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President’s Message

Upcoming Events

Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you very much for your continuing
support of NVDHS.
It is with sadness that we report the passing of
Ron Locke on August 23, 2019. Ron served in
most Executive positions and was a Board
member for many years. Ron recently served as
membership secretary. He opened the Historical
Room on most Tuesday and Saturday mornings
and he was always available to answer member enquiries. He will be
sorely missed. Our condolences are extended to the Locke family.

During the fourth quarter we will be participating in the Harvest
Festival (first Saturday in October), where we’ll have our annual
“Garage Sale” featuring interesting items we no longer need, and we
are planning a Remembrance Day display which will be featured at
the room for much of November. Please visit us at these events.

Olive Wilmot –
Had they but known her
An Interactive Discussion
Sunday Sept. 29, 1 to 3 p.m.
St. George’s Anglican Church
250 Mill St. S., Newcastle
A
discussion
with
Judy
Clapperton and Dr. James
Breech about the life of Olive
Wilmot and connection to Mary
Magdalene and Louis C. Tiffany.

As the Fall season approaches I look forward to the many local Fall
Fairs. Last weekend the NVDHS participated in the Orono Fair and
our display featured agriculture of the past. We had many of our
agricultural artifacts on display. The display was very well received.
Congratulations to our Community on the 60th anniversary of the
bowling alley. The bowling alley continues to provide great recreation
and fellowship to our community.
One of the most competitive sporting events at the Fall Fair is the
Heritage Tractor pull. At the Orono Fall Fair a regular member and
regular Saturday morning contributor at the NVDHS, Bill Lake, won
the tractor pull in a most competitive division against 16 competing
tractors in triple overtime. Bill pulled his final load 189 feet versus
the second-place finishers at 181 feet. Congratulations, Bill!
Tom Wallace

Harvest Festival
Saturday, October 5, 2019
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Join us for our annual “Garage
Sale” where we’ll be selling books,
and various duplicate items - you
might find a treasure! Or check
out the Historical Room - we’ll be
open during the festival!

...continued on page 2

The Newcastle Bowling Association
Celebrates 60 Years
By Myno Van Dyke & Dorella Lancaster Forget
On the north side of the basement of the Newcastle Community Hall
is the Newcastle Bowling Alley. This unique bowling alley was set up as
a “community project” by Village of Newcastle residents in 1959.
By 1910, 5 pin bowling was enthusiastically endorsed by the operators
of bowling alleys all over Canada. In the early days, bowlers were so
enthusiastic that the bowling pins were known to fly through the front
windows of the establishment and onto the street. In 1912, a rubber
band was added to the pins to restrict their “liveliness”. According to
the Canadian Statesman, Bowmanville’s famous runner Alfie Shrubb,
bowled the first game over 400 in 1918.
In 1959, bowlers from Newcastle wanted their own bowling alley so
they purchased four lanes from the Martyn Bowling Academy in
Bowmanville. It had been there since at least 1932 and was located on
King Street East where Gould’s Cards & Gifts is now. In 1959, the
property was purchased by Lander Hardware & Electric and the
bowling alley contents were put up for sale. Peter Kowal of Kowal Real
Estate had the listing. A new bowling alley was then constructed on
Baseline Rd. East near Liberty Street in Bowmanville. This was called
“Liberty Bowl” and it was there until it was demolished in 2013.
In Newcastle, the former Banquet Hall in the basement of the
Newcastle Community Hall was re-purposed as the bowling alley. In
September, 1959, Melvin Reynolds Graham loaned $4000 of his own
money for the project. An agreement was signed where forty
Newcastle residents would each put up a $100 bond to secure the

Upcoming Events
General Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019, 7 p.m.
Newcastle Community Hall

Genealogy 101 - Discover
your roots!
Speaker: Sher Leetooze
Join us to learn how to get
started, where to look and
what to expect as you
research your own personal
history mystery.

Lest we forget
To remember those from
Newcastle who died in any of
the
wars,
we
will
be
presenting a display of
artifacts,
photos,
and
memorabilia which will run for
the month of November.
Please visit the History Room
any Tuesday or Saturday, 9:30
to noon. We will also be open
on Remembrance Day.

Santa Parade
Sun., Nov. 17, 2019, 5:30 - 7:30
Newcastle downtown

Join us for our annual parade
full of Christmas cheer! The
parade will feature fireworks,
marching bands, clowns and
beautifully lit floats - including
one from the NVDHS.
Newcastle Community Hall Bowling Association members in action.
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loan. If the venture went well, they wouldn’t actually have to pay
anything.
Those members were; R. Brenton Rickard, Charles A. Megit, R.
Murray Paterson, Truman Henderson, J.C. Porter; William J. Storks,
Phil Williams, C. Gilkes, H. Ross Allin, Chris Barchard, Clarence J.
Allin, George W. Graham, Howard Quinney, R.V. Dorston, William
McCracken, Fred Adair, Ed. R. Martin, P.G. Newell, Stan Powell, Tracy
J. Embley, Ruth Bonathan, Percy Hare, Clara B. Hare, Albert W.
Pearce, Ronald Munro, R. Marlow Hancock, George Kimball, Ray
Goode, Samuel J. Brereton, Lorne W. Johnson, Dr. L.S. Miklos,
George E. Allen, P. Whincop, Eric Richard Lovekin, Helen Lovekin, Ed
Belsey and Ken E. Dean. As well as these forty people, other local
individuals and businesses contributed to the new Bowling Alley. .
On Friday, November 6, 1959, Newcastle Reeve D.J. Cunningham
cut the ribbon and rolled the very first ball. There was probably a
good laugh at the local politician’s expense when that ball rolled
into the gutter. According to locals that were there, he continued
this throughout the evening. The high scores that night for Ladies
was Mrs. R.B. Rickard (Jean Rickard) who scored 197. And, for the The bowling alley shortly after refinishing.
men, the winner was Brian Rowe who scored 239. Bowler Wallace
Couch won a “dry cleaning voucher.” The front page article of the
Canadian Statesman also mentions Marilyn Cobbledick and Vic Garrod bowling that day.
The venture did go very well. The bowling alley was very busy, making money, and Melvin Graham was soon
repaid his $4000.
Initially, many boys and girls from Newcastle worked as “pin setters”. Some of the “pin setters” were Sierd
DeJong, Ted and Bill Alldred, Wayne Pearce, Jack Chard, Gary, Wesley, Greg, Brian and Joe Forget. This job
earned them 5 cents per bowler per game. According to Dorella Lancaster-Forget, this was “hard and
dangerous work”. Sierd DeJong says; “when Bruce Tillson threw a ball down the alley you couldn’t get out
of the way quick enough!”
So, in December of 1970, the first two
automatic pin setters were installed at
a cost; of $6806.00. The second set
installed in 1973. In 1990, the alleys
were refinished and restored and this
happened again in 2000 and 2013.

The bowling alleys require refinishing regularly.
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For the 2018-2019 season there are 4
Ladies Leagues, 1 Mixed League with
couples or singles, and 1 Senior’s
League, a group from Bowmanville
Older Adults, a bi-weekly Autism
Group and a small Youth League.
“Open Bowling to the Public” is held on
Tuesday nights from 6 to 8 pm.
Although they do not have Sunday
rentals you can rent the bowling alley
some evenings and afternoons.
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Our very own Director, Greg Forget, has racked up some incredible bowling scores over the years. In 2015,
he scored a “High Game” of 316 and also that year his brother Robert scored 338. This year, a Senior League
bowler, Jack Watson, bowled a 308 score.
The longest serving bowler was Orono’s Betty Major. She started bowling when the lanes opened in
September of 1959 and continued until 2010. Betty passed away in 2012 in her 91st year.
Bill Harrison, the former Manager, said in 1963; “Bowling has long been considered by the medical
profession to be the perfect healthful exercise and can be enjoyed by all whether you are 6 or 60”.
Today, exactly 60 years later, it is the only bowling alley in the Municipality of Clarington. The Manager for
the last 24 years has been Dorella Lancaster Forget. All because of the generosity of Melvin Reynolds
Graham and 40 local citizens who forged ahead, on their own, and made this happen.

Ron Locke
by Myno Van Dyke
Ronald William Locke was born Friday, February 8th,
1935. On Friday, August, 23, 2019 we lost him. He was
the “heart and soul” of Newcastle Village & District
Historical Society (NVDHS). It will seem so strange not
to see his smiling face there on Tuesdays and Saturday
mornings. Always the first one in to open the doors,
fire up the computer, talk and smile to whoever came
in.
Ron was born near Uxbridge and raised on the family
farm on Lamb’s Road, north east of Bowmanville. He
lived close to the Pine Ridge Training School and the
C.P.R. tracks.
In 1955, he married Betty Lou Lougheed and they built
a new home on a lot off the family farm. They married
young in those days; Ron was 20 and Betty was 17.
They had three children, Michael, Rhonda and Bill.
Ron had a good career at General Motors in Oshawa
and retired at a relatively young age.
In the early 1980’s they moved west of Newcastle
purchasing the historic Hartwell’s Inn on Highway 2
just west of Hwy 115. This property was right next to
St. George’s Anglican Cemetery and it had plenty of
connections with the Wilmot family. Ron joined
NVDHS in 1982 and by1984, he was President. That
year, he was involved in a project to officially reprint Prof. Squair’s book “The Townships of Darlington and
Clarke”. This was a very successful fundraiser for NVDHS. A few years later, as President, he was also
instrumental in having the Massey Historical Plaque placed on the JASCO property. Ron served as President
twice and consistently continued to be active on the Board of Directors holding a number of positions.
He was Editor of the NVDHS newsletter for many years and at the same time was the Membership Director.
Also, Ron was in charge of working on 32 sixteen millimetre films that were donated to the Society by Jack
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Gordon. Ron was instrumental in converting them to
digital so that they could be edited and utilized in many
different ways. He also edited two of our short
documentaries “We Made Our Own Fun” and then one
called “The JASCO Factory.”
One of Ron’s favourite tasks was to videotape some of
our seniors from the Newcastle area, encouraging them
to tell their life stories. He would also videotape our
General Meetings. The one he taped in 1988 was a great
presentation by Sid Rutherford on our earliest residents,
the Mississaugas of Rice Lake and Lake Scugog. This has
helped us immensely today in understanding and
researching the Mississauga peoples’ activities on Lake
Ontario and Wilmot Creek.
In 2012, he was made a “Life Member” of NVDHS.
Although Ron had some serious health issues, it did not
stop him from coming to the Historical Room and
participating in whatever was going on.
Ron was involved in many organizations; his church, St.
George’s Anglican; the Newcastle Lion’s Club, where he
was a former President and Life Member, and the Orono
Fair, where he was the Fair Manager for many years. He
had great leadership qualities; reliable, always kind,
patient, fair and an absolute joy to work with. He had a Ron Locke at the Historical Room
tremendous knowledge of the area and his friendly demeanour and positive outlook on life has been an
inspiration to everyone he met or worked with.
To say, “people like Ron Locke don’t come along every day,” is a vast understatement. There will never be
another Ron Locke. He was an incredible friend and mentor to us all and we will miss him so much. Our
condolences to Betty Lou, Bill and Rhonda and Michael.

NVDHS digitization project update & call for volunteers
by Paddy Duncan
It’s been an incredibly busy and productive summer at the Historical Room. The goal is to catalogue and
describe, using PastPerfect, a museum-oriented database application, everything the society owns, so that
we (and you) can easily access information. We hired our very first employee – Carleton student Nigel
Klemencic-Puglisevich, and he worked long hours helping us get the project rolling. We’d already realized
that we had to do a lot of organizing and sorting of our existing digital files, but we soon realized that we
had to improve and expand our own physical filing system and our handling and documentation of
materials as well. Decades of donation forms had to be linked to the donated items so we could properly
document them. That’s an ongoing effort with several stages. Sometimes, despite location descriptions,
finding items is a challenge; descriptions are sometimes sketchy and sometimes incorrect (even from the
original donor). Something described as a pencil sharpener turned out to be a razor strop!
We are actively looking for volunteers to help us with all aspects of this project; if you are interested
in putting in a few hours a week, please let us know! We need photographers, scanners, filers,
sleuths and anyone interested in Newcastle area history. We’re more than willing to teach you how
to help too! Drop by or email us at newcastlehistorical@gmail.com
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In the news - 78 years ago
From the Canadian Statesman, May/June 1941
Letter from Gunner Stanley Couch, England

Membership Info
Single Membership (1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 -print newsletter

England, May 24, 1941
Dear Sir:
I take great pleasure in writing a
letter to everyone in the district
from Port Hope to Whitby, where I
was so well acquainted. I hope
everyone is in the best of health and
prosperity as this letter leaves me,
especially in health.
It is my pleasure to wish happiness
to all the families whose sons are
over here in this grim fight for
peace. I say this in behalf of all the
boys that are in behalf of all the
boys that are over here.
To-day we are celebrating Queen
Victoria’s birthday. We are having
Gunner Stanley Couch
sports and ball games and then a
bus ride around the countryside. It “Barney” as he is popularly known, is son
should be lots of fun for everybody. of Harry Couch, Newcastle, and was
employed with the J. Anderson Smith Co.
We were all sorry to learn of the before enlisting in the artillery at
Petawawa. He went overseas last
death of Mrs. R. T. Rutherford and December (of 1940).

Family Membership (2
votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter
Corporate Membership (1
vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or by
hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.

C 711. Gnr. S. W. Couch,

Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca
OR by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W.
Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7
OR can be paid in person at
the Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday or
Saturday mornings from 9:30
a.m. to 12 noon.

5th Field Regiment,
5th Field Battery, R. C. A.
2nd Division,
Canadian Army Overseas

Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.

of Mrs. J. A. Butler of Newcastle.
They were so helpful in Red Cross
work. It is my desire on behalf of all the Newcastle boys to thank the
Red Cross for the work they are doing, as it is a great help to us boys
over here. We express our thanks for everything that has been sent. We
like so much to hear from the friends we have in Ontario and hope they
will always keep in touch with us.
And now I must close this letter, hoping to hear from you all soon.
Sincerely yours,
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