Newcastle Village and District Historical Society
Newsletter Summer 2018 - Issue # 132
Dear Members and Friends of Newcastle Village and District Historical Society (NVDHS)
Thank you very much for your continuing support of NVDHS. It is indeed a pleasure to be a
part of this Organization.
With regret, the NVDHS mourns the loss this summer of former President of NVDHS Alan Kirby
and longtime member Arthur Wynn.
On June 9, we participated in Doors Open Ontario. Leslie Wilson (Stephenson) and Brian presented your Society’s Doctor’s Travelling Kit at the Doctor’s House in Newtonville. The Kit
dates back to 1849 and is always on display at the Society. Greg and Dorella Forget presented
historical pictures and movies at the Newtonville Community Hall. It was a huge success. The
Doors Open event is a yearly event in many communities throughout Ontario. It is a great way
to get a history lesson on the community. The Oshawa Doors Open event is scheduled for September 29. (doorsopenontario.on.ca). I learned that the earliest known baseball game was
played in Willow Beach (between Port Hope and Port Granby) in 1803. Apparently there was a
nearby court room and the judge, jurors, accused, witnesses, court clerks et. al. enjoyed a game of baseball after court adjourned. There is still much debate about the history of baseball which was founded as a cross between rounders and cricket but
Abner Doubleday or Mr. Spalding have been given some credit for inventing baseball in 1839 or 1845. I like the Willow Beach
story.
The wedding dress of Anna Vincent is on display at NVDHS. Anna married Chester Daniel Massey in 1886. Chester was Grandson
of Daniel Massey, the founder of Massey Manufacturing.
We will be at the Orono Fair again this year. The theme of our presentation is Great Lakes ships. Historically, Newcastle was a
large shipping port so there is a lot of material to discuss. I am looking forward to this presentation. Please visit us at the Fair.
Next time you visit the NVDHS please have a look at the sculpturing over the front door. It has the words Fortiter, Defendit, Triumphans …… Triumphing by Brave Defence. These words are on the Coat of Arms of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, UK. The sculpture
also includes a Lion in a Castle. It looks like the Lion is protecting the Castle.
We are working in conjuncture with Clarington Heritage Committee to develop a Heritage Park by Wilmot Creek to preserve the
history of the fish hatchery. Samuel Wilmot opened Ontario’s first full-scale fish hatchery in the
Village of Newcastle in 1868. It is Newcastle Village history and we must preserve our past.
We will be offering a display during Remembrance Day to honor all Veterans who gave so much for
our Freedom that we enjoy today. Please visit us during this period.
Respectfully submitted

Tom Wallace
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NVDHS Picnic
Sunday, September 16, 12:30 p.m. (Rain or shine)
27 Boulton St. Newcastle, ON
Come meet and socialize with your board and fellow NVDHS members, and learn more about
our upcoming events and activities! All members & family welcome.
Hamburgers, hotdogs, corn on the cob & drinks will be provided. Please bring a salad or dessert to share. If possible, bring deck chairs (unless it rains - in which case we’ll be indoors).
RSVP by Thursday, September 13 at http://evite.me/DuUnuupFXj or 905-987-4697 (Paddy)
Hope to see you all on the 16th!
PS - if it’s really warm, feel free to bring your bathing suit too - there is a pool and access to
Lake Ontario, which is often quite warm well into Sept.

Old Mac Needed!
The historical society needs to borrow an old (functioning) Mac with a
SCSI port; we have an old ZIP drive and disks which we cannot read with
newer hardware. If you have one and can lend it for a day or two, please
let us contact us via https://newcastlehistorical.ca/contact.

Our next speaker will be October 2 at
7pm, when Grant Karcich, an Oshawa
author, will present a talk about the Lost
Trails in this area. These are the old Indian trails that went from the lakeshore
back into the lands further north,
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We now have a worldclass web site. Member,
Paddy Duncan has worked
hard on this and it looks
great. We can now accept
donations and membership renewals on the site.
Check it out at newcastlehistorical.ca you will be
impressed.
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Helen Hawke (Baskerville) Interview
By Myno Van Dyke

Recently, NVDHS members Erla Jose and Myno Van Dyke did
a video interview of Helen Hawke at Glen Hill Strathaven
Lifecare Centre in Bowmanville. The former Newcastle resident had just celebrated her 100th birthday.
Helen was born May 28, 1918 in Oshawa on Rossland Road
just east of Northminster Church. Her parents were Fred and
Eva Wilson and they had seven children with Helen being the
last born. “The white frame house is still there,” she says.
Her father Fred wasn’t in the war when she was born in
1918. Because Helen was such a noisy baby, her mother said,
“This will end the war.”
Fred Wilson worked in the Fittings factory in Oshawa, and
according to Helen, “Worked there until he was too old.” Her
brother, Russell, was employed at Ontario Malleable Iron in
Oshawa and decided it would be a good idea for the family
to buy a farm. Around 1934, Fred and Eva sold their house in
Oshawa and they purchased a farm on the 3rd Line northeast of Newcastle (now the Adams Farm at Golf Course
Road)
The whole family moved there, including her brother Russ,
his wife Ruby and their children. Helen was sixteen or seventeen at the time and she said that Newcastle was the last
spot she wanted to be. Her mother, Eva, was a foster mother
looking after what they called “shelter babies.” Helen said
she enjoyed helping her mother, as it meant she didn’t have
to continue going to school. They had as many as three babies there at once. They moved a bed downstairs and Helen
and her mother would stay there to look after the babies.
One day, a Newcastle man, Wilbur (“Wib”) Baskerville had
asked Helen’s sister Lois to go out to a “show” with him. Lois
couldn’t go, but Helen let it be known that she was very interested in him. Helen said, “As soon as I saw him I said,
“that is my man.” Wib was working in Kingston and sent a
letter to Helen asking if he could take her out when he got
back home. They started dating. When he was 21 years old,
Wib had lost his arm in an accident with a circular saw, but
Helen said, “That didn’t bother me at all.” The Wilsons lived
on the farm for about four years and decided to move back
to Oshawa. Helen didn’t want to go back and wanted to get
married to Wib. “We are wasting time,” she told him. Wib
said that because he was 11 years older, he wanted to wait
until Helen was 21. He said, “Everybody will say I am robbing
the cradle!” They got married in 1939 on June 24th, less than
a month after her 21st birthday.
They were married by Rev. Morton at Newcastle United
Church. They got as far as Kingston for their honeymoon and
came back after two days. They had to pick strawberries and
they took them to the train station to go to Montreal. Helen
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and Wib moved to his family farm on the Baseline Road east
of Newcastle. They had two children, daughter Marilyn and
then son Jim, 7 years later. Wib worked on his farm and also
later delivered mail on the Lakeshore Road for many years.
When Jim was just a baby, Wilbur had a heart attack and
four years later, had a second heart attack. He passed away
unexpectedly in 1954.
The farm was sold and Helen knew that a store owned by
Wib’s mother, Wilhemina (“Mina”) Baskerville, was going to
be available in Newcastle. Helen spoke to the owners, the
Thicksons, who rented from Mrs. Baskerville who owned the
whole block of stores there. Mr. and Mrs. Thickson lived on
North Street (now Jack & Gloria Gordon’s house). This house
was also owned by Mrs. Baskerville and the Thicksons lived
in the north side and Mrs. Baskerville in the south half.
She asked her mother-in-law if she thought she could handle
the store and Mrs. Baskerville said, “Well, you have to do
something.”
Helen’s nephew in Oshawa, Harry Peleshok, had a store near
Ritson Rd. and needed help as the girl who worked for him
was off sick. Harry agreed to teach Helen about purchasing
and running the store. She stayed in Oshawa with her brother and worked at that store for about three months or so.
When she came back, she was able to get her young son Jim
into school a year early as there wasn’t any kindergarten
then.
There was an apartment behind the store but no one had
lived in it for some time. The apartment at the store was very
dirty and Helen’s family came and helped clean it up. At
noon hour when Helen’s children came home for lunch, they
didn’t want to be in the kitchen alone so Helen had a bell in
the store and people would ring it and she would run up the
hall into the store.
Helen rented the store from Mrs. Baskerville and called the
store “Helen’s Groceteria.” Although she found it difficult
competing with Tom’s IGA next door, she was able to keep
the store going for about ten years. Mr. Porter the Bank
Manager offered Marilyn a job at the bank, which was next
door (to the west). One day, Marilyn told her, “Mom, you
have an overdraft.” Helen asked Marilyn if anyone knew
about it. Marilyn told her that almost every business works
on an overdraft and that made Helen feel better. Later, they
decided that Mrs. Baskerville should move in with them and
she stayed there for about two years. In 1963, Mrs. Baskerville sold the store to Howard Toms and moved to Toronto to
stay with her daughter Irene. Wilhemina Baskerville passed
away in 1966.
After the store was sold, Helen went to night school in Oshawa to learn typing and office work. At the end of the course,
the teacher there arranged for her to have an interview with
National Grocers in Oshawa. When she went for the interPage # 3

view, they knew who she was as she had been buying products from them for her store. She got the job and worked
there for about three years. Helen also did hairdressing and
this kept her busy in the evenings.
She met Wilfred (Wilf) Hawke who had lost his wife a few
years previous and had a daughter Julie. Helen said that she
knew Julie and met Wilf at a “Carnival at the Park.” Her
friends Eva and Fred Couch made some arrangements later to
get them together. They were married January 8, 1966 at Fenelon Falls United Church by Rev. Fisher and she moved to
Wilf’s farm on the 7th Concession north of Orono. Wilf’s par-

ents were James E. Hawke and Ellen (Beal) who were originally from Newcastle upon Tyne in England. Wilf later started
selling real estate and Helen said, “He was the best salesman.” They were married for 23 years. After Wilf died, Helen
moved to a condo on Queen Street and lived there for 24
years until recently moving into Glen Hill Strathaven Lifecare
Centre in Bowmanville.
When asked what her secret is to living a long life, she said,
“All my life, I wasn’t sitting in a rocking chair and if I can make
people laugh, it makes my day.”

Helen as baby with father on Albert St Oshawa

Baskerville 5 generations: Helen, daughter Marilyn,
granddaughter Joanne, great-granddaughter Sarah , and great-great-granddaughter Willow.

Baskerville Family 1953

Helen on wagon
with father

Helen with Wilbur and Marilyn
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Visit Us at the Fair
"NVDHS will have a booth at the Orono Fair again this year. We will be
in the arena with the Bowmanville Museum and other heritage
groups.
This year we will feature 'Great Lakes Shipping' with the emphasis on
Captain Gibson and the ship, Ariadne, out of the Port of Newcastle.
Many photos and Captain Gibson's diary will be among the items on
display. Don't miss the opportunity to visit the display and learn
about the exciting times of the past."

From the May 26, 1966 Newcastle Reporter; a photograph of a house on Caroline Street in Newcastle that was for
rent in 1937 for $14.00 a month. At the
time the tenant was making $15 a
week. In 1966 the house was owned by
Mrs. Erwin Farrow. For many years
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Bruce Kelly lived there. A few years ago
the garage next door caught fire and the
flames went over to this home and it
was completely destroyed. The owners
at the time were in Florida. A new home
was built to replace it.
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During November there will be a military display in the historical room as a
reminder to always remember the sacrifice that Newcastle men made during both wars - photos, uniforms, artifacts. Leslie Wilson will head up the
design of this display, with the curators' committee doing the legwork.
Eh? What’s that?
Our grandparents and their parents used phrases and sayings that the young people of today have largely forgotten, if they ever knew them at all.
Here are a few that may be familiar to you.......
1. A little bird told me
Meaning to receive information from a secret informant, the root source is thought to be from the Bible, Ecclesiastes 10‑20:
“Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, or curse the rich in your bedroom, because a bird in the sky may carry your words, and a bird on the
wing may report what you say.”
2. A turn up for the books
An unexpected stroke of good luck.
Originally “a turn up for the book”. At 18th‑century horse racing meetings, punters’ names and wagers were recorded in a notebook. If an unbacked horse won, it was called a “turn up” for the bookmaker, who kept all the money.
The “luck” aspect of the phrase comes from games of chance like cribbage, where cards are “turned up” by chance.
3. A fly in the ointment
Meaning a small defect that impairs the value of something, its origins are from the Bible, Ecclesiastes 10:1 (King James Version):
“Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.”
In modern English is has come to mean something disagreeable that has come to light in a proposition, implying that there is a hidden problem.
4. A nod is as good as wink
This 16th‑century English phrase is shortened from “a nod is as good as a wink to a blind horse”.
It means that a subtle signal is sufficient to indicate agreement to undertake something borderline illegal or an understanding of sexual innuendo.
Monty Python famously played with the phrase in a sketch known as “Nudge Nudge” where Eric Idle uses the modified phrase “a nod’s as good as
a wink to a blind bat”
5. A sight for sore eyes
A welcome or pleasing sight.
First recorded in 1738 by the Anglo‑Irish satirist, essayist, and poet Jonathan Swift in A complete collection of genteel and ingenious conversation:
“The Sight of you is good for sore Eyes.”
6. Spend a penny
A British euphemism for using a public lavatory. The first modern pay lavatories in 19th century London used a door lock that required a penny to
be inserted before one could enter.
It fell out of use as a general term when the price of using the lavatory went up to 2p!

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society Newsletter # 132

Page # 6

7. As keen as mustard
Means very enthusiastic, eager.
Although the first mustard factory in London, dating back to 1742, was called Keen and Sons who named their product Keen’s Mustard,
there isn earlier reference to the phrase.
In 1672, “as keen as mustard” appeared in William Walker’s books Phraseologia Anglo‑Latina.
Mustard has been popular as a condiment for traditional British Sunday roast beef since medieval times, although horseradish is often preferred today.

8. Eat humble pie
To submissively admit one’s fault or make an apology..... to become humble
In the 14th century, nobility feasting on game—especially deer—would leave the heart, liver, and entrails for the humble servants.
Known as “numbles”, which by the 15th‑century had become “umbles”, these leftovers were made into “umble pies”.

9. Storm in a teacup
An over‑reaction to a small or unimportant incident.
The origins probably date as far back as 52BC, with Cicero’s De Legibus which contains the Latin phrase “Excitabat fluctus in simpulo”,
meaning the same as our modern day “storm in a teacup” or the American version “tempest in a teapot”.

10. Fell off the back of a truck
The phrase is a euphemism for something that is acquired without payment ¼ if you know what we mean. Nudge nudge. Wink wink.

[From: the website: http://britainandbritishness.com/2017/01/20‑quaint‑british‑phrases.html]

Curators’ Corner

Drop into the History Room one of these days to see the
display that was set up for the Massey Reunion in July. It
will remain in place until sometime after the Orono Fair
when a new exhibit will be set up for the winter months.
The display features Anna Massey’s wedding gown which
was worn by former Governor General Vincent Massey’s
mother with its long train and scalloped hemline. Few
today could fit into it!
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 9875482, or e-mail at shortboxchev@gmail.com or by regular mail.
Renewals be cheque may sent to:

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7
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