Newcastle Village and District
Historical Society Newsletter
Summer 2004 - Issue # 83

Coming Events
September 9-12, 2004
See us at the fair. Drop into the Agricultural Building at the Durham Central Fair and check out the Historical
Society’s Display. Our display was so well received last year at the fair that we have decided to do t again this
year.

September 19th 2004
The Historical Room will be all decked out in wedding dresses of the last century for this day. St Georges
Link Committee have rented the Community Hall for the day to present a bridal show with presenters in every
aspect of having a successful wedding that you can imagine and they have asked the Historical Society if
wedding dresses can be displayed in the Historical Room. The dresses with the exception of our own Massey
Dress will be supplied by the Link Committee and all we will have to supply is the people to staff the room
for that day.
Anyone wishing to help may call president Susan or any member of the Executive to volunteer their services
You can check out the website for the bridal Show at www.bridalshownewcastle.org

October 17th 2004
The Directors are planning an Antique Road Show type Event at the Newcastle Community Hall for October.
As this event is still in the planning stages we would appreciate any expertise that anyone has in this area
especially any leads to competent appraisers, chiefly those who would volunteer a few hours to our cause.
Items will be appraised by qualified people in many antique disciplines with a limit of three items per person.
The cost will be $5. per item and only items small enough to be carried in by one person will be appraised.

Every Tuesday Morning
The Historical Room in the Newcastle Community Hall is open every Tuesday from 9: AM until 11:30 AM
for anyone who would like to come in and chat or ask questions about days gone by in the Newcastle area.
Charles Taws has been working diligently all summer re-arranging many of the displays to make them more
pleasing and easier to understand, so if you haven’t been in for a while it may be worth a visit. There is almost
always two or three people in and many interesting stories get bounced around.

President Message
July 2004
Susan Brown
susanl.brown@symaptico.ca
(905) 987-4249
I would like to thank the Volunteers that have given time on Tuesday mornings in the Historical room. All
volunteers have done a great job. Special thank you to Myno Van Dyke, Ken Stephenson and Charles Taws.
Myno has step in many times as great past President with me working (Thank You Myno) , Ken has been a
dedicated volunteer on Tuesday mornings with great historical stories and Charles has been busy organizing
the cupboards into categories, giving the Historical room a flowing theme. We will be starting a schedule
again in September for Tuesday mornings but for now anyone wishing to volunteer please call myself at 905987-4249, but for now I will be there every Tuesday morning.
Our annual President Picnic was a great success even with the weather being a bit wet and grey. I would like
to thank all for making it a great success with their present and all the great food. At the picnic Herb Taylor
presented the Historical Society with a booklet on George Manners family, this is a available in the Historical
Room for anyone wishing to read.
We have a busy upcoming fall this year for the historical Room. Starting with September we will be involved
with the Orono Fair again on September 9-12 2004, The Anglican Church Bridal Show on Sunday September
19 at the Newcastle Town Hall, and in October the Historical Society will be holding a Antique Appraisal
Show on the 17 at the Newcastle Town Hall from 1-5 pm. We will have tables available for dealers and
collectors at a small fee on this day plus we will have people giving appraisal for items that can be carried in,
at a small fee also. We will be advertising on KX96 and in local papers this fall, so watch and listen for more
information.
Carl Good has taken on the project of inquiring about having signs made for the for the Welcome Board at
each entrance of the Village and has received a cost from the Town of Clarington and we will be adding our
Historical Society’s sign to these boards in the future.
Anyone with a historical story please feel free to contact Ron Locke or any Board Member and we will try
and have it published in the Newsletter. We are always looking for exciting and interesting stories.
Thank You
Susan

The Elliott Museums
by
Myno Van Dyke

F

irst, we will start with a bit of family history. George Elliott Sr. was born in England in 1819 and
came to Port Granby in 1834. He accumulated some land on the Broken Front as well as on
Concession One and Two. He had three children, George Jr., Arthur and Henry. Arthur was born
in 1848 and married a Port Granby girl, Margaret Stainthorpe and they set up a home there filling it with
seven children. They had Herbert, Bruce Sr., Minnie, Ada, Roma , Edna and Winnifred. Bruce Sr.,

married Luella August Wade (daughter of Symons Wade) and
they raised six children; DeWayne, Bruce Jr., Jack, Harward,
Norma and Francis (unfortunately, a daughter, Blanche, died in
childhood). Bruce Jr. married Winnifred Jones and they had
five sons; George (married Helen Morton), Russell (married
Audrey Bickle) Donald (married Edna Denault) , Bruce (married
Carol Cox) and Robert (married Mary Bevan).

George is on left with glasses, Don on right

In 1926 Bruce Elliott left the family farm and bought a piece of
property on the “King’s Highway” a mile or so east of the village
of Newtonville for $250. Bruce wanted to work on cars and this
purchase set his dream in motion.

In those days the old Highway Two was just a gravel two lane road but it was the main route between
Montreal and Toronto. Bruce took advantage of this busy road and started selling gasoline. He
installed four pumps, each representing a different brand; Shell, B/|A, Goodrich Bluestar and Sunoco.
Folks in those days were very loyal to their “brand” of gasoline and by doing this Bruce was able to
satisfy them all.
In 1929, Bruce married the girl from the farm next door, Winnifred Jones. The following year there was
a considerable expansion in the business. Bruce’s brother Jack joined the business and they obtained a
“wrecking licence”. Now Bruce would travel around the countryside with his tow truck and bought up
wrecks and derelict cars, which were stored on the property behind the garage. They also repaired
vehicles (making good use of the many spare parts they were accumulating) in their “shop” on the north
side of Highway Two and they also opened “tourist cabins” next door to the garage. Even though this
was now the “depression years” business went well for Elliott’s garage.
When Canada was involved in WW2, a significant change took place at the Elliott’s Garage. The war
effort required scrap metal and Bruce received work that they wanted all of his scrap cars. Bruce was
not pleased. He traveled to Ottawa and argued that he should be allowed to keep his scrap vehicles in
Newtonville. His argument was that new parts for cars and trucks were now in short supply and the
public needed his used parts. He also promised that he would find scrap metal for them in lieu of the
cars he had in his yard. They finally capitulated and agreed to let him keep the vehicles.
When WW2 began, Canada was hard-pressed for
military vehicles. Soon production began at
General Motors in Oshawa and other factories to
supply jeeps, trucks and other specialized military
vehicles. Four- wheel drive was unheard of until
this time. Also around this time, in 1946,
Bruce’s son George began working in the
business, followed by younger brother Don in
1951.
After the war, Bruce started buying up surplus military
vehicles. Local farmers really liked the four- wheel drive

1931 photo shows the cabin sign and you can see the
addition to the business

trucks and jeeps, especially for bush work. Many of them
had not been used at all during the war and were virtually
new. The Elliott’s brought in surplus vehicles from army
bases all over Ontario. These federal auctions of surplus military
vehicles continued for a number of years after the war.
In 1958, the Elliott’s faced a new challenge. The “401”.
The new highway was slowly being build and now the bulk
of the traffic from Toronto to Montreal by-passed the pretty
little village of Newtonville. Before long the gasoline sales
and motel/cabins business was drying up. Now what?
1928 photo shows Bruce Elliott standing to the right with Chapter 2 will be in the next issue….
one of his four gas pumps

*****************************************
**********

The James Alexander Martin Family Tree
Written for the Newcastle Village and District Historical Society by Alec Gordon Martin. Great-GreatGrandson of James Alexander.
James Alexander was born in the 1780s and Married Mary McQuary. They lived in in County Down at
Quley Hill in Northern Ireland. James was a tenant farmer.
James and Mary had four children, sons, James Alexander, John and Henry. They also had a daughter,
Rachel. Son James Alexander (2) was also a Tenant Farmer and married Elizabeth Ann Campbell.
Because of no hope of ever owning land in Ireland, James and Elizabeth along with their six month old
daughter, Mary sailed for Canada on April 11th 1841.
The voyage was extremely perilous and took six weeks. They landed in Quebec City and proceeded by
boat to Montreal, Ottawa, Kingston and finally to Bond Head where James found work with other
settlers from 1841 until 1843. After 1843 James and Elizabeth moved to Manvers Township.
In 1849 James’ (2) parents, brother John and sister Rachel along with their families came to Canada as
well and settled nearby. In 1860 they acquired Crown Land in Grey County and the whole family moved
there. Three years later in 1863 James (2), his wife Elizabeth and there ten children moved back to
Clarke Township leaving the rest of the family in Grey County.
My Grandfather, Robert, born in 1862 was the youngest of these ten children.
In 1877 James (2) rented the North half of lots 19 & 20 Clarke Township and split the land between his
three eldest Sons. Lot 17 to my Grandfather, Robert and his brother James Alexander (3). Later Robert
and James (3) bought 104 aces on Lot 16 Concession 1 Clarke Township.
My Grandfather, Robert married Alice Louisa Baskerville and they had four children. Allan Alexander
married Lucie McKay, Gertrude Elizabeth married George Stapleton, Ethal May died at age two and
Gordon Campbell married Theresa McNeil.

My Grandfather was known for having good teams of horses and worked for the township for many
years building roads and bridges for which he would be paid $2.00 a day, $1.00 for each man and $1.00
for each team of horses. Also each Spring after the frost came out the township would pay him for
dragging the roads in his area to smooth out the ruts caused by the vehicles. Over the ears my
Grandfather and my father raised over sixty draft horses which they would sell or trade for farm
machinery if they didn‘t need them at home. They also raised sheep, cattle and pigs.
My Grandmother, Alice died in 1919 and my Grandfather, Robert died in 1946. Uncle Allan became a
Public School Inspector in Northumberland County and later in Peel County. Aunt Gertie and Uncle
George farmed near Newtonville and my father Gordon and mother Theresa took over the family farm
after my grandfather died and Uncle Allan got the farm on Lot 16 Concession 1 Clarke.
I married Marilyn Bath in 1955 and we have three sons, Thomas, Donald and Gregory. From these three
sons we have nine grandchildren. Our sons Thomas Gordon and Alec Donald were the last two Martins
to live at the farm on Lot 17 Concession 1 Tom’s oldest son Kevin is the 6th Generation Martin to livein
Clarke Township now Clarington and all our 9 grandchildren are the 7th generation Martins to live in
Durham County, now Durham Region.
In 1958 the 401 highway passed through my parents farm and split it in two. This made it hard to
maintain the farm, so my parents sold the farm and moved to Bowmanville. Marilyn and I had been
living on the farm, so we built a house on Stephenson’s Road at Lot 23 Concession 1. The last remnants
of the farm buildings on Lot 17 were removed in later years when Ontario Hydro built a high tension
line right through the property and removed all the buildings.
I would like to thank my Uncle Allan Alexander Martin and cousin Bob Martin for doing the research
on the Martin Family Tree. Also I would like to thank my Cousin Arthur Alexander Martin for putting
the Family Tree together.
Alec Gordon Martin
*********************************

The Oldest House
By

Myno Van Dyke
For a number of years now, I have made it a habit to show up Tuesday mornings at the Historical Society
Room. I do this because I find it a wonderful experience and of course, manage to learn something every
time I go. One Tuesday, when I was alone in the room, a visitor dropped by and asked this question.
“Where is the oldest house in Newcastle?” I gulped, looked out the window to see if my mentor, Ken
Stephenson, was coming in and when there was no sign of him, I had to admit, I had no clue.
Shortly after, Ken arrived. I asked him the question, he paused briefly, stared at the floor, then the ceiling
and said “The Old Wallbridge House”. This house was built “about 1819” and is still standing but no one
lives there.

Elijah Wallbridge, born in New York State in 1752, came to Canada, settling in the the Bay of Quinte
region. They had ten children and one of them was Asa E. Wallbridge, (1782-1860). Asa married Hannah
Every in 1809 at Roxbury, New York. About 1816,
they came to Newcastle settling on the Danforth
Road (now King Ave. or Hwy #2) just east of Arthur
Street. They owned a large tract of land that ran
from the lake to the 3rd Concession. The family first
resided in a log cabin across the road while the new
house was being built on the south side. This new
home had a huge central chimney which had six
fireplaces connected to it. There was even an oven
for baking bread in the cellar as well as one in the
kitchen. It is not certain exactly when the house was
completed but it was deeded in 1819. They had eight
children and the house was passed on to their
youngest son Asa Fobes Wallbridge. He remained a An early photo of the Wallbridge House circa 1900
bachelor and when he died he passed the house on to
his sister’s family, Hannah and Leonard Thompson. Their daughter
Sarah Ann Thompson, who also never married, lived there with her
cousin, Annibel (known as Annie) Swim. On January 28th, 1941
something terrible happened in the house.
Each cold morning, either the 93 year-old Sarah or her 76 year-old
cousin, Annie would open the large stove door in the living room and
clean out the ashes with a large fire shovel. On this particular morning,
a burning ember dropped onto either Annie or Sarah’s clothing and set
them on fire. A neighbour to the east noticed the glow of flames in the
house and rushed over but it was too late. Both Sarah and Annie were
pronounced dead by the end of the day. The house suffered minor
damage, mostly smoke.
Sarah did leave
a will but had
left the house to
her cousin
The actual stove where the fire
A n n i e .
started. From a newspaper clipping. Unfortunately,
Annie had no will or no immediate family other than
a nephew in Texas. The house was eventually sold
to Harry & Louise Jose and it was rented until 1949.
From about 1950 to 1958, the Louise operated a Bed
& Breakfast in the home and it was called Gladibrae
Tourist Home. When the 401 highway was built,
the traffic on Highway Two slowed dramatically and
the Bed & Breakfast was closed. Numerous inside

Sarah Ann Thompson’s 90th birthday at the Wallbridge House. L/R
Mrs. Wallace Holmes,Mrs. (Dr.) J.A. Butler, Mrs. J.H. Jose, Mrs. F.W.
Bowen, Mrs. W.H. Gibson, Mrs. H. Rowland (Hilda Tamblyn’s
mother), Miss E. Holmes (Mrs. Rowland’s sister).

renovations were made to the house over the years and in 1977 Harry died unexpectedly. His wife, Louise
lived there until her death in 1987. Their son Doug, who lives in Nebraska, USA, inherited the home and
eventually it was sold to developers. The house has not been lived in since 1987.
The house certainly has historical significance. Rev. Anson Green, a Methodist circuit rider, born in
Middleburgh, New York, and came to Kingston in 1823. On November 4, 1824, Green met a group at the
Wallbridge home and a Methodist congregation was officially formed there. Church services were later held
in a school house on the west side of Baldwin Street just south of King. It was not until 1846 that the first
Methodist church was built in the village on the
corner of Church and Emily Streets.
Today this house is in a state of disrepair.
Surrounded by new homes under construction, it is
presently owned by the developer of the
subdivision, Dunbury Homes and used as their
“Customer Service” depot. It appears to be used
mainly for storage. Some of the windows are
broken and have not been repaired. It is not known
what the plans for the house are but many assume it
is scheduled for demolition. Hopefully someone
will save it.
References:
The Wallbridge House as it appears today
•
“Out of the Mists” Helen Schmid, Sid
Rutherford (1975)
• “From Saddlebags to Seventy Five” Marion Rickard Farr (1975)
• “The Townships of Darlington & Clarke” Professor John Squair (1927)
• Family information from Francis & Erla Jose

This is the last opportunity to get your copy of
Out of the Mists, A History of Clarke Township
A limited reprint is available, either at the Historical Society Room on Tuesday
mornings, or from Helen Schmid in Orono (905-983-5837). Be also advised that if you
already have a copy, and your dust jacket is torn or otherwise in poor shape, Helen has
them available at $3.00 each. The new dust jackets have a coating making them more
durable.

Wm. RICKARD, M.P.P.
Submitted by Helen Schmid

The writer thought it would interesting for
newsletter recipients to read about politics back
in the horse and buggy days of 1902. But first, a
little background about the man, his family and
his interests.
When his parents, John Rickard and
wife Maria (Parsons) left England
in 1847 they were living in
Northcott Hamlet which lies in
Devonshire but forms part of the
Cornish parish of Boyton. The
River Tamar is the boundary
between Devon and Cornwall,
separating the village of Boyton
from Northcott Hamlet.
William was born in Northcott
Hamlet in 1843, and was a small
child when the family left England.
The family first resided in
Darlington Township and then
moved a mile, more or less, in 1848 to the east
in Clarke Township to what is known as
Kilcolman, the Lovekin farm, lot 35, concession
1. The Collector's Roll of 1854 for Clarke and
the Assessment Roll of 1857 show the family
residing on the Lewis Wilmot farm, lots 33/34,
Concession 2. It wasn't until the 1 860s that
John purchased a farm in Darlington. At least
three of the Rickard sons had farms in Clarke
township - William, John Jr. and Samuel.
William at first worked for some time with his
father, but at age 21 gave up farming and
became engaged in the drug business with
Northrop and Lyman in Newcastle. This lasted
about nine years. During this time, in 1870, he
married Helena McCoy. This union produced
four children: Mabel, Willie and Katie all died
young of scarlet fever and diphtheria; daughter
Edith married Dr. Ernest Allin, a dentist. On
William's return to the soil in 1875 he bought
the Ivory farm, lot 30, concession 1, near

Newcastle Village. In addition he founded a
coal business in 1882, carrying on until his
death in 1921. Although a busy man, he was
Postmaster from October 1st 1896 until April
29th 1902. He was keenly interested in fruit
growing, apples and small fruits, especially
raspberries.
Mr. Rickard carried on an extensive
export trade. The Canadian
Statesman of October 16, 1901
mentions that he had forwarded to
the Horticulture Building at the Pan
American Exposition, a choice
selection of Canadian Fall and
Winter apples--- Alexander,
Wagener, Spy, Ben Davis,
Blenheim Pippin, Greening,
Fallawater, Stark, Baldwin, Golden
Russett, etc. Of course there is
nothing to indicate whether he grew
all of these varieties himself. We
know that our area was known for
its orchards. Another Canadian Statesman of
that year gives the names of four other local
orchardists: Richard Osborne on concession 2
with 10 acres; William Gibson with 30 acres;
Allin Brothers with 3 acres; A. Gamsby, Orono,
with 12 to 15 acres.
POLITICS In public life Mr .Rickard became
involved in municipal affairs as Newcastle
Village Councillor, becoming Reeve in 1896.
On January 22, 1901 he was elected Warden of
the United Counties of Northumberland and
Durham. From 1902 to 1904 he represented
West Durham in the Ontario Legislature as a
Liberal, and was defeated in the 1905 election
by 121 votes to the Conservative, J.H. Devitt.
Sources: Various newspaper clippings; The Rickards of
Shaws by Marion Farr, 1990; Out of the Mists, A History
of Clarke Township 1976

Mr. Wm. Rickard, M. P. P.
For West Durham
-------------------------------------------------Celebrating the Victory
When the figuring was done and the
magnificent majority of 110 for Rickard was
announced deafening were the cheers from a
thousand pair of lungs.
A little later when Mr. Rickard arrived from
Newcastle he was greeted with cheers of
victory from the door steps and shop doors.
The boys mounted him in an arm chair and
carried him through King street and soon as a
procession could be organized the Dominion
Organ & Piano Co. Band was secured,
horsemen led the crowd and with the victorious
William Rickard, M.P.P., Robt. Beith, M.P.,
Dr. J. C. Mitchell, H.W. Renwick, President,
and M.A. James, Secretary of West Durham
Reform Association in the first carriage and a
long line of vehicles and people on foot they
paraded the principal streets, halts being made
at Dr. McLaughlin's and Mr. J.W. Alexander's,
President of the Dominion Organ & Piano Co.,
to serenade them. Returning to the town hall
corner Mr. Rickard thanked the electors for the
splendid victory they had won and invited them
all to go to Newcastle the next night to meet
him at his home.
Accordingly on Friday night the electors from
town and country massed on the Market Square
here at 7 p.m. and headed by the Dominion
Organ & Piano Co.'s band, formed in
procession and proceeded to Newcastle, Mr.
Rickard's home, marshalled by Mr. James Gill
mounted on Harry Cann's champion charger. A

large number of young men on horseback
preceded the band and carried torches. A long
line of carriages and bandwaggon loads made
up one of the largest processions seen in West
Durham in many a day. Another procession
from Orono met the one from Bowmanville and
Darlington, and, reaching Newcastle, filled the
streets. The farm residences along the entire
route were brilliantly illuminated, and some
were gaily decorated too. Almost every
dwelling and shop in the village was
illuminated, and Chinese lanterns swung across
the streets. The citizens certainly did great
honor to their victorious fellow citizen. After
parading the streets a halt was made before Mr.
Rickard's residence, where a tremendous crowd
packed the streets as far as voice could reach.
The Orono band was on hand and gave
alternate selections with the town band.
Short congratulatory speeches were made from
the balcony by Messrs. D.B. Simpson. K.C.,
Robert Beith, M.P., Dr. J.C. Mitchell, H.F.
Hunter, barrister, and a rattling good speech by
Mr. Rickard himself.
Lunch and coffee was afterwards served to the
crowd, when all dispersed after rousing cheers
for the new M.P.P., the Ross Government, Mr.
Robert Beith, and the King. The celebration
was declared a splendid success.
Canadian Statesman June 4, 1902

The following page is a sample of the 1888 Collector’s Roll for the Village of Newcastle. It was
transcribed by Dorothy Brown in 2001 and resides with the society in it’s original form and also,
thanks to Dorothy in digital media.
I was unable to include the taxes portion due to lack of space.
Editor
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