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Newcastle Village and District Historical Society  

Newsletter Spring 2017 - Issue # 127 

                                                                                        PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

W 
e are beyond the middle of May, so let’s hope we will be blessed with more pleasant weather and higher tem-
peratures ! 

On an unhappy note, we just received word from the Federal Government that our application for a grant has, 
for the second year in a row, been denied.    This, despite encouraging words from Federal bureaucrats, after 

the denial last year, that we should apply once again.   Reasons for the denial are not provided so the whole thing remains 
a mystery – this in the face of a lot of work in preparing our applications with great precision and exhausting detail in each 
of the two years.    

The grant would have enabled your Society, working with Durham College, to electronically capture our records ( histori-
cal letters, agreements, wills, photos, and so on ), then to make our data more readily available to scholars, students and 
the general public. 

We will, of course, soldier on and explore other options to fund this worthwhile project, including the possibility of finding 
corporate sponsors.   And, while other Government grant opportunities will be looked at, we will attempt, as far as possi-
ble, to seek some assurance that any other applications have a reasonable chance of success and not simply serve as a 
“make work” projects for bureaucrats. 

Our plans are moving ahead for HERITAGE DAY, an event created and hosted by your Society.   It will be held in the main 
hall of the Newcastle Community Hall from 10AM until 3PM on June 25, 2017.   This is a free event and all members and 
families will be most welcome.   Long established families in Newcastle and surrounding areas are encouraged to present 
family photos, documents, artifacts, etc.    We will provide each family with a table and chairs for their display.    The last 
time such an event was held by the Society was a great success, so we are looking for really active participation on that 
day. 

Work continues on the development of a comprehensive website.     As well, as we raise our profile, the Board felt it ap-
propriate to create a new logo style.    We expect to choose a new logo at our Board of Directors meeting in June.  

After the success of our General Meeting held on April 11 where were treated to a journey thru the “science” of DNA 
tracking heritage by a very capable speaker, we plan on another General Meeting on October 3.    Arrangements for our 
speaker on that date are now being finalized and I will advise you of the details in the next Newsletter. 

As President, the Board has requested that I seek to secure a professional to conduct our annual audit.   If any one of our 
members is so qualified and is willing to undertake the job of Auditor on a pro bono basis, I would be very grateful to hear 
from you.   My e-mail address is:   robertmalone@rogers.com.    The work is nowhere akin to a General Motors audit !! 

At our Board meeting on May 9, Myno Van Dyke was appointed Secretary.   I was appointed President at the same meet-
ing.   Each of us will hold office for a term of two years.   Both of us share an unwavering commitment to the Society and to 
its mission. 

Finally, last year, your Society played a leading role in what proved to be the most successful Doors Open event ever 
since its creation seven years ago.  The event experienced well over 8,000 recorded 
visits to designated historic buildings, homes and sites in NEWCASTLE.    This year’s 
event will be held in KENDAL starting at 10AM on June 10, 2017, and all are encouraged 
to attend this exciting and informative, free event.    Your Society, as a member of the 
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, is assisting with promotion of the event.    Bro-
chures with photos and descriptions of the fifteen properties included in this year’s 
Doors Open are available in your Historical Room in the Newcastle Community Hall or on 
the service counter of the Foodland Supermarket. 

 

Regards, 

 

Bob Malone, 

President 

mailto:robertmalone@rogers.com
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Musings and other interesting comments 

by Sher Leettoose 

I 
 was going through some back issues of the Newsletter the other day 

(trying to put some order in our collection of nuggets) and came across 

some interesting titbits that I thought you might like to remember.... 

In September of 1998 the Society was on hand from 1 pm to 4 pm at St. 

George’s Cemetery to do cemetery tours.   For those who haven’t been there, 

there are some “worthies of the past” buried there.  Perhaps we ought to do a 

tour day again! 

In the November/December 1995 edition of the Newsletter, Director of the Soci-

ety, Mabel Goode was profiled.  I remember spending good times with Mabel 

talking about the past and what her ancestors had done.  In part of the profile it 

said..... “All of us who travel highway 2 know Mabel’s first home... the house that 

had all the vines, the 2nd house west of where the Crago Market - now gone - sold 

strawberries, tomatoes, corn, pumpkins, apples and apple juice.  The house was 

built in 1828 and the Bemis family lived here at one time.”  Who remembers the 

old house and the Market? 

In the December 1994 edition was a short article about the forming of the Bond 

Head community.... 

“NOTICE.... All persons who have applied for or are desirous of purchas-

ing town lots in the plot lately laid out in the Township of Clarke on lot number 27 

and lot number 28, are requested to meet at Clark’s Inn on Wednesday the 20th 

inst. At 10 o’clock, when the proprietors will attend and be prepared to conclude 

sales to intended purchasers. 

One of the proprietors will attend at the same place the first and third 

Monday of each month to transact business connected with the interest of the 

contemplated Town of Bond Head and the harbour building there. 

Cobourg Star, Nov. 6, 1839 

While rummaging among the old newsletters I also found an old Newcastle Quiz.  

Here’s one of the questions.....  “The flag pole at the Community Hall was a gift 

from whom?” 

Here’s an idea.... answer that quiz question and bring it to the Society’s 150th 

Heritage Day on June 25th, with the correct answer and we’ll put your name on 

the Newcastle List of Intelligent Citizens list and file the list away in the drawer 

for future generations to find in about 20 years and write about it in a newsletter!  

What goes around, comes around! 

Sher Leetooze, Director/Treasurer, Curator’s Committee 

sherleetooze@gmail.com   

 

Page 1 of this issue sports 

a new logo which has re-

cently been approved in 

principle by the Board of 

Directors. Further embel-

lishments may be made to 

it in the future, but the de-

sign has been approved. 

The logo was designed by 

member Paddy Duncan. 

Paddy is also working on 

a new webpage for the 

society. She has designed 

other webpages with 

much success, so we are 

looking forward to seeing 

our new and improved 

page, which will include a 

link to all our past news-

letters. 

On page 3, this issue in-

cludes the final portion of 

the article Newcastle- 

Netherland Immigrants 

carried over from the last 

newsletter. This portion 

was written in third per-

son by Henry DeJong eld-

est son of Jacob and Dor-

othy. 

Page 5 sees Myno Van-

Dyke putting “pen to pa-

per” again to explore the 

first settlers in Darlington 

and Clarke with some in-

teresting facts. 

Page 7 Myno explores Wil-

mot Creek and area and 

comes up with some great 

stories. 

Page 9 Another fire on 

King St Newcastle 

Page 10 Society infor-

mation 
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Our Immigration Experience 

By Henry DeJong 

A 
fter WWII many Netherlands immigrated to other 

countries, such as Australia, South Africa, North 

America, New Zealand and Canada. 

In 1952, the family of Jacob and Dorothy DeJong 

set out to immigrate to Canada.  Many Friesians chose Cana-

da to make their new home. 

This is a short story of their experiences.  Why did we decide 

to move to Canada? 

Not for myself mainly, but for our children and for a better 

life for all of us. 

I had a good job in Holland, then went into the military and 

ended up in a factory.  Our eldest son Henry (Hendrik) was 

working at a factory in our town of Ylst, at Nooitgedacht.  

John (Johannes) worked at the Bakery of Andela.  It was a 

great undertaking and a challenge for our family but we de-

cided to leave our homeland. 

The situation with Russia became more and more danger-

ous, so for safety reasons for me and my family and a bright-

er future for us all, we decided to immigrate to Canada.  We 

left in May of 1952.  It did not cost us anything, it was fully 

subsidized. 

In Rotterdam we boarded a huge ship (De Waterman) and 

set out across the ocean, with the whole family.  They were: 

my wife Dorothy (Dirkje) five boys and two girls.  They were 

Henry (Hendrik), John (Johannus), Tom (Teunis), Peter 

(Piet), Sid (Sierd).  The two girls were Teresa (Tryntje) and 

Ida (Ida). 

We arrived in Canada, landing at Quebec City, Canada’s 

oldest city.  There were approximately 800 immigrants on 

board.  We all boarded a train which took us to Montreal to a 

large building; from there we all were assigned to our new 

locations.  We were spread all over Canada.   

Our youngest son Sid said to me, “Dad we have to go back 

home”, which of course was not possible. 

We arrived at Kingston but all our goods and belongings 

ended up in Calgary, AB.  After much confusion and re-

organizing things fell into place. 

We finally arrived at the home of Friesian people and stayed 

there for two days after which the “fieldman” found a farmer 

who was willing to hire me.  We were told we could then go 

to the farm assigned to us. 

A great disappointment met us when we arrived there.  The 

“house” in which we were to live had no electricity and no 

water.  An old cook stove was in the kitchen area.  Water 

was pumped out of an old rusty pump outdoors. 

Other Friesian families helped us out with blankets and eat-

ing utensils, etc. 

We slept in the barn that night, in the hay. 

What a situation.  After approximately 5 weeks, things start-

ed to change and improve.  All of our belongings arrived 

from Calgary.  What a relief that was. 

My boss, who lived 30 km away, came to us twice a month 

and paid my wages of $45.00.  My monthly income was 

$90.00. 

I was responsible for 64 cows and their calves, plus three 

horses.  There was very old equipment and machinery on 

the farm to do the haying and other tasks. 

Then summer came and the boys found other jobs, some 

with other farmers and some at a tomato canning factory. 

Finally, we could afford a car.  We bought a 1949 Mercury 

which cost us $1,625.00.  I then started monthly payments of 

$100.00. 

After some time the car salesman and I had a falling out and 

my car was picked up again. 

Shortly after, we bought another vehicle. 

Our boys ran the farm at that time and I got a job in con-

struction. 

In the Fall of 1953 we moved to Newcastle where we lived 

for many years. 

We bought a new house for $3,750.00, $300.00 down and 

monthly mortgage payments of $100.00. 

The house was new but needed much work yet, so we lived 

in the basement.  We finished the work on the house in stag-

es.  Our drinking water came from a well, but the well was 

dry quite often.  However, a train station was close by and 

we were allowed to get pails of water there.  It was again 

summertime, and the boys decided to dig a new well at the 

north side of the house.  My boss lent me a big air compres-

sor and the digging began.  The ground was hard as rock, 

but after much hard labour a hole was dug.  We worked with 

dynamite and the mud shot up as high as the roof and shat-

tered the basement windows. 

The hole of the well was ten metres deep.  The boys said if I 

wanted it deeper I would have to crawl in myself.  They re-

fused. 

I did not want to risk my life either because, at this point, the 

sides could cave in. 

The boys then put in a pipe but there was yet no water.  

Sometime later, however, we were connected to the town 

water system.  What a relief that was.  We then filled the hole 

with garbage and dirt. 

After I had worked for a construction company for some 

time, I became a carpenter, with a bridge building company. 

Four of our boys were employed by General Motors in Osha-

wa, and then John started his business in the house building 

industry. 
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Peter worked with me at the first but then got a job as cook 

in the training school for boys in Bowmanville. 

Our two daughters did well too in the medical profession.  

Teresa became a doctor and married a dentist. 

Ida chose a nursing career and became a registered nurse. 

We were blessed with 15 grandchildren and were enjoying a 

good life and a pension by this time. 

I grew my own potatoes such as Friesian borgees and rood-

stars at a Dutch butcher shop.  In the “Dutch Store” we 

could buy a variety of Dutch products and cheeses. 

For fun and relaxation we formed a club named “Jeugd van 

Vroeger” (Youth of Yesteryear).  We enjoyed each other’s 

company.  We went bowling and had picnics or just visited 

each other. 

There were 40 members in our new club, 35 Friesians and 7 

Hollanders.  We were not however the only Ylsters who lived 

here. 

My wife Dorothy sang in a large choir consisting of singers 

from Toronto, Bowmanville and in between.  This choir was 

quite famous among the Dutch population.  They sang in 

Bolsward, Friesland on one of their trips to Holland.  I re-

member well after the war in 1945, Concordia in Ylst gave a 

concert in a wooden music tent.  After the concert there was 

a request for a solo from the public.  My wife Dorothy 

stepped forward and sang “The Holy City”.  It was well re-

ceived. 

This ends my story of our immigration experience.  Our 

greetings to you all. 

Jacob DeJong - Newcastle    
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The First Settlers in Clarington –

Canadian History in the Making 

By Myno Van Dyke 

Darlington Township 

O 
n October 2, 1794, the first “white” settlers to ar-

rive in Clarington came from the United States.  

John Burk, John Trull and Roger Conat (also spelled 

Conant) were the first to arrive at Barber’s Creek 

(now Bowmanville Creek), Port Darlington on the north shore of 

Lake Ontario.  They came because of “free land”, offered by 

Colonel John Greaves Simcoe who was the Lieutenant Governor 

of Canada.  This proclamation stated that all males over 18 years 

of age could claim two hundred acres of land.  They travelled 

across the Niagara River into Canada and then around Lake On-

tario by boat which followed the shoreline and avoided open 

water.  This way they could easily stop, camp, prepare meals and 

keep an eye on their livestock, two cows and a horse, which fol-

lowed along the shore.   The Lieutenant Governor, Simcoe, must 

have been looking forward to their arrival as he sent a man to 

help them lead their livestock as far as Toronto (then called 

York).  

Some of the first settlers were not even certain where they were 

at first.  For example, Mrs. David Burke’s ancestors immigrated 

from Germany in 1794.  They were brought to Genesee Valley in 

New York State by a Mr. Boursey.  After living there for two 

years, they finally discovered that they were not in Canada.  They 

wrote to Governor Simcoe and described their situation and 

were given a land grant in Markham, Ont.   Boursey apparently 

took them from New York State around Lake Ontario to Mark-

ham by ox and sleigh during the winter. 

After Burk, Trull and Conat landed at Darlington, they started the 

job of building some small log huts.  The insides were plastered 

with mud and the roof was made of bark.   The nearest neigh-

bours that they knew of were about 30 miles west and about the 

same distance east in Port Hope (then called Smith’s Creek).  

There were however, a few First Nations People in the area and 

for the most part they did not get along well.   The First Nations 

People (then called “Indians”) were not happy that the new 

settlers were fishing, hunting and trapping what they considered 

was theirs. 

These early settlers were about sixty miles from the closest mill 

to get their grain and corn ground.  Using a canoe, it would take 

them about two weeks to make the trip.   They had initially 

brought with them coffee grinders and used them to initially 

grind their grain.  They also hollowed out a stump and fabricated 

a large wooden “pounder” as a crude method of grinding their 

grain and corn.   

The Lovekin Family 

Richard Lovekin and his family are considered the first “settlers” 

in Clarke Township.  They left Ireland, sailing from Cork, on Sep-

tember 21, 1795.  They had a terrible trip, strong winds blew 

them off course and after four months they arrived at St. Bar-

tholemew (Carribean?).  Finally on April 9,, 1796, seven weary 

months later, they arrived in New York.  Mr. Lovekin, left his fam-

ily there and hired two “assistants” to start the long trek around 

Lake Ontario to find his 200 acres.   They landed at the mouth of 

“Baldwin’s Creek”, (now Wilmot Creek) south of Newcastle.  

There was a small hut already built at the creek “for the purpose 

of trading with Indians”. 

They constructed a small shack there and cleared some land.  

They cut logs so that they could later use them to construct a 

proper home.  The Lovekins built the first permanent dwelling in 

Clarke Township. 

One evening, they took their boat into the marsh to cut long 

grass, which they used for 

bedding.  While they were 

doing this, they heard 

wolves begin to howl around 

them and became quite 

frightened.   As they were 

rowing to shore there were 

about thirty of forty wolves 

following them along the 

shoreline threatening to 

attack them.  Eventually, the 

frightened group made it to 

their shack and kept a large 

fire going all night to keep 

the wolves at bay.   

During that summer, Richard 

Lovekin cleared some land 

and built a log house.  He 

decided to return to his family and the following spring would 

bring them back with him to their new home.  Lovekin had about 

$150 in silver coins and decided that they were too heavy to take 

with him so he found a hiding place for the money.   He decided 

to place the bag of coins in a hollow tree.  He wrapped them in 

paper, put it in a stocking, attached some string and hung it in 

the hollow tree.  When he returned with his family the following 

year, he found that an old bear was living inside the house.   The 

bear eventually jumped out through a window. 

Richard A. Lovekin 
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He then went out to the hollow tree and he was shocked to find 

the bag of coins was no longer there.  Only the piece of string.  

He felt that the money was lost.  Sometime later he decided to 

cut down the tree and at the bottom of it he found a mouse nest 

with pieces of stocking and paper mixed in with grass and 

leaves.   He took a closer look and underneath he found all of his 

missing coins buried there. 

Richard Lovekin became a permanent citizen in 1801 and was 

appointed Chief Magistrate of the District of Newcastle, which at 

that time was essentially from Cobourg to Toronto.  During the 

War of 1812, he administered the oath to many of the men who 

defended Canada.   Lovekin also insisted that everyone who re-

ceived Grants of Land should also be required to take the oath 

to defend their country.  Also, those who refused to take the 

oath should forfeit their lands. 

The Baldwin Family 

Robert Baldwin and his family arrived in York (Toronto) in 1798 

from Ireland.   In the summer of 

1799, the family arrived with 

seven children, (they had 16 chil-

dren) and travelled by open boat 

along the shore of Lake Ontario 

to Clarke Township. They knew 

the Lovekins and while visiting 

there they decided to purchase 

some land nearby.  They spent 

the winter in a small wooden hut 

with a “bark roof and chimney 

made of sticks and clay”.  This 

required logs being thrown into a 

fire every few hours to keep 

warm.  Baldwin went on to 

hold important offices such 

as Lieutenant of the County 

of Durham, Justice of the 

Peace, Commander of the 

Militia and Commissioner of 

Roads.   

Baldwin would occasionally 

“drill” soldiers at his farm 

and on one occasion his 

daughters had to feed two to 

three hundred men on their annual training day in June.  “They 

had great sugar kettles full of venison soup, roast meat and pies, 

and all sorts of things, and these boors drank terribly and stayed 

all night and about twenty of them stayed for breakfast”.   (from 

p.37 The Townships of Darlington and Clarke, Prof. J. Squair) 

Their eldest son, Dr. William W. Baldwin, was 27 years of age 

and had graduated as a Doctor of Medicine in Edinburg, Scot-

land.  He was determined to practice as a doctor but soon real-

ized that there wouldn’t be much need for a doctor in Clarke 

Township at that time. So, in March of 1801, he moved to Toron-

to and became a lawyer there. Soon after, he became a Judge, 

Treasurer of the the Law Society of Upper Canada and in 1820 

he was elected as a member of Upper Canada’s Parliament.  In 

1844, he became a member of the Legislative Council, or Senate.  

Unfortunately, he died, just a few weeks after his appointment.  

William’s son Robert Baldwin Jr.,(1804-1858) was also a well-

known Canadian politician who established the “Principle of Re-

sponsible Government in Canada” and eventually became “Joint 

Premier” of the Province of Canada for two terms, from 1842 to 

1843 and 1848 to 1851. 

The Wilmot Family 

Samuel Street Wilmot was born 

in New York State in 1773.   He 

moved with his family to New 

Brunswick and when he was 21 

years old moved to Toronto.  He 

met John Steigman (also spelled 

Stegman) who was a surveyor.   

Wilmot worked with Steigman 

as a surveyor and also met and 

married his daughter, Mary. He 

and Stegman were hired by the 

Government of Upper Canada 

to survey the main road be-

tween Kingston and Toronto.  It was constructed by Captain 

Danforth.   The first mail was carried by a mule from Kingston to 

S S Wilmot 

Samuel Wilmot 

Allan Wilmot 
Hon. Robert Baldwin 
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Darlington and if the weather was good, delivery would take one 

to two weeks.   The road was barely passible in spring and fall 

due to mud and ruts.  In winter, sleighs were used.    The mail 

was carried in an open wagon which also carried passengers. 

In 1816, Wilmot purchased 400 acres of land in Clarke Township 

from John Hartwell.   Around 1820, he constructed a home near 

what is now called “Wilmot Creek” and the home was called 

“Belmont”.  In 1821, he was elected as the member for Durham 

in the Parliament of Upper Canada. Samuel was known as 

“Major Wilmot”.  His son, Samuel was born there in 1822.  He 

was also a politician, first elected to Clarke Township Council in 

1859 and later becoming Township Clerk, Deputy Reeve and 

finally Reeve in 1871. 

In 1860, Samuel Jr. began experimenting with the artificial 

breeding of Salmon and by 1866 he had spawned about 15,000 

salmon there. This became one of the first known successful fish 

breeding operations in North America. In 1896, Wilmot utilized 

the creek to produce the first electric power plant in the area, 

selling power to the Village of Newcastle.  Ironically, that same 

year, a fire started in the roof of “Belmont” and the house 

burned down.  The new house, which is still standing, was built 

in 1897.  By 1914, the Fish Hatchery had closed and the location 

was used as a picnic area by locals. Samuel’s oldest son, Allan 

Wilmot (1804-1893) was known as Colonel Wilmot and com-

manded the militia in Clarke Township.  He was also a Justice of 

the Peace and known as “Squire” Wilmot. 

In the Newcastle area we have plaques to honor these early pio-

neers.  Their contributions are courageous and remarkable.  Not 

just for what they did here in our community but for what they 

did for Canada. 

This year, we celebrate 150 years.  These families were not only 

the pioneers but went on to be the builders of our wonderful 

country. 

Ref. The Townships of Darlington and Clarke (Professor J. Squair) 

Ref. Out of the Mists (Helen Schmid and Sid Rutherford) 

History of Wilmot Creek 

By Myno Van Dyke,  

 

W 
ilmot Creek, located just west of 

the Village of Newcastle, is named 

after Samuel Street Wilmot (1822-

1899).   This creek, originally 

known as Baldwin’s 

Creek, has always been 

considered one of the 

finest fishing creeks in 

the Province of Ontario.  

In early times, it was a 

spawning place for salm-

on.  The First Nations 

people and early settlers 

depended on these fish-

eries for their livelihood.  

As late as the 1820’s, 

large numbers of salmon 

could be taken by spearing or clubbing.  By 1850, 

the numbers of salmon were much smaller and it 

was feared that they were doomed to extinction.  

Samuel Wilmot lived beside the creek (just north 

of Hwy #2 and east of Hwy #115/35) and in the 

mid 1860’s he began experimenting with the arti-

ficial breeding of salmon.  He built a large wood-

en trough in his basement and piped water from 

a spring into it to simulate real stream conditions.    

In 1866, he moved the operation out of his base-

ment.  He constructed a small building on the 

banks of the creek so that the water would run 

through it and that year he spawned 15,000 

salmon.  This was considered one of the world’s 

first successful fish breeding operations.    

The Mississauga tribe occasionally inhabited this 

area and apparently they would frequently move 

from place to place. There is very little evidence 

of First Nations People settling in this area, how-

ever we do know that they came here to fish and 

hunt.  They would often fish in Lake Ontario and 

the bountiful Wilmot Creek.  Here they observed 

the spawning habits of the Atlantic salmon long 

before the white settlers arrived and there is no 

doubt that they utilized them to ensure food sup-

plies over the winter.  When the white settlers did 

arrive, the slaughter of 1000 or more salmon per 

night led to serious conflicts with the natives who 

had been quietly fishing there for centuries. 
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According to an article in the Orono News, in Oc-

tober of 1842, a fierce battle took place on the 

banks of the Wilmot with apparently about 500 

men taking part.  The “Indians” won the battle 

with help from 100 “Frenchman” from a lumber 

camp in Hope Township.  Today the Wilmot 

Creek is one of the most popular fishing creeks in 

Canada.  Once again, it is being utilized the way 

the Mississauga tribe envisioned it should be.  

In 1792, the Lt. Gov. of Upper Canada, John 

Graves Simcoe issued a proclamation ordering 

the building of roads and surveying and in that 

same year Augustus Jones surveyed Clarke 

Township. The first white settlers arrived here by 

boat from the United States.  In the summer of 

1796, the Bates and Lovekin families settled on 

land near the mouth of Wilmot Creek.  

James P.Lovekin, son of the original settler Rich-

ard Lovekin, built his home on the same property 

around 1845. It was called “Kilcolman” and can 

be seen today at 196 Lovekin Road.    He was 

the Senior Justice of the Peace for this area and 

a grain merchant. As well, he served on local 

council and was the Township of Clarke Reeve in 

1867.  He also operated a tree nursery on this 

farm known as Kilcolman Gardens.  This was 

originally a one story cottage with the kitchen and 

servants quarters in the basement.  The second 

story was added a few years later and the addi-

tion on the west side in the 1860’s.   A drawing of 

this home appears in the Belden Atlas (p.41).  

The Lovekins were the first family to permanently 

settle in Clarke Township in 1796.   In later years, 

this was the home of the Hon. Richard (Dick) Eric 

Lovekin, a well-known lawyer, Judge and com-

munity worker.  

In 1896, the Wilmot Creek was also utilized for 

Newcastle’s first source of electricity with Samuel 

Wilmot selling power to the Village of Newcastle. 

The original Lovekin property (land grant) ran to 

Lake Ontario and in 1965, Dick Lovekin and his 

brother James, divided the farm into east and 

west halves.  James took the west half, intersect-

ed by Highway #35/115 and Dick took the east 

side, which included the farmhouse and farm 

buildings...  When Max Rice was developing Wil-

mot Creek, he offered a land swap with Dick, tak-

ing his land south of the #401 for the house and 

field across the road.  James initially leased his 

land to Ontario Hydro, which sublet to Wilmot 

Creek and in the late 1980’s sold the land south 

of Hwy 401 to the Rice Group. 

According to Valentine Lovekin, (son of James 

and Newcastle lawyer), if you locate the old 

Lovekin Cemetery at Wilmot Creek, this is rough-

ly where the original home built by Richard Love-

kin was located.  Descendants of Dick Lovekin 

still reside in the family home on Lovekin Road. 

This spear was recently found near Wilmot Creek by Ian Johns 

with his metal detector. It is obviously made by a blacksmith 

and undoubtedly used by early residents of Clarke township. 

Dick Lovekin 
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F 
ire was very common in Newcastle in the early years  and many  articles 

like the one on the right appeared in the local newspapers , but because 

of the familiarity of fire  the facts were not always  included.   

From this article however we learn some before unknown facts about 

downtown Newcastle  We know that Cecil Carveth  owned and operated a feed 

business where the Snug  now stands  and we have several photos of the building 

on King St. , which we know from this article was the office for the feed mill.  The 

mill which was behind the office, was powered by a diesel engine (most early mills 

were powered by water power like Wilmot's Mill and Atherstone Mill at Bond 

Head), But few by diesel power and fewer in the center of the village. 

The Canadian Statesman reports on Nov 26th 1931 that Mr Glenney is converting 

one of his storehouses back of the office into a chopping mill to be powered by 

electricity. This would appear to suggest that Mr. Glenney purchased the feed 

business from Cecil Carveth prior to that date. From the fire article it appears  Mr. 

Glenney changed his power source to diesel. 

From the receipt below we see that Mr. Glenny was still in business in 1934 and 

still using Mr. Carveth’s billing system. 

Carveth’s feed store circa 1912 
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Annual Fees for Members -  

Single Membership (one vote):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.  

Family Membership (two votes):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Corporate membership (one vote):  

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  

Annual fees for calendar year $25.  

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter  

We are grateful to Swan Signs for their support  

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987-5482, 

or e-mail at shortboxchev@gmail.com or by regular mail. 

Renewals by cheque  may sent to: 

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. 

Mark your Calendar 

Heritage Day Free Admission  

 

Sunday June 25th at the Newcastle Community Hall 10am –3pm  

Local family genealogy 

Kids corner  

Heritage demonstrations 

Antiques 

Local  historical videos 

Collections by local residents 

Historical displays  


