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General Meeting
Join us Tuesday, October 11th at 7:00 pm in the
Centennial Room of the Community Hall for our
next General Meeting.
Join us for an evening of architectural presentations and to hear about recent projects.
Another treat for the
evening will be a videotape
of JASCO taken by Amos
Langley before the factory
closed in 1988.

From “The Age of Innocence”
“Country people liked to combine
their pleasure with business. Corn
-husking was an opportunity for
„sparking‟; a man finding a red
kernel (not difficult in those days
of Indian corn) was entitled to kiss
the girl of his choice and if he was shy she might just
flick a kernel his way. At apple-paring time, a girl
could toss a curly peeling over her shoulder to see if
it formed an initial - a clue to her future husband. A
logging or barn-raising bee, where whisky flowed free,
was certain to end in a dance and at least one fist
fight, both bona fide sports.
See Book Review, Page 5.

Welcome back all. It was a beautiful summer and, with the
arrival of fall, your executive has already had their first
meeting. We have many exciting ideas and projects going
forward. A “Wrap Party” for the kids who starred in our
movie “They Made Their Own Fun” is planned. It was
suggested that a Halloween party would be a great idea
and the kids could come in costume. Bev Jeeves has
volunteered her home and Shellie Jackson and I will assist.
I would like to thank those who made this year‟s
“President‟s Potluck” a success, specifically my husband,
Jim. He was my landscaper, making our yard look fabulous, and the cook on the day of. I could not have done it
without him. I would also like to thank the attendees. By
all reports everyone had a good time. I have been asked
for several recipes. Whoever made that noodle salad - it
was a hit and perhaps we could get that recipe. Also, Judy
Van Dyke; those addictive choco-nut bars!!! Please send
the recipe.
Fall is my favorite time of year;
leaves turning colours; that crisp
nip in the air; and, best of all, fall
fairs. As you all know, Newcastle
hosted their annual Fall Fair on
October 1st. NV&DHS took part,
with the room open and comprehensive displays appropriate for the
fall, welcoming a great many, despite the very crisp nip in the air
that day. Thank you to Leslie Wilson for many of the materials on
display and for her interesting tales
shared with visitors that day.
The NV&DHS Executive would like to invite all members
to a General Meeting of the Newcastle Village & District
Historical Society, on Tuesday, October 11th at 7:00 pm,
in the Centennial Room of the Newcastle Community
Hall. We will be presenting some awards for local architecture and sharing some projects with the membership.
I would like to thank those members who have been coming
out on the Tuesday and Saturday mornings and sharing memories and coffee with us, it makes the morning fly by.
I look forward to seeing you.
Deborah Leslie
President, NV&DHS
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“All A-board”
The work underway at the CNR overpass leading to the waterfront
reminded Erla Jose of some of the
memories of the railway that Francis
had shared before he passed away.
Erla suggested this might make an
interesting article. As she and I were
putting thoughts and memories to
paper, Jean Rickard joined us. This led
to an interesting discussion with both
Erla and Jean. The following are some
of their memories and a little bit of
history.
If you lived in Newcastle in the
late1800s and early 1900s, the
options available to you for travel
included by foot, horseback, stage, boat or train. Of all
of these, it might be said that the advent of the railway
had, by far, the most impact on villagers‟ lives.
The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada was incorporated
November 10, 1852 to build a railway line between
Montreal and Toronto, eventually extending west to
Sarnia and into the upper United States.
The first train traveled from Toronto to Montreal on
the Grand Trunk Railway (eventually CNR) on October
27, 1856. Imagine the delight of locals who may have
been close enough to witness that first train as it
whizzed by (at least it likely appeared to anyone at that
time as speeding by; the journey actually took 14 hours).
Newcastle‟s station was built in 1857 (the building pictured on this page). Located on Toronto Street, just
east of the present-day Rona, the train station included
living quarters for the station master‟s family, a freight
shed, coal sheds and a grain elevator. To this day, two
chestnut trees, original to that time, stand at what was
the entrance to the station.
Although the town forefathers declined Massey‟s request
for a spur from the rail line to their manufacturing facility in Newcastle (leading to Massey‟s eventual move to
Toronto), the ability to ship freight from town still
played a large role in the local economy.
The convenience of trains soon overtook the traditional
route for shipping by water. Year round train travel
enabled farmers to ship their product in the dead of
winter, long after a ship would have been able to pass
through the frozen waters. This meant increased
prosperity to farmers.

J. Anderson Smith & Co. (aka „The Box Factory‟) opened
in Newcastle in 1912, building containers for ammunition
and then silverware and jewelry wooden boxes. Although
not confirmed, it has been said that, by the 1950s, JASCO
was producing 85% of these chests in North America.
The chests were loaded onto wheeled carts and taken to
the station. One of these wheeled carts can be seen, acting as a planter, in the yard of the house on the southwest corner of Mill and Toronto Streets. Boxes were taken from these carts onto the train nightly to be shipped
away. In fact, loading these boxes took so much time that
Erla and Francis knew that if they had mail when the train
passed their farm on Metcalf, they could still make it to
the station on time to have it get on the train.
Erla and Jean remember farmers transporting berries,
fruits, vegetables and flowers to the Montreal market (the
largest and most commercial in all of Canada). Produce
loaded on the 9:30 pm train in Newcastle arrived in Montreal between 3 & 4:00 am, still fresh and attractive to
market buyers.
Apples and grain grown locally were put on the train in
Newcastle to get onto ships in Quebec City harbour heading for England.
But life for individuals in the 1800s was forever changed by
the possibilities of travel by rail. It was suddenly possible
to have goods delivered by train from Toronto and receive them on the same day. A letter from Olive Wilmot‟s sister, Minnie, after her house-warming party in
1898 for their newly re-built home, Belmont, mentioned
the exquisite flowers Olive had sent for the occasion, likely from a florist in Toronto.
And we can only imagine how much more convenient and
civilized a trip by rail was to those previously tied to stage
coaches, boat or horse.
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Train travel improved mail delivery. The first post
office had opened in Newcastle in 1845 and we can
only guess how long it would have taken to get a letter
delivered any distance. But, once the railway was
installed, mail was delivered by train daily, picked up by
the mail man for delivery to the Newcastle Post Office
first; dropping off at some outlying farms and then on
to Orono‟s post office.

Mrs. Hannah and Dr. Alfred Farncomb and two tall friends
going to Cobourg Horse Show. Also escorting Blanche
Gibson, Nora Gibson & Howard Gibson (in behind) to meet
their grandfather at Cobourg Station for a holiday.
Snapshot taken by Mr. David Gibson, 1912

Olive Wilmot and her husband Henry Sanford and friends
travelled on their own private Pullman car from New York
City to Toronto and then to Newcastle for summer visits to
their home in the village. Private cars were very popular in
the late 1800‟s. Their luxurious interiors were meant to
help their wealthy inhabitants survive the nuisances and discomfort of train travel. It is presumed that Olive‟s family was
making the reverse trip (although in the public cars) when
they visited her in her homes in New York City and Connecticut.
Some time ago, this newsletter featured a newspaper article
about the regular horse races held in Newcastle/Bond Head.
Participants and spectators of those races would have
traveled by train. Jean Rickard remembers a hotel, “The
Commercial”, across from the station which eventually
became her uncle‟s house. At one time, there were at least
three hotels south of today‟s Hwy. 401, likely steadily
occupied thanks to travelers by ship and train.
The Massey Company continued their ties to Newcastle,
bringing their employees every other summer for their daylong company picnic. Annual company picnics were the
highlight of the year for employees and their families in the
late1800s. Massey employees traveled by train from
Toronto.

Trains and tracks needed repair. Dr. Farncomb‟s
journals list injuries he treated for „Railway Worker‟.
Presumably the transient nature of these individuals‟
lives made names unnecessary. The men who repaired
trains lived in a car, complete with a cook. In later
years, they had a separate train of two cars; one for
sleeping and the other a dining car. They would travel
to a section of the line, complete their repairs and
head off to wherever they were needed next. Jean
Rickard remembers the cook taking pies to her uncle‟s
house across the street from the station.
Although some passenger trains were scheduled,
others would go right through unless the Newcastle
Station Master changed the light on the pole (seen left
of the station here) from red to green. The Station
Master played an important role in the railway.
The depression brought hobos to town; men who
would jump on and off the “rods” for free transportation while they looked for work and food. Francis Jose remembered his mother always having something to
feed these men who would wander up to the farmhouse after getting off the train in Newcastle.
Of course, there were risks and dangers with rail travel. Francis remembered the story about little Bessie
Clark-Stephenson at the age of 2. Her mother was
helping Grandma Jose with the meals for the threshing
crew. Bessie was left at home with her older sisters
but decided to follow her mother. She got tired when
she got to the railroad so she sat down on one of the
rails and went to sleep. A train came along and could
not stop before it got to her so the fireman (or brakeman) climbed out on the side of the locomotive on to

Although passenger travel by boat to Newcastle continued until 1917, the trains became the mainstream
means of travel between Toronto and Montreal and
places in between.
Bond Head‟s summer residents arrived by train. The
Eaton Company owned a two-storey residence,
“Copper Beech”, on Park Lane (south of Bond Head
Cemetery). Every summer the company sent their
employees for a week-long retreat to this residence,
although one week was for women and the other for
men. It would never have been considered to have a co-ed
retreat.
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Sarah, Eliza and Joseph Hunter.
Jimmy Philp, Station Master
Circa 1908
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How Many Richard Lovekins?

All Aboard … Cont’d. from Page 3

the cowcatcher and picked her up as the train was stopping. The train crew then brought her up to the Jose
home and yelled at Grandma for not looking after her
child.
Francis remembers, as a teenager, when one of the apple
dealers bought apples from Lewis Clark. The train hit
the truckload of apples but the driver was not injured.
As decades moved on, life changed and so, too, did the
trains. Erla remembers steam trains when she first lived
on the farm with Francis. She remembers them because,
when one passed after she had hung her clothes on the
line, depending on the wind direction, she often have to
rewash everything because of the soot left behind. The
advent of diesel brought freedom to hang her clothes any
day of the week.

By NV&DHS Curator, Leslie Wilson
Your Curator was taken to task recently concerning the
death date of Richard Lovekin Senior and the date of a
land grant issued to him as it appeared in the NV&DHS
Spring newsletter. Here are all the 18th and 19th century
Richard Lovekins of Clarke Twp.
An unknown LOVEKIN was the father of:
1.

RICHARD LOVEKIN Senior born - date & place
unknown; died 01 January 1798 in Clarke Twp.

Was married in 1767, in the Diocese of Cork & Ross,
Ireland to SARAH PATRICKSON
Richard Sr‟s. death date & place of death come
from two sources:
#1 - in the 1798 Peter Russell correspondence and
papers (in the Baldwin Room, Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library) is the notation that his friend,
“old Lovekin”, had recently died.
As Russell was among those responsible at the time
for issuing Crown land grants, presumably he was
aware that when the grant for Lot 35 Conc. 01 was
issued to Richard Lovekin Senior on 06 December
1798, it was being issued to a man who had been
dead for eleven months! The grants for Lots 31, 32,
34 & 35 Conc. 02, however, had been issued to him
in June of 1797, six months before he died. The
grant for Lot 33 Conc. 01 was issued to Richard
Lovekin Junior on the 12th of June 1798. “Senior”
and “Junior” were carefully noted by Executive
Council of Upper Canada on the appropriate
grants.

Erla shared two of the incidents with trains that stood
out in her mind. The first was in the winter of 1967/68.
A technician from Eastern Breeders came to their door
during a storm and said that his car was stuck on the
train tracks. Francis ran to get the tractor to try to pull
it off and Erla tried to phone the railroad to alert them to
the problem but the phone didn‟t work. She ran to the
neighbour‟s and, after speaking with Ottawa and far distant places, she finally got the message through while
Francis got the vehicle clear of the tracks.
Erla also remembers when Jane Sikma, in the early 1970s,
drove out of her driveway (the original Clark
“homestead”) with her children in the car. She was
crossing the railway tracks on the Baseline road when
the car stalled. She had the presence of mind to get the
children out of the car and away quickly. Immediately, a
westbound freight train hit the car and demolished it,
leaving pieces strewn almost to the Mill Street crossing.
The history of the railway in Canada has been well covered in books and articles. I would like to thank Erla and
Jean for sharing their first-hand memories of the railway
in Newcastle.
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#2 - in 1839, his son, Richard Jr., using the back
pages of a farm day book, wrote some of the early
history of the family in Clarke Twp. and he said “my
father died in Clarke on the morning of the first day
of January 1798”.
Richard Sr. & Sarah‟s son:
2.

RICHARD LOVEKIN Junior
born 1765 to 1773
in Co Cork Ireland ; died 14 July 1840 in Clarke
Twp. Was married on 11 February 1805 to THEODOCIA BATES of Clarke Twp.

When Richard Lovekin Junior was born varies depending
on the source:
Newspaper death notice: died aged 74 yrs. - therefore
born 1765/66 one or two years before the marriage of his
parents!
St. John‟s Register: died aged 70 yrs - therefore, born
1769/70.
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Book Reviews
A recent visit to the NV&DHS Room turned up a delightful
book about life in the 1870s in Canada, “The Age of Innocence” by Robert Collins.
This volume contained such interesting anecdotes on ...
Etiquette;
“Canadians who followed their etiquette books suppressed “undue emotion whether of laughter, anger,
mortification, disappointment or selfishness.” No gentleman ever stared at his pocket-watch, uninvited, in polite
society. No lady appeared in public without gloves. In
fact, proper dress for a game of croquet on a warm
summer afternoon for ladies meant high necklines, long
sleeves and full-length flounced skirts with bustles.
No man left home without his engraved calling cards,
any more than he left without his pants. No lady worthy
of the name ever used such profanity as “the dickens” or
“mercy”!
It was the time of curtsies, bows and „calls‟ (between
noon and 5:00 pm for congratulations, condolences or
simple friendship). The „cut‟ was a way of discouraging
advances or dropping former friends: not to return a
bow was a gentle cut; a vicious cut was a long silent
stare. It was a time when ladies were expected to be
coy, and fluttering eyelids half-hidden behind a fan signified “You may speak to me.” It was a time when no man
failed to bow if his glance met a lady‟s eyes, and when it
was „the duty of gentlemen to do all that they can to
make the occasion enjoyable and even mirthful.”
Visiting Cards;
“Leaving a card with the corner bent signifies that it was
left by its owner in person, not sent by a servant. Bending the edges of a card means that the visit was designed
for the young ladies of the house, … and a visit may be
from five minutes to half an hour, never longer unless
with a very intimate friend.”

A biography of Bishop Brent was my next find. Son of Henry
Brent, the Rector of St. George‟s from 1854 for forty-three
years, Bishop Charles Brent led an exceedingly fascinating life,
well ahead of his time. Published in 1948, “Bishop Brent:
Crusader for Christian Unity” this book gives a detailed
account of his life.
Born just outside Newcastle in 1862, Brent went to Newcastle Public School and high school.
“There was little in the atmosphere of Newcastle, Ontario, in the 1860‟s to presage great breadth of interests or
of influence for a boy brought up there.” Yet a worldrenowned Bishop began his days in this simple village.
“The boy who sat Sunday after Sunday in the little church
(St. George‟s) … later preached often in the greatest cathedrals of England and America to packed congregations
and presided over one of the most momentous gatherings
of Christendom.
From his humble start, Brent aspired to attend Trinity
College School, the relatively new school led by Dr. Bethune. He was successful in his desire, entering in 1880.
Although he stayed just two years, preparing for university, he participated fully in school life, including cricket and
rugby, musical comedies and serving as a „strict but just‟
prefect.
Brent moved on to Trinity College at U of Toronto, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in 1884. He returned to
Trinity College in Port Hope to teach for two years as he
studied for ordination. “His was the finest education that
a boy from Newcastle in those days could receive.”
Reading this biography has convinced me that Bishop
Brent was a man of humility and wisdom. From a sheltered childhood in a small village in Ontario, he went on
to greatness in the world.
I encourage you to visit the NV&DHS Room to borrow
this book. It is well worth the read.

The Canadian Home Cook Book, 1877

NV&DHS has an extensive library of biographies,
non-fiction and reference books for use by
members.
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Karl Weyrich Wood Specialties and Woodland Products
By Myno Van Dyke
It looks like the vacant lot west and south of the Canadian
Imperial Bank of Commerce at 72 King St. West in Newcastle
will soon house a new grocery store. The lot has been vacant
now for many years but it does have an interesting history.
A building that once stood
there was, for a period of time,
home to Karl Weyrich Wood
Specialities Ltd.
Karl Weyrich was born in
Germany and immigrated to
Canada as a young man in
1929. He had some woodworking training in Germany,
but couldn‟t speak English
when he arrived here. He
began working briefly at the
J. Anderson Smith factory in
Newcastle and attended night
school to learn English. In
April of 1935 he started his own woodworking shop
on the east side of Beaver Street North in Newcastle.
Here he rented an old barn and paid rent of $5.00 a
month to Mrs. Violetta Moise. The business was called
“KW Toys” and a photo of the operation shows that
Weyrich built small wooden children‟s wagons. He had
four men working for him.

The firm produced a variety of furniture, cabinets, chairs
and tables. In the early 1950‟s, when television first came
on the market, Weyrich began producing television and
radio cabinets. Most major television companies, such as
Admiral, RCA, Sylvania and Coronet utilized Weyrich‟s
services. This business continued until 1968, when it was
closed and sold to Woodland Products. Mr. Weyrich and
his wife Ethel, built a house at the west side of the property facing North St. They had a son, Karl Jr. Ethel also
worked in the office and her desk was at the front of the
shop beside the south wall which was made of an interesting glass block. Mr. Weyrich was known as generous, good
hearted and would apparently hire anyone in need of a job.
Karl Weyrich died on August 28, 1981.

Around 1936, Weyrich moved his woodworking operation to the upstairs part of the large building on the
south-west corner of Church St. and King Ave. West.
This is 73 King St. West and the upper portion was
also known as Alexandria Hall. At the time this was
above Bonathan‟s Hardware. Here, Mr. Weyrich built
a variety of wood products, namely; office desks,
chairs, tables but the company specialized in radio and
television cabinets. The employees entered by the
front door on King Street. Bill Lynch made items at
the rear in a garage for Karl, mainly copper baskets
and related items.
Business was good, so around 1946, Weyrich built a
new cement block building across the street (beside
and behind where the CIBC is now). It was now
called Karl Weyrich Wood Specialties. In 1951,
Weyrich employed 60 people. Those who worked
there in 1953 included Vic Garrod, Irv McCullough,
George Stoneburg, Earl Foster, Ken Green, Everett
Harness, James Harness, Elmer Green, Fred Adair,
Harold Adair, Alfred Adair, Dick Howe, Milton Brown, Bill
Ireland, Ruth Kernagan, Ellen Ramsbottom, Norma Alldred,
Marion Richards, Rana Sinou, Ruth Bonathan, Bill Ireland,
and Amos Langley.
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter
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Woodland Products started in Newcastle around 1957
by Ross Cobbledick and Len Vivian. They started a business called Tops & Tables Furniture Co. on the south
side of Toronto Street in a cement block building beside
the C.N.R. tracks. According to their invoice, they manufactured “occasional furniture” which apparently included
end tables, office furniture, cabinets and coffee tables.
Around 1968, they sold the business to Don Murray. In
1968, there was a fire and Murray moved the business over
to the former Weyrich building. This business was closed
down in 1978. The building sat vacant for a while and was
then torn down.
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For many years the property was owned by Syvan Developments. In the past year, the property and several houses, including Mr. & Mrs. Weyrich‟s house on North Street
have been sold and will be demolished or moved to make
way for a new grocery store owned by Loblaws.
(Thanks to NV&DHS Member, Mabel Goode, who compiled
much of the information in 1995 and NV&DHS Member, Jack
Gordon, for providing photographs, Weyrich Advertisements and
information).
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Richard Lovekin, from Page 4

Oath of Allegiance: his age as he himself swore it on 11 June 1801 was 28 yrs - therefore born 1772/73
Richard & Theodocia‟s first son: (his birthdate is as recorded by his mother in her own bible)
3.

RICHARD ATWOOD LOVEKIN
born 06 Jul 1806 in Clarke Twp; died 28 November 1882 in Clarke
Twp., was married on 03 August 1835 to MARY MUNRO of Clarke Twp.

Richard Atwood & Mary‟s first son:
4.

RICHARD MUNRO LOVEKIN born 15 Aug 1836 in Ontario; died 28 March 1872 in Nelson Twp ON, was
married on 27 March 1865 to his cousin ELIZABETH MUNRO of Clarke Twp.
5)

They had two daughters but no sons.

The name Richard was not used again by the Lovekin family of Clarke Twp until the birth of His Honour, the late
ERIC RICHARD “Dick” LOVEKIN, in 1924. Dick was a great grandson of Richard Lovekin Jr. & Theodocia‟s sixth
son; who was James Patrickson Lovekin Sr.

We Want to Hear From You
The articles in this newsletter are a blend of historical fact (taken from official
documents - census‟, birth & death records, etc.); published report
(newspaper
columns, journals, etc.); and anecdotal stories. We look
to our members for the last.
We would love to print the stories your family shares or letters from the
past
pertinent to the people, places and events of Newcastle and District. They will be printed with the caveat that they are „anecdotal‟. If you would like someone to write down your memories, contact NV&DHS‟s Newsletter Editor, Judith Clapperton, by e-mail, to judithclapperton@sympatico.ca.
From time to time, articles are printed that contain errors in fact. We are volunteer historians, for the most part, and occasionally something slips by. Your feedback is always welcome if you feel an error has been made. We will either verify our facts or print a correction in a future issue.
To help with the accuracy of this newsletter, many articles will be reviewed by volunteers,
including Helen Schmid and Jean Rickard. We thank them for their time and interest.

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle‟s Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 12:00.
Contact NVDHS at info@bellnet.ca
Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Newsletter
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