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President’s Message

Upcoming Events

Dear Members and Friends,
Thank you very much for your continuing
support of NVDHS. The mission of the NVDHS is
to preserve and promote the cultural heritage
of the Village of Newcastle and its immediate
environs. On June 8, we will participate in the
annual Doors Open event. This year is a
celebration of Clarington’s agricultural heritage
and agribusinesses. It is truly an outstanding
event. Flyers for this event are available at the NVDHS.
The NVDHS will be open during the summer, every Tuesday and
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to noon. We have many resources that allow
our community to research our local history.
We are proud to recognize Hazel Crago and Murray Walton as lifetime
members of our Society. Hazel was the editor of the Newcastle
Independent section of the Canadian Statesman. Her articles brought
the local news of and to our village for many years. Murray was one of
the original founders of the NVDHS and was a co-founder of Waltona
Park in Newcastle. I think every child raised in Newcastle in the 50s
and 60s learned to swim at Waltona Park. Murray and Hazel have
made outstanding contributions to our village and we are honoured
to recognize them as lifetime members.
We have acquired new computers, scanners, software and related
equipment. We have also engaged a summer student (Nigel
Klemencic-Puglisevich) to commence the digitization project. I would
also like to thank Heather Johnston for her volunteer work in assisting
with the digitization project. She has been a terrific help. This project
will result in our records being easily accessible for everyone. There is
much history to be preserved.
A Heritage Park will be part of the new housing development by
Wilmot Creek at the west end of Newcastle. That Heritage Park will
honour Samuel Wilmot and his achievement in developing Ontario’s
first full-scale fish hatchery in 1868. I recently visited the Orono Crown
Lands (www.oronocrownlands.com) a few kilometres north of the
...continued on page 3

Doors Open
Saturday, June 8, 2019
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

For the 10th anniversary year,
Doors Open Clarington is
featuring agricultural heritage
and agribusinesses in the
Bowmanville area, with tours of
sites from David Gibson’s
century farmhouse to Algoma
Orchards very advanced apple
processing plant. For updates on
sites
and
maps,
see
doorsopenclarington.wordpress
.com

Wooden Boat
Show
Saturday, July 20, 2019
Port of Newcastle Marina
10 Lakebreeze Dr.
Drop by our nautical-themed
display table at the 25th
...continued on page 2

The Allin Farm
(879 Regional Road 17 Newcastle)

Upcoming Events
Wooden Boat Show cont’d:

By Myno Van Dyke
This property was apparently originally owned
by Lovell Beach (circa 1828). Around 1838,
William McIntosh Sr. purchased the property
from the Beach estate. After William’s death in
1849, the land was passed to his wife Elizabeth
(Stebbins). When William McIntosh Jr. became
Thomas Allin
of age he took over the property from his
mother around 1840. It is believed the existing farmhouse was built
around 1870. The 1878 Belden Atlas shows the building there then.
Apparently the McIntosh family did not live there, they lived in the
Village of Newcastle. It is believed that “tenant farmers” lived in the
house. The 1878 Belden Atlas clearly shows the property owned by W.
McIntosh and the house being in its present location.
In 1902, McIntosh sold the farm to Thomas and Ellen Allin. Ellen was
formerly a Middleton, her father being Howard Middleton who
farmed on the north side of the 3rd Concession east of the Bethel
Cemetery. William McIntosh passed away soon after the sale in 1903.

After Thomas Allin passed away in 1920, the farm was taken over by his
son
Howard
Allin.
Howard bought out his
siblings, Irvin, Etta and
Edna to take control of
the farm. Ruth Allin
(died in infancy), Ross
Allin (died 2015), Glenn
Allin (born May 2, 1927)
and Reta June Allin
(died 1944) all grew up
in the farm house. In
1935, Howard’s first
wife Gladys Rita Amelia The Maples circa 1940.
Bragg
died
of
tuberculosis.
In
1937
Howard
married his second
wife,
Edna
Viola
Elizabeth (nee Rickard)
Bragg who had been
married to Howard’s
first
wife’s
father,
Wesley Bragg. It was
Edna who named the
farm “The Maples”.

Annual Wooden Boat Show at
the Port of Newcastle Marina.
Admission to the Wooden
Boat Show is free. For more
details and updates, go to
www.ponmarina.com

Visit us at the
Orono Fair
September 5 to
8, 2019
Again this year, NVDHS will
have a booth (theme TBA) at
the Orono Fair, in the arena.
Don’t miss the opportunity to
visit the display and learn
about the exciting times of the
past.

NVDHS Picnic
Save the date!
Sunday, Sept. 15, 12:30 p.m.
(Rain or shine)
27 Boulton St., Newcastle
Come meet and socialize with
your board and fellow NVDHS
members, and learn more
about our upcoming events
and activities! All members &
family welcome. Hamburgers,
hotdogs, corn on the cob &
drinks will be provided. Please
bring a salad or dessert to
share. Please bring deck
chairs if you can. RSVP by
Thursday, September 12 to
newcastlehistorical@
gmail.com or 905-987-4697
(Paddy) Hope to see you all on
the 15th!

The Maples today.
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Howard and his son Glenn farmed there until
1979. Glenn then worked as a carpenter locally.
They gave up their team of Percheron horses
shortly after that. Howard Allin died in 1981 and
in 1989 the farm was sold to developers minus
the house, barns and 10 acres. Glenn and Jean
Allin became the new owners of the buildings
and remaining land. Neighbour (relative) Hugh
Allin rented the 90 acres from the developer and
had crops planted on it.
In 2014, Glenn & Jean Allin moved to
Bowmanville. Daughter, Shirley (nee Allin) and
her husband Moe Schroter moved into the farm
house October 31, 2014 after living in the United
States for 18 years. Glenn & Jean sold their
home on Prince Street in Bowmanville in 2017
and moved to Bowmanville Creek Retirement Gladys (Bragg) and Howard Allin,
Community. The 10-acre property was married 1920
subsequently sold to developers in 2016 and the
barns demolished. The developer, Brookfield
will take over the house July 1, 2019. It will likely
be demolished and a new subdivision will end
up on the old Allin Farm.

Howard Allin and Edna Viola
Elizabeth Rickard Bragg Allin

Thanks to Leslie Wilson, Glenn Allin, Shirley (Allin)
Schroter and Nancy (Allin) Karhu for assistance in
compiling this info.

Glenn & Jean Allin

President’s Message...continued from page 1
proposed Heritage Park, and walked along Wilmot Creek. The Orono Crown Lands occupy 633 acres of the
former Orono Provincial Nursery. There are thirteen km of nature trails for walking, hiking, bicycling,
fishing, dog walking, as well as cross country skiing and snowshoeing in the winter. The history of Wilmot
Creek is fascinating and there are many plaques highlighting that history. It will be wonderful to have a local
site further celebrating that history and Samuel Wilmot’s unique contribution to the area.
Our website is a huge success. (newcastlehistorical.ca). Please visit our website for updates on news and
local events. It is updated regularly and is very informative.
On behalf of the NVDHS, I extend our best wishes to all of our members, friends, and supporters. Enjoy
your summer (if it ever comes!!).
Tom Wallace
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“SQUIRE” JOHN TOMS
by Leslie Wilson
It is a bit of a trick to be 50% correct and 50% wrong at the same time; but the NV&DHS managed it! In our previous
newsletter there was an article mentioning a Mrs. Toms who, in 1851, advertised that she would run a girls’ day
and boarding school in her home. The article was accompanied by a photograph of “the Toms house.” The lady
who ran the school was Mrs. JOHN Toms of Lot 23 Conc. 01 (not then, nor even now, a part of the Village of
Newcastle) and the house was that of JOSEPH Toms on Church Street, Newcastle - a Toms’ school & a Toms’ house
~ we were right, however as they were not even related, we were wrong too.
Mr. JOHN TOMS was born in England circa 1798 and married MARTHA PEARSON in Exeter, Devon, England in
1831. Martha was his second wife; he is not known to have had children by his first. John and Martha’s children
were: Caroline, born 1832/33 in Exeter; Amelia, born 1834/35 in Exeter; Louisa born 1837/38 in Exeter, John Jr.,
born 06 July 1839 in Exeter, and Elizabeth, born 24 April 1846 in Clarke Twp. AMELIA TOMS married John Rinch of
northwest part Lot 24 Conc. 01 in 1860 and ELIZABETH TOMS married Edwin Carfrae Beman of west half Lot 34
Conc. 01, in 1864. Caroline may have died after the 1841 census of England, but before the family emigrated to
Canada. John Jr., if he ever did come to Canada, returned permanently to England before the 1861 census of
Canada West. Louisa “disappears” after the 1871 census of Ontario.
In Exeter, John Toms was a hosier/haberdasher1 and emigrated to Canada sometime between 1841 and 18462,
settling on Lot 23 Concession 01, which he named “Prospect Cottage.”3 In 1858, he was appointed a Justice of the
Peace4 and was noted as being Treasurer of Clarke Township in 18705. He died in 1889 at the age of 91 years6.
Although his wife and their daughter Amelia were interred in Bethel/Bellwood’s Primitive Methodist Cemetery on
the 3rd Concession and their daughter Elizabeth was interred in Bowmanville Cemetery it is not known where John
Toms was buried.
Lengthy obituaries were the norm in the 1930s & 1940s when a “pioneer” passed away and the obit for Elizabeth
Toms-Beman was as much about her late father, John Toms, as it was about her. Obviously, she had been
interviewed sometime prior to her death in November of 1940. Her summation of her father’s abilities as a
pioneer farmer is refreshingly frank.
“ ...JOHN TOMS, known throughout the neighborhood as Squire Toms, was a business man in England and quite
untrained and unfitted for hard manual labour, especially for the kind needed in pioneering on an un-cleared
farm in a new country. The young man who actually worked the farm for him was SIMON PENFOUND7, later of
Shaw’s (School Section), who married a maid (CATHERINE WHITE) employed in the Tom’s household. It was a
successful union. Mrs. Beman’s mother was the daughter of an Anglican minister, Rev. Mr. Pearson, of Exeter,
England. She was an accomplished musician and a teacher. In her new home in Canada she conducted a private
school for girls and taught her own daughters…”
“Mrs. Beman’s father, Squire TOMS, was a Congregationalist and was one of the leading men of the district who
had a large part in building a Congregational church in Newcastle8 on the corner where the late Dr. ALFRED
FARNCOMB built his new house for himself and bride (they were married in 1891), the house now (in 1940) occupied
by Mr. and Mrs. ARCHIE GLENNEY. This old Congregational church, long unused, was torn down to make room for
the Doctor’s new house. A hollow corner stone contained many historical papers, including Mrs. Beman’s father’s
name as one of the officials. Nobody seems to know of their whereabouts today.” – Cdn Statesman, Nov 1940
Footnotes:
1) Henry Besley, Besley’s Exeter Directory of 1835
2) 1841 English census of Exeter, Devon and birth of Elizabeth Toms.
3) George. R. Tremaine, 1861 Map of Durham County
4) Trent University Fonds: Office Holders of United Counties of
Northumberland & Durham
5) John Squair, The Townships of Darlington and Clarke, 1927.
6) Ontario Vital Statistics Schedule C #012084
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7) Simon Penfound was born in 1810 in Cornwall England and died in
Darlington Twp. sometime between 1891 & 1901
8) The 1856 assessment of the village indicated the Newcastle
Congregational Church, at the northwest corner of Mill St. South and
Caroline St. West, was “vacant.” An advertisement of August 1879
announced that the church, and its property, was to be sold at
auction. It was purchased by Frederick Farncomb, father of Dr. Alfred
Farncomb. – Myno Van Dyke, NV&DHS Newsletter #125, Fall 2016.

4

Ads have
changed a bit in
145 years...

Nigel Klemencic-Puglisevich and Heather Johnston

Our Student Volunteers
By Myno Van Dyke
This past winter we have had two incredible student volunteers
working at the Historical Room. Nigel Klemencic-Puglisevich was born
in Bowmanville and attended Waverley Public School and then went
to Clarington Central Secondary School. He said; “My dream was to
become a rock star, but I soon realized that history was a much better
choice.” This year, Nigel took a “gap year” from school and was
working at Clarington Museums but wanted to do something else as
well. He applied as a volunteer at NVDHS last fall and because of his
experience at Clarington Museums was tasked with working on our
Digitization Project. In April, NVDHS Board of Directors offered Nigel a
paid contract position until mid-August to work on digitizing our files.
He accepted and is now our first employee! Nigel has been accepted
at Carleton University in Ottawa in September, to study History, Greek
and Roman Studies, Archeology and Italian.
Heather Johnston was born in Ajax and moved to Newcastle with her
parents and older sister in 2010. She is presently in Grade 12 at Clarke
High School and is looking forward to going to the University of
Toronto in September, taking Psychology. She said that she has been
interested in psychology since she was in Grade 7. “I was interested in
seeing how the mind works,” she added.
Last fall Heather was talking to her friend Nathan Blesse, who
recommended that she apply to NVDHS as a volunteer. Since
November, she has been coming to the Room on Saturday mornings
and transcribing cemetery records. So far, she has completed burial
records for St. Georges Cemetery, Bond Head Cemetery, Orono
Cemetery and Lakeview Cemetery. “I enjoy seeing how all of the
people are connected,” she said. “I have learned where people came
from and it’s cool how so many decided to settle here.”
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Quiz:
What’s there now?
Can you match up the following
to their current locations?
1) The Post Office
2) Bradley & Douglas Livery Office
3) Reuben Grant’s Printing Office
4) “Gray Gables”
5) Reuben Fisher’s General Store
a) Foodland
b) Shopper’s Drug Mart
c) Rosalina’s Pizza
d) Tiny Bubbles
e) The Snug
(answers on last page)
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Future-proofing the past: NVDHS
digitization project
by Paddy Duncan
We’ve now started on what may turn out to be the society’s biggest
project ever; the digitization of all of our documents, images and
artifacts. Thanks to the fund-raising efforts of past president, Bob
Malone, we have been able to purchase two new computers, a new
scanner, camera and other hardware to support the project.
Everything we have will be catalogued and described, using
PastPerfect, a museum-oriented database application. And, we have
also hired our very first employee – Nigel Klemencic-Puglisevich, a
summer student who currently has far more experience with the
software than any member of the society.

Eventually, we want our database to be shareable with other
institutions (many of whom also use PastPerfect) and we plan on
generating “virtual exhibits” online as soon as we can. And of course, it
will make finding information for our members and visitors much
easier and far less reliant on the memories of each of our board
members. We have much to learn about the intricacies of cataloguing
things properly, in order to make that a reality.
Not only do we have to photograph and scan all of our existing artifacts
and documents, but we needed to sort out our existing digital files to
get them ready to be added to PastPerfect, which has proved a monthslong and challenging job,
since multiple files were
scattered across four
computers and many
hard drives, with no
naming or consistent
filing applied, and with
names like “scan001.jpg”
This project will be an ongoing one but very
rewarding, as we preserve
and make Newcastle’s
past more accessible for
everyone.
There
are
thousands of stories here,
all part of a rich tapestry
stretching back decades.

Quiz answers:
The Beacon was a rather short-lived Newcastle paper,
run by the proprietor of a small butcher shop at the
east end of the Clarabelle apartments on King Ave. W,
where the CIBC is now located.
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1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

c
d
e
a
b

Membership Info
Single Membership (1 vote):
$10 - digital newsletter (email)
$15 -print newsletter
Family Membership (2
votes):
$15 - digital newsletter
$20 - print newsletter
Corporate Membership (1
vote):
$25 - digital & print newsletter
Notes:
Memberships are for one
year from the date of
payment.
Corporate sponsors will be
recognized on the NVDHS
website, with a link to their
website.
Newsletters are published
quarterly. Print newsletters
will be delivered by mail, or by
hand. Those with print
memberships can also opt for
a digital copy to be emailed.
Memberships can be
purchased or renewed online
at newcastlehistorical.ca
OR by cheque mailed to:
Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society
20 King Ave. W.
Unit #3
Newcastle, ON L1B 1H7
OR can be paid in person at
the Historical Room
Newcastle Community Hall
20 King Ave. W.
Newcastle, ON, on Tuesday or
Saturday mornings from 9:30
a.m. to 12 noon.
Questions? Email us at
info@newcastlehistorical.ca
or via our website,
newcastlehistorical.ca.
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