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Annual General Meeting
The Annual General Meeting was held on Monday,
February 13th at 7:00 pm in the NV&DHS room. The
meeting was very well attended.
For the first time in several years, an election was
held for the Executive Directors. The Executive was
in need of two new directors. The candidates were
Pauline Storks, Art Wynn, Greg Forget and newcomer to our village, Bob Malone. Each candidate stood
up to tell the members of their experiences and passions for the history of this village. Bob Malone was
not present, but Shellie Jackson, Election Chair, spoke
to his experience. A secret ballot was held and our
two new Directors are Greg Forget and Bob Malone.
The Lifetime Membership award has been awarded to
Ron Locke in this NV&DHS 30th year of incorporation. Ron was not well and not present at the AGM,
so we presented it to him in the room. Ron has worn
many hats and has been an important member, Director, Newsletter Editor, President, Membership Editor
and Filmmaker. Ron is the heart of NV&DHS and an
important part of NV&DHS‟ own history. Congratulations Ron!
Continued on Page 5
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We have had a number of “firsts” – we presented our
first newly renamed preservation award now called the
“Pat Macdonnell Preservation Award” at the Annual
meeting in October. Those of you who were here
were the first to see the Jasco Film that is now very
much in demand for the different organizations in our
community.
We had applied for and received our first Chin grant
thanks primarily to the efforts of Beverly Jeeves who
spent long hours learning what was required of us and
made sure that it was done.
This year Bev, aided by Shellie Jackson and myself, hosted the cast and parents from the Chin video, “We Made
our Own Fun”, in a long awaited wrap party at Halloween – costumes, games, songs, prizes pizza – the kids
had a blast and the parents were pleased as well.
The NV&DHS took part in the Winter Wonderlearn this
again this year and by all reports it was a great success
and being situated at the rec complex enabled us to
reach a larger audience.
The NV&DHS took part in the Winter Wonderlearn this
again this year and by all reports it was a great success
and being situated at the rec complex enabled us to
reach a larger audience.

We were offered a conference room at the Newcastle
complex to set up a display. Bev Jeeves took this project on and to set up a classroom using different items
from our collection with interactive activities for the
participants.
Myno has taken part in two of the Speaker Series talks
at “A Gift of Art” here in Newcastle - his first talk was
“The Massey‟s of Newcastle.” His second appearance,
with the re-edited JASCO film, holds the record for the
highest attendance of any other speaker.
Myno has been very busy on our behalf arranging the
naming of something in the village in memory of Joseph
Atkinson. After many, many meetings and attempts, it
has been agreed that the former Memorial park will be
split into two parks; the part where the soccer pitch is
(everything north and east of the Library building) will
remain "Memorial Park" and the area to the west and
south of the Library be called Joseph Atkinson Park.
The Hall Board approved that the Atkinson plaque be
moved over to the Library property and ,once the logistics of that move are sorted out with the Municipality,
etc. it will be done. Myno is hoping for early May.
Cont’d. on Page 5

Newcastle Community Hall
One of the gems of Newcastle architecture has to be the
Community Hall. At one time, the Hall was the hub of the
village, with continuous activities and events for all ages.
The Hall was the vision of
Chester D. Massey, who wished
to make a lasting gift to his native village. It was first proposed in 1917 with a building
committee appointed by May of
1919. WW1
delayed the
project‟s start, however, until
1921 and the first sod was
turned on July 1st 1922. Official
opening was August 2, 1923.
Chester Massey was Daniel
Massey‟s (the founder of Massey
Manufacturing in 1847) grandson.
The first week after opening,
the tablets dedicated to the
memory of the men of Newcastle who had fought in the Great
War were erected in the front
foyer. That evening, religious
services, with representatives
from all faiths, was held in the
hall. A reunion of Newcastle
citizens followed with events
including a dinner, an orchestral
concert, a community dance
and an exhibition of
moving
pictures.
An agreement was executed
between the Village Council (of
the time) and the donor which
set out the objects and uses of the Hall and the principles of its administration. It‟s uses were outlined as
“Such as will cultivate and promote among the citizens
of the Village of Newcastle an interest in education and
good citizenship, temperance and health, music and the
drama, patriotism, public welfare and religion.”

brought them to Newcastle to live and practice in the
summers. They performed frequently at the Hall.
By the 1930‟s, the auditorium was host to amateur theatre
productions. In December of
1934, the Canadian Statesman described the debut of
these (“Little Theatre made
Debut in Newcastle”).
As the decades went on and
popular music and entertainment changed, the Hall was
used by such well-known
groups as Ian & Sylvia Tyson.
Myno has captured some of
the history of this time with
the Tysons on Page 3.
But the Hall was home to
much more than just entertainment. The article below,
published on April 26, 1934
in the Canadian Statesman,
told of the activities taking
place in the hall on April 17th
of that year.
Over the years, citizens have
used the hall to rally support
for causes (temperance was a
big one; with meetings held
in the Hall to campaign for
support against the bars and
taverns in town).
The Hall also provided
recreation for people of
Newcastle with the bowling
alley, which was installed in the basement sometime in
1959 and is still in operation today.

During its first quarter century, the hall was the official
home of the Post Office, Memorial Library, Council
Chamber and Clerk‟s office, Masonic Temple and the
Lions Recreation Room. The basement had the largest
banquet hall in the county and the auditorium with seating capacity for 680.
The hall was a major center of various types of entertainment. Moving pictures, with live piano accompaniment, were played in the auditorium in the 1920‟s. Hart
Massey sponsored a string quartet in the 1920s and
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Newcastle Community Hall, Cont’d. from Page 2
Uses have changed over the years; the Council Chambers
have moved to Bowmanville; the post office is now in
Shoppers Drug Mart; . But other groups now make use of
these rooms.
The library moved out of the Hall, leaving the perfect setting
for NV&DHS to open up its doors.
Today, almost ninety years after it was first opened to the
public, the Hall is still in continuous use, both for public and
private events. We are lucky, as a community, that Chester
Massey had the foresight and generosity so long ago to consider this great gift so important.
When you‟re visiting NV&DHS, take a few minutes to appreciate the architectural features of the hall and some of the
archived items available in the NV&DHS Room (the china
from the first service in the hall is on display).

Ian and Sylvia Tyson
The Newcastle and Newtonville Connections
By Myno Van Dyke
Ian Tyson was born in Victoria, BC in
1933. In his teens, he decided to pursue
a career as a rodeo rider. After being
injured in a fall during the mid 1950s, he
began to learn to play the guitar. In
1958, he graduated from the Vancouver
School of Art and decided to hitch-hike
across North America, eventually ending
up in Toronto singing “folk music” at
various coffee houses. In 1959, he met a
Toronto girl, Sylvia Fricker, and they
began singing together. They were
known as “Ian and Sylvia”.
In 1963, Ian Tyson wrote a song called “Four Strong
Winds” which became a huge hit in Canada. The following
year he married Sylvia and for a short while they lived in
the Rosedale area of Toronto. Ian didn‟t like living in
Toronto so, with his first big cheque for “Four Strong
Winds”, he bought a cattle farm on the west side of Reid
Road in Newtonville, Ontario. The farm was formerly
owned by the late William “Bill” Reid of Orono and before
that his father Bert Reid. Shortly after, Tyson purchased
the adjoining farm to the south. He started raising Hereford cattle and began breeding quarter horses. Sylvia
apparently wasn‟t too fussy about the farm life and spent a
lot of time back in Toronto.

In 1969, Jack and Ann McGuey purchased a 10 acre lot
near the Tysons and built a new log home there. Ann
McGuey (now a Newcastle resident) said they got
along well with Ian but rarely saw Sylvia there. She
recalls an incident where her husband Jack had to assist Ian with a calf that was breeched. “The veterinarian couldn‟t make it, so Jack and his brother Dave went
over and they worked for about 2 hours to get the calf
out. The calf was fine and after that Ian was very
friendly with us. Ian would invite us to the horse
shows he put on at the farm and would visit us occasionally” Ann recalls.
Leslie Wilson remembers seeing Ian and Sylvia practicing at the Newcastle Community Hall. Apparently, the
Tysons would rent the hall for rehearsals one morning
each week.
By 1977 the marriage was over and Ian sold the farm
to Bill Hale. That year he released the album “One
Jump Ahead of the Devil”. One of the songs in this
album refers to Newtonville and is called “Newtonville
Waltz”. In 1979, the song “Four Strong Winds” was
recorded by Neil Young and it became a huge hit.
This gave Tyson enough money to buy
another farm; this time in Longview,
Alberta and this is where he lives today.
In 1992, Ian and Sylvia were inducted
into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame
during the Juno Awards ceremony. In
1994 they were both made Members of
the Order of Canada.
Sylvia Fricker Tyson, born in Chatham,
Ontario in 1940, continues to write
and perform music. She founded her
own music label and co-authored a
book about songwriting called “And
Then I Wrote”. She also sang with the
group “Quartette” and toured with her
own show called “River Road and Other Stories”.
In 2005 an extensive CBC poll determined Tyson‟s
song "Four Strong Winds” to be the "most essential"
piece of Canadian music in the 20th Century”. Ian also
sang the song in 2005 at the funeral for the four slain
RCMP officers in Mayerthorpe, Alberta. Although he
is now 78 years old, he still works at his ranch, writes
songs and occasionally performs what he refers to as
“cowboy music”.
Ref.. Tyson, Ian with Colin Escott. I Never Sold My Saddle.
Toronto: Douglas and McIntyre, 1994.

To see another famous entertainment who is said to have
performed in the Hall, turn to Page 8.
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter

3

Board Activities
We would like to welcome our newest NV&DHS
Board Members for 2012:

6.

Greg Forget returns to NV&DHS as a knowledgeable
experienced Director after a personal break from the
Executive. All the Board members are delighted to have
his computer talents once again with the Executive.
Greg is always present in the room when he is not
working, willing and eager to help in anyway possible.
The Executive is delighted to have him return.

7.

He is Past Chair of the Benares Historic House in Mississauga (of White Oaks of Jalna fame); the Property
Standards Committee in Mississauga (for 13 years);
and Court of Revision in Mississauga. Bob currently
serves as Principle Consultant, Real Estate, to Michigan
-based Grand Trunk Western Railroad, a whollyowned subsidiary of Canadian National.
The NV&DS Board is hard at work already in 2012
and have completed a comprehensive „To Do‟ List for
the coming year and beyond. We thought the members might be interested in the projects that are currently underway and planned.
As always, volunteers are warmly welcome. Students
who need community hours are encouraged to come
to the room on Tuesday or Saturday mornings. There
are many interesting tasks that could use their help.
The projects and regular tasks include:
1.

Inventory of Assets

2.

Cataloguing (once inventory is done)

3.

Groom filing Cabinets
 Check contents of files for accuracy
 make new files if needed
 Check to make sure drawers are in alphabetical order

4.

Films and Videos
 Editing old tapes

5.

Carveth Collection
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Donations

 Match forms with donations
 Ensure paperwork for each donation is com




We also welcome Bob Malone. At the first Directors
meeting of the year, Bob has already proven to have
many talents from his years in business.
Bob and his wife are fairly new to Newcastle, purchasing their heritage home in 2010 and completing internal and external restoration of the property.

Interviews of membership and local people;
 Review older interview tapes for ideas for questions
 Research member for interview
 Meet with member to go over questions
 Taping of interview
 Editing of interviews

plete
Number items
Mark in Donations Journal
Archival Cards
Put donations away, mark their location on archival cards

8.

Scan Newsletters (old and new) and put online

9.

1870 Assessment Files

10.

Scanning of Files

11.

Photograph collection and load to database

12.

Facebook Page for NV&DHS

13.

Develop & Launch new Website

14.

Review / Revise Consitution

15.

Computers
 Check for updates monthly
 Check for additional hard drive space for data-

base
 - make monthly backups
14.

Cleaning Monthly

15.

Clean wood cabinets, glass, desks every three
months

You can see there is a great deal to be done and a lot of
history to be learned about along the way. Choose
something you are interested in or would like to know
more about and join us on Tuesday or Saturday mornings from 9:30 to 12:30. The coffee will be on, thanks to
Tim Horton‟s.
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President’s Report, Cont’d. from page 1

In an effort to raise funds it has been decided to try to sell
the “Squair Books” that the Society owns on Kijiji – nothing has come of it yet but it costs us nothing to have it
posted. We also recently received a donation of vintage
books and, once we have decided which we want to keep,
they too will be offered for sale.
In closing I want to thank all who have been faithful in attending meetings and helping out in the room when we are open.
We are a volunteer organization and as such we are only as
strong as those volunteers – we need you all.

Annual General Meeting, Cont’d. from Pg. 1
The Show and Tell portion of the AGM was short but full
of fun. From watches, to perpetual calendars, to woman‟s
undergarments, every item was appreciated. Bev Jeeves
told the meeting her own personal story of collecting
pictures from her father that she had never
seen before. Bev spoke to the importance of
every member speaking to their children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews of their
personal histories; sharing pictures, documents
and collections of their own. Bev‟s father spoke
to the need of families sharing the past to
strengthen the future.
In honour of NV&DHS‟ 30th Anniversary,
attendees of the AGM heard ideas from the
Directors for suitable events to celebrate our
incorporation. Events will include a High Tea in
June, Youth Art Show, Atkinson Park and
moving plaque, as well as more of our highly
successful walking tours. We will let the
membership know as events are confirmed
throughout the year.
Special thanks to everyone who brought homemade goodies, chocolate cookies; veggies and
fruit. To Erla, thank you for being Treasurer, camera
person, collecting memberships and bringing those fantastic
chocolate cookies!!!! Once again Jay Summers of Tim Horton‟s provided the coffee, cream and sugar. We send many
thanks to Jay for always donating to NV&DHS.
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The Box Factory
The Report to the Ontario Historical Society on Pages
4 & 5 mentions that NV&DHS plans to submit another
project to CHIN: A film about the Box Factory.
Utilizing old photographs and films that date from 1988
to present, this short documentary film will show how a
factory built in 1848 has gone through a series of transitions to present day use. This movie will show how the
factory was connected to the community of Newcastle;
how local manufacturing evolved and how it finally
changed again into a useful and attractive building.
The original factory was built by Daniel Massey in 1848
at the corner of Beaver and King in Newcastle. Here, he
started what would eventually became the largest
agricultural equipment business in Canada, Massey Manufacturing. In 1879, the factory closed and Massey
moved to Toronto, evolving into Massey Harris.
The factory sat vacant for a number of years until 1916
when cabinet maker, James Anderson Smith, purchased
it and began building wooden ammunition cases for the
First
World
War
effort. After the war, Smith
utilized the equipment on
site to build wooden jewelry
and silverware cases, giving
the building its present
name “The Box Factory”. The factory was handed down to family members
throughout the years, until
closing for good in 1990.
Again the factory sat empty
for a number years until the
property was purchased by
the Gylatsen Family and a
new grocery store was built
on the property. The
former JASCO factory was
then restored into residential apartments and commercial business units.
We will keep NV&DHS members abreast of progress
made on this newest CHIN project as it develops.
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O.H.S. Report
Each year, as Secretary of NV&DHS, Bev Jeeves is charged
with the task of writing an annual report to the Ontario
Historical Society, under which we are incorporated . The
following is Bev’s report for 2012.
For NV&DHS, as with other small societies, 2011 was
a year of ups and downs financially. In February of
2012 at the Annual General Meeting, an election for
new Directors was held for the first time in over six
years. The society is seeing more and more volunteers for the society and we are moving forward toward digitizing the collection and better defining the
roles of those volunteers. The following is a summary
of the year‟s activities for NV&DHS and our plans for
newly set goals.
CHIN COMMUNITY MEMORIES PROGRAM:
The year began with the completion of NV&DHS first
“Community Memories Program” for Canadian Heritage Information Network (CHIN). Our first film for
CHIN was a huge undertaking for NV&DHS and we
learned so, so many lessons on fulfilling grant
contracts; our limitations; and that we can achieve our
greatest expectations.
Myno Van Dyke and Ron Locke completed the digital
component of the CHIN project. The final title of the
project was “We Made Our Own Fun ” based on a
selection of short films showing youth activities in and
around Newcastle from the 1930s to 1960s. I wrote
with confidence in our last OHS report that we had
completed the project. Anxious to get our film
debuted on the site, NV&DHS missed a component of
the contract where CHIN asked for an additional 100
images in addition to the short film. CHIN extended
our deadline to May of 2011 and Myno, Ron, Past
President Al Kirby and I quickly found the images and
forwarded them to CHIN to accompany the film.
Once the exhibit was completed and uploaded to the
CHIN site, as second problem arose; CHIN could not
get the film we produced to run on their site. The
problem was that we had produced a film with too
many different types of cameras and editing. The complicated film, though it ran on CHIN‟s software, still
won‟t run properly on the CHIN site. The phrase
“keep it simple” is now ingrained in our thinking for
future Community Memories Projects.
Despite the complications, we moved forward with
our thanks to the youth and parents who appeared in
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our short film. I have attached a Newsletter from the fall of
2011 which shows the great smiling faces of the youth at
their Halloween-themed cast party. The grant monies were
used to purchase a laptop, projector, software and peripherals for the computers. We have used these tools for not
only NV&DHS‟ projects, but have gone into the community
to bring presentations to the elderly, hospital patients,
Adult Day Care Program, Men‟s Breakfast, Library programs and other community events.
JASCO COMMUNITY MEMORIES PROGRAM:
Armed with experience from our first Community Memories Program, we are now ready to submit our next project
on J. Anderson Smith & Company (JASCO) (see Page 3 for
more information on JASCO).
With each passing week, and each project, we gain confidence in our presentation skills and gain a larger audience
with each successful public encounter. NV&DHS hopes
that 2012 and our community outreach will bring in new
members and increase our revenue.
FINANCES:
Finances are low at NV&DHS and we have made our budget our priority for a new year and a new executive. We are
aggressively promoting the sale of our books, increasing our
“Toonie” movie nights, getting out into the community to
increase awareness and memberships to NV&DHS. We are
looking at a number fundraising event ideas and continue to
look for grants.
COMMUNITY:
In 2011, Shoppers Drug Mart built a new store at the four
main corners of Newcastle. NV&DHS were thrilled when
we were asked to provide some historical photographs of
the business and homes that had stood on the corner
where the new building now sits. The large murals are
proudly displayed on the outside of the store. NV&DHS
has also been asked to do the same for the new “No Frills”
store slated for opening later this year.
NV&DHS further partners with the community though a
local library program, called “Wonderlearn”, and provides
opportunities for local secondary school students to fulfill
volunteer hours.
Cont’d. on Page 7
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DIGITIZING COLLECTION:

VOLUNTEERS:

NV&DHS continues to work toward digitizing our
collection. The database program is designed and ready.
Prior to fully inputting the collection we are organizing
our files and have begun scanning archival material for
future use. This program will require many volunteer
hours for transcribing; proofreading; scanning; inventory
taking; and fact checking – the list is really endless.

NV&DHS recognizes that it would be nowhere without
its volunteers – loyal, kind and generous volunteers. I
would like to take the time to acknowledge and thank
everyone who helps, from opening the room on Tuesdays
and Saturdays; to paying bills; carpentry; data input;
archiving; cleaning; interviewing; making “to do” lists ...

PRESERVATION AWARD:
In 2011, NV&DHS was honoured to recognize two local
Newcastle citizens for their work in preserving their
home or business. The award is in honour of one of our
founding members, Pat Macdonnel and the award is given in her memory. This year the award went to Ron
Coffin for the restoration work of his home “Ebor
House” on Mill Street South. The other award winner
was Dr. Clarke for his work on the building that houses
his Chiropractor Clinic at the four corners here in
Newcastle. Attached are the newsletter articles about
both buildings.

NV&DHS would not exist without its patient Executive to
our youngest volunteer. They are all the heart of
NV&DHS.
Beverly Jeeves, Secretary
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society

“and our thanks for the countless hours
you give to NV&DHS, Bev.”
Editor

ARTSHOW:
Each year, NV&DHS hosts a local Art Show with St. Stephen‟s Secondary School. This past year the students
once again entered their artwork with great enthusiasm
In honour of our 30th year as an incorporated society,
NV&DHS is expanding the art show to all secondary,
intermediate and elementary schools.
We are requesting artwork in all forms of media from
the students. Our theme is “then and now.” We are
asking students to explore images, landscapes, houses,
historical artefacts, costumes, business, etc. and a
“before and after”. The contest closes May 30th and
we will choose five finalists from each school and present the final prizes at the end of June.
DONATIONS:
Donations to NV&DHS covered the floor, walls, shelves,
cupboards and executive homes in 2011. We are, indeed, a community rich in history and kind in generosity.
Our director, Shellie Jackson, has worked tirelessly to
create a new system to receive and document donations
to NV&DHS. Shellie is an “inventory specialist” whose
skills have been a great asset as NV&DHS moves to an
automated system and gets organized for 2012.
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Annual Fees for Members Single Membership (one vote):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)

…
…

Annual fees for calendar year $15.
Annual fees for calendar year $10

Family Membership (two votes):
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)

…
…

Annual fees for calendar year $20.
Annual fees for calendar year $15

Corporate membership (one vote):
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail) (pdf)
…
Annual fees for calendar year $25.
Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com
NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle, who generously supply
the room with complementary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.

Happy
Easter

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle‟s Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning
from 9:30 - 12:00.
You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com or at GBJeeves@rogers.com
And by telephone at (905) 987-5180, NV&DHS Secretary, Bev Jeeves
And by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society
20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7
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