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A

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

s I write this piece, its the first day of Fall. You wouldn’t know it after
the past, several marvelous days and a few more forecast to
Someone is bound to blame it on global warming !

The Summer was pretty quiet, but for the Heritage Day celebration your Society staged on JUNE
25, 2017, the week before the official date of Canada’s 150 Birthday. We rented the main hall
of the Newcastle Community Hall and filled it with “family” tables where long time residents,
many with agricultural backgrounds, were able to display family artifacts and history of
their family experiences through time. I manned the “Railroads of Newcastle and Orono”
table, wearing my genuine engineer’s cap ! Everyone appeared to enjoy themselves. One lesson: future events such a Heritage Day will require more robust promotion thru the variety of
media platforms now available to us.
Your Society Historical Room on the ground floor of the Newcastle Community Hall is open to
the public every Tuesday and Saturday mornings between 9.30AM and Noon. On SEPTEMBER
30, the Room will open at 9.30AM until 3PM as we participate in Durham Region Culture Days,
where the focus is life on the family farm over time. We expect to have at least two antique
tractors in the Hall’s parking lot (now being confirmed) ! And, on OCTOBER 7, the Room will
be open from 9AM until 2PM as we participate in the Business Improvement Area (BIA) celebration of the Newcastle Fall Harvest Fair ! Both are free events so do make an effort to visit
your Historical Room !
The Fall of 2017 is already looking busy !
At our Board of Director’s meeting earlier this Summer, we adopted a new logo style. It appears in this Newsletter. The new logo is part of an effort to raise our profile with a more professional look. Nothing, though, will take away from the plain, hard work performed by your
Directors as the Society makes its contribution to the cultural well-being of the Community. We help make history live !
Following two successful years of the Doors Open event in which your Society played a major
role in 2016 in Newcastle and, earlier this year, when the event was held in Kendal, the 2018
event is planned for Saturday, JUNE 9, 2018 in the Newtonville/Port Granby area. I serve on
the Board of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, the Doors Open vehicle, so a number of
your Directors will likely be on board to assist with the 2018 event !
Finally, once again, I would like to secure the help of a professional to
conduct our annual audit, on a pro bono basis. If you would like to perform this once-a-year task, we would be very grateful. My e-mail address
is: robertmalone@hotmail.ca
Regards,

Bob Malone,
President
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The South Haven Nursing Home and
the Orono Forestry Station
By Narda Kuperij Hoogkamp

recently, standing outside the NewcasJ ust
tle Community Hall, I was talking to a for-

ple. The Government would only give support to places that had over 100 so they did
not qualify.
The owner of South Haven Nursing Home
was a person named Mace and it was a Mr.
Kent who operated it at the time. I remember
visiting Mr. Joll (Marg Rudman’s Dad). He
was the person who gave me a ride to the
Orono Forestry where in early Spring they
hired seasonal labourers for digging up small
trees for shipping and also planting trees.

mer student of Newcastle Public School and I
asked; “Do you remember the South Haven
Nursing Home sign on the roof of the Newcastle Public School on Halloween night?”
One of the good pranks- now that there are
I worked there for 2 to 3 months during 1953no or very few outhouses to turn over.
54. The second year I got to do some plantMost of the clients at the South Haven Nurs- ing and later we did weed the beds which had
ing Home were local or lived in the area. It the seedlings that were planted the year bewas a good place. The Manager was a very fore. Mr. Joll, I think was on permanent staff
caring person. He had to deal with a local and we later bought our lot from him. He
“Friendship Club”, local girls came and en- owned the west side of Mill St. North and
tertained the clients. He started the first more land on Manvers and North Street
“Meals on Wheels” first for free and later for where they lived. A lot of the trees in this ara small charge. He stopped doing it when ea came from the Orono Forestry. It was a
Community Care came and they took it over. good business and employed many people.
Volunteers from Newcastle and Orono To prevent erosion, people were encouraged
picked up the meals in the kitchen on the to plant trees.
south side. Others would go and play games
The Orono Forestry Station and South Haven
like bingo and visited the clients. Later,
Nursing Home are all gone now. Politicians
there were changes and the U.C.W. (United
and bureaucrats have successfully closed
Church Women) was formed and there were them both. There was a homey atmosphere
three groups, two in the evening and one in and local people did not have to go to big out
the afternoon. Both of the buildings were at- of town institutions. Bigger is not always bettached and the capacity was about 60 peo- ter.
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Heritage Day on June 26th turned out to be a huge success .
Thanks to Greg Forget and Willy Woo for the photos.
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Our Presence at the Orono Fair

At the opening ceremonies for the 265th fair the new book
Memories of the fair was officially launched. The book
committee presented one of he books to the Newcastle
Community Historical Society. Ron Locke is seen here accepting the book for the society. The Book committee
spent several hours reaching in the historical room preparing for this book.

Directors volunteered time on the booth over the duration
of the fair. Here we see Paddy Duncan discussion our display with a fairgoer.
The articles we chose created much discussion among people.

Do you remember?
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Mr. Rickard carried on an extensive export trade. The
Canadian Statesman of October 16, 1901 mentions
Wm. RICKARD, M.P.P.
that he had forwarded to the Horticulture Building at
the Pan American Expostion, a choice selection of Canadian Fall and Winter apples --- Alexander, Wagener,
he writer thought it would be interesting for
newsletter recipients to read about politics back Spy, Ben Davis, Blenheim Pippin, Greening Fallain the horse and buggy days of 1900s. But first, a little water, Stark, Baldwin, Golden Russett, etc. Of course
there is nothing to indicate whether he grew all of
background about the man, his family and his interthese varieties himself. We know that our area was
ests.
known for its orchards. Another Canadian Statesman
When his parents, John Rickard and wife Maria
of that year gives the names of four other local or(Parsons) left England in 1847 they were living in
chardists: Richard Osborne on concession 2 with 10
Northcott Hamlet which lies in Devonshire but forms
acres; William Gibson with 30 acres; Allin Brothers
part of the Cornish parish of Boyton. The River Tamar
with 3 acres; A Gamsby, Orono, with 12 to 15 acres.
is the boundary between Devon and Cornwall, separatPOLITICS
ing the village of Boyton from Northcott Hamlett.

T

William was born in Northcott Hamlett in 1843, and
was a small child when the family left England. The
family first resided in Darlington township and moved
a mile, more or less, in 1848 to the east in Clarke
township to what is known as Kilcolman, the Lovekin
farm, lot 35, concession 1. The Collector’s Roll of
1854 for Clarke and the Assessment Roll of 1857
show the family residing on the Lewis Wilmot farm,
lots 33/34, concession 2. It wasn’t until the 1860’s
that John purchases a farm in Darlington. At least
three of the Rickard son had farms in Clarke township
– William, John Jr. and Samuel.

In public life Mr. Rickard became involved in municipal affairs as Newcastle Village Councillor, becoming
Reeve in 1896. On January 22, 1901 he was elected
Warden of the United Counties of the United Counties
of Northumberland and Durham. From 1902 to 1904
he represented West Durham in the Ontario Legislature as a Liberal, and was defeated in the 1905 election
by 121 votes to the Conservative, J.H. Devitt.

Sources: Various newspaper clippings; The Rickards
of Shaw’s by Marion Farr, 1990: Out of the Mists, A
History of Clarke Township, 1976

William at first worked for some time with his father,
Submitted by Helen Schmid
but at age 21 gave up farming and became engaged in
the drug business with Northrop and Lyman in Newcastle. This lasted about 9 years. During this time, in
1870, he married Helena McCoy. This union produced
four children: Mabel, Willie and Katie all died young
of scarlet fever and diphtheria; daughter Edith married
Dr. Ernest Allin, a dentist. On William’s return to the
soil in 1875 he bought the Ivory farm, lot 30, concession1, near Newcastle village. In addition he founded a
coal business in 1882, carrying on until his death in
1921. Although a busy man, he was Postmaster from
October 1st 1896 until April 29th 1902. He was keenly
interested in fruit growing apples and small fruits, especially raspberries.
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MR. WM. RICKARD, M. P. P.
FOR WEST DURHAM
----------------------------------------------CELEBRATING THE VICTORY

W

hen the figuring was done and the magnificent majority of 110 for Rickard was announced deafening were the cheers from a thousand
pair of lungs.
A little later when Mr. Rickard arrived from Newcastle he was greeted with cheers of victory from the door
steps and shop doors. The boys mounted him in an
arm chair and carried him through King Street and
soon as a procession could be organized the Dominion
Organ & Piano Co. Band was secured, horsemen led
the crowd and with the victorious William Rickard,
M.P.P., Robt. Beith, M.P., Dr. J. C. Mitchell, H. W.
Renwick, President, and M. A. James, Secretary of
West Durham Reform Association in the first carriage
and a long line of vehicles and people on foot they paraded the principal streets, halts being made at Dr.
Mc.Laughlin’s and Mr. J.W. Alexander’s, President of
the Dominion Organ & Piano Co., to serenade them.
Returning to the town hall corner Mr. Rickard thanked
the electors for the splendid victory they had won and
invited them all to go Newcastle the next night to meet
him at his home.
Accordingly on Friday night the electors from town
and country massed on the Market Square here at 7
p.m. and headed by the Dominion Organ & Piano
Co.’s band, formed in procession and proceeded to
Newcastle, Mr. Rickard’s home, marshalled by Mr.
James Gill mounted on Harry Cann’s champion
charger. A large number of young men on horseback
preceded the band and carried torches. A long line of
carriages and band waggon loads made up one of the
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largest processions seen in West Durham in many a
day. Another procession from Orono met the one from
Bowmanville and Darlington, and, reaching Newcastle, filled the streets. The farm residences along the
entire route were brilliantly illuminated, and some
were gaily decorated too. Almost every dwelling and
shop in the village was illuminated, and Chinese lanterns swung across the streets. The citizens certainly
did great honour to their victorious fellow citizen. After parading the streets a halt was made before Mr.
Rickard’s residence, where a tremendous crowd
packed the streets as far as voice could reach. The
Orono band was on hand and gave alternate selections
with the town band.
Short congratulatory speeches were made from the
balcony by Messrs. D.B. Simpson, K.C., Robert Beith,
M.P., Dr. J.C. Mitchell, H.F. Hunter, barrister and a
rattling good speech by Mr. Rickard himself.
Lunch and coffee was afterwards served to the crowd,
when all dispersed after rousing cheers for the new
M.P.P., the Ross Government, Mr. Robert Beith, and
the King. The celebration was declared a splendid success.
Canadian Satesman, June 4, 1902
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WHAT’S ALL THE FUSS
ABOUT?

these old apples have fallen by the wayside.
Nothing can compare to their taste. But all is
not lost. Bill Lake, on the Lakeshore Road,
still grows St. Lawrence apples - m-m-m
good! And there may be others in the vicinity
By Sher Leetooze
who have a tree or two of one of the old varieties. Further afield, Siloam Orchards, at Silohe fuss is about APPLES! This time of
am just west of Uxbridge, have started a heryear they abound - in the grocery
itage orchard, and this time of year you can
stores, at the roadside fruit and vegetable
go out there and purchase the apples from
stands, and, believe it or not, in abandon or- these old trees and try two or three varieties
chards all across Ontario. The apples in the
to see which ones you like. Some of the old
abandon orchards are Heritage Apples, and apples were especially suited to pies, others
are no longer grown commercially. Some
to sauce, and yet others were sweet enough
farmers and orchardists grow the ‘old’ varie- to eat out-of-hand. It’s not just people and vilties for any number of reasons - nostalgia
lages that have history - apples, too have
(they were around when he was a boy), taste great history. Drop into the history room on
(if you haven’t tasted the old varieties, some Tuesday morning or Saturday morning - evepeople feel you haven’t lived), and now-ary week, 9:30-12:00 - to talk about apples! We
days, because of a growing awareness of the might even dig out some old recipes you can
history of this versatile fruit. In this area,
take home to enjoy!
there were 40 or 50 varieties grown in the pre
WW2 years, with few, if any available today.
The old apples may have tasted good, and
they may have made fantastic pies, but they
just didn’t keep or ship well, and so they had
to make way for the apples we know today.
Out at Archibald Orchards there is a poster
on the wall of the shop listing the apples we
grow and enjoy today - I counted them there’s thirteen! The photo here shows over
50 varieties that grew on the farms in this locality in years gone by. This is a display of
templates that the farmers used to paint the
name on the apple crates or barrels. It is part
of the Hammond Collection on loan to the
Farm Families 150th Event. This display alone
drew hundreds of interested people who
Photo by Sher Leetooze From the Farm Famireadily admitted to not knowing what they
lies display at the Orono Fair.
were... have you heard of a Wolf River? A
Cranberry Pippin? A Fallawater? You are not
alone. It’s a shame in some instances, that

T
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Gleanings from the Port Hope Times

Oct. 7 1880 Port Hope Times

The Wellington Hotel was on King ST where the Old
Newcastle House now stands. No photos of the Wellington have come to light at this time.
Apparently the building survived in some capacity until
the1920s. It would appear that the present building on
this site was built after that.
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
We are grateful to Swan Signs for their support
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987-5482,
or e-mail at shortboxchev@gmail.com or by regular mail.
Renewals be
cheque may sent
to:

Newcastle Village & District
Historical Society: 20 King Ave.
W. Newcastle
ON L1B 1H7

A school photo
from the historical archives of
the Newcastle
Historical Society. Grade two
Newcastle 1952
-53
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