Newcastle Village and District Historical Society
Newsletter Fall 2016 - Issue # 125
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Page 1, Pres. Bob keeps us up
to date on the comings and
goings of the Society.
Page 2, Sher reminds us of
some of our local boys that
made the supreme sacrifice in
WW1.
Page 5, Myno relates the history of “Harve” Britton known
local as “Mr. Hydro”
Page 8, We learn about Kathy
Legresley’s latest project.
Page 9,From the Port Hope
Guide we learn of a harrowing experience of a Newcastle
man in 1933.
Page 10, Find information
about our society NVDHS and
a parting photo.
*************************
Remember our servicemen
and women on November 11.
Don’t forget the Santa Clause
Parade on November 20th. If
you would like to help email
Shelly
at
sjackson1292@rogers.com
Consider volunteering for our
Canada Sesquicentennial Celebration next June. (see Pres
Bob’s column for more information.
2017 dues can be paid at any
time. Info on back page.

T

he movie title is, A Long, Hot Summer. And the reality is, it was ! Besides being my
favourite time of year, Fall is certainly welcome.
The following is a report on three community events in which your Society was engaged
this Summer and early Fall.

Doors Open, Newcastle, June 11 - In partnership with the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario,
Bowmanville Branch, we presented Doors Open in Newcastle, featuring fifteen buildings of historical significance and one major garden. The results were incredible and way beyond expectations. The final count totalled some 8,500 visits ! ACO plans to feature historic properties in
Kendal, ON and environs in 2017.
Clarington Heritage Week, August 8 – 14 - This celebration took place in several communities
throughout Clarington. In Newcastle, we provided guided walking tours of the Village on Tuesday evening and again on Saturday at noon.
Newcastle's of the World, September 19 – 23 - This event played host to delegates from cities,
towns and villages around the world named, in their own language, Newcastle. Seventy-five
delegates attended. Our Society conducted a walking tour of the Village on Monday.
The 2016 Newcastle Santa Claus Parade is planned for 5:00PM on November 20. The Society will
once again participate with a float, drawn by a vintage tractor. The Parade theme this year
is.....A Winter Wonderland. I encourage our members to join in and walk along with our float
Looking ahead, your Society plans to be part of Canada 150 in 2017, the sesquicentennial celebration of our country’s birth ! We have reserved the Newcastle Community Main Hall for the
Saturday before the July 1 holiday. Our preliminary plan would see a family participation event
where families would set up tables featuring their particular family genealogy. As well, we are
considering an antiques display where members can showcase their personal antiques collection! More information later.
At our recent Board of Directors meeting, a new Director was appointed. She is Karen MacNeil. Karen has a distinguished academic background and has served as a volunteer on a number
of Associations in Toronto and Clarington. She has been a resident of Newcastle for nine
years. I look forward to her active participation in the work of your Society. Karen’s appointment will carry through until our next Annual General Meeting in March, 2017, at which time she
will stand for re-election to the Board of Directors by the members of the Society in attendance.
As I have in a number of past Newsletters, I would remind you that, with Karen’s appointment,
there is one remaining Directorship open. I do urge you to consider joining the Board. I would
be happy to speak to you about it !
Finally, I was honoured to have been selected by Municipal Council as Senior
Citizen of the Year 2016 for Clarington. A good deal of that honour was
earned as a volunteer on many Boards, Committees, Associations, etc., but I
like to think, especially, because of my role on the Board of your Society. I am
very proud !
Regards,
Bob Malone,
President
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Local Men in the 136th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, WW1

I

n the early days of WW1, there were two regiments recruiting in the Newcastle/
Bowmanville/Port Hope area - the 136th Battalion, and the 235th Battalion. Because we
have the plaque for the 136th on the wall in the history room, I thought it only fitting that
local folk should know a little something about “our boys” who signed up for overseas
duty.

I call them our boys because that’s just what most of them were - boys - barely young men.
A search of the WW1 attestations online through the Library and Archives at Ottawa returns 68 of
our fellows joined up with the 136th. This includes men from the whole of the Township of
Clarke, not just Newcastle.
Some of them signed their attestations at Bowmanville, some at Port Hope, and believe it or not,
some at Orono, where the Police Magistrate, Neil Colville, was empowered to take attestations.
He signed up 22 men: 11 in January of 1916, 6 in February of 1916, 3 in March of 1916 and 2 in
May of that year. You can see how enthusiasm for war petered out as the year wore on.
For the most part, the men who signed up at Orono were not local men but were here working as labourers on local farms.
George Keating from Lancashire, England was working at Pontypool; Ernest Lane from London, England was working at Bethany;
Henry James Smith from London, England was working at Bethany; and Leslie Arthur Hamilton from Stratham, England was working at Kendal. Henry Smith and George Keating were killed in action. I don’t know if the other two men returned to Ontario after
the war.
Of the 68 men who attested with the 136th, seven did not return. This article will feature those seven, with the information
that is available through the Library and Archives database of WW1 soldiers, from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
database of those who gave their lives overseas, and from any newspaper articles that have been put online as a memorial to these
men. You, the reader, will of course, have much more information about them - their families, their neighbourhoods, etc.

Lionel Douglas Bowen was born January 24th, 1895, the son of Henry and Katie Bowen of Orono. Lionel enlisted on January 20th, 1916 at Winnipeg where he was working at the time as a bookkeeper,
and so he was the only one of the seven who did not sign-up with the 136th, instead, attesting with the 61st
Battalion . On April 1st, 1916, he sailed for England on the S.S. Olympic out of Halifax. By September
of that year Lionel was already in the field of action, and was wounded in the shoulder at the Somme on
September 4th. On September 29th he was admitted to the Fulham Military Hospital at Hammersmith in
England. On October 16th he was transferred to the Canadian Convalescent Hospital at Kent for a medical opinion and on the 19th was declared fit for duty and was sent to the Canadian Machine Gun Corps at
Shorncliffe.
During the first few months the of 1917 Lionel was raised to a Corporal without pay increase, then to a
Corporal with a pay increase, then in September he was raised to a Sergeant with pay increase.
From this point onward, it is difficult to follow his war records. It seems he was given duty at a variety of
hospitals in Britain between Shorncliffe and Seaford, but on May 18, 1918 ... “he left to join the Canadian Machine Gun Corps, 1st
Battalion” .... Where this Battalion was stationed is not mentioned.
On October 1st, Lionel was wounded again and sent to hospital, where he died later that day.
From the Commonwealth War Graves Commission records, we find that Lionel is buried at Queant Communal Cemetery,
British Extension, Pas De Calais, France.
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Eric Arthur Coulson was born at Newcastle, the son of Joseph and Annie Maud Coulson. On February 5th, 1916, Eric went down to Port Hope and enlisted with the 136 th. He arrived in England on the 6th
October, 1916, onboard the S.S. Corsican, after training here in Canada for eight months. During his sea
voyage, on October 1st, he was appointed Corporal. He was stationed at West Sandling until October 6 th
when he was assigned to the 39th Battalion. On November 1st he was appointed Lance Corporal. On January 14th, 1917 he was sent to Shorncliffe, to the 6 th Battalion. It appears that it was with the 6 th Battalion
that Eric entered the war zone of Europe. On February 7 th he was transferred to the 21st Battalion and it
was while serving with the 21st Battalion of Infantry that Eric was killed in action on August 15 th, 1917.
He was part of a machine gun crew, during the attack on Hill 70, and the entire machine gun crew were
killed by a single artillery shell that landed in their midst. He was buried in a nearby cemetery.
When the war had ended and the Imperial War Graves Commission was consolidating the wartime burials
into more organized cemeteries, his body could not be located. Most likely the result of continuous
shelling in the area causing the graves to be uprooted and destroyed. As a result, Private Coulson is honoured on the Canadian National Vimy Ridge Memorial.His death came during the Third Battle of Ypres,
part of the larger Passchendaele, of which we have heard so much.
Following the war the British War Medal, Victory Medal and Memorial Cross were sent to his mother, Mrs
Annie Maud Coulson, Box 77, Newcastle, Ontario
The Plaque (Dead Man’s Penny) and Scroll were sent to his father, Joseph Coulson, at the same address

Frederick William Gibson was born at Newcastle, January 7th, 1894, son of David James and
Mary Gibson. He “signed up” at Port Hope on February 29 th, 1916, and left for overseas duty from Halifax
on September 25th of that year on board the S.S. Corsican, arriving in England on October 6th. He was
assigned to the 12th Canadian Machine Gun Company at the Sandling Depot on October 11 th. It appears,
from his records, that he remained on duty in England until June 17 th, 1917 when his unit was sent to Camiers in France, a commune in the Pas-de-Calais. On the day that Fred died of wounds, October 26, 1917, he
was taking part in the second battle of Passchendaele. From the website, http://www.historyplace.com we
find that....
October 26, 1917 - At Ypres, a second attempt is made but fails to capture the village of Passchendaele, with Canadian troops participating this time.
Fred died at the #44 Casualty Clearing Station near Rouen and he is buried at the Nine Elms British Cemetery, West Vlaanderen, Belgium. Fred’s mom, Mary Gibson was sent the Memorial Medal.

Percy Cecil Gomme was the son of Charles and Hannah Gomme of Newcastle. His attestation is
somewhat fuzzy as he seems to have joined the 136 th Battalion locally, and was awarded the rank of Lieutenant. However, on April 22, 1916, he gave up his rank, and joined the 80 th Overseas Battalion, attesting
at Belleville.
Percy went overseas as a private, but worked his way back to Corporal, winning his stripes on the battlefields of France. As Myno Van Dyke points out in an article in the Clarington This Week, October 29,
2015, ... “The Second Battle of Passchendaele took place from October 26 to Nov. 10, 1917. The Canadians were sent there to relieve the battered ANZAC forces and take part in the push to capture Passchendaele”
Shortly before his death he found out he was to be raised to Lieutenant.
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On October 31st (some reports say November 1st) , Percy, then aged 21 years, was killed in action, as the Canadians reached
the outskirts of the town in a driving rainstorm.
Percy is remembered on the Ypres Memorial at the Menin Gate in Belgium. A stone was also raised at
Bond Head Cemetery in his memory.

Samuel Glanville was the son of Mr and Mrs S. George Glanville of Orono, and husband of Mary
Ball Glanville. Sam “joined up” with the 136th at Port Hope, January 5, 1916. After a few months of training here in Canada, likely at Barriefield and Valcartier, Sam headed for Europe from the port of Halifax,
26th September, 1916, arriving in Liverpool, October 6 th aboard the S. S. Corsican. He was sent immediately to W. Sandling Depot. On November 15 th he disembarked at LeHavre, France. He sailed on the same
ship as Eric Coulson, noted above.
On November 21, 1916 he was transferred from the 136 th Battalion to the 39th Battalion and later that day
drafted to the 75th Battalion.
On February 13th, Sam was entered into the 5th Canadian Field Hospital suffering from Bronchitis, where he was given light
duty. He had suffered Pleurisy at Valcartier prior to embarking for overseas duty. Within a week or so he was back with his unit,
likely by March 1st when he was considered “missing in action”. On March 5 th he was entered in the company book as missing in
action. On March 17th, the entry was amended to read “killed in action”. On his grave registration, his date of death is March 1,
1917.
From an account of the Battle(s) around Vimy we find this information....
“A large-scale trench raid on 13 February 1917, involving 900 men from the 4th Canadian Division, resulted in 150 casualties. An even more ambitious trench raid on 1 March 1917, once again by the 4th Canadian Division, failed and resulted in 637
casualties including two battalion commanders and a number of company commanders killed.” Samuel Glanville was among those
637 casualties that day.
He is memorialized on the Vimy Memorial.
A scroll and Sam’s Memorial Cross were sent to his mother in 1922. His wife Mary finally received his pension of $80. 00 in
1920.

William Wallbridge Jose was the son of Stephen and Eleanor Jose of Newcastle.

Born Septem-

th

ber 4 , 1896, he was one of two sons, his brother Harry being two years younger.
On the 14th of February, 1916, William signed up for overseas duty with the 136 th Battalion at Orono, with
Police Magistrate Neil Colville taking his attestation.
For the next 8 months William, and others, likely trained at Valcartier, for they were temporarily attached
to the 2nd Quebec Regiment.
They sailed on the S.S. Corsican out of Halifax on 25th September, 1916, arriving at Liverpool October 6 th,
along with shipmates Eric Coulson and Samuel Glanville. William was immediately transferred to the 39 th
Battalion at West Sandling. On November 14th, he was drafted to the 87th Battalion, also at West Sandling.
By November 18th, the 87th was in France.
William Walbridge Jose was killed in action March 18, 1917, during the battle leading up to the taking of
Vimy Ridge by the Canadians. He was a member of the 11 th Brigade, wiring party, possibly wiring explosives for the campaign.
W.W. Jose is buried in grave III.K.3 at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi, France.
His “penny” and scroll were sent to his father, and his Memorial Cross was sent to his mother. His war medals were dispatched November 24, 1920, and included the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.
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George Henry Noden was the son of Wesley and Eleanor Noden of Clarke P.O., now known
as Newtonville. He was born March 3rd, 1892 at Springville in Cavan Township.
Because his service records have not been digitized by the Library and Archives, Ottawa, I cannot tell
you much about him. From an embarkation list we learn that he sailed on the S.S. Corsican, Sept. 26,
1917 and arrived at Liverpool on Oct. 6, 1917 along with the rest of the 136 th Battalion.
From George’s death information we find that the Commonwealth War Graves Commission has his
death date as 4th July, 1917. He served with the Canadian Field Artillery, 53 rd Battery, 13th Brigade.
George is listed as a Shoeing Smith in all available military records, following the blacksmithing
trade of his father, his uncle, his brothers, and likely generations of Nodens before him. If there were
horses used in his Artillery unit, then his skills were needed and put to good use. It is unlikely that, as
a blacksmith he would have been a gunner.
He is buried at Anzin in France, in the St. Aubin British Cemetery, grave # III..D.6

Oscar George Sowden

was the son of William and Susan Sowden, the fifth of seven

children. On his attestation papers, Oscar said his birthdate was July 19 th, 1897, however, the
1911 census has recorded that it was July 1900.Oscar attested at Port Hope on 7 th February,
1916. From an embarkation list we know he sailed for England, Sept. 26, 1917, and landed at
Liverpool October 6th. Like the other local men on that ship, he was likely transferred to the
87th Battalion once arriving at West Sandling. Because his service records have not yet been
digitized, I can’t tell you any more about Oscar’s service, other than he was killed in action 24th
April, 1917. It is possible that he was wounded during the Battle for Vimy Ridge two weeks
earlier and died later of his wounds. He is buried at St. Venant Communal Cemetery, Pas de
Calais, France.

The information for these men is filed in the History Room - Military- WW1, along with a list of the other 60 men
who enlisted with the 136th Battalion.
There is a website, everymanremembered.org where you can commemorate your WW1 serviceman from any of
the Commonwealth countries. I believe there is a donation request with each listing to help keep the list alive as long as
possible in order to commemorate these lost lives.
There is also the Canadian Great War Project website: www.canadiangreatwarproject.com where you can also add
to any of the information already gathered. Both are worthwhile projects!
Drop into the History Room to see what else we have that may be of interest to you. Among the photos you will
find one of the Community Hall with a large gun out on the lawn. Was this to commemorate those local men who were
assigned to a Machine Gun Company or an Artillery Company? I wonder what ever happened to that big gun? Does
Myno have it downstairs in the storage room? Drop into the Room and find out the answers to these questions and many
others.

Compiled and Submitted by Sher Leetooze
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Harvey “Mr. Hydro” Britton
By Myno Van Dyke

H

arvey S. Britton (known as Harve) was
born in Newtonville in 1891. His parents were Charles Sr. and Elizabeth
(Cornish). Charles was a carpenter
and Elizabeth had a bakeshop on the north side
of Main St. in Newtonville. . In 1905, after finishing grade school he worked for the Port Hope
Telephone Company as a “lineman and troubleshooter”.
In 1911 he worked for the Midland
Construction Company building power lines for
the Seymour Light and Power Company. Two
years later he worked for Welland Public Utilities
Commission building hydro lines there. In 1915
he arrived in Newcastle and took over the grocery and bakery business that had been operated by his brother Charles and his wife Agnes
(Smith) at the south east corner of Mill Street and
King East (where Shopper’s is now).

ed and it was shown being “vacant” at that time.
In August of 1879, an advertisement appeared
advising that the church and property was to be
auctioned off. On September, 5th, 1879 Mr. Frederick Farncomb purchased the church and lot for
$600. It was believed for many years that the
church was moved down to Baldwin Street and
converted to a private residence but this is not
known for sure. Ironically, this was the same
week that Massey Manufacturing was loading up
the last of their machinery and moving the whole
operation to Toronto. Probably there were some
properties that were being sold at a low price
that fall. The house was later owned by J.S
(Scott) Montgomery who was the Bank Manager
in Newcastle. Around 1939, Montgomery renovated the home adding a sun room and repainted
the house from a rusty brown colour to white.
Later, the home was sold and owned by Marion
Allin who sold the house in 1947 to the Brittons.

In 1927 and 1928, Harvey was elected as the
Reeve for the Village. In 1938, he managed the
new Newcastle Hydro Electric Commission. He
did all of the maintenance work and new construction as well as reading meters and bill collecting. He carried on the H.S. Britton store until
1949. Here he sold groceries and baked goods
and by then he had added “Electrical Supplies” to
In 1918, he ran the store but also started another
his store.
sideline reading meters, installing street lights
and collecting bills for the local hydro system in In 1896, the first electric generating plant came
Newcastle, which was then owned by the Hydro from Wilmot Creek at “Belmont”, the fish hatchElectric Power Commission of Ontario (later be- ery. In 1911 this power system was taken over
came Ontario Hydro).
In 1920, he married a by Seymour Light and Power and in 1916 by HyNewtonville girl, Jean McKenzie, daughter of a dro Electric Power Commission who ran it until
doctor. They lived in an apartment above the 1937, when it was taken over by Newcastle.
store. They had one son, Neil.
In 1922, Harve In 1949, he worked for the Hydro Commission
was first elected as Councillorin the Village of full time and even had the hydro office in his
Newcastle
home. This was originally the dining room on the
Harve and Jean purchased the former “Dr. Farn- north side of the house. Harve converted it into
comb’s house in February of 1947. Interesting to the office and people would come there to pay
note that this was one of the first houses in New- their bills or make inquiries.
castle to have electricity and a telephone.

In 1956, Donald Lake was hired as a lineman and
The house sits on the west side of Mill Street at Bruce Whitney also worked part-time assisting
Caroline Street. Around 1856, this was where with repairs and emergencies. Harve was also
the Congregational Church of Canada was locat- President of the Port Hope Telephone Company,
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ironically the company where he first started working
as a 14 year old in 1905.
Harve also was active in the Mason’s Lodge in Newcastle. He volunteered at the Community Hall by
operating the movie projector when films were shown
in the main hall there on the weekends.
After his retirement, there was a large reception at
the Community Hall, celebrating 60 years of faithful
service to the Newcastle Public Utilities.
In 1970,
th
Harve and Jean celebrated their 50 Wedding Anniversary. Harvey died at home on Tuesday, September 20, 1977. He was in his 87th year and is buried at
Orono Cemetery. His wife Jean, died on August 8th,
1985 and she is also buried at Orono.
The home was sold to the Friedlander family. Mrs.
Friedlander was Pauline Stork’s (Deline) sister. Eventually it was inherited by her son Dean Friedlander.
Presently the home is owned by Joe Earle and his family.

The ovens from Britton’s bakery were still there when the
building was demolished in 2010. (photo by Sierd DeJong)

Thanks to Neil Britton for this photo

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society Newsletter # 125

Page 7

M

any interesting people came into the
Historical Room over the summer
and one of note was Kathy Legresley.
Kathy is doing research on her Great
Aunt, Dora Farncomb and came to the Historical Society
to see what she could learn from our collections.
Most people around here had never heard of Dora even
though we have much material on the Farncomb family,
especially Doctor A. Farncomb, Dora’s brother. Kathy
convinced us that Dora was a very interesting and
worldly lady and supplied us with a clipping from the
Canadian Statesman dated June 28 1958 (right) witch
gave more information.
Kathy has promised us that when she finished her “Dora
Project” she will remember us with a copy. The photo of
Dr Alfred Farncomb sitting on the wheelbarrow in his
garden is one of our prized possessions, but we didn’t
know of the poem connection until we read the clipping.
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From The Port Hope Weekly Guide- May 26,1933

they commented on Cowan’s absence, and discovering the canoe missing, surmised he had been blown
Newcastle Man Has Close Call
out. Chief Garrod immediately went to Bowmanville,
linging desperately to his overturned ca- there being no motorboats at Newcastle, and along
noe, six miles out in Lake Ontario, six miles with Chief Venton hired a motorboat.
out in Lake Ontario, Fred Cowan, aged 19
They cruised out into the lake and six miles out disof Newcastle was rescued after 30 minutes
covered Cowan in an exhausted condition, clinging to
immersion. Chief John Garrod, of Newcastle effected the overturned canoe. Taken aboard the motorboat,
the rescue. Cowan’s cocker spaniel was picked up a Cowan’s first thoughts were for his dog. The game
short time afterwards, valiantly swimming for the little animal was discovered 300 yards in from the
shoreline six miles away. Cowan, who is a son of Mrs. overturned canoe bravely battling the rolling waves in
F.W. Cowan, had been working on the beach along an attempt to reach the land. He was picked up and
with several other men. At noon, while the others all speed made toward the shore. Cowan was taken
were away for lunch, he secured a canoe from one of to Dr. J.A. Butler, where after becoming warmed he
was found to be little the worse for his narrow esthe boat houses, and with his dog for company, padcape. He told his rescuers he could not have held on
dled out into the lake. A stiff offshore breeze swept
to the rocking canoe much longer in the icy waters
him farther and farther from shore, until finally he and had given up all hope of being saved when the
was out of sight from the land.
rescue boat came in sight.

C

When the men returned to work in the afternoon,
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
We are grateful to Swan Signs for their support
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987-5482, or e-mail
at shortboxchevy@gmail.com or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON
L1B 1H7

Murray Walton and Erla Jose spent a very interesting day with Paddy Clarke from Maine. Paddy is a direct descendent of
Roger Bates, one of the early settlers in Clarke Twp.
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