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President’s Message
Fall is upon us, with all its beauty - and, often, rain !
As in many organizations, summertime can be typically inactive, except at your Society. Marion, a world class volunteer, has never missed a Board meetInside this issue:
ing, contributing, as she does, with depth and wisdom. Erla, organizing
our filing system, sorely out of shape. You can now, following her inThe Milkman........................................ 2
dex, actually find what you are looking for. And, she is not finished yet!
The Medicine Men…………………3
David Saunders, our Treasurer, fussing over the books which, thanks
Newcastle Hydro ............................... 4
to Erla, our former Treasurer, and to David are in great shape, despite the dearth of funds! Such is the unfortunate plight of most historNewcastle WW2 Casualties ........... 5
ical societies across the country. Myno, our resident dynamo, along
Canon Brent ........................................ 6
with the
Curators Committee, review all letters, documents, phoNewcastle Ladies Ball Teams .......... 8
tos, and so on, to determine whether they have a place in our historical record of Newcastle and environs. This is but one of Myno’s tasks;
Recent Visitors…………………….9
you can detect his hand in most of what we do.
And so it goes, to mention but a few of our Board members. The rest
of us labour on in our own way or on assignments towards the end of
ever improving your Society. Soon, I expect we will be planning to
participate in the Santa Clause parade (my feet are still cold from
walking with our float in the parade last year)!

General Meeting
Tuesday November
4th, 7pm in the centennial room at
The Newcastle community hall
Free to the public
Sher leetoose will
Present world
war1 nurses.
See back page for
more information
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For me, I spent time visiting corporations and businesses located in
Newcastle, appealing to them to join the Society as corporate/business
members. To date, the project has been eminently successful: eight
businesses are now corporate members, paid up ‘til the end of 2015.
Only one potential member declined due to changing business imperatives. All of our new members seek nothing from the Society and have
joined us in the spirit of contributing to the cultural well-being of the community!
We will plan to recognize their names in a future Newsletter.
I also have been appointed by Municipal Council to serve as your Society’s member
on the Clarington Historical Committee. Marion graciously agreed to serve as alternate, also approved by Municipal Council. I believe we can make a meaningful contribution to this important Committee. As events unfold at this level of historical interest and activity, I will report to you in future Messages.
So, there it is. As in the last Newsletter, I urge you to drop in any Tuesday or
Saturday between 9.30AM and Noon; meet some fine people and enjoy your
Historical Room on the ground floor of the Newcastle Community Hall.
Best regards,
Bob Malone,
President,

Albert Pearce; The Milkman
By Myno Van Dyke
Albert William Pearce
was born on Silver
Creek
Farm
in
Newcastle on July 1,
1913.
His parents,
Henry Rupert Pearce
and
Minnie
Pearl
(Rickard) had a small
dairy operation there.
When Albert was just
12 years old, he was
delivering milk to
homes in Bond Head
in a horse and cart.
Albert’s first customer was Dr. Walton-Ball and soon
other summer cottage residents were requesting
milk delivery.
After high school, Albert worked on the farm and
continued to deliver milk.
In 1934, Mitch Hepburn’s government brought in a
law that required that all milk be pasteurized, so the
Pearce’s sold their dairy business to Reg LeGresley,
who owned Newcastle Dairy. Albert continued to
work there, seven days a week, eight to ten hours a
day, delivering milk.
When the dairy was taken over by Glen Rae Dairy
from Bowmanville, he worked there too. Eventually,
they, too, were taken over, by Beatrice Foods.
Around 1963, the Pearce family farm was sold and
Albert and Myrtle built a new bungalow on a lot
severed off from the property. Albert retired from
the dairy business in 1978 and a large party honouring him was held at the Newcastle Community Hall.
He had been their “milkman” for 52 years. They
gave him a watch and a “purse full of money”.
Albert was a life-long member of Newcastle United
Church and served on many boards. Albert and
Myrtle started the Couples Club. They both loved
to square dance. Albert was involved in setting up
the bowling alley at the Newcastle Community Hall
and started bowling there in 1959. He was a founding member of the Newcastle Seniors and after he
moved to Parkview in 1996, he organized card
parties there on Wednesday afternoons. Myrtle
passed away in 1995; they were married for 51 years.

Albert died January 28, 2000. He left four children;
sons Larry, Ric, and Wayne and daughter Elizabeth
(Walton). He was a highly
respected
man
who

"Newcastle"
A little Village near the Lake,
Whose breezes health and pleasure make,
Embowered with trees, and verdant lawns,
Attractive hold the passer-by,
When through its streets he means to fly.
"What place is this?" the question comes,
From passing motor as it runs,
"Go slow, we sure must stop to see,
A Village placed so pleasingly,
Surroundings rich in rural fashion."
Here the Grand Trunk has a Station,
With double track both East and West,
J. P. the Agent can tell the rest.
Likewise the C.P.R. did make,
A stopping-place, for beauty's sake.
The Kingston Road, as motors pass,
Serves to enliven, but alas!
Dust and noise rise out of keeping,
With peaceful Village Life asleeping.
The Harbour's gone, where coal and grain,
In and out were shipped for gain.
Now there in Summer, in house and cot,
You will find a happy lot,
Breathing ozone from the water,
Boating, bathing, joined with laughter.
But take it as it stands to-day,
I venture with confidence to say,
A happier spot cannot be found,
Than Newcastle, Village neat and clean,
As pleasant a place as ever was seen.
Written by Mr. Samuel Alcom, Sept. 20, 1919; first local
Manager of The Standard Bank, now the Canadian Bank
of Commerce, in the Village of Newcastle.
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Northrop and Lyman- The Medicine Men
Henry Stephen Northrop and John Lyman started
the Northrop Lyman Patent Medicine Company in
Newcastle, Ontario. They were one of the first
large patent medicine dealers in Canada.
In 1854, Northrop moved to Newcastle and started
Tuttle Moses and Northrop, a retail drug store at
92 King Ave. West (where Mac’s Milk is now).
Northrop had been a travelling salesman for Tuttle
and Moses in Auburn, New York. Around 1859,
one of Northrop’s colleagues, John Lyman, another
travelling salesman from Auburn, joined Northrop
in the business. Lyman bought out Tuttle and Moses
and the company was now called Northrop and
Lyman.
Henry Northrop and John Lyman were not trained
pharmacists but they did have a licensed pharmacist
working with them.
In 1861, John Lyman lived with the Northrop family
on Mill St. S. They had a “factory” with as many as
five employees where they made up various
potions. The large brick building, where they
apparently mixed up their potions, is still behind the
same home at 261 Mill St. South. In the 1870’s,
they sold a variety of brands by the Ayer’s company
including Sasparilla, Hair Vigor, Cherry Pectoral and
Ague Care. As well, they had their own brands such
as Canadian Pain Destroyer and Canadian Hair Dye.
Later they also had their own insect repellant called
Skeeter Skatter.
Until 1908, there were essentially no controls over
what was in the bottles and pharmacists were often
unable to advise customers on what the contents
were. Many had so much alcohol in them that some
patent medicines were substituted for beverages.
One of their best selling items was Dr. Thomas Eclectric Oil. Apparently Northrop and Lyman sold
several million bottles of this potion. It contained
spirits of turpentine, camphor, oil, tar and fish oil.
In 1874, the business had grown so much that they
had to re-locate to Toronto. Today a Toronto
Northrop Lyman bottle sells for $10 to $20 but the
Newcastle C.W. ones
are very rare and sell for
much more.
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Newcastle Hydro
By Myno Van Dyke
In 1896, Samuel Wilmot installed an electric generating plant on his property (near the fish hatchery),
one mile west of Newcastle, north of Hwy 2. Later, he received a “franchise” from the Village of
Newcastle Council and erected power lines there.
Initially, there were 12 street lights and 80
“domestic” hydro connections to houses and
businesses. The street lights were “32 candlepower” and were provided for $1.00 per light per year.
The house connections were on a flat rate of 40
cents per month for each outlet. Electricity was
only provided from dusk until midnight.

In January, 1974, the Village of Newcastle became
part of the Town of Newcastle in the Region of
Durham and they took over the electrical system.
(ref. article from Canadian Statesman- info prepared by
William Kenefick & George Jamieson)

Samuel Wilmot

The power lines were constructed by Herb
Hennings, Wesley Branton and William Farnell.
The power plant at the creek was installed by a
Toronto firm. When the system was completed in
September 1896, Herb Hennings became Manager.
This was the first time that electricity was available
in Newcastle. That same year, Samuel Wilmot’s
home burned down and a new one is built the
following year.
In April 1899, William Kenefick, his fish hatchery
manager, was made manager of the electrical
system. In July of that year, Samuel Wilmot passed
away. His son-in-law, Duncan. J. Galbraith, became
the owner of the system and he operated it until
1911. During this time the flat rate was done away
with and a new meter system was started.

Harv Britton

Then it was taken over by the Seymour Light and
Power Company. Seymour Co. carried on until
1916 when the Hydro Electric Power Commission
of Ontario took over the system. The Seymour Co.
improved service to 24 hours, seven days a week. It
is believed that they had an office at the brick
building located at 14 North St. Newcastle.
In January 1937, the Village of Newcastle purchased
the system after the “ratepayers” voted by an
overwhelming majority to purchase and operate it.
In 1937 and 1938, it was maintained by the
Bowmanville Public Utilities until it was entirely run
by the Newcastle Hydro Electric Commission.
George Jamieson, E. Rich and Cecil Carveth were
the Commissioners. Harv Britton was the Secretary
Treasurer and General Manager and held that position for many years.
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Newcastle Residents Killed in Action in WW2
By Myno Van Dyke
Glen Wesley BROOKS
Gunner J88793

Pilot Officer/ Air

From Newcastle, Ontario. Killed in action October
7, 1944 at age 21. He was born on December 21,
1922 in Darlington Twp. and was married to Dora
M. Martin (from Clarke Twp.) on April 24, 1943.
Dora was the daughter of James P. Martin and
Laural McMillan. Dora Martin died in Bowmanville
June 10, 2001.
Glen Brooks served with the #426 Thunderbird
Squadron. His Halifax aircraft # NP 789, was shot
down by flak during a night operation to Dortmund,
Germany. P/O J.T. Short was also killed. One of
the crew, not Canadian, was missing and believed
killed. Three Canadians, F/L Scott, F/O Ames, and
P/O Mack were taken Prisoners of War. One other
Canadian, P/O Livingstone, was either an Evader or
was taken Prisoner of War. Pilot Officer Air
Gunner Brooks is buried in the Reichswald Forest
War Cemetery, Kieve, Germany

Murray Anderson BUTLER,
Navigator #42103

Glen Wesley Brooks

Pilot Officer /

From Newcastle, Ontario. Killed in Action June 21,
1940 at age 27. He was born on July 24, 1913; the
son of Floyd Allison Butler (1882-1936) and Isabelle
Mignonette “Nettie” Butler (Parker) (1888-1989) of
Newcastle.
He served with the 42 Squadron. His Beaufort 1
L9810 aircraft was lost in the North Sea, near
Bergen, Norway during a torpedo attack. against
the German Battleship “The Schamhorst”. His body
was found washed up on shore at Madshol Beach
two months later. After he was identified, he was
buried at Hjaremalkil Churchyard in Denmark. Also killed were the Pilot, William Barrie-Smith, Air
Gunner, Sgt. William John Bates and Radar Operator Sgt. Frederick Dale. The other three were all
from England and are buried there.

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter

5

Where Was the First Anglican Rectory
By Ron Locke

Obituaries can contain some very interesting information
On November 14th 1935 we find in The Canadian
Statesman the obituary of Elizabeth Wilmot.
Some readers may remember an article we ran in
Newsletter Issue # 101 spring 2010 Entitled Aunt
Lizzy reminisces. Well in the Statesman Nov.
1935 we find her obituary, possibly written by
her sister Margaret.
We know that her father Allan Wilmot passed
away about 1893, so the farm was sold to Sam
Rickard. This would have been about the time
that Elizabeth and Margaret moved into Newcastle and as far as we can tell always lived on Mill
St.
The fact that Elizabeth was baptized in the
church adjacent to the farm where she was born
reinforces the fact that there was a church there
and gives us a clue to the fact that there was also
a rectory close to the church. It also reinforces
the dates that the church existed. We know that
Rev. Henry Brent was the incumbent during
some of this time and it has been said that some
of his children were born at this rectory.
The fact that Elizabeth was present at the laying
of the corner stone at St Georges Newcastle also
reinforces the fact that there is a corner stone,
which must have been covered up by renovation
work as it is not visible today. Nor has this writer
been able to find any photos of it. It also notes
the date of the 75th anniversary celebrations. So
now we can check the Statesman for further
Information which follows: from the Canadian
Statesman June 30th 1932. “This year 1932 is also
the centenary of the opening up of Church of England services in this locality for it is a matter of
history that in 1832 Rev. Adam Elliot held services
in Clarke Township and continued his ministrations apparently until 1835. Followed by Rev. C. T.
Wade in 1836-7.”

Continued on next page
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More evidence of a rectory near St. Georges
Cemetery is found in the 1860 Township of
Clarke census where we find Rev. Brent, his
wife Sophia and daughter, Edith as well as John
Robbins 21 and Jane Heard apparently living
next door to Allan Wilmot’s family.
This census also tells us that the Brent family
lived in a two story brick house. This is interesting, because a picture of a brick house hangs on
the wall of the Parish Hall at St. Georges with
the caption “First Rectory”. No one has been
able to say just where this house was, but this
makes a pretty good case for it.
In a brief history of the parish published June
30, 1932 for the 75th anniversary of the laying
of the corner stone for the present church we
find that the building of the rectory was to be a
combined effort of Clarke, Darlington and
Bowmanville but Darlington and Bowmanville
pulled out which made a rectory on the far
western side of Clarke Township impracticable.
Rev. Brent became the first incumbent of the
parish in 1854 and it is believed that he and his
family occupied the rectory at the cemetery until at least 1862 when his “to become” famous
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Scenes from the Past
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Recent Visitors to The Room
By Ron Locke

The last few weeks have been very busy on Tuesday and Saturday mornings with interesting people visiting.
The first person that stands out was Ruth (Ogden)
Waite from Oshawa who brought us some very
interesting photos of Crooked Creek School with
students in the 1920s as well as William Cowan
1866-1959 with his family and Spencer and Rachel
Burley.
Next person was (Doedy) Dorothea Overend from
Bolton. Doedy Says she started coming to Bond
Head when she was 2 years old (she is 94 now).
Her family rented a cottage at the Glenn for some
years and various cottages that she remembers well
that would stay from mid-June until early September. Doedy has many clear memories of her summers in Bond Head which lasted until she was about
twenty. In early September this year she rented a
cottage and came back to re-live some old memories. While she was here Erla Jose and Linda
McGregor were able to make a video of her reminiscing old times, which we now have in our archives as well as many photos that we were able to
scan from her album. One very interesting photo
from her album is a picture of the ice cream stand
which she remembers well as being where the parkette is today.
The third person to visit was a member of our society, Mary Medhurst from England. Some local people may remember her as she spent her formative
years right here in Newcastle as Mary Pluister.
Mary is of Dutch descent and while she was here in
the Historical room she met Myno VanDyke for the
first time and discovered that they had arrived in
Canada on the same ship on the same date with
their respective families. She also met Sierd DeJong
for the first time. Sierd had a book about Dutch immigration to Canada and discovered a photo in the
book of the ship that her family had arrived on.
Since she has arrived home in England she has found
this book on line and ordered a copy for herself.
Eighty-seven people signed the visitor’s book on
Oct 4th during the Fall Festival.
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand .................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ........................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand .................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle,
who generously supply the room with complementary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.
We are also grateful to Swan Signs for their support.
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.

Presentation by Sher Leetoose November 4th at 7pm in the Centennial Room
The writing of WWl Nursing Sisters of Old Durham County was inspired by the centennial of the
beginning of the First World War which began in August, 1914. No one wants to think about war,
but it is inevitable if we are to keep the memory of those who served, and to honour their commitment to a peaceful future. So, author Sher Leetooze looked around for a suitable portion of
the war experience to write about that touched the lives of the people of Old Durham County in
central Ontario.
It wasn't just nursing sisters who served during the conflict. Women at home also served by
raising funds that went directly to soldiers overseas, perhaps not in their pockets, but these
funds purchased a few comforts of home for them while they served in the tranches or recuperated in hospital. The women also knit good warm socks for the soldiers too, and baked them
cookies and sent them cigarettes and chocolates!
This book focuses on the stories of the thirty two nurses from Durham County who served their
country during the First World War.

NV&DHS is open in the Newcastle Community Hall every
Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NV&DHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com
or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society:
20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7
To reach NV&DHS Secretary, Myno Van Dyke,
call (905) 987-5482, or e-mail at myno@sympatico.ca
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