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President’s Message

Inside this issue:

When you read this issue of the Society’s newsletter, we will be enjoying early
summer. We will also be in to the sixth month of my term as your President and
no one could be more grateful for, or honoured by, the opportunity you have
afforded me. Little did I realize that, in the short time since my wife, Rosemary,
and I arrived in Newcastle on October 30, 2010, that I would have this unique
challenge of leading such a dedicated group of people; your
Directors. More about the Directors later.
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NVDHS is looking for a member to
volunteer to sit on the Clarington
Heritage Committee.
For more information contact Bob
Malone at robertmalone@hotmail.ca.
*************************************

Rosemary and I have always had an abiding love of history. In the
last city I served, I chaired a Historic Home Committee. That
home served as the one-time residence of Mazo de la Roche, a
tenant and friend of the owner-family. It was there that she
penned a number of her books, including, it’s believed, The
Whiteoaks of Jalna!
Things historic are part of us; our last house was built in 1875
and we restored it. Here, the house we bought on Mill Street
South was built in 1882 or, perhaps, earlier. We have restored it
as well. And we are not alone. I continue to be taken by the
number of houses in Newcastle of this vintage; a great number of
them sensitively restored.

About your Society itself: while we do possess a few artifacts in
the Society’s Historic Room in the outstanding Community Hall,
we are not a museum. Instead, we are a source of historic backTuesday, Nov. 4th- 7pm- "World War
One Nurses" by Sher Leetooze
ground (documents, letters, newspapers and clippings, photos,
etc.). These illuminate life in the Village and environs as far back
More information to follow
as the late 1700s when the first settlers set foot in Bond Head,
now an important part of Newcastle. As a relative neophyte, I
spend much time poring over our files and soaking up elements of our history. No history exams, please!
The setting for this activity is our beautiful Historic Room, open to you and the public at large every Tuesday and Saturday morning from 9:30 am to noon. Do drop in and visit; it’s yours to enjoy.
Notice of General Meeting

Earlier, I mentioned your Directors. I could not
serve effectively as your President without the
wholehearted support of the Board of Directors,
unswervingly given. Like me, they share a passion
for the Society and its importance to the community. As vacancies occur on the Board, do not hesitate to apply. A simple backgrounder is sufficient.
Currently, there is one vacancy on the Board.
I will keep in touch, through this newsletter, about
specific projects and activities of the Society.
Respectfully,
Bob Malone,
President, NV&DHS
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Dr. Butler
By Myno Van Dyke
2014 marks the 100th
anniversary of the Newcastle Horticultural Society. This hard working group has been making Newcastle a beautiful community since
1904. The first President
of the Horticultural
Society was Dr. John
Ainslie Butler.
Dr. Butler

Dr. Butler was born and raised in Oakwood,
Ontario. In 1903, his father, Richard, saw an advertisement for a large house on King Ave. E. in
Newcastle. He purchased the former home of
J.K. Allin, the bank manager at the Standard
Bank in Newcastle. This was the first house in
Newcastle with running water. The home later
became the Elmhurst Hotel and today is part of
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church.
That same year, Dr. Butler opened his medical
practice in Newcastle. He purchased the practice of the
late Dr. Oliver and set up a small office on the north side
of King Ave. just a few doors east of Mill Street. Today,
this is now part of the Sears store that is owned by Robert and Lorraine Forget. They have a little section of the
store that honours Dr. Butler.

In 1922, Dr. Butler was the Chair of the Building
Committee for the new Community Hall which was
completed the following year. Also in 1923, he became
the first Chair of the Library Board. The library was
located in the new Community Hall (where the Historical Society is today). In 1923, he delved into local
politics and was elected as Reeve of the Village. He
kept that position until 1925.
On Sunday, December 3, 1925, the Presbyterians
officially joined the Methodists to form the United
Church in Newcastle. This
was not an easy transition
for the Presbyterians who
closed
their
church.
According to Marion Farr,
the author of the book
“From Saddlebags to Seventy-Five”, many wondered
if Presbyterians would
show up for their first
church service with the
Dr. Butler Office
former Methodists. Just as
the service was about to begin, “then almost audibly, a sign
of relief breathed through the church as down the centre
aisle, head high, cheeks bright, chin determined, with a firm
tread, walked Mrs. J.A. Butler. Behind her came the doctor.
They were the staunchest of Presbyterians, as energetic in
their church as in their community. The union was complete, its success assured.”
Dr. Butler’s wife, Ida Christine (Edmunds), passed away
in 1941. They had no children.
He retired from
medicine in 1948 due to poor health and passed away
at Bowmanville Hospital in 1960. His pall bearers were
Harry Jose, George Graham, Frank Hoar, Percy Hare,
H. Gibson and Lloyd Stephenson. Dr. Butler and his
wife Ida are buried at Bond Head Cemetery.

Dr. Butler’s House

Within a year of his arrival, he became immediately
involved in the life of the Village of Newcastle. Along
with being President of the Horticultural Society, he
joined the Lion’s Club and became active in the Durham
Lodge as well as in his church. The Butler family was one
of the first in the village to purchase a new car. It was a
1908 McLaughlin Buick.
Dr. Butler’s 1908 McLaughlin Buick
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Bishop Brent
By Myno Van Dyke
One of the first people to lead the fight to eradicate
drug traffickers and control drug abuse was born
near Newcastle, Ontario. He was neither a police
officer or a politician but a quiet, soft spoken
Episcopal Bishop.
Charles Henry Brent was born on April 9, 1862. He
was one of ten children born to Rev. Canon Henry
Brent and his wife Sofia. Rev. Canon Brent was the
Rector at St. George’s Anglican Church on Mill St.
South for forty-two years.
After Primary School, Charles went to Trinity
College in Port Hope and then on to the University
of Toronto. He became a Priest in 1887 and first
went to Buffalo N.Y. and later to Boston, becoming
an American citizen in 1891.
In 1901, the Philippines was acquired by the U.S. and
Brent was appointed to serve as Missionary Bishop
there. He found a huge opium addiction problem and
soon became a strong advocate of drug control.

During an interview in
1991, Canon Bonathan,
another
Newcastle
native who attended
Trinity College and
entered the priesthood,
remembered a visit of
Bishop Brent to Trinity
College in the 1920s.
Students were invited
to have coffee with him
and he declared that all Newcastle boys could call him
“Charlie”.
On March 27, 1979, a Provincial Heritage plaque honoring
Brent on the 50th anniversary of his death was placed at
St. George’s Anglican Church on Mill St. S. On August 9 th,
2014 at 11 a.m., St. George’s will have a special celebration
honoring the 103rd anniversary of his death.

In 1909, he was appointed as President of the 1 st
International Opium Commission at Shanghai. In 1911
-12, he presided over the Opium Conference in The
Hague. During this time, he continually promoted
international co-operation to eradicate drug abuse.
He was also the founder of Brent International
School, a private school in the Philippines. During
WW1 he served in France as the
Senior Chaplain for the U.S. Forces.
After the war, Brent returned to
the United States as the Bishop of
Western New York. In 1926, he
was Bishop in Charge of American Episcopal Churches in Europe. In 1927, he was featured
on the cover of “Time Magazine”
for his exceptional work to
promote world-wide Christian
unity as founder of the World
Council of Churches. He died in
Lausanne, Switzerland on March
27, 1929 at the age of 67. Bishop
Brent was a prolific writer, publishing over 20 books in his lifetime.
Despite the honours and achievements of his lifetime, Bishop
Brent was an approachable Priest.
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The Crowther Family of Newcastle
A memoire By Charles Crowther

Charles Crowther

I am writing this article more
for my daughters and grandchildren, as a glimpse into their
past history. They will recognize the importance more as
they get older; at least I did, but
just in the last few years.

My Grandfather, Walter
Crowther, aged 17, came over on the SS Sardinian on
May 1, 1893. He was accompanied by a Robert
Crowther, age 23, about whom I can find no information .
Walter worked on the Henry farm east of town , owned
by George Stephenson at that time. He also worked on
the Holmes farm (the great grandfather of Don Holmes.)
I am given to understand the farms were close together
so that might be the reason for working on both farms.
From 1913 until his retirement in 1939, Walter worked
for the C.P.R. One co-worker was Dave Shaw, Ruby
Brunt’s father.
On December 16, 1901, Walter married Ada Gomme at
St. Georges Anglican Church. Her family (Charles and
Hannah Gomme), lived just east of the church on Edward Street (on a laneway east of Edward and Beaver

The Charles House; east of Mill St. on Edward

Laytons.
Grandma and I had a special relationship that I recognized even as a young boy and am sure I spent more
time at grandmas than at our own side of the shared
home. We would play cards and dominoes (never on
a Sunday) and grandpa would sit over in the corner
smoking his pipe and telling on me if I reneged (didn’t
play a certain suit when I was supposed to). Grandma
took me in my red wagon and away we would go and
visit Dave Shaw’s, across from the Roman Catholic
Church on King, Frank Brantons on Church Street
and

Matty Brown’s, south of the present 401, among others, but those are the ones that stick out in my mind.
Hanne Gomme on Edward St. now Spencer’s Newer Home

across from Eddie Powell, who was Stan Powell’s dad).
Walter and Ada lived in the 3rd house east of Mill (Fred
Couch claimed his grandfather built the home). My earliest recollection was the Harris home on the corner of
Mill & Edward, Tom & Alicia Spenser, Walter and Ada’s
and Hancock’s at the corner of Edward and Beaver
Street. Tom Spenser Senior was one of the witnesses at
the wedding of Walter and Ada.
For clarity, if I am right, his son Tom Jr. had two sons
with Alecia Gray; Ernie and Rollie. Some of our other
block neighbours were Jack and Hazel Crago, The
Tebbles, Lockharts, Nodens, Meadows , Eddys? and the

Walter and Ada had two sons , Robert (Bob) Charles,
born October 5,1902 and William GEORGE, June 11,
1906 (see photo next page). Robert (Bob) married Martha Cunningham and worked at Goodyear in Bowmanville before ending up living in Toronto where
their 2 daughters, Ruth and Linda were born.
My father, George, married Hilda HAZEL (Johns)
Wood of Orono, daughter of Charles and Hilda
Johns. Hazel had two sisters and one brother, Frankie
(oldest), Hazel, Mary and Neil (still living in Toronto).
George and Hazel were married at Orono United
Church on September 1, 1939, and lived in Walter
and Ada’s home in Newcastle, in the east side of 4the

The Crowther Family, Cont’d.

Alberta, where he worked again for Woolco before
joining Canada Post as a mailman. He transferred to
Port Hope as a postman, retired from there and is now
back in Alberta to be near one daughter, while his
other daughter lives in Florida.

George & Charles Crowther, September 1956

house. At one time, the home was open but in time was
closed off and it ended up being 2 different homes.
They had two sons; myself, born June 10, 1941 and
James (Jamie) born March 13, 1953. As an only child for
12 years, I played a lot of cowboys and Indians, and a lot
of games in my head as children do. I had a Lone Ranger
outfit complete with a cap pistol and mask. My childhood
playmates included Ben Dickinson (Ross & Marg), Don
Stoneburg, the McCulloughs (Irv & Jean), Larry Pearce
(Albert & Myrtle), the Nodens (Dave & ?) the Barchards
(Ed & Vera) and Ted Sallows (Trudy and ?). They were
among some of my closest friends and we would play
football, tag, baseball, nicky nine door. We often wentdown to the creek behind the school to catch suckers
or just played tag among the cedars. In the winter, we
played hockey on the road or down at the marsh
(present marina) .

I married Lynda Singer of Oshawa in 1967 and have
lived on Mill St. S. in Newcastle since our marriage. We
have 2 daughters, Janet and Barbara, living in Bowmanville and Newcastle, and 4 grandchildren. I was a barber
in 1960, working in Oshawa my first year, and then for
Howard Quinney, in what is now the flower shop beside Sears. I worked for Howard for 10 years, until he
quit barbering to open the new Stedmans store. I
stayed at barbering for another 5 years, until long hair
came along, and then went to work at JASCO for 15
years until the plant closed in 1990. I worked on the
top floor, answering to Fred Couch who in turn was
the assistant to John Scott who was the foreman over
15 or so women. I finally replaced both Fred and John
when they retired. When JASCO closed in 1990, I
returned to barbering again at the Oshawa Centre for
8 years before retiring.
Lynda Crowther (nee Singer) graduated as a teacher in
1964 and taught as a teacher in Oshawa for a few years
before accepting a position with the Newcastle Public
School working for Principal Ron Munro. She was
responsible for setting up the first Senior Kindergarten
class at Newcastle Public School. She quit teaching to
stay home with the girls until they got older and then
started back part time teaching in Newtonville which
was twinned with Newcastle P.S. She came back to
Newcastle to teach junior and senior kindergarten classes and stayed there until her retirement in 2002.

My father, George Crowther, until his death in 1956 at
50 years of age, worked in the J. Anderson Smith Company alongside Norm Allin and Tom Brown. He also had
a bicycle business in the barn behind the house. It was a
sideline which I presume was picked up from Bill
Suddard, his uncle, who owned Suddard’s bicycles on
Simcoe South in Oshawa, (near the 401.) George was
was a faithful church goer and, for a while, the family
became caretakers at the church as well.
I can also remember Dad working at Bonathon’s Hardware for a while.
Hazel Crowther (nee Wood) worked for Miss Bea
McIntosh, at the home (now Medical Centre) on Mill St.
north of King as a maid before her marriage. After my
father’s death, she worked at Tom’s Men’s department
and the nursing home on Mill St .
Jamie Crowther’s best friends growing up were George
Visser (Joe and Anna), Darrell Darling (Gord and Edna)
and Paul Nesbitt (Jack and Helen) and he is still in contact with them. After working at General Motors for a
while and Woolco in Whitby, he moved to Red Deer,
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter
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The Woo Family
by Myno Van Dyke

Around 1913 “Charlie” Jen Woo, born in 1883, arrived in Canada from Canton, China. One of his first acts was to hand over
$500 to the Canadian Government for being Chinese. From
1885 to 1923, the Canadian government charged Chinese immigrants $50-$500 Head Tax to enter. Charlie Woo worked in
the import and export business providing coffee, tea, sugar and
other sundries to restaurants. He eventually made enough money to go back to China for a visit and while there married Sug
Ying Mah Woo. She and two of the children were not allowed
into
Canada
until
1952.
In 1954, the Woo family moved to Newcastle from Peterborough. They purchased a small former feed store on King East
which soon became the “News Lunch”. It was very small and
they built an addition on the back. The family spent twelve
hours in the restaurant every day. Sug Ying Mah (always
known as Mrs. Woo) did all the cooking and dishwashing herself. Two more children were born in Newcastle, Lilly and
William (Willie). “People were always very kind to us.” Willie
added, “My mother couldn’t read or write English that well so
when she took an order at the restaurant she always memorized
everything”. After Charlie died in 1973, Mrs. Woo kept the
restaurant until 1983 selling it to Betty Dubeau who called it
“Green
Leaf”.
The Chinese Head Tax was collected until 1923. Then, Parliament passed the Chinese Immigration Act, known as the Chinese Exclusion Act, to bar Chinese from entering the country.
The act remained in force until 1947, when Chinese-Canadians
were finally allowed to vote . During this time there was still
one of the Woo children staying with family in Hong Kong.
Local M.P. Russell Honey became the family’s hero. He
worked hard to bring Judy to be with her family here.
Mrs. Woo passed away at her home on July 14, 2010. She was
in her 98th year. Lilly and William still reside in the Village of
Newcastle. The News Lunch is still a restaurant, now called
“The Snug”.
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Newcastle- Fifty Years Ago
By
Myno Van Dyke

Some clippings from past
issues of the Statesman

The Bowmanville Canadian Statesman is now available online
from 1868 to 1970. You can browse through each page (just
Google Canadian Statesman and add the year you want to
see). During those years there were a number of correspondents who provided the latest news from their communities.
Newcastle often had a whole page of news and that section was
called “The Newcastle Independent”. In 1964, the reporter
was Florence (Bruce) Tillson. Her husband Bruce was the
local O.P.P. officer. Here are some highlights from April 22,
1964.
Percy Tamblyn resigned as the Village Dogcatcher. Village of
Newcastle Council decided that “due to a lot of dogs running
around the village, Council will advertise for a new man right
away”.
Councillor Bob Walton made a motion that no councilor be
allowed to spend over $100. Reeve Doug Cunningham
“pounced on the motion and give his views that passing such a
motion would make councilors feel untrustworthy”. The motion died as no one would second it.
The new addition to the Newcastle Public School was completed and there was an open house on April 22 nd. The Glee Club,
pupils of the school will sing some songs and there will be a
tour.

1929

Murray Walton and E.R. (Dick) Lovekin were elected as Directors of The Great Pine Ridge. Reeve Cunningham put a Proclamation in the paper that
Daylight Saving Time would begin on April
26th. On May 6th Clarke High School was
having an open house. Boys and Girls Gym
Teams would be working out in the gym.
Two of the members of the girl’s team were
Sharon Tamblyn (now Staples) and Leslie
Stephenson (now Wilson) .
Five Newcastle Brownies got their Golden
Hand Badge. Wendy Wilson, Heather Hoar,
Susan Walton, Mary Grace Paterson and
Arlie May Munro. Three girls who had recently enrolled as Brownies got their Brownie
Pins. They were; Cindy Garrod, Diane De
Pape and Ruth Paterson.
There was a Public Meeting about the “Ice
Project”. This was to discuss the installation
of artificial ice at the Newcastle arena. The
meeting was held in the Lion’s Room at the
Community Hall. Brenton Rickard suggested
that a plan be made to explain everything
about the artificial ice conversion. A motion
was made by Frank Hoar and seconded by
Lloyd Stephenson that Alex Hendry be added
to the committee. The Chair was Howard
Quinney, members were Bob Stephenson, Alf
Gray, Ken Gray, Don McGregor and Jamie
Wright. They were to go to other arenas and
look at their artificial ice and draw up a plan
for the next meeting.

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter

7

Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle,
who generously supply the room with complimentary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.
We are also grateful to Swan Signs for their support.
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.

NV&DHS is open in the Newcastle Community Hall every
Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NV&DHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com
or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society:
20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7
To reach NV&DHS Secretary, Myno Van Dyke,
call (905) 987-5482, or e-mail at myno@sympatico.ca.
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