joan, Patricia and Peter.
His father, Ted, was also a veteran serving with the Royal Navy. He signed up
in 1919 at 15, as a “Boy Seaman” and served until 1946, in countries like
Malaysia, China and Singapore. In 1947, Ted, Gladys and three children
emigrated to Canada, first living in the old “Toll House” on King Avenue East,
Newcastle, where Ted’s sister, Lorna Adair and her husband Fred lived. In
1949, the Belseys built a new house immediately east of the Adairs. From
their arrival in Newcastle until his death in 1960, Ted worked at the J.
Anderson Smith factory. The Belseys were quite active in the community,
belonging to St. George’s Anglican Church and the Newcastle Bowling League. Ted was on the Newcastle
Community Hall Board and a member of the Newcastle Lions and Bowmanville Branch of the Canadian Legion.
Because Jarvis was serving with the Royal Marines back in England, he was unable to join the family in the
move to Newcastle. In 1949, Jarvis had three months of leave and stayed in Newcastle with his family. His
brother, Peter Belsey, who was nine years old at the time, recalled that when Jarvis was there, they went
down to Graham Creek. Jarvis had a rifle and from a great distance he shot a hole in a 1944 Canadian
quarter. Peter said; “On that day I was so proud of his marksmanship. I still carry that same quarter on my
key chain to this day.”
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In August of 1950, Jarvis married
Joyce G. West in Tavistock, England.
He soon left for Korea as part of the
Allied effort in the “Chosin
Reservoir Campaign.” The 41
Independent Commando Royal
Marines was a volunteer unit
formed as part of the United
Nations force to be deployed to
Korea in September 1950. Chosin
Reservoir was the first major
Belsey house on King Ave. East
engagement in the Korean War
between Chinese and American
forces. Shi-Lun's forces consisted of 67,000 men, well-positioned on
high ground, and ready to face the 30,000 American and Allied soldiers
scattered over the surrounding area.
Jarvis’ brother Peter said; “initially Jarvis was not permitted to join the
unit because he had recently married and only single Marines were
being recruited. He sought a second interview with the Unit
Commander and was reluctantly granted permission to join. From
September, until his death, his Unit conducted raids on bridges and
railroads. On November 27th, the Commandos were assigned the task
to proceed north through Koto-Ri to the Chosin Reservoir to relieve
United States Marines withdrawing from the area. On a narrow road in
extremely bitter winter weather Jarvis' unit came under attack by
Chinese forces on the night of November 29th 1950. The convoy was
mortared by the Chinese. He died when struck by shrapnel while riding
in a troop truck. (I received this info from Jarvis' mate who was sitting
beside him at the time.) Those killed that night were not retrieved until
December 8th. They were buried in a communal grave near Koto-Ri and
later repatriated to the Commonwealth Cemetery a few years later.”

There were about 20,000 to 25,000 Allied soldiers involved in the Chosin
Reservoir Campaign. They were known as “The Chosen Few,” suffering
about 15,000 casualties at the reservoir, and during the subsequent
advance, 2,500 were killed and 5,000 were wounded. There were about
7,500 cases of frostbite. Casualties for the Chinese are estimated to have
been 20,000 to 30,000. Including Corporal
Jarvis Belsey, there were seventeen
members of the 41st Commandos killed
on November 29th, 1950.
Ted Belsey died at Sunnybrook Hospital
in Toronto in 1960 and Gladys passed
away in 1990. Their daughter Patricia
passed away in Bowmanville in 2015,
daughter Joan (Bedford) resides in
Bowmanville and brother Peter lives in
Oshawa. Belsey Lane in Newcastle is
named after Jarvis Belsey. His name is
also recognized on the cenotaph at
Newcastle.
NVDHS Newsletter Issue 137 • Fall 2019

Membership Info
Single Membership (1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 -print newsletter
Family Membership (2
votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter
Corporate Membership (1
vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or by
hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.
Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca
OR by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W.
Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7
OR can be paid in person at
the Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday or
Saturday mornings from 9:30
a.m. to 12 noon.
Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.
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