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It seems like only yesterday that I penned the words to two,
previous President’s messages. The year has simply flown
by !
There is little new to report to you since my last
message in the Fall. We will, once again, be particiInside this issue:
pating in Clarington Heritage Week in 2015, scheduled for August 10 to
The First Settlers ...................... 2
17, 2015. It was held much earlier in 2014, however, bad weather adNotes By The Way .................. 3
versely affected attendance at the various events. While no one can guarLance Corporal Gomme ........ 8
antee the weather, it was thought that dates in August might be more
In Memorium ........................... 10
favourable. Over the course of the next few months, your Board of Directors will decide upon the nature of our participation in this widely
OOPS !
held and popular event. Last time, quite a number of agencies participated each
Seems like we made a
mistake in the previous
with its own, distinct programme.
newsletter. We told you
that Doedy Overend was
I love a parade, so for the second year in a row I was thrilled to participate in
94 years of age, but she is
the Newcastle Santa Claus parade, along with our float, Our participation helps
really only 90; just a
get name recognition for the Society and will, hopefully, prompt inquiries about
spring chicken.
membership.
Incidentally, while on the subject of membership, do please consider
mentioning to your relatives and friends living in Newcastle and surrounding areas to come join us - it’s the best bargain in town at $10 per
year for a single membership and $15 for a family, with the Newsletter
delivered electronically. For hard copy, delivered by mail or hand, add
$5 to each category of membership. Corporate memberships are available
as well at a fee of $25 per year !

Annual General
Meeting
January 20, 2015
7:00 pm
Historical Room





As I regularly do, I would remind you once again to drop by on a Tuesday or Saturday morning between 9.30 AM and Noon. We are located in
what we call the Historical Room on the ground floor of the Newcastle
Community Hall. You will meet some pretty nice people and enjoy our
growing collection of artefacts, books, and documents, all bearing upon
the rich history of Newcastle and environs.

Refreshments
Reports
Elections
Show and Tell

Bring your stories and artefacts for Show & Tell

On behalf of your Board of Directors, may I extend warm wishes for a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year !

Best regards,
Bob Malone,
President
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By L. A. M. Lovekin*
Originally published by the Ontario Historical
Society in 1929
The first settler in the township of Clarke, 1796,
was Mr. Richard Lovekin, a lawyer of Cork, who
left his property in Ireland, part of what had been
the domain of the Earls of Desmond, Kilcolman
Castle. This he acquired from William Hingston
whose family, or part, later settled in Canada
where they are well known to-day in professional,
political and ecclesiastical life. According to a
deed, now in the registry office at Cork, Mr. Richard Lovekin "of Grainge, Co. of Cork, at 3 o'clock
in the afternoon on the 15th of March, 1779", acquired the Kilcolman property on a nine hundred
and ninety nine year lease. The property was of
value and most interesting historically. Three thousand acres of it had been "bestowed" on the
"ruthless exterminator, but gentle poet", Spenser,
with results that were tragically retributive. It may
seem strange that the possessor should have so
soon left it. But sixteen years later he turned his
face westward leaving his newly
acquired
property, home and professional practice. But a
correspondent writing to him from Cork in 1801
tells him that "times were bad when you left here
yet they are ten times worse at present."
The continental wars and consequent burdens and
lack of supplies overshadowed the unfortunate
island and the cloud was made more dense by
internal dissension.
The late Mr. James Patrickson Lovekin told me that
his grandfather was both esteemed and respected,
but rebellion was afoot, the "spirit of '98" was in
the air and acts of violence committed. So Mr.
Lovekin, who was a loyalist like many of his
neighbours, determined to seek, if not the "milder
clime" envisioned by Tennyson, at least a land
which freemen tilled and in which "banded union"
could not carry on a system of persecuting innocent, helpless and unoffending families. Mr. Lovekin's son, who accompanied him, was also a lawyer by profession.
Closely connected with the family of Mr. Peter
Russell, President of Upper Canada after Simcoe,
the family had doubtless heard of the promising
prospects that lay before settlers in Canada. In the

year 1796, under Mr. Russell's sign manual, a patent
was issued granting Mr. Lovekin twelve hundred
acres of virgin soil and two hundred each to two of his
sons. These were selected in the township of Clarke,
west of the site of the present village of Newcastle and
east of that of the present town of Bowmanville. The
family have continued their occupation of the land to
the present day and a station on the Canadian Pacific
Railway has very appropriately been named after it.
The senior member of the family, Mr. Frederick Lovekin, J.P., now occupies the section of the property
known by the name of "Atlas" farm, named after the
ship in which the family made their voyage to this
continent on leaving Ireland. The "Pioneer Farm", the
original settlement, is in the possession of a feminine
member of the family and Kilcolman is owned by Reginald Lovekin. In passing it may be noted that from
the year 1801, when Mr. Richard Lovekin was appointed a magistrate, the senior member of the family
has always been a Justice of the Peace.
The story of their coming may be best told by Mr.
Richard Lovekin (the second) who wrote a letter, still
in existence, describing it some time after the settlement, and a photograph of which is before me. The
writer records the fact that "on September 20th, 1795,
we embarked, at Pasage, on board the "Atlas" of New
York, in all eight persons, namely, my father, mother,
and sisters Mary, Eliza and Sally; Hester Alcock, servant; my brother John and myself. The ship was bound
for New York but was first to go to St. Ubes in Portugal, for a load of salt. This, with uncommon bad
weather for nearly the whole of the passage to America was the cause of our not arriving in New York until April 8, 1796.
Cont’d. on Page 5
* Who was L.A.M. Lovekin
In 1929, the Ontario Historical
Society printed an extensive
article by L.A.M. Lovekin,
reprinted here.
It seems that L.A.M. Lovekin
was well acquainted with the
Lovekins of Clarke Township,
but there doesn’t seem to be
any family relationships.
It appears that L.A.M. Lovekin
may have lived in Ottawa as we Photo Courtesy of Archives of Canada
find articles that he wrote about that city on the internet.
At any rate we found this article and hope you will find2it
as interesting as we have.

The following text comes from the Port Hope Times,
February 26, 1879.
Reprinted courtesy of www.ontariogeneology.com
A few days ago business called us west-ward,
through the thriving township of Clarke.
Newcastle, like the famed Phoenix of the ancients,
we found had arisen from the ashes, resplendent
with brick and mortar instead of frame buildings
which formerly adorned its main street, and were
it not for the suffering and loss that would ensue,
one could wish the north side might be ravaged as
well by the all-powerful cleanser, fire,'
Messrs. Glendening, Allin, and Jacobs deserve
great praise for the promptitude they have displayed in re-building on the sites of their old
buildings so quickly. The latter has evidently an
idea that when these United Counties of Northumberland and Durham do divide, Newcastle may
want to provide suitable accommodation for judge
and jury. Mr. Glendening has also built a very fine
Hotel, suitable for all the travel that now, and, as
we believe in Port Hope, ever will fall to the lot of
the capital of the old frontier township of Clarke.
We think the residents of Durham show great
powers of recuperation. Port Hope, many years
ago, suffered from the ravaging monster fire, and
was soon rebuilt to far better advantage. Millbrook
was almost totally destroyed four years ago, but
now it has double the number of stores, all doing
well, as far as the prevailing depression in trade
will allow, and least, Newcastle has been re-built
by its enterprising inhabitants, and we hope they
may feel the same indirect benefits which have accrued to the other places stirring up the dormant
energies of the people.
At present, amateur theatricals seem to take up the
greater part of the time of the younger members of
society, and certainly we must say that it is seldom
amateurs attain to such perfection as the members
of the Newcastle Amateur Dramatic Society have
done; for amateurs to attempt Shakespearian plays
is certainly cheeky, but when such are not only
attempted but also well acted and put on the stage,
too great praise cannot be given. King John is
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considered, we believe, to be one of the most
difficult of Shakespeare's marvellous conceptions. Three scenes of this play were performed
on Thursday night last, Mr. Going taking the
part of King John, Mr. C. H. Wheeler that of Hubert, Mr. Charles Orchard as Arthur, and
Messrs, Jacobs and Barber as the Earls of
Pembroke and Salisbury. The acting of the
whole company was very good, Arthur's
pleading manner to Hubert in that touching
part where he entreats that his eyes might be
spared was natural and well done. Good acting
is indeed a treat
Going gave a fine recitation, Aytown's Death of
Montrose, and the zest with which he brought
out the words "That master fiend Argyle transported one into the company apparently of an
old '45 Jacobite”. This gentleman’s forte is evidently tragedy; he is a leading star in the Society. The old veteran musician, Professor Chalaupka, gave a rare treat on the violin, as a solo,
and also an accompaniment to Mr. and Miss
Monaghan. We hear the Professor thinks of
making Newcastle his future home; every one
must envy Newcastle having such a star.
Several other recitations and some songs were
given, and the famous Farce of “'Bobaatea Furioso."
Mr. C. H. Wheeler took the leading part in this,
as King Artaxominous. Mr. John Taylor as
Bombaatea; and Mr. D. MacNaughton as
Fusbos, and a young gentleman acting under
the nom de plume of Miss Roberts, as Distffica.
This weIl-known farce was ended almost
laughably, and Mr. Wheeler must be awarded
the palm of being the Newcastle low comedian.
His get-up was immense and he and his other
actors gained rounds of applause from the audience. The Music Hall, owned by Mr. Fothergill, has been nicely refitted for this season's
entertainments, and he has supplied some
beautiful scenery, painted by himself, better
than our own town can boast of; The Hall on
this occasion was crammed and to show the
popularity of its entertainments a better proof
could not be produced than the fact that some
of the leading families of Bowmanville tele3
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graphed to secure seats. The Society is well patronized at home, the different elders believing rightly
we think, that there is nothing better than counter
attractions to draw the youth of a town from these
seductions of the Billiard Table and the Saloon The
members of the Society are eager to appear before a
Port Hope audience and we hope that ere long they
will be billed for an entertainment in our town.
On Friday, we visited the little village of Newtonville and were glad to find that everything seemed
to be stirring. Some changes have taken place
amongst the leading storekeepers, Mr. J.G. Dickey
having retired from business and sold out to Mr.
James Lockhart, the popular Postmaster of the
place. This gentleman’s abilities need no comment
from us, for he has long ago proved his untiring
energy. New stores have been put up and we hope
that the coming year may prove more satisfactory
than the last. This place is not without it’s amusements they support a small but good Brass Band,
which frequently discourses pleasant strains to the
villagers. Tuesday next, the 4th March, the new
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church will be inducted,
and the members of the church are going to give a
Tea and Soiree, when several of the leading ministers of the neighbourhood will address the visitors.
We were sorry to learn that the Peat Co. have practically given up the idea of carrying on their enterprise for the present. It seems a thousand pities that
such a mine of wealth should remain unfruitful,
and we hope that at a future time the company will
be able and carry on the work.

Erla has been spending most of her time in the
Historical room organizing the filing cabinets. She
has installed new hanging folders with proper labels and reports that we now have 59 folders of
Newcastle Familys and probably as many folders
of
businesses that have called Newcastle home
over the years.
Anyone interested in any of these families or
businesses are welcome to visit the room any
Tuesday or Saturday morning to browse through
this collection (four filing cabinet drawers full).

A Memory
From Christmas
Past
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In the beginning of May 1797, we all landed in the
township of Clarke in Upper Canada, having had a
small clearing made previously. Our house was the
first permanent dwelling erected in the township.
There had been a small hut built before at the
creek* , next below us for the purpose of trading
with Indians. My father died in Clarke on the morning of January 1, 1798. In the summer of 1803 news
came of my brother Thomas's death in the East Indies. He was at the time a Lieutenant on board a 74
gun ship. My brother John left this place in October
of the same year for London to receive a legacy
which was left us by our brother Thomas" . . .
The letter continues with the consideration of
private matters. The brother, John, died on his
arrival in London. Hester Alcock proved a "true and
faithful servant" and her ashes rest in the family
cemetery within the bounds of the Kilcolman estate.
This is now noted as a great orchard of thousands of
fruit trees of various species; some, like their owners
being descendants of stocks brought from Ireland.
And many relics are cherished by the family. These
reflect the culture of the daughters referred to in the
letter quoted above. One is a very well executed
sketch of the ruined castle of Kilcolman and some
fragments of remarkably beautiful embroidery. A
pipe and punch ladle and other tangible reminders
of the family exodus are carefully preserved. There
is but one Kilcolman in Canada and this associated
with a private property, but in Ireland twenty town
lands and seven parishes bear the name. As to the
presence of those bearing the name of Lovekin in
Ireland there is some obscurity. A Shadowy claim
has been made for one of the invading army of
Strongbow. But though the name shows evident
signs of Norman origin, this is in no way made
good.
The family name is one of antiquity in England, in
the County of Surrey and some others, and evidently of Norman origin. Authorities on the subject of
"patronymic appellations" have alleged that it is the
French "loup," wolf, in combination with the Saxon
"kin". This is a questionable subject and there are
many variations in the spelling in old documents.
But the "authorities" referred to say that they all indicate the same family. I have half a dozen different
spellings in documents, at times indicating the same
person. For example, in the Hundred Rolls of the
thirteenth century the name is spelt Lovekin and
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also Louvekyn. And in the Writs of parliament, fourteenth century, Richard Lovekyn is inscribed. In the
household of Henry VIII there was a widow, Dame
Philipa Lufkyne, and in the privy Purse accounts of
the Princess Mary (1542) there is an entry, "Maistres
Luffkyn, to give in alms 1o s," and a similar entry in
the account book of 1543. Three years later an entry in
the Faculty Office Records indicates that a marriage
license was issued on behalf of the same lady and one
John Osborne. Some four centuries later James Magenis Lovekin, an officer successively of the First,
Eighth, and Twentieth Regiments of the Imperial Army, married, in India, a Miss Rosalie Osborne of the
same family. His son resides in the western provinces
of Canada.
"So runs the world away!" and the family has contributed to every walk in life, both in church and state.
One cleric, the Rev. Richard Lovekin, of Jesus Coll.,
Cambridge, was Rector of Ufford for fifty-seven
years, dying at the mature age of one hundred and
eleven years "having preached the Sunday before he
died." Another, the Rev. John Lovekin, inducted to
the Rectory of Colne Engayne, in 1768, held the Cure
for a long term of years to the commencement of the
nineteenth century. The "peaceful simple life" tends to
longevity and content but the first named did not enjoy this blessing, for during the Cromwellian
"sequestration" he was well nigh martyred and the
story of the defilement and desecration of his church,
as told by the "Commissioner" himself reads like a
description of the acts of the Huns in the late war, or
those described in the earlier verses of the seventyfourth Psalm. Only ignorance and ferocious fanaticism bred of religious bigotry could have prompted
such action. Edward Lovekin, a "citizen" of the sometime seat of capital of the Saxon kings, Kingston, Surrey, founded a chapel there and, in company with his
brother Robert, endowed it with property for the purpose of celebrating certain specific "Holy Rites." This
Edward is described in letters patent issued in the
reign of Edward III, as the father of the noted John
Lovekin who was four times Lord Mayor of London
and founder of the Church of St. Michael, Crooked
Lane, in which he was buried, with his first wife.
Some quaint rhymes on his tomb stated of his mayoralty, that he was twice elected by citizens and twice
by commandment of his good Lord the King, and,
further, "that such lovers of the commonwealth, too
few there be," further that on his death "his flesh to
5
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earth his soul to God went straight." He later augmented the Kingston chapel with a hospital and
school, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalene. The fabric of
St. Michael's survived until it met its end in the great
fire of London. The earlier foundations went into the
maw of Henry VIII and his favorites at the time religion was uprooted, schools destroyed and the means
of education obliterated by that modern Ahab. The
Lord Mayor was a leading light in his day. A "stock
fishmonger" he was evidently a man of affluence
judged by the standard of his period, for it is recorded
that in 1338 he contributed the large sum of £200 to
the loan of £20,000 granted by the City of London to
the King by the City for his expedition to France. His
"mansion," overlooking the River Thames near London Bridge, appears to have been an imposing edifice
and the great Hall of the Fishmongers' "Mystery,"
Guild or Livery occupies its site and some antiquarians assert contains a portion of the old residential
structure. It may be noted that Sir William Walworth,
the slaver of Jack Cade, was "servant" to this John
Lovekin, that is "apprentice," and rose to prominence
as a citizen. On the death of his "master" with great
presence of mind, and courage, he married Dame
Margaret, the widow.
How did it fall out that one of the family found his
way to Ireland and there to remain and found a distinct branch? Research leaves the problem in obscurity
but leads to the conclusion that to the Cromwellian
invasion of Ireland and that period we must look for
the "missing link." The relationship between the family, at the time numerous, now almost extinct, in Surrey and some of the eastern and northern counties in
England, and its representatives in Ireland, is not only
obscure but altogether missing. Careful research has
failed to find it. Yet tradition may justify an assumption which will bring into the arena that strange character and "mystery man" Colonel Robert Phair or
Phayer, some time Governor of Cork. It is known to
the family that at the time of the Great Rebellion some
one or more Lovekins became "rebels" and being in
some way connected with the Phairs it may reasonably be assumed that one of them was the Phair's
"Kentish Regiment" raised in 1649. How the Cromwell
forces were, settled or "planted," in Ireland, is a matter
of history of which perhaps the less said the better.
But the Phairs and the Lovekins were evidently in
close touch from the first. Some of the estates of Col.
Phair were at Grange on the east side of Cork Harbour. Richard Lovekin who leased part of the Kilcolman estates, is described in the thousand years lease

in 1774 as "of Grange". Phair was, at the outset, a very
violent republican and a man after Cromwell's own
heart. He was one of the three officers to whom the
warrant for the "execution" of Charles I was addressed. But, with that of another, Huncks, his name is
scratched out, both refusing the proferred "honour"
and, it is recorded, erased by themselves. The name in
the so-called "warrant" is spelt Phayr. As already said
he was a kind of "mystery man." He was more than
once in great danger and always in the end escaped
punishment. Presumably there was something behind
in the way of influence. He was a trusted agent of
Cromwell.
The late Hon. Asa Burnham (Senator) son of Sarah
Lovekin, the youngest of the "exiles" from Ireland, was
in possession of a letter alleged to have been written
by Cromwell to Col. Phair from Fethard, "in the verie
bowells of Tipperary," and evidently brought to Canada by Mr. Richard Lovekin and preserved as a precious heirloom. He described himself as "Your very
loving friend, O. Cromwell." Col. Phair was instructed
to "rid the town of Corke of suspicious characters and
ill affected persons as fast as you can and herein deal
with effect." The letter in Senator Burnham's possession was written in very finished writing and should
have been verified by reference to the handwriting of
Cromwell in documents extant in England. It is assumed that the widow of Mr. Richard Lovekin, Sr.,
who survived her husband some years, divided the
family "treasures" among her children and gave the
letter to her youngest daughter Sarah, Mr. Burnham's
mother. How it came into possession of the family is
not known but the close association of the Phairs and
Lovekins in Ireland is a self suggestive explanation. A
copy of the same letter it appears was in the possession of a Mrs. Tryon, of Stamford, England, for many
years as an hereditary possession. But the duplication
is easily accounted for. The turbulence prevailing, and
the dangers in travel and intercommunication, most
likely prompted Cromwell to send more than one
letter and probably by different routes. Both the Burnham and the Tryon M.S. were dated Feb. 9th 1649. The
Lovekin-Phair relationship is made closer later on.
Col. Phaire married, as his second wife, in 1658 Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Herbert, whose daughter married the Rev. John Patrickson, M.A., a Chanter
of Cloyne Cathedral, from which union descended
Margaret, who in 1757 was married to John Lovekin,
and Sarah to Richard Lovekin in 1767, the first settler
in Clarke. Richard Lovekin, grandson of the latter,
6 was
the first white child born in Clarke. In passing it may
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be noted that the Cromwellian theory is strengthened by the fact that some one of the family made an
appearance in what is now New England probably,
about that puritanical period.
The Public Records, Dublin, though seriously disturbed by the severe action made necessary by the
attempted armed rebellion a few years ago; contain
records of the Marriage Licence Board and Church
Registers in the dioceses of Cork, Ross and Cloyne.
They record many entries, concerning the family,
between the years 1686-1724. A Richard Lovekin of
the latter period marries a Parcis Dowe and in 1778 a
Parcis Lovekin marries Benjamin Barter. Earlier records indicate that some of the family appear to have
been mixed up with Cromwell's infamous dealings
with the Irish lands. The "Settlement" scheme does
not appear to have been a very great success either
socially or financially. The scene now changes once
more from the old to the new world for the Kilcolman branch of the family. The gloomy conditions
left behind disappear and rugged conditions take
their place, but in front lie the promise of peace,
plenty and hope. The seed then planted has, to-day,
grown to a very large tree. It is to be regretted that
owing to accidental circumstances the family records
subsequent to the year of settlement were accidentally destroyed. They were of much interest and historic value notably those bearing on the MackenziePapineau rebellion period. By a curious combination
of circumstances it happens that most of the modern
family history has been preserved in the United
States. The daughters of Mr. Richard Lovekin, Jr.,
named above, with the exception of "Sally" who
married Mr. Burnham, and so became the mother of
the late Senator Burnham of Cobourg, married men
from the U.S.A. Eliza married John Hartwell whose
granddaughter, Mrs. Isabella A. Towne of Grand
Rapids, Mich., is not an infrequent visitor to Canada.
A lady of high scholastic ability, she has devoted a
great deal of time and toil in delving into her family
history and with her heart thoroughly in her work,
she has made research which has been productive of
a mass of information of great value. More even than
that, within a year or two she has twice visited Ireland, England and Scotland and delved into almost
every accessible depository of records likely to add
to her accumulated wealth of knowledge of the subject so dear to her heart. I may here acknowledge the
obligation I am under to her for much of the matter I
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have collected. Ebenezer Hartwell, brother of the
above, married Mary the eldest of the daughters.
The early days of the settlement appears to have resembled others. There were the usual perils from Indians and flood and field. The family was one of culture
and substance and they had neighbours of a similar
class who settled shortly after or almost concurrently.
Dr. W.W. Baldwin, father of the statesman, took possession of his allotment but did not remain long. He
was one of the most prominent workers in early educational matters. The stream which runs into the lake
at the point of settlement is known to-day as
"Baldwin's Creek." It was at one time a favorite haunt
of the lake salmon. The story of the gradual "filling
up" of the district is an interesting one and the newcomers in very many cases were from the same locality as the pioneer settlers. In the new residence which
recalls the famous name of Desmond, many relics are
cherished by the family, among them a sepia drawing
of one of the daughters named above, of the ruins of
Kilcolman Castle, the Desmonds' stronghold; a punch
ladle; a pipe and other objects of interest. There have
always been many noted visitors to Kilcolman, among
whom may be mentioned the notorious Joseph Willcocks, for a time the bosom friend of Peter Russell, the
President of Upper Canada, Sheriff of the Home District and finally traitor, meeting his death fighting in
the ranks of the enemy at Fort Erie. The strange eccentricities of this enigmatic character have recently been
dealt with in a masterly manner by Dr. A. H. U.
Colquhoun, Deputy Minister of Education, in The Historical Review. Willcocks, it may be noted, obtained a
grant of land in the adjoining township of Hope. A
fragment from his unpublished diary possessed by Dr.
Wolverton of London is rather amusing.
"1800. Joseph Willcocks. Memorandum and Letter
Book commencing 12th Feb. Memorandum side of
Book. (Left Ireland December the first 1799 in the
ship<.)
Sunday 12th Oct. 1800<.."A letter came from Mr.
Willcocks from his son Charles mentioning his being
at Mr. Lufkin's, about 40 miles from this requesting
Cloaths to be sent to him, he sent them the next morning<.
Sunday 4th 1801. I spent the most of the day preparing
to go to Mr. Baldwin's.
Monday 5th. I sailed from York Bay in my own boat
with Dr. Baldwin and two men that I gave a passage
7
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and after a most pleasing voyage we reached Mr.
Baldwin's in the Evening. We left the Boat at anchor
with all the baggage on board, our victuals and
cloaths excepted.
Tuesday 6th. Got up twice in the night to see if the
boat was safe and in the morning early a very heavy
storm came and filled her with water, the things we
left in her all floated on shore. We got everything
safe but the doctor and I were recovering them frequently washed over with the waves. We got our
breakfast, walked about and had for dinner boiled
fowl, cold beef and potatoes. The sea continued to
run immensely high. We drank tea and husked
some Indian Corn in the evening.
Wednesday 7. The wind continuing extremely high,
after breakfast I went to thrash with the Dr. in the
Barn and after being there some we got to kill one of
Dr. Baldwin's Cows and we had for Dinner boiled
fowls and cold beef pye. After Dinner the doctor,
his brother and I went on a canoe to carry the Boat
into Dr. Baldwin's Creek and as we were waying
anchor the Dr. fell overboard into the lake and I into
the bottom of the Boat but soon got to rights again
and carried the boat safe into harbour. Mr.
(probably "Red." but not clear) Louffkin called to see
us and after he, Mr. Baldwin and I got drunk.
Thursday 6th . . . Mr. Baldwin the Dr. and I spent
the evening at Mr. J. Lovekin's. . . .
Wednesday 14 . . . I walked about the Land and saw
Mr. J. Lovekin."
The Canadian Kilcolman has also been visited by
some worthier and eminent, people, among them
Captain Marryat. His pleasing book "Settlers in Canada" contains as one of its "threads" the story of the
kidnapping of a white child by Indians. This he
heard from the then chatelaine of the house who
also supplied him with the Indian's "letter" written
in symbols on birch bark, to be seen in the volume.
In more recent times Mr. James Patrickson Lovekin
was visited by General Maclennon the "scientific
soldier" who is said to have, like Scharnhorst in
Prussia after Jena, "organized victory" for the Northern forces. General McCook, a cavalry officer was
with him. Confronted by the portraits of Generals
"Stonewall" Jackson and R. E. Lee, they must at once
have divined the sentiments of their host with reference to the controversy of North and South. Mr. J.
Patrickson Lovekin, J.P., was a great admirer of

both the Southern heroes. Both of the Northern
American officers, many will remember, were frequent summer visitors to Cobourg. Changes consequent on marriages and other causes for division
of the estate have necessarily arisen but more than
a century and a quarter after the first "residence"
was built the family are still flourishing within the
boundary of the first allotment - a perpetuation too
rare in Canada.

2015 is the beginning of a new year.
Don’t forget to pay your NV&DHS
membership dues.

Lance Corporal Percy Cecil
Gomme
Killed in action November 1, 1917
near Passchendaele.
By Charles Crowther & Myno Van Dyke
Percy was the youngest son of Charles and Hannah Gomme of Newcastle. They were married in
Bradford, York in 1874. Charles came over first
and later that year Hannah arrived with their five
children. The other five children were born here
in Newcastle.
The Gomme family first lived at the north end of
Beaver Street and later outside of the Village in the
home once owned by Isaac Selby (is this Selby’s
old farm south Newcastle?). Later they lived on
the north side of Edward Street between Mill St.
and Beaver Streets. (This home burned down a
few years ago and a new bunglow is there now.)
Percy Cecil, was born in Newcastle on March 5 th ,
1896 and records indicate he was with the 46th
Regiment of Durham in Petawawa in 1914. He began as a private but was promoted to Lieutenant
with 136th before resigning his commission to join
the Canadian Expeditionary Force.
8
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From the website “Soldiers of the 38th”
“Listed as a student, single, no current military service,
previously served in the 46th Regiment, Church of
England, height of 5 feet 6 inches, chest of 36 inches fully
expanded, fair complexion, brown eyes, light brown hair.
Joined the 80 Battalion in Belleville, April 21, 1916
(number 219017) taken on the strength of the 38 th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force (C.E.F.), in England
on July 18, 1916-struck off the strength of the 38th battalion in England on August 1, 1916-taken on the strength
of the 72nd Battalion CE, on August 12, 1916 - later promoted to Lance Corporal - killed in
action on November 1, 1917 near
Passchendaele – name inscribed on
the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial
Belgium.”
(Ref. www.38thbattalion.blogspot.ca)
Here is a description of the
Second Battle of Passchendael
which took place from October
26th to November 10th, 1917:
Early in October, the Canadians were
sent to relieve the battered ANZAC
forces and take part in the push to
capture Passchendaele. Canadian
commander
Lieutenant—General
Arthur Currie inspected the battlefield and was shocked at the conditions. He tried to avoid having his
men fight there but was overruled. As
at Vimy, the four divisions of the Canadian Corps would see action. However, the mud, flat terrain, and relative lack of preparation time and artillery support would make Passchendaele a far different battlefield than
the one the Canadians encountered at
Vimy Ridge.
Currie took the time to carefully prepare as much as
possible and on October 26, the Canadian offensive
began. Success was made possible due to acts of great
individual heroism to get past spots of heavy enemy
resistance. Advancing through the mud and enemy fire
was slow and there were heavy losses. Despite the
adversity, the Canadians reached the outskirts of Pass-

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter

chendaele by the end of a second attack on October 30
during a driving rainstorm.
On November 6, the Canadians and British launched
the assault to capture the ruined village of Passchendaele itself. In heavy fighting, the attack went according
to plan. The task of actually capturing the “infamous”
village fell to the “City of Winnipeg” 27th Battalion and
they took it that day. After weathering fierce enemy
counterattacks, the last phase of the battle saw the Canadians attack on November 10 and clear the
Germans from the eastern edge of
Passchendaele Ridge. Canadian
soldiers succeeded in the face of
almost unbelievable
challenges.
More than 4,000 Canadians died
in the Battle of Passchendaele
and almost 12,000 were wounded. Canada’s success there added
to our nation’s reputation as the
best offensive fighting force on
the Western Front. This status
meant that our military would
be at the forefront of the advance
that eventually won the war for
the Allies a year later.
The soldiers who participated in
this battle were among the more
than 650,000 Canadians who
served in uniform during the
First World War. The sacrifices
and achievements of those who
gave so much in the effort to
restore peace and freedom are
not forgotten.
(Ref. http://www.veterans.gc.ca)
Our member Charles Crowther’s grandmother was
Ada Gomme (Percy’s sister) who married Walter
Crowther at St. George’s Anglican Church in 1901.
Percy’s remains are buried at the Menin Gate in Belgium. There is a gravestone honouring his life at
Bond Head Cemetery.
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle,
who generously supply the room with complimentary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.
We are also grateful to Swan Signs for their support.

In Memoriam
It is with much sadness that we report the passing of Dorothy
Brown. Dorothy has been a staunch supporter of this society for
as long as it has been in operation.
Just about the time we came into existence, Dorothy retired
from her job and was looking for a place to move to. She chose
Newcastle because of her childhood memories of spending holidays with her grandparents, the Hunters, and because of her
family connections to the Coulsons, so it was no surprise that
one of the first connections she made was to join the Newcastle Village & District Historical Society.
Over the years Dorothy has held many of the offices in this organization and, because of her
background in business, has more than once steered us in the right direction. She made
many donations of books, artifacts and time; all of which helped to make us as viable as we
are. Over the years and up until recently she wrote articles for this newsletter.
In 2009 Dorothy was awarded a life membership in Newcastle Village & District Historical
Society and it was a highlight in her life. She was very proud of the plaque and displayed it
in her home where everyone could see it.

NV&DHS is open in the Newcastle Community Hall every
Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NV&DHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com
or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society:
20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7
To reach NV&DHS Secretary, Myno Van Dyke,
call (905) 987-5482, or e-mail at myno@sympatico.ca.
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