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Newcastle Village and District Historical Society  

Newsletter Winter 2018 - Issue # 130 

From the  President 

As I write this, Spring is officially around the corner, yet flurries persist !   As the old ball player said, Its not over until its over ! 

On Tuesday, March 27, our Annual General Meeting will be held in the Historical Room, Main Floor, Newcastle Community Hall at 
7PM.   All members are most welcome to attend and enjoy cookies and cider!   There is usually a “show and tell” at the end of the 
meeting where individual members present artifacts or papers and explain the significance behind them.   Since it is our AGM, members 
present will be asked to approve a slate of Directors to serve on the Board for the period March 28, 2018 to March 27, 2019.   As of this 
writing, all nine currently serving Directors have indicated a desire to serve for the forthcoming Society year.  One Directorship remains 
open, so I would encourage any member to step forward and stand for election as a Director.   Let me know in advance if you wish to be 
considered by the membership for a Directorship on the Board.   We expect Directors to take part in the pleasant work of the Board and 
to make a commitment of their time to attend Board meetings and other events in which your Society participates.   My e-mail address 
is:  robertmalone@hotmail.ca.   As a matter of parliamentary procedure, I will call for nominations from the floor at the meeting, as well. 

 As dictated by our Constitution, Officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer) are appointed by the Board, usually at its 
first Board of Directors meeting following the AGM.  This year, there will be a change in three of those roles; I will inform you of those 
proposed changes at the AGM. 

 Our plan this year is to once again have two feature speakers, one in early April and the other in early October.  A notice to members 
will advise you of the speakers, their topic and time/dates.  This information will be covered in our Newsletters. 

As you know from previous Newsletters, we were disappointed in the negative response we received from the Federal agency responsi-
ble, two years running, to our application for a grant.  That money was intended to finance a relatively modest but important project to 
convert our records (photos, documents, historically significant letters, etc.) to an appropriate data base so that, in future, members and 
the public at large would be able to access this information electronically.  With our “never say die” attitude, the Board will explore oth-
er avenues of winning a grant, including engaging representative politicians to support future applications.   The amount we applied for 
at approximately $15,000, so it any members and/or their companies would like to provide support, it would be greatly appreciated and 
appropriately recognized. 

 You may have noticed in our last Newsletter, we adopted a new logo style for the Society.  It appears 
on this Newsletter, as well.   Credit for this fine piece work falls to Paddy Duncan, a Director.   Paddy 
typifies the kind of contribution Directors make to the on-going growth and well-being of your Society. 

So far this, we have participated in the Sports and Leisure Show at the Rickard Center.  We plan to 
participate in a number of forthcoming events during the year, including the plan mentioned in the 
last Newsletter of group or organized individual visits to the Historical Room for a brief introduction to 
your Society and what’s ahead.  These visits would include a tour of key parts of the historic (1923) 
Community Hall itself.  Building management has confirmed to our secretary, Myno Van Dyke, their 
willingness to permit such tours. 

 I do enjoy talking to you through our Newsletter ! 

Regards 

Bob Malone, 

We now have a world-class web 
site,  member, Paddy Duncan has 
worked hard on this and it looks 
great.  We can now accept dona-
tions and membership renewals 
on the site. Check it out at 
www.newcastlehistorical.ca  you 
will be impressed.  

Remember the Annual 

General Meeting on 

March 27th in the Histor-

ical Room at 7 pm. As 

always  we will have re-

freshments and  Show 

and tell. 

General Meeting  April 10th. 7 pm in 

the Centennial Room. Free Admittance 

and refreshments  Peter Klose will re-

late his research on the 

Beach's. whose tombstones rest along 

Hwy 115. Peter is a past member of 

the Abandoned Cemetery Board  

mailto:robertmalone@hotmail.ca
http://newcastle.historical.ca/


 

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society Newsletter # 130                                                                                                 Page # 2    

Toms IGA 

By Myno Van Dyke 

 

Toms IGA in Newcastle was one of the first IGA 

stores in Canada.  During the Second World War, 
Howard Toms worked at the 

Munitions Plant in Ajax.  In 
1945, Howard and his wife 

Grace (Smith) purchased the 
“Coulson Block” from Mrs. 

Cowie in 1946. They also 
purchased the General Store 
business next door from Mr. 

Ward and continued his gro-
cery and dry goods business.  

Howard and Grace had three 
daughters; Mary 

(Wallace), Marjorie 
(Paterson) and Jean 

(Wagar) who all worked in store.  The 
family lived in a house at the back of the 

store.    The three daughters learned the 
trade by sorting out produce, making 
change and selling all of the items in the 

store.   Marj said that she had to weigh 
the sugar and cookies and was working 

there when ladies’ nylons had to be rationed. 

Howard Toms joined IGA (Independent Grocer’s 
Alliance) in 1951, the same year IGA was found-

ed in Canada.  It was originally started in 1926 by 
a Chicago, Illinois accountant, J. Frank Grimes.  

Guidance from the IGA management came in the 
form of marketing and access to a consistent sup-

ply chain. After a few years, the company began 
making its own canned food brand.  By the end of 

its first year, the group had expanded to include 
more than 150 retailers in Canada using the IGA 
name. 

In Canada, Ray Wolfe is considered the “Father 

of IGA”.  He was President of the Ontario Produce 

Company and then in 

1949 acquired Osha-

wa Wholesale Ltd. The 

larger grocery chains 

were bypassing whole-

salers and Wolfe be-

lieved that IGA was 

the model needed to 

help Canadian inde-

pendent grocers compete against the buying pow-

er of the large chains. He formed a partnership 

with the Chicago based IGA.   This alliance intro-

duced the then revolutionary idea of “franchising” 

to Canada.  There were only eight “franchised 

wholesalers” in Canada and each wholesaler had 

a group of stores that they supplied with “dry gro-

ceries”.  Wolfe’s distribution company, Oshawa 

Wholesale, franchised fifty-five independ-

ent grocery stores to IGA in 1951. One of 

them was Howard Tom’s store in New-

castle.   

The agreement insisted that retailers like 

Toms, purchase all of their dry groceries from 

Oshawa Wholesale.  If the wholesaler did not 

have “perishables”, like strawberries or apples in 

season, they could be purchased elsewhere.  IGA 

also had a “Meat Program” but wholesalers could 

also buy meat locally.  It had to be “Red or Blue 

Brand” and only from cattle weighing more than 

500 pounds.   It appears that the retailer did not 

have to pay a franchise fee but did have to com-

mit to paying a “Service Management Fee” of 3% 

to 4.7% of dry grocery purchases.  Retailers like 

Howard Toms would have to mail a “blank 

cheque” with their Saturday grocery order. Then, 

the wholesaler’s office would fill in the correct 

amount, wait two days and deposit the cheque.   

The store was also charged “one-half of 1%” of 

store sales for advertising.  At the time there were 

82 newspapers that advertised IGA stores and 

included a number of National promotions.  

Howard’s daughter, Marjorie, said she thought 

that since their store was already purchasing sup-

plies from Oshawa Wholesale, it was an easy 

transition to move to IGA.   In 1951, a loaf of 

Ray Wolfe 

Howard and Grace Toms 
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bread was 12 cents, a quart of milk was 20 cents 

and a dozen eggs cost 72 cents.   Hamburger 

was 68 cents a pound and a pound of apples 

cost 11 cents.   Local farmers brought their pro-

duce to Toms’ store but after they became part of 

IGA this was frowned upon, Marj stated.   Marj 

said that Ray Wolfe would visit the store regular-

ly.  She said, “He was a very pleasant man, just 

an ordinary guy”. 

Marjorie married Murray Paterson in 1952 and 
soon after, Murray, who worked at CIBC in New-

castle for 6 years, joined the business.  They 
needed to expand and took over Keith Aiken’s 
appliance store next door.    Howard looked after 

the store and his wife Grace, was the bookkeep-
er.   Robert “Bud” Wagar, worked at General Mo-

tors in Oshawa and married Howard and Grace’s 
daughter, Jean, in 1955.  Bud quit GM and joined 

Murray to run the store.  In 1957, they needed to 
expand again and they moved the “dry goods” 

west, taking over Lorne Johnston’s drug store.    
Howard and Grace lived in an apartment at the 

back of the grocery store with three bedrooms 
and a bathroom upstairs.  Howard passed away 
in 1960 and the following year Murray and Marjo-

rie took over the clothing stores and Bud looked 
after the groceries.   Grace continued to work at 

the store.  She would be seen every morning 
around 7 a.m. sweeping off the sidewalk in front 

of the store.  She died suddenly in 1979.  She 
was on her way outside to do some sweeping.   

In 

1961, a new cement addition, for meat storage, 

was added at the back and the windows of the 

residence were bricked in.  By 1965, the decision 

was made to incorporate a separate ladies’ cloth-

ing shop, so they purchased the Baskerville’s 

Grocery store at the west end of the building.  

They made a large opening between the build-

ings to connect it to the rest of the store.    Jean 

rejoined the company when the children started 

public school.  She had gone to business school 

and took over the bookkeeping.  The store re-

tained the name Toms and Sons Ltd.  This was 

an interesting development since Howard and 

Grace had no “sons”.   In 1983, Ron and Judy 

Hope took over the area where the Ladies Wear 

was and ran Hope’s Video and also the Sears 

Order Office. 

All four worked hard in the business .Murray sold 

carpets and men’s clothing, Marjorie managed 

the Ladies’ Wear, Bud managed the IGA store 

and Jean was the Business Accountant.  The 

store also sold paint and wallpaper, shoes and 

boots.  All under one roof.   Almost like a Wal-

Mart today.   

By 1983, Murray and Marj and Bud and Jean 

were ready to retire.  Jack Chard took over as 
Manager.  In 1988 the business was sold to 

Gyaltsan family.   Ron and Judy Hope purchased 
the “Stedman’s Store” on King East from Howard 

and Kay Quinney.  They moved their Sears Order 
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Office and Video store there too and took over 
the Stedman’s franchise. Wallace Couch re-

mained in the store with the Gyaltsans and in 
1996 retired after working there for 35 years. In 

1999, the IGA was moved to a new store on 
King East, once part of the J. Anderson Smith 

Property and previously Massey Manufactur-
ing.    Now there Now there was 25,000 square 

feet with a full delicatessen and an on-site bak-
ery.  Later the IGA stores were taken over by 

Sobey’s and the store name was changed to 
“Foodland”.  The old Toms IGA became a 
hardware store. 

In Canada (apart from British Columbia), IGA is 
now a group of independent grocers supplied 
by Sobeys, which franchises the name. Ac-

quired by Sobeys as part of its purchase of the 
Oshawa Group Ltd., it now operates primarily 

in Quebec. The IGA operations in Atlantic Can-
ada were sold to Loblaw Companies Limited 

(except for Edmundston, New Brunswick) and 
were restructured under its existing brands. 

The company-owned stores west of Quebec 
now mainly operate under the Sobeys banner. 

In Ontario, Sobeys forced franchise-owned IGA 
stores to convert to the Foodland banner, and 
announced the closure of the IGA program in 

Ontario. There are, however, many IGA stores 
still operating in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 

Alberta. 

Robert “Bud” Wagar, passed away, in his 79
th
 

year on November 10, 2011. He was a well-

respected volunteer hockey coach and a Past 
President of the Newcastle & District Chamber 

of Commerce.   His wife, Jean passed away 
April 11, 2016 in her 80th year. Ross “Murray” 

Paterson died October 22, 2015 in his 87
th
 

year.  He served on Newcastle Village Council, 

local School Board and was active in the Lion’s 
Club and a number of other groups.  

Both the Paterson and Wagar families had an 

ongoing deep involvement in the community.  
This also helped to foster not only strong rela-

tionships but customer loyalty.  They had great 
business sense and recognized the concept of 
“one-stop shopping” long before stores like 

Walmart and Giant Tiger appeared in Canada.  
They also had the Sear’s Catalogue office in 

their store which was really not much different 
than the online type of shopping by companies 

like Amazon today.  Sears offered an incredible 
amount of items, offering mail or store...  They 

also were part of the first “Franchising” efforts 
in the Canadian grocery business.  I 

Now, with the present shift to massive changes 

like “on-line” shopping and “scan and go” in the 
stores. I am sure that the Toms family would 

have had that all organized by now.  
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AN INTERESTING LOOK AT OUR NEIGHBOUR WESLEY-

VILLE FROM THE PORT HOPE EVENING GUIDE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographs show:  Above, Wesleyville United Church: left, Mrs E J Bar-

rowclough: centre, Rev W E Honey, pastor of the church: right Mrs. Ar-

nold Austin, President of the Young People’s organization, which is doing 

a great work in the village, and under whose auspices the meeting last 

week was held  

from The Weekly Guide May 19, 1933 - pg1 

A LARGE GATHERING HELD IN THE WESLEYVILLE UNITED CHURCH, a few 

miles west of Port Hope on the lake shore, a complete history of the village was given 

in an historical sketch last week.  The success of the enterprise was due in large part to 

the work of Mrs E J Barrowclough, who gathered the data.    

Continued on next page 

http://porthopehistory.com/newspapers2/wgmay191933/page1.html
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from The Weekly Guide May 19, 1933 - pg6  

VILLAGE EARLY DAYS RECALLED 

Historical Sketch Of Interest Presented At Wesleyville 

Meeting Tuesday  

From the time the village of Wesleyville was Inhabited by 

Indians and up to the present day, was recounted in an 

historical sketch presented at Wesleyville on Tuesday 

night. The meeting was conducted by the Wesleyville 

United Church Young People's Association and a large 

number turned out to hear of the early life of the commu-

nity. The meeting was in charge of Mrs. Arnold Austin, the 

President. The success of the history of the village is due 

Mrs E J Barrowclough, who was given the task of assem-

bling the data. The work took many weeks of preparation 

and Mrs Barrowclough is to be commended on the rec-

ords which were given. 

 

Wesleyville is six miles west of Port Hope on the 

Lakeshore Road. This road was once an old deer path 

which accounts for its winding ways. It followed the lake 

west from Port Hope as far as Bondhead. Kingston high-

way turns north at Port Hope and west at Welcome. "Our 

country has been in turn Indian, French and British. Hu-

rons were all powerful along this shore of Lake Ontario at 

one time, but during the time Canada was owned by the 

French, the Iroquois drove the Hurons out of this region 

and almost out of existence. The Iroquois in turn, were 

succeeded by Mississaugas. Descendants of the latter 

are still living at Rice Lake. In 1668 Sulpician Monks es-

tablished a Mission at Bay of Quinte, then called Ken-

te. They left Lachine on October 2nd and after 26 days 

reached Quinte. They had pumpkins fried in lard for din-

ner and the next day a dish of sunflower seeds and 

maize, called sagmite. That same year Fenelon, one of 

these priests, followed this shore as far as Pickering and 

called it Frenchman's Bay. One of their Mission posts was 

at Ganaraska, now Port Hope. They followed the shore 

both east and west for stray members of their flock. The 

only record of Indian occupation in Wesleyville has been 

found when men plowed the fields. Arrow heads of differ-

ent shapes and, sizes, and flint skinning tools have been 

found on high land on most of the farms here. Then we 

know nothing of this place till Canada ceased to be 

French, and till after the unpleasantness with the Ameri-

can Colonies. Thousands who wished to remain loyal sub-

jects of the King came here and settled along the shores 

of the great system of lakes and rivers. Until this time 

Quebec included all Canada but in 1791 the Constitution-

al Act was passed, dividing it into Upper and Lower Cana-

da. Upper Canada was divided into four districts and this 

section belonged to the Home district. In 1792 Upper 

Canada was divided into nineteen counties.  

 

Northumberland and Durham received their present 

name, being called after counties of that name in Eng-

land. In 1798 Durham was divided into Clarke, Hope, and 

Darlington. In 1802 these two counties were taken from 

the Home District and made into Newcastle District. A jail 

was to be built at Newcastle and until that time a majority 

of justices of the peace could appoint a suitable place to 

hold court. The district jail was finally built at Cobourg 

after 26 years of disagreement. The first surveying of 

Hope Township was done in 1793 but the ague and fever 

made it necessary for the surveyor to return to Newark 

that Fall and finish the work the next Summer. Hope was 

named after Colonel Henry Hope, and Clarke after Gen-

eral Alured Clarke who was Lieut. Governor in 1792. In 

1795 Leonard Soper came to Hope Township but moved 

to Darlington in 1806. While in Hope, he lost a team of 

horses and after they had been gone fifteen months the 

Indians told him where they were. Going to the place he 

found the horse and a young colt but the mare was miss-

ing. There is a story told that the first court ever held in  

the first court ever held in this district was held in Sopor's 

barn and the officials played a game of ball to decide who 

should pay for the dinner. Ephriam Gifford, whose son will 

be mentioned later, acted as constable. The Soper farm is 

now owned by A Holdaway and on the farm now owned by 

Mr Best is the Soper cemetery. A tombstone is there to 

the memory of Leonard Soper who died in 1838. Another 

stone bears the epitaph, "Death is a debt to nature due, 

I've paid mine and so must you. The tombstone maker 

was H Farquharson, Port Hope. Mr Soper made one trip 

by canoe to Kingston to grist mill and several to Nap-

panee. The first settler to come to Wesleyville in 1797 

was Mr Jonathan Brown. He came from Ireland at the 

same time as the Lovekin family, who settled farther 

west.  

 

The Brown family landed on the beach south of the farm 

now owned by George Dinner about a mile west of Wes-

leyville Church. Except for a cleared spot, about one acre 

in size this, section was all densely wooded. This space 

had evidently been used by the Indians as a meeting 

place for many relics were found there, among them a 

hatchet of flint. This space was near the lake on the west 

side of Dinner's farm. For a temporary shelter, Mr. Brown 

made a dug-out in the side of the bank. He had brought 

some pigs with him and made a pen for them nearby. One 

day they saw a bear tearing the logs away from the pen 

and Mr Brown ran for his gun. The powder would not ig-

nite from the flint spark so he called his wife to bring a 

coal from the fire. When he said 'Ready' she dropped the 

coal on the powder. They shot the bear.   

 

The trees here were all beech and maple and from them 

they made a comfortable house with split logs for a floor. 

The trees were cut down in rows and while some were 

being burned others were hauled to the edge of the bank 

to water. The lake was thus used to clear away the un-

wanted trees. After they had been some time, one moon-

light night some of the settlers cut Brown's grain with the 

sickle and stooked it. In the morning Mr Brown saw the 

stooks around the stumps and called to his wife. 'Charity, 

Charity, put some cakes in the byre, the fairies have cut 

the grain' — for they were Irish you know. Fish were plen-

tiful close to shore, J Brown's grandson, T Brown, who 

lives at Port Granby, tells us that they could take a willow 

basket, hold it under a waterfall of a small creek and soon 

http://porthopehistory.com/newspapers2/wgmay191933/page6.html
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get, it full of speckled trout. J Brown had been a whaler 

and later a tailor for the British Army. He brought his har-

poon here with him, one of those which had to be thrust in 

by hand, and then a spring pressed down to release two 

prongs at the point. His wife made homespun cloth from 

which Mr Brown made suits for the settlers who came soon 

after him. He owned the land from, Nichol's corner west, to 

the town line but sold the west portion to Garner Gifford 

for seven bushels of corn. They took their first grain to 

Oshawa by canoe, to be ground into flour. When they visit-

ed their neighbours, the Lovekins, they also went by ca-

noe. J Brown lived to be one hundred and three years old. 

He and his wife are buried on that farm as well as some of 

their family and several Indians. Mr Brown never had his 

hair cut but wore it in a long braid down his back.   

 

Wild animals were common. One night when Hiram Brown, 

son of J Brown, was coming home with a quarter of veal 

on his shoulder, a lynx jumped on the veal. Mr Brown, did-

n't dispute possession but the next morning he found the 

towel which had been around it and traced the cat to a 

hollow stump where she had a family of little kittens. H 

Brown's wife was a Gaige, one of the UEL's. He was one 

of those who helped to draw the brick for the present 

church. One of the girls of J Brown's family married Garner 

Gifford. Their daughter married William Harris, grandson 

of M. Harris, the first man to take up land in Port Hope. 

They lived on the farm now occupied by Mr D Vannatto. 

Garner Gifford's son, William, was a magistrate for many 

years and court was held in the house which is still on the 

Gifford property.  

 

The property west of Brown's was settled by Wallace's 

who came there in 1831. They were adherents of the first 

Presbyterian Church in Port Hope and drove there in a 

wagon to attend services. The Sisson's and Walton's were 

also among the earliest settlers. The farm now owned by 

W. T. Nichols was the Sisson home and Walton's lived on 

the next farm west, now owned by A J Nichols. The old 

Walton house was right near the line fence between their 

two places. A clump of lilacs in still there. During the war 

of 1812-14 the lake shore was the only road to Toronto 

from Kingston. The Walton's could see the red coats and 

glittering bayonets of the soldiers coming over Port Britain 

hill. They were usually quartered Marsh's Inn, Port Britain, 

but one night some of them stayed at Walton's. The next 

morning Mrs. Walton couldn't get across the kitchen to get 

the breakfast — the men were on the floor. They were too 

tired to get up and told her to step right over them. When 

Mr. Walton went out in the morning, he missed two of his 

pigs. He blamed the soldiers for roasting them so the C.O. 

paid for them, in gold. When the soldiers had gone, the 

pigs, returned from the woods where they had been eating 

beech nuts. They tell that when the powder magazine was 

blown up before Gen Sheaffe evacuated Toronto, the re-

port was heard at Walton's. In the field in which Walton's 

house stood, Mr. Nichols found a cannon ball about the 

size of a baseball and weighing four pounds. He also 

ploughed up an old rusty bayonet. It was during this war 

that a keg of gold was supposed to have been buried 

somewhere near Wesleyville.   

 

The present Kingston highway was surveyed in 1815 by 

Captain Danforth and the first mail was carried by mule. 

The side road running along the old Walton farm is about 

two miles east of Wesleyville. The first two farms west of 

this road now owned by Ernest Ball, were part of the fa-

mous clergy reserves. They were first occupied, and the 

buildings erected by Lyall's. In the second field back from 

the Lake shore road and bordering uhe side road, was an 

old salt lick. Salt was spread on the ground under a large 

tree, in which the hunter sat, waited for the red deer and 

had easy hunting. E. Ball's home farm was owned by Gor-

don Walton and from him it passed to Mrs. Ball, Sr, who 

was his sister. The first house was farther north than the 

present one, Revelstoke Manor. When they were boys Al-

bert and Edward used to walk to the highway to watch the 

mail coach come to Marsh's Inn. The property now owned 

by H Austin was for a long time part of the Bee estate. 

Before that it was owned by a man named VanSickler. The 

next farm west is also part of Ball's estate and was long 

owned by Edward Ball. This farm was granted to a Marsh 

girl who was married to a Rice. On this place was Wesley-

ville's first sawmill where the old upright saw was used. In 

the remains of the house may be seen planks 13/4 inches 

thick, standing upright and when it was built first, these 

were fastened entirely by wooden pins. Frank Little kept a 

tavern in the house now owned by Mr H Brooking. There 

was also a tavern where the Post Office now is, called 

'Plough Inn and Drag Out.' The house on the farm occu-

pied by Mr Vannatto was built for a tavern. These three 

were within two miles on the same road. On the same farm 

as the Sopper cemetery a brewery was once in operation. 

It had water from a spring piped to it and if anyone wanted 

to water his horse he was obliged to buy a stronger drink 

for himself. This property was settled by Bests and is still 

owned by Richard Best. The Mounteer family were long 

residents of the farm west of Brooking's. The buildings 

were destroyed by fire in 1931. Different members of the 

Mounteer family acted as local preachers in Wesleyville 

Church. Mr Luke and James Jacobs were two of the early 

settlers in Wesleyville. The farm owned by James Jacobs 

changed owners many times and finally was purchased by 

Beatrice Allen from Mrs. C. Carscadden and sold in small 

lots. The part north of the road is owned by F W Hayden 

but the part south of the road is owned by summer resi-

dents, who call their resort, Redlea Beach. The first build-

ing was done in 1923. John Barrowclough came from Eng-

land and purchased the farm just east of Wesleyville cor-

ner from L. Jacobs in 1847. This land had been granted in 

1801 to Mary Ridley but was secured from her in 1802 by 

Robert Willcocks. E. Barrowclough, son of John, still owns 

the farm. He operates a sawmill forty years ago. In 1800 

there was a tavern on the corner where the post office now 

is. Later, a cobbler lived there and made boots for his 

neighbours. A mechanic named Parker, had a machine 

shop, just west of the present house. There was also a 

blacksmith shop near the same place. This man built a 

threshing mill, field rollers, and may other things. Another 

carpenter, Mr. Palmer, built the house which is now the 

home of T Oughtred, a descendant of a pioneer family. 

Their home was originally back near the old Grand Trunk 
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 track. Three immense poplars once stood just east of the 

church. They were so tall they served as a landmark for 

sailors. Across the road was another blacksmith shop 

owned by Huntington's. Farther down the side road, to-

wards the lake was a little log house where an Irish lady 

could generally be seen at her spinning. This land was 

owned by Squire Potts, who lived farther south on the 

same road. This farm now belongs to Mr. S. Bar-

rowclough. Charles. Meadows came to Hope Township 

early in the last century. He landed at Port Hope before 

the wharf was built and his stock had to swim ashore. He 

settled near Port Hope but later moved to Wesleyville, 

being the first settler on the land now owned by W Mason. 

Stevens and Varcoe cleared the farms now owned by R 

and H Nichols. Part of the land was stony and both of 

these women picked stones day after day carrying them, 

in a sack to the edge of the fields. Parts of the stone fenc-

es are still there. Children of this section attended school 

at Port Granby until, after some disagreement, a school 

was built about half a mile east of Wesleyville. Miss Agnes 

Wallace, who passed away a few weeks ago at the age of 

ninety-seven years, attended this school. She told of be-

ing at school on the day that a woman was killed by light-

ning in the house now owned by V Thorndyke. At that time 

Luke Jacobs lived there and his sister-in-law was sitting in 

a chair with a child in her arms when struck by lightning. 

The child was unhurt.  

 

The same school was either moved to the present site or 

another one built there. In 1800 it was torn down and the 

frame church moved over for a school. This was burned in 

1899 and the present one built the same year. The school 

land was received from Mary Saxby in 1866. A son of 

Squire Potts taught in the old school at one time and Nel-

son Barrowclough, now of Rochester, taught there in 

1869. The present teacher is Bliss G. Coburn. Church ser-

vices were held in the basement kitchen of the Bar-

rowclough home before a church was built. The first 

church was frame and in 1860, was replaced by the pre-

sent one. The contractor who built it was Jaynes, of Port 

Hope. The land on which it was built was given by J Bar-

rowclough and also the land for the cemetery. The trus-

tees at that time were Luke and James Jacobs, Jonathan 

Brand, and J Barrowclough. The tavern keeper joined the 

church on its opening Sunday and the following morning 

poured his supply of whiskey down the road. The first min-

isters came from Cobourg on horseback, one of them 

known as Father Corson. Then Wesley Church became 

part of Canton circuit and, because there were so many 

charges, there was always a young minister to help the 

regular pastor as well as laymen, who acted as local 

preachers. This church was always Wesleyan. About 1883 

when the Bible Christians and Wesleyans united, the Wel-

come circuit was formed, of which Wesleyville is still a 

part with Rev W E Honey as pastor. The first choir leader 

was Abram Bean who lived in Clarke, on the place now 

owned by Mr. Zealand. When he moved away, the minis-

ter, Mr Rupert, wrote a letter, signed by the trustees to E. 

Barrowclough asking him to be choir leader and organist 

about the year 1878. He did so although at that time he 

could only play two tunes — Prayer and Martyn. He con-

tinued his studies with Prof Singleton of Port Hope. For 

twelve years he conducted a choir trained in part singing 

which was able to provide music for the home church and 

to help other churches at special services. During this 

time, the organ which is still used was purchased at Bow-

manville. W. Meadows followed as choir leader. He car-

ried on the work for several years. The present organist is 

Reg Bee, being the third of that family to act in that ca-

pacity. His sisters, Mrs. S Brooking and Mrs. K Bunn, 

were previous organists. The present Bible Class leader is 

Mrs V Thorndyke and in the church's early history, J Bar-

rowclough was class leader for many years. A year ago, at 

the suggestion of Mr Hayden, the church grounds were 

improved and a service held to dedicate the vines which 

were planted and to recall the opening of the church. E 

Abbott, a summer resident who died recently, planted 

vines on the west side of the church shortly after this ser-

vice.  

 

The first postmaster was John Barrowclough. The office 

was first opened about 1875, The present postmaster is T 

Oughtred. This community was once known as Crimea. 

When the church was built it was called Wesley and the 

“ville” was added when the post office was opened. Long 

ago, William Brown, son of Jonathan, went to Decker's 

Hollow with grain to be ground. That night his parents 

thought they heard him returning. When they went to the 

door, the team of oxen stood there with the two -wheeled 

cart but William was not there. They brought in the flour 

thinking the oxen had got away and that he would walk 

home later. He did not return and the next morning he was 

found on the road near where Roy Nichol's house now is. 

He had been killed by a blow dealt on the back of his 

head, On the morning following a quarrel in Little's tavern 

a man was found dead on the road just east of the tavern. 

His horse was standing with bridle rein thrown over Rice's 

fence. The verdict returned was 'Accidental death.' Abe 

Young, a man who once lived west of Wesleyville, left 

home one day and did not return. It was believed he was 

murdered. People thought they knew where and by whom, 

but his body was never found nor was the manner of his 

death ever proven. In those days it was hard to get evi-

dence and the murderers at these three men were never 

arrested.  

THE  
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Found in the Archives 

The following is a recipe that was found in the back of a little booklet, Massey Manufacturing Company, Har-

vesting Machinery, Farmers’ Pocket Companion, 1889.  It seems the farmer’s wife took over the little book-

let, that was full of useful information (writing cheques, leasing land, etc) as well as advertising their own 

products.  There were blank pages in the back, especially suited for recording recipes!  Here’s one of them.... 

 

French Pickles 

 

Take one peck of green tomatoes 

Slice them and sprinkle salt between the layers and let them stand over-

night. 

Drain well and put them on the fire and scald them well in weak vine-

gar, then drain again. 

Then add 2 quarts of strong vinegar and  

1 lb sugar 

2 tbsp of curry powder 

2 tbsp tumeric powder 

2 tsp cinnamon 

2 tsp cloves 

2 tsp of allspice 

2 tsp of mustard 

Simmer all together half an hour with 6 or 8 large onions that you par-

boiled with a little salt. 

Seal into sterilized jars and boil in a canning pot. 

This large recipe would last a family all winter! 

 

While on the subject of things Historical, I want to introduce our new 

banner.  It will represent us at the events we attend, such as Orono Fair, 

and will announce us in the foyer of the Community Hall every Tuesday 

and Saturday morning. 

 

Don’t forget that the history room is open every Tuesday and Saturday 

morning - 9:30 -12:00 noon.  The coffee is always hot and we might be 

able to find a cookie or two to go with it!  The chat is always friendly 

and interesting! 

See you there! 
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Annual Fees for Members -  

Single Membership (one vote):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.  

Family Membership (two votes):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Corporate membership (one vote):  

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  

Annual fees for calendar year $25.  

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter  

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987-

5482, or e-mail at shortboxchev@gmail.com or by regular mail. 

Renewals be cheque  may sent to: 

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7  


