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Spring does appear to be around the corner and I
hope you all did well this winter.
The Annual General Meeting was held on February
12th and enjoyed by all. Photos of the evening
appear on Pages 8 and 9.
It has been asked if the meeting were to be held during the day – say on a Saturday - would it be attended
by a greater number of people. It is an important
event in the calendar year of the Historical Society
with the election of the Executive. Please let us
know what you think. The new constitution was
read and accepted by a majority vote; all seemed
pleased with the new cleaner language of the constitution. Many thanks go out to Marion Saunders and
Bob Malone for their hard work.
The Ken Stephenson Art Award has been awarded
earlier this year. The winner is Zoe Chad‟s screen
printed T-shirt depicting Samuel Wilmot. Thank you
to Bev Jeeves for her very hard work in organizing
this popular event and thanks to St. Stephen‟s art
students for their participation.
Local artist Jane Eccles has completed the portrait of
a day dress, which was owned by Anna Vincent Massey, wife of Chester D. Massey. The dress is on display in the Historical room with a copy of the portrait. It was so interesting to see the portrait develop and research the history of a very interesting
woman, Anna Vincent Massey. I hope you take
advantage of this nicer weather and drop in to see it
is worth the trip.
Thank you.
Deborah Leslie
President, NV&DHS

Happy Easter
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It‟s Awards Season
Those south of us may be enjoying the Oscars, Golden Globes
and other awards but we, here in Newcastle, have our own to
celebrate.
At the Annual General Meeting February 12th, NV&DHS awarded this year‟s Pat Macdonnell Preservation Award to
A Gift of Art
(represented by Anne-Marie Harley),
and
Syvan Developments
(represented by Theresa Vanhaverbeke)
for their efforts to preserve and restore
187 King Avenue East in Newcastle (the
new home of A Gift of Art).

Clarington Council hosted their own awards show. At a meeting
of Council on Monday, February 11th, presentations were made to
outstanding groups and residents who have gone above and beyond
to ensure the rich heritage of Clarington is protected and preserved
for future generations.
NVDHS was presented a Certificate of Achievement from the Clarington Heritage Committee when the following was noted:
The Newcastle Village and District Historical Society
(NVDHS) has been advocating for heritage matters
within the Village of Newcastle and surrounding area
since 1981. During this time, the Society has worked
tirelessly to collect the wide variety of interesting
local artifacts currently on display in the local history
room of the Newcastle Community Hall. This room
is open to the public every Tuesday and Saturday
morning, and is maintained and staffed by Society
volunteers.
More pictures on Page 8.

NV&DHS Board Members, Shelly Jackson and Erla Jose accepting the Certificate of Achievement from Angela Tibbles and
Mayor, Adrian Foster
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The Newtonville Plane Crash
By Myno Van Dyke
The plane, an RCAF Lockheed Hudson bomber, crashed
on a foggy Monday, June 10, 1940 at 12:15 pm. It had
spent some time circling above the tiny village of Newtonville, probably looking for a place to land safely. Suddenly
it went down, crashing into a swampy bush about a mile
east of the Village and 300 metres north of Highway Two
on the farm then owned by Pat Cotter. Lloyd Moore
lived near the crash site and heard the engine “crackling”
just before it crashed. Charles Ross said the “engine exploded in the air” and Ray Lott said “it had turned over in
the air”. Then the plane suddenly went down into the
swamp north-east of Elliott‟s Garage.
Quickly, men and boys from the village and nearby farms
and homes ran over to do what they could. Some got
there within a few minutes but it was too late.
The fuel from the plane had started a number
of small fires and the smashed RCAF Bomber
was also on fire. About 5 metres from the
plane, a body of a man was found, pinned
between two trees - the Hon. Norman Rogers, Canada‟s Minister of Defence.
The
bodies of Flying Officer John J. Cotter of Halifax, Nova Scotia, Aircraftman Oscar David
Brownfield of Big River, Saskatchewan and
Aircraftman James Edward Nesbitt of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan were found nearby.

RCAF Lockheed Hudson
(photo from Wartime Heritage Association)

The Toronto Star reported that parts
of the plane were scattered about 100
metres from the treed and swampy
crash site. The wings of the plane
were torn off. The occupants were all
thrown from the plane but still had
their seat belts on. The seats had been
ripped from the floor of the plane.

“Bud” Jones from
Newtonville found
Prime Minister MacKenzie King made an
a scorched leather
emotional announcement in the House of
wallet near one of
Hon. Norman Rogers (photo from
Commons immediately. King was very close
the bodies. He
Parliament of Canada)
to Norman Rogers, who was his Secretary of
said that it was
Privy Council Affairs in 1927 and in 1935 became the Minbadly burned and so was the money
ister of Labour. The Prime Minister obviously felt someinside. He also found a red flare
what responsible for the loss because Rogers did not
which had apparently been thrown
want to make the trip. Norman Rogers was to make a
from the plane prior to crash. Bud
speech at the Empire and Canadian Clubs in Toronto and
turned these items over to the On“Bud” Jones
used the Ministry‟s Lockheed Hudson bomber to make
tario Provincial Police who were prothe trip from Ottawa to Toronto. King stated later; “I
tecting the scene until investigators
was afraid that if he were to cancel his trip to Toronto at this
from the R.C.A.F. arrived. They were unable to get any
time, some occasion of undue alarm might arise from the fact
vehicles into the crash site, so a four-wheeled farm cart,
that the Minister of Defence had not been able to carry
drawn by a team of horses was used
out an engagement which he had made”. That same
to bring out the bodies.
day Canada declared war on Italy.
One of the officers in charge was
Charles Ross, one of the first on the scene, later
Denton Massey from Trenton Air
found a damaged pocket watch in the area of the
Force Base. Denton (1900-1984),
crash. He was able to determine that it had beborn in Toronto, was the son of
longed to one of the officers. He had the watch
Hart Massey and the grandson of
repaired and re-furbished at his own expense and
Daniel Massey, the founder of the
sent it to the mother of the officer. According to
Massey Manufacturing Company in
Jean Hall of Newtonville, he received a very kind
Newcastle. Denton attended St.
letter from the mother.
Andrew‟s College in Aurora, the
University of Toronto, eventually
Denton Massey
graduating from the Massachusetts
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(photo provided by Church of
the Holy Saviour Anglican
Church, Waterloo, Ont.)
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were 64 “crashes” (not necessarily during military action) with causes listed as „stalled‟, hit trees‟, „hit hill‟,
„overshot on landing‟, „hit truck‟, „dived into ground‟ and
„hit mountains‟. As well, 17 of them „ditched‟, „crashed in
sea‟, „stalled and spun into sea‟ or „dived into sea‟ in the
Solway area alone. The reports indicated that this was a
difficult plane to fly for an inexperienced crew. Many of
them were very young and quickly selected with minimal training.

Area near plane crash –east side of Elliott Rd. Newtonville
(Myno Van Dyke photo)

Institute of Technology with a degree in engineering in 1923.
He served in the Canadian House of Commons as a Conservative MP for the Toronto riding of Greenwood from
1935 to 1949 and was, in 1938, an unsuccessful candidate at
the Conservative leadership convention.

Norman Rogers, age 46, was born in Amherst, Cumberland, Nova Scotia. He was a well liked politician and a
close friend and advisor to Prime Minister King. Many
felt that MacKenzie King was grooming Rogers to be
the next Prime Minister. A street and an airport in
Kingston were named after Norman Rogers. Also a
Canadian Coast Guard icebreaker was named after him.
He is buried at Beechwood Cemetery in Ottawa. He
left his wife Mary “Frances” (Keirstead) and two sons
Roderick and Alan.

According to “Wikipedia” and the Holy Saviour Anglican
Church in Waterloo, Ontario, Denton Massey joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1940 and reached the rank of Group
Captain. He was made an Officer of the Order of the British
Empire for his efforts during the war in 1946. After leaving
politics, Massey became a priest. He served at St. Paul's Anglican Church in Point Edward, Ontario from 1960 to 1963 and
the Church of the Holy Saviour in Waterloo, Ontario from
1963 to 1970.
The Lockheed Hudson, built in the United States, served in
the RAF and the RCAF from 1939 until 1948 as a medium
bomber and maritime patrol Aircraft. Of the 247 that flew
with the RCAF, several formed anti-submarine squadrons on
the east coast and as part of Coastal Command in Britain.
The RCAF investigation apparently revealed that “the starboard wing struck some trees while the Hudson was making a 45
degree bank turn. The accident was assessed as “pilot error”
when the pilot, Cotter, “lost visual reference to the ground
during a steep turn towards rising terrain without first gaining safe
altitude”.
The report also indicated that the accident would not likely
have happened if the pilot had “used proper judgment” and
should have landed at the RCAF base in Trenton and not
continued on in the heavy fog. The secondary cause of the
accident was attributed to “the characteristics of the Hudson
which preclude steep turns without some loss of control”.
However, this report appears to be contradictory to the
flames and “crackling engines” that the Newtonville residents
heard and saw before the plane crashed.
Solway University in England did a study of records of the
most serious crashes involving this plane when it flew out of
the Silloth Military Base between 1940 and 1942. There
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Top of photo- Lloyd Moore, Charles Ross and Spencer BurleyLower Left photo- some of the “crowd that rushed over to see the
crash scene - Lower right photo- Ray Lott (Toronto Star Photo)

The pilot, 26 year old Flying Officer John James Cotter,
son of Clifford John and Jessie Ann Cotter is buried at
Holy Cross Cemetery in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Aircraftman 1st Class Oscar David Brownfield, Age 28,
was the son of Ernest and Minna Brownfield. He is
buried in his hometown of Big River, Saskatchewan.
Aircraftman 1st Class James Edward Nesbitt, age 33, the
son of Hannah Nesbitt, is buried beside his mother in
Woodlawn Cemetery, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
Nothing appears to have been named after the three
RCAF officers.
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Canada‟s Greatest Detective
By Myno Van Dyke
Adolphus J. Payne, known as “Canada‟s Greatest
Detective” was born north of Newtonville,
Ontario on March 29, 1909. His parents were
Reuben Payne Jr. and Maude (Graham). They had
eight children and lived on
homestead lot 4,
Concession
3, Clarke Township which is
now known as 3451 Elliott Road.

Payne‟s biggest arrest was in 1952, when he caught
Edwin Alonzo Boyd, leader of the famous bank robbing Boyd Gang. Boyd, who ironically was the son of
a Toronto police officer, was well known by Dolph
Payne. Years before, Boyd robbed banks on his own
and was interviewed by Payne numerous times and
eventually Dolph Payne arrested and charged him with
a number of bank robberies.
While in jail, Boyd met several other criminals and
when they were released
they started robbing banks
again. At one of the bank
robberies they shot and
killed The Sgt. of Detectives
Edmund Tong and wounded
Sgt. Roy Perry.

On April 16, 1927 Adolphus,
known as “Dolph” got a job
trimming floor mats at Goodyear
Rubber in Bowmanville. He later
became an “inspector” of running boards. In those days you
lived where you worked and he
Payne Family Farmhouse at 3451 Elliott Rd.
boarded with Mrs. Sherwood
Newtonville (photo by Myno Van Dyke)
Rundle. In 1929, Adolphus was
Dolph Payne knew that
laid off at Goodyear. He was
Boyd‟s wife Doreen had a small English Austin car and
hired by The Toronto Police Force as a constable
thought that they wouldn‟t take a chance on driving it.
1930. Although he said it was never his “dream”
Since the car was fairly new, he figured they would try
to be a police officer. He just needed a job. He
to sell the car, so he scanned the newspaper ads evewas paid $1497 a year.
ry day to see if the car was advertised. On Monday,
March 10th, he found this ad, “’49 Austin, new tires and
As a rookie, he began his career by arresting
battery, best offer”. Payne made
“pickpockets” on the Toronto Island Ferries. He
the call and it was Edwin Boyd‟s
had an incredible knack for memorizing license plate
brother Robert who answered
numbers. Adolphus apparently could recite the
the phone. Payne then got the
plate numbers of up to 400 stolen vehicles. He was
youngest looking officer he
given the nickname “Trigger” after he forced a stocould find, Harold Jukes, and a
len car off the road with one shot from his revolver.
police department secretary to
pose as man and wife. They
Payne was tall, a bit heavy set, with red hair. His
went to Robert Boyd‟s house
1949 Austin
speech was slow and he always had a little smile on
and agreed to buy the car for
his face. His former partner, Harold Jukes said; “he
$850. Since the car was in Edwin Boyd‟s wife‟s name,
looked like a big old farmer. Some people would
the couple said they wouldn‟t deal with anyone but
think he wasn‟t the brightest, but his brain was
the owner. Robert Boyd took a $10 deposit for the
working 24 hours a day.”
car and told them to return later and he would have
Doreen there.
He also used a slow, methodical technique to solve
crimes. Adolphus paid meticulous attention to
Detectives Payne and Craven were parked nearby in
every detail. At a crime scene he would get down
an unmarked police car and watched this under the
on his hands and knees and search
cover of darkness. They followed
every inch of ground in the immedithe Austin to a nearby house. Latate area for clues. Usually this was
er they checked inside the garage
long after the other officers had left
and found a grey ‟51 Nash car with
and declared that there was nothing
stolen license plates. They used
there. Payne would stay there for
the house next door for their
hours, getting friendly with the neigh“stakeout”. Later, they saw Boyd
bours and people walking by, often
and his wife arrive and go into the
getting plenty of new information the
house. Although many of the other
others had missed.
officers wanted to go in right away,
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter

Edwin Alonzo Boyd Arrest
(Photo from Toronto Police)
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The Massey Plows
By
Myno Van Dyke
Recently, our member Farncomb LeGresley, donated
two “Massey Walking Plows” to our Society.
About 10 years ago, my friend Bob Northrup and I
restored an old Massey Harris walking plow for our
first Massey Show so I had a bit of knowledge about
them. Farny had them stored in a barn on Highway
Two just east of the village. They had been inside
the barn for many years.

1952 Toronto Star Photo of Adolphus
Payne, son Douglas and wife Helen

Dolph Payne told them that it was better to wait
until the Boyds were fast asleep. Just before 6 a.m.
Payne and his officers entered the house. Payne
went into the bedroom and Edwin Boyd was just
waking up. Payne pointed his gun at Boyd and said
“Boyd it‟s Payne- give up”. Boyd had a loaded revolver under his pillow but didn‟t get a chance to
grab it.
Adolphus Payne retired from the Toronto Police
Force in February 1974 as a Staff Superintendent.
He had served for over 43 years. He passed away in
1981 at age 72. His son, Douglas, was with the Canadian Mounted Police Drug Squad in Vancouver.
Payne had a famous quote; “Most robbers are dumb

Feb. 7, 1974 Toronto Star photo of Dolph Payne at his
retirement party in 1974 with son Douglas

clucks”.
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My quick inspection revealed that both plows were
very similar in age and design. One was in slightly
better condition than the other. The rear of the
“mouldboard” is usually the best way to identify these plows. One had the numbers P 1818 M-Hwhich clearly indicated a #21 Massey Harris plow.
The second plow, although similar had a different
number P1236 and no “M-H”.
In our Historical Room, we have a number of Massey
Harris catalogues and Greg St. Amand brought out
our 1926 Massey Harris Plows Parts Book. Sure
enough, the #1236 was listed as a “Pre-1914”.
So what was the significance of the year 1914?
William Verity started making implements in Canada
shortly after Daniel Massey began his implement
manufacturing business in Newcastle. William Verity
was a pioneer among Canadian implement makers.
In the late 1850's, Verity, who was a “foundryman”,
began producing plows, kettles, and stoves. By the
early 1870‟s, Verity had established a factory in Exeter, Ontario specializing in plows. Many companies
in Canada, including Massey Manufacturing in Newcastle, also sold Verity plows. In 1892, a year after
Massey Manufacturing and Harris merged, Verity
formed a partnership with the new Massey-Harris
Company. Massey-Harris now owned 40% of the
Verity Company.
In 1914, Massey Harris took full control of the Verity
Plow Company by purchasing all of its shares. After
that, the Verity plows were called Massey Harris
plows but continued to use many of the same Verity
parts.
This dates our older Walking Plow between 1892
and 1914 and although it was likely sold with MasseyHarris painted on, it was essentially a Verity Plow.
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A Thank You
The second plow we received from Farny is very similar but a newer “Massey-Harris” model. In our 1936
Massey Harris catalogue, it is clearly the same plow
and all of the part numbers are mentioned in our
1926 Massey Harris Parts book. This Massey Harris
#21 plow would date sometime between 1914 and
1936. This plow isn‟t in quite as good of condition,
so we will likely just keep it for spare parts.

A couple of issues ago, we asked for a volunteer to
index the old newsletters and we‟d like to thank
Charles Crowther who stepped up to the plate.
Well, Charles has taken on this job in earnest, even
taking it to Florida with him. He reports that he has
over two thousand names listed and is only halfway
through the newsletters.
There are probably another hundred in this issue
(including your own) so, Charles, your job will not go
away any time soon.

2 Massey Plows as we found them in Farncomb LeGres-

Greg St. Amand has already done a remarkable job of
restoring the handles to the Verity Plow. I am working on cleaning up and painting all the metal parts and
the plow will be completely restored by spring.
We have a special place in mind to display our plow.
More news on that in the spring.
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Show & Tell at the 2013 AMG
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A Page from the Past
We have several collections of
clippings and photographs in the
Historical room which few people
get to see. With that in mind it
has been decided to make this
“page from the past” a regular
feature in our newsletter.
The photos in this issue come
from the Crowther collection and,
although some of the people have
been named , there are still some
blanks.
Copies of any photos that we run
in the newsletter are always avail
able to our members. Just come
into the room any Tuesday or Saturday morning and let us know
what photo you would like for a
nominal fee.
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand .................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ........................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $10.
Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand .................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle,
who generously supplies the room with complimentary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.
We are also grateful to Swan Signs for their support.
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.

NV&DHS is open in the Newcastle Community Hall every
Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NV&DHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com
or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society:
20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7
To reach NV&DHS Secretary, Myno Van Dyke,
call (905) 987-5482, or e-mail at myno@sympatico.ca.
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