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Newcastle Village and District Historical Society  

Newsletter Spring 2018 - Issue # 131 

We now have a world-class web 
site,  member, Paddy Duncan has 
worked hard on this and it looks 
great.  We can now accept dona-
tions and membership renewals 
on the site. Check it out at 
www.newcastlehistorical.ca  you 
will be impressed.  

Our next speaker will be in October, when Grant 

Karcich, an Oshawa author,  will present a talk 

about the Lost Trails in this area.  These are the 

old Indian trails that went from the lakeshore back 

into the lands further north, 

Dear Membership of Newcastle Village and District Historical Society (NVDHS):  

Thank you for your continued support of the NVDHS.   

At the recent Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the NVDHS, the membership elected a new Board of Directors.  Those Directors elected 

are Erla Jose, Sher Leetooze, Myno Van Dyke, Paddy Duncan, Jordan Clement, Tammy Rogers, Roger Farrow, past-President Robert 

Malone and myself.  

At the first Board meeting following the AGM, the Officers were elected by the Board. They are Tom Wallace – President, Myno Van 

Dyke – Vice-President, and Paddy Duncan – Secretary.  Sher Leetooze will continue in her role as Treasurer of the Society.   

It is indeed an honour and a privilege to represent the Membership and all stakeholders as President of this great organization.   

The NVDHS is located in the Newcastle Community Hall and is open to the Public on Tuesday and Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to noon.  We 

are committed to preserving the history of our Newcastle and District community and educating our membership and general public of 

our great history.  On that note, I look forward to you, our members, to always share your knowledge of particular events and items of 

historical importance that will enhance the presence of the NVDHS in our community. This newsletter is a small part of that education. 

In April, we sponsored a presentation by Peter Klose on gravestones that were recently discovered in the Orono area.  On June 9, we 

are participating in Doors Open which will feature many historical buildings in the Newtonville / Port Granby area.  During the next few 

months there will be many exciting activities, including, of course, the Orono Fair during the second weekend in September.   

We continue to gratefully receive items, artifacts and documents of historical value, and make those items available to the Public.  We 

recently completed a display of local Native artifacts dating back to the 1800’s.   

It is a true pleasure to write my first President’s Report in the Newsletter which includes an arti-

cle on my family: the Toms family.   

I look forward to providing continuing updates on your NVDHS.  

The people of Newcastle and District, and their many contributions to our lives and freedoms, 

will never be forgotten.   

Sincerely,    

Tom Wallace  

President NVDHS 

http://newcastle.historical.ca/
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Sid Rutherford 

By Myno Van Dyke 

Sydney B. Rutherford (known as Sid) was born 

on his family farm just east of Kirby to William and 

Joanna. 

He began his education at SS#14 Clarke (now 

Clarke Museum) and then went on to the Orono 

Continuation School. Eventually, he received a 

degree at Queen’s University in Kingston and be-

gan teaching in the early 1930s at the Crooked 

Creek School. In 1938, after teaching in Northern 

Ontario for a few years, he married Mary Mellor 

from Orono and they eventually had four children 

-- Paul, Joanne, Heather and Janice. 

Soon he was teaching high school in Orono and 

moved back into the family farm at Kirby. When 

teaching, he often wore a tailored suit, white shirt, 

a tie and polished shoes. Praise flowed from his 

lips when students were successful. Apparently 

when he conducted a review for an exam, he 

would have 10 students, all at once, go up to the 

blackboard. He would dictate the algebra equa-

tions and the chalk dust would be flying. When 

things weren’t going well, Sid was known to throw 

chalk at them. 

Sometimes the high school boys would be miss-

ing from class and frequent the pool hall in down-

town Orono. When Sid arrived at the door, even 

those under the pool table would be quickly re-

turned to the classroom. 

Not all of his teaching took place in the class-

room. One of his older students complained loud-

ly about Sid in Bob Thomas’s restaurant in Oro-

no, telling his pals that he would like to “settle the 

score out back of the restaurant.” Unbeknownst 

to the student, Sid happened to be standing right 

behind him and said, “Let’s do it right now.” The 

student reluctantly stepped outside with a small 

crowd following. Sid was in fantastic physical con-

dition and delivered a quick, bloody lesson to the 

boy’s nose. Apparently, the boy did not tell his 

parents as he felt he would probably endure a 

worse fate at home. My, how things have 

changed. 

Sydney B. Rutherford died Feb. 15, 1992 at age 

75. The walking trail on the west side of the vil-

lage of Orono is named after him. 

In 1988, Sid Rutherford was the guest speaker at 

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society.   

This is a fascinating presentation because it 

demonstrates the research he did about our very 

first Indigenous Peoples.   Thankfully, it was vide-

otaped and this enables us to not only see why 

Rutherford was considered an excellent educator 

but also shows some of the interaction with the 

audience. 

This research was done essentially for the Alder-

ville Hiawatha Tribe, as they were celebrating 150 

years at Alderville, north of Cobourg.  It is evident 

throughout the video that Rutherford had not only 

a great understanding but a considerable amount 

of compassion for the Indigenous Peoples that 

first settled in our area. 

Just recently, there have been news articles 

about new evidence concerning how the “Stone 

Age People” moved from Siberia to Alaska and 
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then onto the continent of North America.  In 

Rutherford’s talk he indicated that about 13,000 

years ago, due to the glaciers and ice sheets 

these first settlers followed the coastline down to 

Mexico and then drifted north.  Researchers now 

believe this theory may not be correct as more 

recent evidence has been found to suggest that 

humans were living south of the ice sheets in 

areas like Chile, 15,000 years ago. 

The other interesting part of the talk was a com-

ment from the late Frances Jose at the end of 

the presentation.  Frances stated that there was 

an archeological study done just east of Bond 

Head by York University and the archaeologist 

was Arthur Evans.  They found native artifacts 

dating back about 11,000 years ago along the 

north shore of Lake Ontario.  It appears that his 

dissertation was not published but reference 

have been made to it a number of times. .   

Another interesting point that Rutherford made 

was the significance of “Passenger Pigeons”.  

These were another important food source and 

there were apparently millions of them in south-

ern Ontario.  They would flock to Wilmot Creek 

and nest there in the trees. . Blunt arrows were 

used to shoot young pigeons and wooden traps 

were also utilized. Some of the Ojibwa were 

known to use nets to capture them. Passenger 

pigeons would congregate in large groups so the 

hunters would end up with far more than they 

could immediately use.  Some tribes would boil 

the pigeons with wild rice or potatoes.  Often, 

they would smoke them or cook them over open 

flame.   They would also add the pigeon to stews 

and soups.   

William King, a soldier at Fort George in Niagara-

on-the-Lake, reported having seen in May 1860 a 

“grand migration of the Passenger Pigeon” which 

he estimated to number in the millions in a flock 

that was a mile wide and 300 miles long and that 

took 14 hours to pass overhead (Ref. W.R. King 

1866 The sportsman and naturalist in Canada: Or 

notes on the natural history of the game, game 

birds and fish of that country).  

The hunting of passenger pigeons intensified 

after the arrival of the Europeans in the 19th cen-

tury.  Pigeon meat was commercialized as 

cheap food and this resulted in massive scale 

hunting for decades.  The numbers declined rap-

idly between 1870 and 1890 and were almost 

extinct by 1901.  
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Sid Rutherford Speech to 

NVDHS in 1988 

“Newcastle- the Cradle of Upper Canada” 

(Transcribed by Myno Van Dyke) 

Rutherford began by saying that Newcastle is the 

“Cradle of Upper Canada”- it has an enormous 
amount of history that connects to National history.  

He hopes a book will come out regarding that con-

cept- a great deal of history of Upper Canada is in 
the area. 

“We can go back to Robert Baldwin- his grandson 

was involved in the Reform Movement= why did they 

start in Newcastle, why was he such a reformer.  A 

summer place for the Family Compact- Sir Joseph 
Flavelle had a home here- they used to summer 

here and their conversations would have been about 

that.  My grandfather was a member of the Grits, re-
form movement (Liberals) - this came out of New-

castle- Joe Atkinson, a Liberal paper came down on 

the side of Reformers- table talk in the Baldwin 
Home- 1837 we had a rebellion.  The Massey family 

had a profound effect on this country. 

All history is bringing something together- they had a 

profound effect, if there are places in Ontario where 
there should be a Historical Society, Kingston, Niag-

ara on the Lake and Newcastle.  You need docu-

mentation to support this- The connecting part is the 

creative part of history bringing them together and 
create a focus.   So connect Newcastle with the his-

tory of Ontario and you have a great topic. 

There are many ways to get your history together, 

documents, artifacts but the history I am going to talk 
about is trickier as it has no or very little documenta-

tion.  I had a request from some Native people who 

wanted me to research this.   I asked them what they 
had to show me but they have very little as they did 

not learn to read or write English until the 1800s.  

What they rely on is oral history, which is another 
form of history altogether.   

The last native people who lived in this area were 

the Mississauga Indians, Three bands left, Alderville, 

the other band on the north side Hiawathas and 

Curve Lake which is north.  There is one family left 
on Scugog Island. The Alderville Band asked me to 

do some history. 

They brought me a pile of material- which was most-

ly treaties signed by their Chiefs which involve the 

land where we are sitting tonight.    This History prior 

to John Squair and prior to Out of the Mists.  The 
Alderville Band, the Chief, wanted to celebrate their 

Sesquicentennial (150 years) –which is the time they 

arrived on their reservation.    Where did they come 
from?  Part of the celebration was a safari back to 

their routes and we went by canoe, a full flotilla of 

canoes- all paddling with their feathers on native 

costumes on, took the canoes by trucks, put them in 
the water and paddled over to their routes.   They 

had not been back there for 150 years, so it was a 

very spiritual thing.  Their concept of the world is 
quite a bit different than ours. 

One of the first treaties they signed was by 5 Missis-

sauga Chiefs, in the late 1700’s, was called the 

“Gunshot Treaty”- signed in Port Hope and the Supt. 
Of Indians named Claus who signed for the Govern-

ment–which said all the land from the Bay of Quinte 

to the Credit River from the shore north of Lake On-
tario in which a shot of shotgun could be heard was 

ceded to the Crown.   The Crown got almost 2 mil-

lion acres- that’s the land that was given up that day.  
What did they get for it- 740 pounds annually which 

worked out to about $10 for each native- they paid it 

for about 3 years and the Crown promptly forgot 

about it.  They had a list of about 240 natives but 
they didn’t look very hard and that is how much their 

land cost.  That Treaty, the govt. took the idea that 

Cavan Cartwright = was still Indian Land  The Treaty 
will probably be tested someday- there is an escape 

clause- D.W. Smith- Surveyor General, had a letter 

which was addressed to Augustus Jones who did the 
survey- was directed to proceed with the survey- but 

Clarke was not mentioned in there, an oversight- Au-

gustus Jones set up a camp east of the Jose proper-
ty- Bill Lake’s farm- started in February 1791- ran a 

baseline and between that and the lakefront was 

called the Broken Front- he put in the first conces-
sion.  He dismissed his men in December, he was 

on the 5th Concession but hadn’t done the 3rd or 4th, 

too much snow I think.   He left it and then Allan 

McDonald finished surveying Clarke Twp. 

There was an Indian camp where Lake farm is now, 
when Augustus jones was there- they had 3 en-

campments—one there and on the embankments of 

the Wilmot—they would camp for long periods of 
time- The Mississaugas never stayed there were two 

reasons they camped here= one of course was the 

Wilmot which had one of the best supplies of Atlantic 
Salmon in upper Canada.  They came there and 

used fish baskets and made fish racks.  They cut the 

salmon open and spread them out on the racks and 
set them out to dry.  I have been in Northern Ontario 
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and seen them do this.  They put the fish on the racks 

and put blankets down below them- the flesh would 
eventually fall off onto the blankets.  They would then 

pound the flesh and then let it sit in the sun to dry.  This 

preserves it quite well and then they can carry it with 
them.  They didn’t come to the Wilmot to eat fish, they 

wanted to preserve the meat. 

They also came here to get the passenger pigeon which 

they netted in large quantities.  There were great flocks 

of passenger pigeons that would nest along the Wilmot. 

Augustus Jones camped with the Native people on what 
is now the Lake Farm.  Augustus married one of the 

Chief’s daughters and they had a son that they named 

Peter Jones.  Can’t say for sure if it happened here but 
there is more in a book called “Sacred Feathers” by Pro-

fessor Donald Smith of Calgary.  I think he is the best 

expert we have on the Mississauga Indians.  The book is 
about Peter Jones who lived with his mother until he was 

14.  Not sure where Augustus was, probably out survey-

ing.  When he was 14, Augustus took Peter away to 
have him educated.  Peter Jones became the first Indian 

preacher in Upper Canada.  It’s an excellent book, a lot 

of history of the Mississaugas and Newcastle. 

We met at Alderville (talking about the canoe trip he took 

with them that summer,) it was June (1988) and we took 
the canoes on trucks and rode in a bus with the group.  

We sang Ojibway songs, they had music sheets, and I 

knew a few words.  We went to Hop Island south of 
Belleville, paddled to Hop and then to Grape Island 

which is considered the ancestral home of the Missis-

saugas.  It was only 11 acres, a very spiritual place.  Pe-
ter Jones converted them to Christianity and they be-

came members of the Methodist Church.  They made a 

settlement there in 1824.  Elder Rev. William Case were 
there and about 250 Natives.  They did not have good 

foresight as they built homes, small log ones, a school 

and a little hospital there.  There was not enough land 
and they couldn’t really survive there.   

They went there because of the “Gunshot Treaty” which 

put them out of this area (Newcastle) and had them wan-

dering the bush.  Peter Jones and William Case got 

them together, Christianized them and taught them to 
read and write and taught them agriculture to teach them 

to support themselves. 

When the Gunshot Treaty was signed they realized that 

they forgot to include in the Treaty the islands off the 
shore of Lake Ontario.  The last Treaty they had was the 

“Williams Treaty” signed in 1923 which tried to clear up 

items like this that they had forgotten.  For some reason 
they missed Grape Island again and the Mississaugas 

wanted establish a shrine there.  The island was put up 

for sale and a lady bought it for back taxes but the Indi-

ans have a claim to it.  If they win it, watch out for your 

property. 

They stayed at Grape Island from 1824 until 1834 but 
couldn’t grow enough food or support a school.  They 

tried to raise money in the U.S. but they needed more 

land.  The Mississauga’s went to see Lt. Gov. John Col-
borne, who took over from Simcoe.  They went to Toron-

to and petitioned for more land, they made the trip along 

the lakefront, spoke to Bishop John Strachan (who was 

a member of the Executive Council and an advisor to the 
Attorney General).  He said “Sorry, you can only have 

land if you belong to the Anglican Faith.  One of the 

members of the group, John Sunday, who became a 
prominent Native Preacher said, something like “In our 

heathen state we seemed to get along fairly well, the 

Lord will look after us”   They refused to join the Anglican 
Faith. 

They went back to Grape Island.  So, Colborne must 

have had second thoughts because he gave those about 

3000 acres at Alderville.  They moved the entire Band 
from Grape Island to Alderville by Rice Lake.  They have 

been there now 150 years (as of 1988).  That is not 

“Indian Land”, that is a “Reservation” which is Crown 

Land reserved for Indian use only.  Even today (1988) 
the only land that the Mississaugas own is Grape Island.  

Islands like the Thousand Islands were later added to 

Treaties.  There will be a challenge for Grape Island 
which is Holy Ground for them.  The Cradle of their Civi-

lization. 

Rev. John Sunday was an eloquent Minister and the 

second Indian Methodist Preacher.  His grandson was 
also named John Sunday and he was the father of 

Wilfred Sunday.  Wilfred and his wife lived at one time in 

Newcastle.  The Church in Alderville has John Sunday’s 
bible –it was there at the 150th dedication.  

John Sunday was invited to England to attend Queen 

Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee and spent a year there.  He 

was a highly thought of powerful speaker.  When he was 
in England, attending the Jubilee, he saw mustard on the 

table- he started eating it like it was pudding and didn’t 

realize how hot/spicy it was.  Tears were coming from 

his eyes and someone asked him what was wrong and 
he said “Its tears of joy for my Queen”. 

The first Natives (Indigenous) peoples arrived in North 

America using a land bridge across the Bering Strait 

(some experts believe about 13,000 years ago).  They 
came from Northern Asia and down the west coast.  

They stayed along the coast as there were still glaciers 

and when they got to Central America and Mexico there 
were no glaciers there.  Then they crossed inland and 

this is where the Aztecs and Mayans settled.  They had 

civilization there, they have pyramids down there larger 
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than what they Egyptians built.  How did they do it?  

Some of them broke off into different tribes as the glaci-
ers receded, they came north following large animals 

and some of them became “Plains Indians” and some 

“Woodland Indians”.  All of the Mississaugas happen to 
be one branch, they are Algonquins who spoke the Ojib-

wa language and they settled north of Lake Huron, 

along the north shore of Lake Huron near Sault St. Ma-

rie.  This was the first Mississauga settlement.  I have no 
idea how many centuries they lived there.  When the Six 

Nations Reserve were in this area, they were trading at 

Port Hope.  When Mr. Lovekin arrived here (1797), there 
was a trading hut at the mouth of the creek (Wilmot, 

then called Baldwin’s).  So, someone was trading with 

them, there must have been traders through here much 
earlier than settlers; you would expect that.  There were 

French traders at Frenchman’s, at the mouth of the Ga-

naraska and Quinte. 

The Six Nations came here and destroyed the Hurons.  

At that point the Mississaugas pursued them (Six Na-
tions) down the Trent River system fighting with 

them as they came.  There several large battles at 
the mouth of the Otonobee River (up to 1000 na-

tives killed) where it feeds into Rice Lake.  There 

are burial mounds along there, don’t confuse them 
with Serpent Mounds.  The Serpent Mounds are 

much earlier than that, they go back about 2000 
years, way before Christ. 

The Historical Society has all of Peter Jones and 

John Sunday’s writings but there is no other early 
history written.” 
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HUMPHREY & JOSEPH TOMS 

by Leslie Wilson 

This is a prelude, rather than a follow-up, to Myno Van 

Dyke’s excellent article about the Howard Toms’ family and 

their Newcastle IGA grocery store in our previous newsletter.  

Humphrey Toms was Howard’s grandfather and Joseph was 

Howard’s father. 

For many years in this area it was said by some that 

“Thom” was the so called correct spelling of this family’s sur-

name.  However, while a couple of early records in Clarke 

Twp.do render it as Thom, it is clear that as early as 1826 

Toms is the way Humphrey spelled it.  He could read, but not 

write, so that might explain the mid 19th century Ontario con-

fusion concerning the spelling.  Humphrey Toms was born 

24th  February 1826 in Bude, Cornwall 1 and by 1850 was in 

Clarke Twp. where he was married on 2nd  April of that year 

to Ann / Annis Connel of Orono. 2   By 1861 they had two 

sons (William & Joseph) and two daughters (Mary Ann & 

Sarah Jane) living.  A son David had been born and died in 

1854.3  By 1871 they had three more sons (Robert, John, & 

James) and a daughter (Electa). Their last child, a girl (Eva 

May) was born in 1875. 4 

For his first ten years or so in Clarke Twp. Humphrey 

rented a house in the village of Orono; believed to have been 

somewhere near the south end of the mill pond.  About five 

years after the birth of Joseph on 28th  November 1855 they 

rented and moved to a 

farm on Morgan’s Road 

between the Base Line 

and the Lakeshore 

Road. Humphrey was an 

agricultural labourer in 

Cornwall, U.K. and when 

he emigrated to Canada 

he spent the remainder 

of his working life as a 

teamster (today’s equiv-

alent would be a big-rig 

truck driver) and as a 

thresher (someone who 

threshes wheat, oats, 

peas, etc.).  Both occu-

pations were later fol-

lowed by his sons Wil-

liam & Joseph.  Humph-

rey died in Clarke Twp. 

on 14th February 1880 of 

“Bright’s Dis-

ease” (diabetes).1 

Humphrey’s son 

Joseph died at Newcas-

tle on 14th  January 1941. For his life story his obituary is 

reprinted here in full.  

“In the death of JOSEPH TOMS in his eighty-sixth 

year, on January 14th, there passed one whose whole active 

life was vividly interwoven in the pattern of the horse-drawn 

vehicle days.  From early manhood to his aging days when 

the motor car and the truck were inexorably crowding the 

horse and his harness off the roads he was a teamster.  He 

hauled supplies and produce of all manner of kinds for farm-

ers, grain dealers, coal men, store keepers, corporations and 

all others who had to have commodities handled in volume. 

Those were the days of big crops on the farms and he could 

speak truthfully of the time when he drew oats to market 

from Wesley Walton’s farm, now owned (in 1941) by Herman 

and Weinstein,  when they ran from the threshing machine at 

the rate of 100 bushels to the acre.” 

 “The late Joseph Toms was born in Orono but in his 

youth the family moved to the farm on the Base Line, Clarke, 

now (in 1941) occupied by William and Baden Powell.  Two 

of the boys of that neighborhood at that time were JOSEPH 

COULSON and ROBT. MARTIN, still living (in 1941). As a 

youth Joseph Toms also attended the Trelawney Sunday 

School at Port Granby where JOHN W. BRADLEY was a 

scholar (sic). In 1885 (Actually it was 30th  December 1886; 

six months after the birth of their first child!) 5 he married 

FRANCIS BEATRICE ELSON and took up housekeeping in 

a house opposite SIMMON’s carpenter shop (on the old 

Massey Mfg. property) a part of which still survives as Mr. 

Joseph & William Toms with their Sawyer-Massey traction engine, circa 

1895. 
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and Mrs. Brereton’s residence (in 1941). Sometime after, their 

home was burned when their firstborn son, HAROLD, was a 

baby.  They then moved into the house (#67 George St., New-

castle) now occupied (in 1941) by deceased’s nephew, Mr. 

ARTHUR TOMS, where they lived until they bought the fine 

brick house on Church St., (#1162 Church St., Newcastle), 

whose only occupants now (in 1941) are deceased’s daugh-

ter, Mrs. MARK ALLIN, who cared for her invalid father so 

faithfully and devotedly throughout the seven and a half years 

following his paralytic stroke, and her daughter EVELYN.  Mrs. 

Toms predeceased her husband in 1916.  The two sons sur-

viving are Mr. ERIC TOMS, Belleville, of C.N.R. Water Service 

Department, and Mr. HOWARD J. TOMS of the J. Anderson 

Smith Co. (Newcastle) and Chairman of the Newcastle Board 

of Education.” 

 “The funeral of Jan 16th was conducted by the Rev. R. 

E. Morton (Newcastle United Church) in the presence of rela-

tives and a few neighbours.  Among those present from a dis-

tance were deceased’s brothers Mr. JACK TOMS, Pickering, 

and Mr. JAMES TOMS, Agincourt, and the latter’s son, Mr. 

ROY TOMS; also Mrs. LANCASHIRE and son Mr. HOWARD 

LANCASHIRE, Millbrook; and Mr. and Mrs. ERIC TOMS, 

Belleville.” 

 “Interment was made in the Toms burial plot, Bond 

Head Cemetery.” 

The Canadian Statesman, Bowmanville Ontario, page ten, 

Thurs. Feb 8, 1941 

. 

REFERENCES 

1 – Orono Cemetery & 1841 census of Cornwall, U.K. & 1871 census of Clarke Twp. 

2 – Marriage Registers of Upper Canada/Canada West & 1861 census of Clarke Twp. 

3 – Orono Cemetery 
4 – 1871 & 1881 censuses of Clarke Twp. 
5 – Schedules A (births), B (marriages), & C (deaths), for Durham County. 

Joseph Toms & wife Francis (nee Elson) in front of their last home, #1162 Church St., Newcastle. Boy on the horse is their 

son Howard.  Photo taken circa 1913. 

And yes, Mrs. Toms spelled it FrancIs, not FrancEs 
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What’s Happened This Spring? 

 

On April 10th, the NVDHS hosted a special guest.  Peter Klose, from Jungle Cat World was our speaker.  He is/was a member 

of the Abandon Cemetery Board and tramped endless miles around the township trying to locate all the old abandon and pio-

neer cemeteries.  For the most part he was successful, but he admits a few evaded him. 

He has also travelled the world, and in his journey he visited burial sites everywhere.  Some are well kept honouring those at 

rest there, but there are those, like here, where the site has been left to decay.  I guess it’s a world wide problem.  Peter showed 

us slides of some of these ancient and forgotten burial places. 

The main thrust of Peter’s talk was the Beach grave that is located along Hwy 115 at Newcastle.  For those few who knew the 

grave was there, the Beach’s have been a mystery for many years.  Who were they?  Why were they buried on Wilmot land?  

Why were they in Clarke Township?  These questions have not been easily answered.  Until now.... 

Once Peter had found the grave he just couldn’t rest until he had discovered answers to all these questions.  He found that Au-

rilla and Lovel Beach were Loyalists who had settled in Eastern Ontario.  We still do not know why they came to Clarke Town-

ship, but it may be as simple as a need to move on and find a new place.  They owned Lot 28 in the 1st Concession, right where 

part of Newcastle Village would grow.  This information Peter found on an old township census. 

From other information that was forthcoming from a variety of sources, it was discovered that the local Methodist congregation 

was given permission to meet in a room in the Tannery that was located nearby.  This was a Wilmot tannery.  If there was a 

Methodist congregation, then they likely needed a cemetery for their flock, and it is likely that Wilmot also gave permission for 

a small cemetery to be established near the tannery.  Lovel died in 1828 and Aurilla in 1833, so you can see they were early 

burials for the area. 

Because there is a chance that there might be other burials in the vicinity, Peter is interested in having Ground Penetrating Ra-

dar used to locate any others that may be there.  Once the board of directors has had a chance to mull this idea over, we might 

just start a fund-raising campaign to get this done - no promises, but Peter’s presentation certainly gave us food for thought. 

Our next speaker will be in October, when Grant Karcich, an Oshawa author,  will present a talk about the Lost Trails in this 

area.  These are the old Indian trails that went from the lakeshore back into the lands further north, linking with the more nor-

therly route that connected the whole of Ontario, east to west.  Grant has written two books on this topic and may have some 

copies there for sale that night.  Please mark October 2nd  on your calendar so you won’t miss this most interesting talk. 

Curators’ Corner 

I wonder if anyone tried to make that HUGE batch of pickles featured in the last newsletter? Most of us don’t have a large 

enough family to polish off that many. So here’s another recipe found in that little 1889 handbook that is much easier for us to 

handle. Down through the years and decades, things have been given new names, and this recipe is an example.... 

Vanilla Tart 

Yolk of 2 eggs 

1 Cup sugar 

1 tsp vanilla 

Beat all until light and fluffy, put in tart shells and bake in moderate oven. 

Beat the egg whites for topping and put on tarts when cool. 

Recognize this? Of course, it’s a variation on good old Canadian Butter Tarts! 

Next time I will have other items whose names have changed, or that had 

"slang" or "local" names given to them. 
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Annual Fees for Members -  

Single Membership (one vote):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.  

Family Membership (two votes):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Corporate membership (one vote):  

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  

Annual fees for calendar year $25.  

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter  

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at newcastle.historic@gmail.com or e-mail via the contact form on our website:  

https://newcastlehistorical.ca or by regular mail. 

Renewals be cheque  may sent to: 

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7  

Newcastle Band circa 1890 


