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¢ 
ƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǝǘƭŜ ƛǎΣ ! [ƻƴƎΣ Iƻǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊΦ   !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Η   .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴȅ 
ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊΣ Cŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ 
ǘƘƛǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ CŀƭƭΦ 

5ƻƻǊǎ hǇŜƴΣ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ WǳƴŜ мм  -  Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ 
.ƻǿƳŀƴǾƛƭƭŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘΣ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 5ƻƻǊǎ hǇŜƴ ƛƴ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŬƊŜŜƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎπ
ǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀȅ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀπ
ǝƻƴǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ уΣрлл Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ Η    !/h Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ ƛƴ 
YŜƴŘŀƭΣ hb ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлмтΦ 

/ƭŀǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ²ŜŜƪΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ у ς мп  -  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ /ƭŀǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ   Lƴ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎπ
Řŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴΦ 

bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜϥǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мф ς но  -  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƛǝŜǎΣ 
ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜΦ   {ŜǾŜƴǘȅ-ŬǾŜ 
ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘΦ   hǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ нлмс bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎ tŀǊŀŘŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ рΥллta ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлΦ  ¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƅƻŀǘΣ ŘǊŀǿƴ ōȅ ŀ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΦ   ¢ƘŜ tŀǊŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ 
ƛǎΦΦΦΦΦ! ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘΦ    L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƅƻŀǘ  

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀ мрл ƛƴ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǉǳƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ ŎŜƭŜπ
ōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ Η   ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ aŀƛƴ Iŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅ м ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅΦ  hǳǊ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘŀōƭŜǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎȅΦ   !ǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƴǝǉǳŜǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴǝǉǳŜǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎπ
ǝƻƴΗ   aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

!ǘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ  {ƘŜ ƛǎ YŀǊŜƴ aŀŎπ
bŜƛƭΦ  YŀǊŜƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǝƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
ƻŦ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ   {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƴƛƴŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ    YŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘπ
ƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳƴǝƭ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΣ нлмтΣ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǝƳŜ ǎƘŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜ-ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ 

!ǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘΣ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻǇŜƴΦ   L Řƻ ǳǊƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΦ    L ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ Η 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎ ƘƻƴƻǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 
/ƛǝȊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ нлмс ŦƻǊ /ƭŀǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ   ! ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǿŀǎ 
ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ .ƻŀǊŘǎΣ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ōǳǘ L 
ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ   L ŀƳ 
ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ Η 

wŜƎŀǊŘǎΣ 

.ƻō aŀƭƻƴŜΣ 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

tŀƎŜ мΣ tǊŜǎΦ .ƻō ƪŜŜǇǎ ǳǎ ǳǇ 

ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  ŎƻƳƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 

ƎƻƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 

tŀƎŜ нΣ {ƘŜǊ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƻȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜ ƛƴ 

²²мΦ 

tŀƎŜ рΣ aȅƴƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛǎπ

ǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ άIŀǊǾŜέ .Ǌƛǧƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ 

ƭƻŎŀƭ  ŀǎ άaǊΦ IȅŘǊƻέ 

tŀƎŜ уΣ  ²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ YŀǘƘȅ 

[ŜƎǊŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ  ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 

tŀƎŜ фΣCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘ IƻǇŜ 

DǳƛŘŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻŦ  ŀ ƘŀǊǊƻǿπ

ƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ 

Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ мфооΦ  

tŀƎŜ млΣ CƛƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ b±5I{ ŀƴŘ 

ŀ ǇŀǊǝƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜƳŜƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ммΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǳǎŜ 

tŀǊŀŘŜ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлǘƘΦ LŦ 

ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

{ƘŜƭƭȅ ŀǘ   ǎƧŀŎƪπ

ǎƻƴмнфнϪǊƻƎŜǊǎΦŎƻƳ 

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

/ŀƴŀŘŀ {ŜǎǉǳƛŎŜƴǘŜƴƴƛŀƭ /ŜƭŜπ

ōǊŀǝƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ WǳƴŜΦ όǎŜŜ tǊŜǎ 

.ƻōΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ

ƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

нлмт ŘǳŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ 

ǝƳŜΦ LƴŦƻ ƻƴ ōŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ  
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Local Men in the 136th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force,  WW1 

 

 

I 
n the early days of WW1, there were two regiments recruiting in the Newcastle/

Bowmanville/Port Hope area - the 136th Battalion, and the 235th Battalion.   Because we 

have the plaque for the 136th on the wall in the history room, I thought it only fitting that 

local folk should know a little something about ñour boysò who signed up for overseas  

duty. 

I call them our boys because thatôs just what most of them were - boys - barely young men. 

A search of the WW1 attestations online through the Library and Archives at Ottawa returns 68 of 

our fellows joined up with the 136th.  This includes men from the whole of the Township of 

Clarke, not just Newcastle. 

Some of them signed their attestations at Bowmanville, some at Port Hope, and believe it or not, 

some at Orono, where the Police Magistrate, Neil Colville,  was empowered to take attestations.  

He signed up 22 men: 11 in January of 1916, 6 in February of 1916, 3 in March of 1916 and 2 in 

May of that year.  You can see how enthusiasm for war petered out as the year wore on.  

For the most part, the men who signed up at Orono were not local men but were here working as labourers on local farms. 

George Keating from Lancashire, England was working at Pontypool; Ernest Lane from London, England was working at Bethany; 

Henry James Smith from London, England was working at Bethany; and Leslie Arthur Hamilton from Stratham, England was work-

ing at Kendal.  Henry Smith and George Keating were killed in action.  I donôt know if the other two men returned to Ontario after 

the war. 

Of the 68 men who attested with the 136th, seven did not return.  This article will feature those seven, with the information 

that is available through the Library and Archives database of WW1 soldiers, from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

database of those who gave their lives overseas, and from any newspaper articles that have been put online as a memorial to these 

men.  You, the reader, will of course, have much more information about them - their families, their neighbourhoods, etc. 

 

 

Lionel Douglas Bowen was born January 24th, 1895, the son of Henry and Katie Bowen of Oro-

no.  Lionel enlisted on January 20th, 1916 at Winnipeg where he was working at the time as a bookkeeper, 

and so he was the only one of the seven who did not sign-up with the 136th, instead, attesting with the 61st 

Battalion .  On April 1st, 1916, he sailed for England on the S.S. Olympic out of Halifax.   By September 

of that year Lionel was already in the field of action, and was wounded in the shoulder at the Somme on 

September 4th.  On September 29th he was admitted to  the Fulham Military Hospital at Hammersmith in 

England.  On October 16th he was transferred to the Canadian Convalescent Hospital at Kent for a medi-

cal opinion and on the 19th was  declared fit for duty and was sent to the Canadian Machine Gun Corps at 

Shorncliffe.   

During the first few months the of 1917 Lionel was raised to a Corporal without pay increase, then to a 

Corporal with a pay increase, then in September he was raised to a Sergeant with pay increase.  

From this point onward, it is difficult to follow his war records.  It seems he was given duty at a variety of 

hospitals in Britain between Shorncliffe and Seaford, but on May 18, 1918 ... ñhe left to join the Canadian Machine Gun Corps, 1st 

Battalionò ....  Where this Battalion was stationed is not mentioned. 

On October 1st, Lionel was wounded again and sent to hospital, where he died later that day. 

From the Commonwealth War Graves Commission records, we find that Lionel is buried at Queant Communal Cemetery, 

British Extension, Pas De Calais, France.       
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Eric Arthur Coulson was born at Newcastle, the son of Joseph and Annie Maud Coulson. On Feb-

ruary 5th, 1916, Eric went down to Port Hope and enlisted with the 136th.  He arrived in England on the 6th 

October, 1916, onboard the S.S. Corsican, after training here in Canada for eight months.  During his sea 

voyage, on October 1st, he was appointed Corporal.  He was stationed at West Sandling until October 6th 

when he was assigned to the 39th Battalion.  On November 1st he was appointed Lance Corporal.  On Janu-

ary 14th, 1917 he was sent to Shorncliffe, to the 6th Battalion.  It appears that it was with the 6th Battalion 

that Eric entered the war zone of Europe.  On February 7th he was transferred to the 21st Battalion and it 

was while serving with the 21st Battalion of Infantry that Eric was killed in action on August 15th, 1917.   

He was part of a machine gun crew, during the attack on Hill 70, and the entire machine gun crew were 

killed by a single artillery shell that landed in their midst.  He was buried in a nearby cemetery.  

When the war had ended and the Imperial War Graves Commission was consolidating the wartime burials 

into more organized cemeteries, his body could not be located.  Most likely the result of continuous 

shelling in the area causing the graves to be uprooted and destroyed.   As a result, Private Coulson is hon-

oured on the Canadian National Vimy Ridge Memorial.His death came during the Third Battle of Ypres, 

part of the larger Passchendaele, of which we have heard so much. 

Following the war the British War Medal, Victory Medal and Memorial Cross were sent to his mother, Mrs 

Annie Maud Coulson, Box 77, Newcastle, Ontario  

The Plaque (Dead Manôs Penny) and Scroll were sent to his father, Joseph Coulson, at the same address 

 

 

Frederick William Gibson was born at Newcastle, January 7th, 1894, son of David James and 

Mary Gibson.  He ñsigned upò at Port Hope on February 29th, 1916, and left for overseas duty from Halifax 

on September 25th of that year on board the S.S. Corsican, arriving in England on October 6th.   He was 

assigned to the 12th Canadian Machine Gun Company at the Sandling Depot on October 11th.  It appears, 

from his records, that he remained on duty in England until June 17th, 1917 when his unit was sent to Cam-

iers in France, a commune in the Pas-de-Calais.  On the day that Fred died of wounds, October 26, 1917, he 

was taking part in the second battle of Passchendaele.  From the website,   http://www.historyplace.com we 

find that.... 

October 26, 1917 - At Ypres, a second attempt is made but fails to capture the village of Pass-

chendaele, with Canadian troops participating this time.  

Fred died at the #44 Casualty Clearing Station near Rouen and he is buried at the Nine Elms British Cemetery, West Vlaan-

deren, Belgium.  Fredôs mom, Mary Gibson was sent the Memorial Medal. 

 

Percy Cecil Gomme was the son of Charles and Hannah Gomme of Newcastle. His attestation is 

somewhat fuzzy as he seems to have joined the 136th Battalion locally, and was awarded the rank of Lieu-

tenant.  However, on April 22, 1916, he gave up his rank, and joined the 80th Overseas Battalion, attesting 

at Belleville.   

Percy went overseas as a private, but worked his way back to Corporal, winning his stripes on the battle-

fields of France.  As Myno Van Dyke points out in an article in the Clarington This Week, October 29, 

2015, ... ñThe Second Battle of Passchendaele took place from October 26 to Nov. 10, 1917.  The Canadi-

ans were sent there to relieve the battered ANZAC forces and take part in the push to capture Passchen-

daeleò 

Shortly before his death he found out he was to be raised to Lieutenant. 
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On October 31st  (some reports say November 1st) , Percy, then aged 21 years, was killed in action, as the Canadians reached 

the outskirts of the town in a driving rainstorm.  

Percy is remembered on the Ypres Memorial at the Menin Gate in Belgium.  A stone was also raised at 

Bond Head Cemetery in his memory. 

 

Samuel Glanville was the son of Mr and Mrs S. George Glanville of Orono, and husband of Mary 

Ball Glanville.  Sam ñjoined upò with the 136th at Port Hope, January 5, 1916.  After a few months of train-

ing here in Canada, likely at Barriefield and Valcartier, Sam headed for Europe from the port of Halifax, 

26th September, 1916, arriving in Liverpool, October 6th aboard the S. S. Corsican.  He was sent immediate-

ly to W. Sandling Depot.  On November 15th he disembarked at LeHavre, France.  He sailed on the same 

ship as Eric Coulson, noted above. 

On November 21, 1916 he was transferred from the 136th Battalion to the 39th Battalion and later that day 

drafted to the 75th Battalion. 

On February 13th, Sam was entered into the 5th Canadian Field Hospital suffering from Bronchitis, where he was given light 

duty.  He had suffered Pleurisy at Valcartier prior to embarking for overseas duty.  Within a week or so he was back with his unit, 

likely by March 1st when he was considered ñmissing in actionò.  On March 5th he was entered in the company book as missing in 

action.  On March 17th, the entry was amended to read ñkilled in actionò.    On his grave registration, his date of death is March 1, 

1917. 

From an account of the Battle(s) around Vimy we find this information.... 

ñA large-scale trench raid on 13 February 1917, involving 900 men from the 4th Canadian Division, resulted in 150 casual-

ties.   An even more ambitious trench raid on 1 March 1917, once again by the 4th Canadian Division, failed and resulted in 637 

casualties including two battalion commanders and a number of company commanders killed.ò   Samuel Glanville was among those 

637 casualties that day. 

He is memorialized on the Vimy Memorial. 

A scroll and Samôs Memorial Cross were sent to his mother in 1922.  His wife Mary finally received his pension of $80.00 in 

1920. 

William Wallbridge Jose was the son of Stephen and Eleanor Jose of Newcastle.  Born Septem-

ber 4th, 1896, he was one of two sons, his brother Harry being two years younger. 

On the 14th of February, 1916, William signed up for overseas duty with the 136th Battalion at Orono, with 

Police Magistrate Neil Colville taking his attestation. 

For the next 8 months William, and others, likely trained at Valcartier, for they were temporarily attached 

to the 2nd Quebec Regiment. 

They sailed on the S.S. Corsican out of Halifax on 25th September, 1916, arriving at Liverpool October 6th, 

along with shipmates Eric Coulson and Samuel Glanville.  William was immediately transferred to the 39th 

Battalion at West Sandling. On November 14th, he was drafted to the 87th Battalion, also at West Sandling.  

By November 18th, the 87th was in France. 

William Walbridge Jose was killed in action March 18, 1917, during the battle leading up to the taking of 

Vimy Ridge by the Canadians.  He was a member of the 11th Brigade, wiring party, possibly wiring explosives for the campaign. 

W.W. Jose is buried in grave III.K.3 at Ecoivres Military Cemetery, Mont-St. Eloi, France. 

His ñpennyò and scroll were sent to his father, and his Memorial Cross was sent to his mother.  His war medals were dispatched No-

vember 24, 1920, and included the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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George Henry Noden was the son of Wesley and Eleanor Noden of Clarke P.O., now known 

as Newtonville.  He was born March 3rd, 1892 at Springville in Cavan Township. 

Because his service records have not been digitized by the Library and Archives, Ottawa, I cannot tell 

you much about him.  From an embarkation list we learn that he sailed on the S.S. Corsican, Sept. 26, 

1917 and arrived at Liverpool on Oct. 6, 1917 along with the rest of the 136th Battalion. 

From Georgeôs death information we find that the Commonwealth War Graves Commission has his 

death date as 4th July, 1917.  He served with the Canadian Field Artillery, 53rd Battery,  13th Brigade. 

George is listed as a Shoeing Smith in all available military records, following the blacksmithing 

trade of his father, his uncle, his brothers, and likely generations of Nodens before him.  If there were 

horses used in his Artillery unit, then his skills were needed and put to good use.  It is unlikely that, as 

a blacksmith he would have been a gunner. 

He is buried at Anzin in France, in the St. Aubin British Cemetery, grave # III..D.6 

 

 

Oscar George Sowden   was the son of William and Susan Sowden, the fifth of seven 

children.  On his attestation papers, Oscar said his birthdate was July 19th, 1897, however, the 

1911 census has recorded that it was July 1900.Oscar attested at Port Hope on 7th February, 

1916.  From an embarkation list we know he sailed for England, Sept. 26, 1917, and landed at 

Liverpool October 6th.  Like the other local men on that ship, he was likely transferred to the 

87th Battalion once arriving at West Sandling.  Because his service records have not yet been 

digitized, I canôt tell you any more about Oscarôs service, other than he was killed in action 24th 

April, 1917.  It is possible that he was wounded during the Battle for Vimy Ridge two weeks 

earlier and died later of his wounds.  He is buried at St. Venant Communal Cemetery, Pas de 

Calais, France.           

 

 

The information for these men is filed in the History Room - Military- WW1, along with a list of the other 60 men 

who enlisted with the 136th Battalion. 

There is a website, everymanremembered.org where you can commemorate your WW1 serviceman from any of 

the Commonwealth countries.  I believe there is a donation request with each listing to help keep the list alive as long as 

possible in order to commemorate these lost lives. 

There is also the Canadian Great War Project website: www.canadiangreatwarproject.com where you can also add 

to any of the information already gathered.  Both are worthwhile projects! 

Drop into the History Room to see what else we have that may be of interest to you.  Among the photos you will 

find one of the Community Hall with a large gun out on the lawn.  Was this to commemorate those local men who were 

assigned to a Machine Gun Company or an Artillery Company?  I wonder what ever happened to that big gun?  Does 

Myno have it downstairs in the storage room?  Drop into the Room and find out the answers to these questions and many 

others. 

 

Compiled and Submitted by Sher Leetooze 
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Harvey ÛMr. HydroÜ Britton 
By Myno Van Dyke  

 

H 
arvey S. Britton (known as Harve) was 

born in Newtonville in 1891. His par-

ents were Charles Sr. and Elizabeth 

(Cornish). Charles was a carpenter 

and Elizabeth had a bakeshop on the north side 

of Main St. in Newtonville. . In 1905, after finish-

ing grade school he worked for the Port Hope 

Telephone Company as a òlineman and trouble-

shooteró.   In 1911 he worked for the Midland 

Construction Company building power lines for 

the Seymour Light and Power Company.  Two 

years later he worked for Welland Public Utilities 

Commission building hydro lines there.  In 1915 

he arrived in Newcastle and took over the gro-

cery and bakery business that had been operat-

ed by his brother Charles and his wife Agnes 

(Smith) at the south east corner of Mill Street and 

King East (where Shopperõs is now). 

In 1918, he ran the store but also started another 

sideline reading meters, installing street lights 

and collecting bills for the local hydro system in 

Newcastle, which was then owned by the Hydro 

Electric Power Commission of Ontario (later be-

came Ontario Hydro).   In 1920, he married a 

Newtonville girl, Jean McKenzie, daughter of a 

doctor.  They lived in an apartment above the 

store. They had one son, Neil.    In 1922, Harve 

was first elected as Councillorin the Village of 

Newcastle  

Harve and Jean purchased the former òDr. Farn-

combõs house in February of 1947.  Interesting to 

note that this was one of the first houses in New-

castle to have electricity and a telephone.   

The house sits on the west side of Mill Street at 

Caroline Street.  Around 1856, this was where 

the Congregational Church of Canada was locat-

ed and it was shown being òvacantó at that time.  

In August of 1879, an advertisement appeared 

advising that the church and property was to be 

auctioned off.   On September, 5 th, 1879 Mr. Fred-

erick Farncomb purchased the church and lot for 

$600.  It was believed for many years that the 

church was moved down to Baldwin Street and 

converted to a private residence but this is not 

known for sure.   Ironically, this was the same 

week that Massey Manufacturing was loading up 

the last of their machinery and moving the whole 

operation to Toronto.  Probably there were some 

properties that were being sold at a low price 

that fall. The house was later owned by J.S 

(Scott) Montgomery who was the Bank Manager 

in Newcastle.  Around 1939, Montgomery reno-

vated the home adding a sun room and repainted 

the house from a rusty brown colour to white.  

Later, the home was sold and owned by Marion 

Allin who sold the house in 1947 to the Brittons.  

In 1927 and 1928, Harvey was elected as the 

Reeve for the Village.  In 1938, he managed the 

new Newcastle Hydro Electric Commission.  He 

did all of the maintenance work and new con-

struction as well as reading meters and bill col-

lecting.  He carried on the H.S. Britton store until 

1949.  Here he sold groceries and baked goods 

and by then he had added òElectrical Suppliesó to 

his store.     

In 1896, the first electric generating plant came 

from Wilmot Creek at òBelmontó, the fish hatch-

ery.  In 1911 this power system was taken over 

by Seymour Light and Power and in 1916 by Hy-

dro Electric Power Commission who ran it until 

1937, when it was taken over by Newcastle.  

 In 1949, he worked for the Hydro Commission 

full time and even had the hydro office in his 

home.  This was originally the dining room on the 

north side of the house.  Harve converted it into 

the office and people would come there to pay 

their bills or make inquiries.   

In 1956, Donald Lake was hired as a lineman and 

Bruce Whitney also worked part -time assisting 

with repairs and emergencies.  Harve was also 

President of the Port Hope Telephone Company, 
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ironically the company where he first started working 

as a 14 year old in 1905.  

Harve also was active in the Masonõs Lodge in New-

castle.  He volunteered at the Community Hall by     

operating the movie projector when films were shown 

in the main hall there on the weekends.   

 After his retirement, there was a large reception at 

the Community Hall, celebrating 60 years of faithful 

service to the Newcastle Public Utilities.   In 1970, 

Harve and Jean celebrated their 50 th Wedding Anni-

versary.   Harvey died at home on Tuesday, Septem-

ber 20, 1977.  He was in his 87 th year and is buried at 

Orono Cemetery.  His wife Jean, died on August 8 th, 

1985 and she is also buried at Orono.  

The home was sold to the Friedlander family.   Mrs. 

Friedlander was Pauline Storkõs (Deline) sister.  Even-

tually it was inherited by her son Dean Friedlander.  

Presently the home is owned by Joe Earle and his fam-

ily.  
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