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Newcastle Village and District Historical Society  

Newsletter Winter 2017 - Issue # 126 

Presidents Report 

B y the time you receive this edition of our 

Newsletter, we will be beyond Christmas 

and the New Year.    Its never too late, though, 

to extend to you and your families compli-

ments of the just past Season.   For your Board 

of Directors, it should prove to be a busy new 

year . 

Our entry into the Santa Claus Parade this past 

November 20 was a success.    Quite a number 

of your Directors and members of their families 

participated in creating our float, pulled once 

again, by Farncombe LeGresley and his classic 

tractor, followed by Greg St. Amand riding his 

prize tractor!   Regrettably, I missed the Parade 

and the opportunity to pass out candy canes to 

the little kids. 

In past years, we have had a guest speaker at 

our early April General Meeting.    We have 

been fortunate to have had quality speakers for 

the past two years, in both cases filling the Cen-

tennial Room of the Newcastle Community Hall 

to near capacity.    In 2017, we plan to have 

TWO speakers, one at our planned General 

Meeting on April 4, 2017 and the other at a 

General Meeting later in the year.    Names of 

our speakers, times and dates will be communi-

cated to our members and their families. 

Our application for a Federal Grant was filed 

late last year, and the receipt of which was re-

cently acknowledged by the Federal Govern-

ment.  This is our second – and, I think, more 

promising – application, and our fingers are 

firmly crossed.   As explained in an earlier 

Newsletter, the Grant, if approved, will allow us 

to electronically input and store our valuable 

records and photo library for their long term 

preservation and, of course, access by the pub-

lic.    We have no way of knowing when our 

application will be processed, but I believe we 

could learn if we have been successful in the 

Spring or early Summer. 

Our planning for your Society’s contribution to 

the Canada 150 celebrations continues.    As 

previously advised, our preliminary plan is to 

hold a genealogical event involving local fami-

lies speaking of and displaying their herit-

age.    This family event may include an antique 

display where families can showcase their per-

sonal, antique collectibles.   Our event will be 

held in the main hall of the Newcastle Commu-

nity Hall on Saturday, June 24, 2017. 

With our Spring, 2017 Newsletter, I should be 

able to provide you with more fulsome details 

of our plans for 

the balance of 

the year and of 

our progress to 

date ! 

 

Regards, 

Bob Malone 

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

Please mark March 28th  on 

your calendars for  our AGM. 

The Directors are recommend-

ing the following changes to 

the constitution: 

!.That a quorum consists of no 

less than 4 board members. 

2. That the Board can include 

the Past President as an 

Officer. 

It will be held in the Historical 

Room as in the past and Show 

and tell will be featured, so 

bring  your best local story or 

artefact. 

Refreshments will be served. 

In honour of  Canada’s Birthday the Newcastle Village and District Historical Society  have rent-

ed the Newcastle Community Hall on June 24th 2017 to celebrate the event. We will be making 

space available at no charge to anyone with an historical collection, genealogy including family 

stories, demonstrations etc. This event will be called Heritage Days and will also include histori-

cal videos and music.  If you would like to help  please respond to newcastle.historic 

@gmail.com. There will be no charge to the public . More information to follow. 

 

Tuesday April 11th- Gen-

eral Meeting at Centenni-

al Room- Speaker -Nancy 

Trimble from Ontario Ge-

nealogical Society on 

D.N.A.  
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 Sanford Watt Haskill 

By Myno Van Dyke 

S anford Watt Haskill, age 73, from Lakeshore Rd. in Port Hope passed away suddenly on Christmas morning.  Sanford was an 

active member of our NVDHS and served several terms of office as our Vice President. 

In 2001, Sanford spearheaded one of our most successful ventures, The Massey Show.  This was held at the Lovekin farm west of 

Newcastle and hundreds of people attended.  Tractors and various implements showed up from all over Ontario.  It was a fantastic 

event.  It was fitting that it was held on the Lovekin farm as this family was the first to settle here in 1796.  Ironically, the Haskill 

family settled on their Lakeshore Road farm the same year, 1796.  Sanford’s Great, Great, Great Grandfather Nathanial Haskill ar-

rived at Smith’s Creek (now Port Hope) on June 8, 1793.  His family travelled by schooner but Haskill made the 150 mile trip from 

Niagara (then called Newark) to Port Hope on foot driving cattle along the “Indian Trail.   He arrived along with people such as 

Myndert Harris and Nathanial Ashford at a time when there was only one white person at Smith’s Creek.  Three years later the 

Haskill’s received the grant for the land on Lakeshore Road fronting on Lake Ontario.  Sanford still lived on that same property. 

Sanford was an extremely gifted hockey player in his youth but remained on the family farm raising a number of crops.  He was 

well known for his race horses.  He was also the self-declared, “Biggest Thorn in the Government’s Side” with his active work on 

various committees and causes.  He was the Chair of Families Against Radiation Exposure (F.A.R.E.) and received national media 

coverage for his efforts to document and end radiation exposure and encourage cleanup of uranium and other pollutants in the 

Port Hope area.   On Dec. 21st, just a few days before he passed away, he stood up at Council and thanked them for their excellent 

work over the past year, (he added; “even though they made some mistakes”…) In November he did a “Watermark” video explain-

ing why keeping Lake Ontario safe is so important. (To see Sanford’s short video just Google “Sanford Haskill Watermark Project”.)  

He attended most Port Hope Council Meetings and was not afraid to speak out on any of the issues he was passionate about.  He 

was a great member of our Historical Society, and when the President was unable to Chair, he ran a very efficient meeting.  He was 

a “straight talker” who didn’t hesitate to tell you exactly what he thought.   There is a great saying; “Some people make things hap-

pen, some watch things happen while others wonder what has happened”.  Sanford made things happen and was a great inspira-

tion to many.  Sanford and Helen Anne have been very generous in supporting various causes. He leaves his wife Helen Anne who 

said she plans to have a “Celebration of Life for Sanford” on Saturday, January 21, 2017, at the Port Hope Recreation Centre, 62 

McCaul St. Port Hope- 1 to 4 pm.  
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 Newcastle- Netherland Immigrants 

Our Neighbours, Our Friends 

By Charles Crowther 

S ometimes it is difficult to know what to write about 

for our historical newsletter, so at times I have 

written about my family or other families, e.g. 

McCullough and the Joll families or barbers .This time I 

thought it was time that our friends of the Netherlands be 

recognized. I have picked some local families or ones that 

used to live here, for no other reason, other than more 

people are familiar with their names or ones that I had a 

personal interest in. 

The Pluister, Hoogkamp, Vanden Heuvel, Visser and the 

Van Dyke families will be featured. 

For clarification to Canadians, The Netherlands is made up 

of 12 provinces of which one Is Friesland, and North and 

South Holland being 2 others. So far, 2 of the families are 

Frieslanders.  In just about all cases of the featured fami-

lies they all immigrated to Canada or at least tried to in 

early 1951 - 1952 time frame. This was due to unemploy-

ment and housing shortages at home. Subsidies were giv-

en to families to assist in their move to Canada and the 

Canadian Gov’t also chipped in money and changed the 

regulations that not all of the immigrants had to work on 

a farm for a year. 

John & Margaret Pluister and their three children, Mary, 

Ann and John Jr. came to Canada in March of 1951. Inter-

estingly when Mary came to the Newcastle Historical soci-

ety a few years ago for a visit, Sierd De Jong, who was at 

the room at the time, found out that the De Jongs and 

Pluisters came over on the same ship, but did not know 

each other at the time. 

As a general statement, not 

much money could be 

brought over to Canada but 

John Sr. was able to bring all 

his furnishings, tools and 

machinery for his shoe re-

pair business. 

The reason why the Pluisters 

left Netherlands was “too 

much bureaucracy “in the 

post war era, according to 

Mary Pluister Medhurst. Mary says they had a sponsor 

named Lloyd Ellis, from Bowmanville, who had his own 

shoe sales and repair business.  As there was no extra 

work for John, they lived for a couple of months with Si-

mon Bierstecker, who lived kitty corner to the cold stor-

age and where Simon started building his cement blocks 

in the back yard. The Bierstekers had been neighbours in 

Holland, so it made for a comfortable situation to live 

with the Bierstekers for a few months until they were able 

to get an apartment at the corner of King and Mill streets 

in Newcastle. 

Maybe the family had foresight as they took English les-

sons before leaving for Canada, and Margaret’s family had 

come over a few years before and resided in Aylmer ON, 

so they visited there and then John became an organist at 

the ‘Dutch Church” in Bowmanville and that helped with 

the transition. 

Sierd Myno and Mary Pluister 

During a visit from Mary last year 
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 Both John and Margaret worked at J. Anderson Smith be-

fore John was able to get a job at the General Motors, so 

they did not have any financial issues. John also had his 

shoe repair for part time work as well. 

Mary says they encountered no discrimination issues and 

had many good friends in Newcastle; however, she did 

report that some older boys did tease them about their 

language usages. She did mention that her teacher, Mr. 

Frank McMullen, was a great help in the transition 

John and Margaret purchased a home across from the ball 

park and it was there I used to go and play with John Jr. 

 After John Sr. passed away in 1964, Margaret returned to 

the Netherlands and remarried a widower. In 1966, Mary 

moved to England to be an x-ray technician and as of this 

writing, still lives in England.  Margaret and John Jr. both 

live in the Whitby area. 

 Sjouke (Joe) Visser came over to Canada by himself on 

December 9, 1951 from Friesland and   Ittje (Anna) Visser 

(nee Hamstra) came in July 16 1952, also from Friesland, 

with her parents Louw & Marie Hamstra, an older sister 

and 2 younger brothers. 

Joe arrived by train to Bowmanville with the “princely 

sum” of $5.00 and a suitcase of clothes. Anna remembers 

a wooden crate 6x8 with a table, 6 chairs, hutch, bed and 

mattress.  They arrived in Pontypool by train.  

Both families came over for a better life, financial reasons 

and post war hardships. Joe was sponsored by Sam Buma, 

who lived on town line at the Algoma and Hwy. #2 cor-

ners, but Joe settled In the Enfield area and worked for 

$50 per month. The Klaas Vlieger family of Nestleton area 

sponsored Anna’s family. They resided originally in the 

hamlet of Yelverton. 

As far as support was concerned there were no major is-

sues. They got support first from the community and later 

through church connections. Anna mentions her new Ca-

nadian friends, neighbours (the Crowther family being 

one). In Joe’s situation, one of Joe’s work friends was Stan 

Harry Polzo, whose son is currently the Governor of the 

Bank of Canada. 

Anna’s family first came to Newcastle just one year after 

their stay in Yelverton and her dad bought the first block 

house south of the factory (JASCO) on Beaver Street 

South. Joe started work at Oshawa Engineering and Weld-

ing (now the Globe restaurant at the corner of Athol and 

Albert Streets in downtown Oshawa) He was looking for a 

place to stay, and Anna’s dad said 

he had a room to rent and un-

known to Joe, a lovely daughter. 

In 1955 Joe built a house on Beaver 

South on property from Jim Murray 

and across from where Hazel and 

Jack Crago built, just north of Ed-

ward on the East side. 

As stated, Joe worked at Oshawa 

Engineering as a shipper and Anna, 

while raising George and younger 

sister Dorothy, worked cleaning 

houses for Dr. Miklos, Hazel 

Crowther and Harry Mercer fami-

lies, among others, I presume 

 On the query of how “you learned the 

English language”, Anna says that Joe “learned on the job 

“as the shipper for the engineering company.  Oshawa 

engineering people said that SJouke was too difficult to 

say, so they decided that he looked like a “Joe” and his 

name stuck. 

Anna and “Joe” Visser 
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Anna was a nanny for Dr.  & Mrs. Mathew Dymond in 

Port Perry (he was the Ontario Minister of Health) and 

Mrs.  Diamond said you should have a Canadian name 

and said “let’s call you Anna after Mathew’s Grandmoth-

er”. Both names stuck from then on.  Joe passed away in 

2015 and Anna lives in Whitby, at the time of writing. 

  Henry, Heidi De Vries and seven children (ages 4-14) 

tried to emigrate in 1952, but did not come over until 

1957 due to medical issues. On their arrival in Ontario, 

the pilot circled Niagara Falls to show the passengers 

their first impression of Canada. 

As was the norm, limited money was an issue but they 

did bring a table, 6 chairs, buffet, clock and 2 large com-

mercial creamers filled with small red potatoes. 

To the query as to why they immigrated, their response 

was many ugly “memories and scars” post war was the 

reason. They were fortunate in that Henry’s older brother 

John was their sponsor and that helped in their transition 

while in Nestleton for the first 3 months. They also re-

ceived support from the local church which helped with 

clothing. Their children helped in the fields picking tobac-

co and strawberries with all the earned money going to 

pay the bills. 

Their daughter Patricia is quoted as saying: “Canadian 

friends were always kind and gracious with their children 

and more than willing to teach them all the bad words 

first”. The family rented on the 4th line and finally pur-

chased a home and barn in 1959 with 14 acres on the 3rd 

line  just east of Arthur Street. 

 Patricia reported that her dad got a job at JASCO one 

year after coming to Canada and worked at the Bowman-

ville Foundry until his death in 1974.  Like some other im-

migrants, her mom took English lessons, and her dad 

learned from Canadian friends. The children “were 

warned” not to speak Dutch in the presence of Canadians 

as it would be “impolite and rude” 

Patricia is quoted as saying that “they are grateful to their 

parents as Canada is the greatest country in the world”. 

Henry and Heidi worked for the underground during the 

war and hid Jews and Canadian soldiers and one of those 

soldiers, who heard they had moved to Canada, came for 

a visit and had an “emotional reunion”.  Patricia ended up 

marrying Bert Vanden Heuvel and they presently live at 

the corner of Mill and Metcalfe Streets.  Bert came from 

Oshawa and ended up living in a prefabricated home 

“that they brought from the Netherlands” and one of 3 in 

the city of Oshawa. One home was not up to Canadian 

standards for winterization so was not used. 

 Marten and Sijtske van 

Dijk (also spelled Van 

Dyk) arrived in Halifax on 

Pier 21 in March of 1951 

with their 2 children, 

Myno and Tina, and 

bringing a shipping crate 

and only had $25.00  in 

cash with them. Like most 

families before them, it 

was hard time post war at 

home so they decided to 

come to Canada   Myno 

explained that his father 

worked with his Dad on a 

small farm in Hol-

land.   An argument 

over buying a trac-

tor spurred the de-

cision to move to 

Canada.  They only 

had a horse and 

Marten thought it 

was time for a trac-

tor.  His father was 

against the idea, 

and in all likelihood 

there was no way 

he could afford it. 

The Lambert family, a recently widowed mother and two 

grown sons were the farm owners who sponsored them 

and they first resided in Virgil near Niagara on the Lake. 

They received support from family, churches and the 

Lambert family and ended up working on the Lambert 

farm for the year. In 1956,  the Van Dyk’s moved to the  

Brooklin area.  

Sijtske, Tina and Myno on the 

ship Volendam 1951 

Marten, Tina and Myno 1952 
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Myno’s father was a farmer, 

then a Janitor at Oshawa 

General Hospital.  Myno first 

worked for Bell Telephone as 

a Repairman and in 1972, he 

married Judy Lynn Till, a 

teacher from Maryfield, Sas-

katchewan.  They began their married life in Bowmanville 

on Southway Drive, south of the Bowmanville Hospital.  

Judy worked as a part time Teacher Assistant in Claring-

ton and retired in 2012. 

 In 1973, Myno joined the Bowmanville Police Depart-

ment where his was “strongly urged “by Chief Bernard 

Kitney, due to different spellings on legal documents,  to 

do something with his last name  so he legally changed 

his name to the present “Van Dyke”.  

From 1977 to 2003, Myno and Judy lived at the top of 

Arthur Street and the 3rd line which was on the De Vries 

farm that had a lot separated for their daughter and her 

family and had a house constructed on it. Myno & Judy 

then moved into their present location near the Baptist 

Church.  

Like other families, the Van Dyk’s went to night school, 

joined ladies groups and learned the English language to 

fit in quickly. 

Narda Hoogcamp (nee Kuperij, also spelled Kupery) was 

raised by her grandparents in the Netherlands.  In 1951, 

at the age of 17, with a sense of adventure, she decided 

to accompany her Uncle Gerrit and Aunt Johanna Kuperij 

and their 3 sons to Canada.  They were farmers and there 

was very little opportunity for them to buy a farm in the 

Netherlands.  They came on a ship on the Cunard line and 

their passage was paid for by Narda’s grandparents.  They 

received assistance from the Reformed Church in Whitby 

and were sent to work on a farm in Brougham, north of 

Pickering.   The owner of the farm, John White also had a 

Cockshutt tractor business on Highway 7 in Brougham 

and in the same complex a restaurant.  Narda worked in 

the restaurant, also did some housecleaning, and this is 

where she began to learn English.   Her uncle had difficul-

ty learning the language and eventually another farm was 

found for the family in Newcastle.  This was the Jose 

farm, then run by Harry & Louise Jose and Donald and 

Marion Jose.  

Narda remembers the first time she travelled to Newcas-

tle and it was by bus from Pickering.  She said that she 

was unfamiliar with the area and because it was at night 

and there were no street lights, she worried that she 

would miss Newcastle and wasn’t sure where to get off 

the bus.   

 They enjoyed their time on this farm and stayed there 

about 2 years, with Narda living there as well.  In 1953 

they then moved to a house owned by George and Dun-

reath Walton.  , Her Uncle Gerrit got a job in General Mo-

tors. 

The Hoogcamp family arrived in Canada around this time 

and ended up working on the Neil Malcolm farm in Black-

stock.  Narda knew Ben Hoogcamp, as he was related to 

her aunt Johanna.  

As a side note; it was either Ben’s  brother who worked 

for George Walton and after milking some cows, and  as I 

was watching , he picked me upside down and I said I 

could either could put my face in a  warm cow  patty or 

my whole hand, I choose the hand!) 

 A special thank you is extended to my wife, Lynda, for 

her editing and to Ron Locke and Myno Van Dyke for 

their work on the stories and with pictures. 

An overview 

As you have seen from the above stories, our friends did 

not come to CanadaCanadaCanada with very many material items, but 

what they did bring was a strong work ethic. They 

“changed” Newcastle for the better, in that they started 

businesses like the Cement Block factory, Farming opera-

tions, Flower Shops, Green Houses and Real Estate. Many 

contributed to volunteering, and are still doing so, like the 

Horticultural Society, Hall Board, Historical Society and 

Lions Club to name a few. 

Editor’s note: 

The DeJong family story will be featured in a future news-

letter 
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 Dora Farncomb: Author, Musician 

and Teacher 

by Katherine J. Le Gresley 

 

 T here are few things in life I value more 

than good parenting. I am, after all, a teacher. When I 

see good parenting in action, I take notice, rather like a 

hairstylist notices a good haircut or a mechanic an ex-

ceptional automobile manufacturer. You can understand 

then, how in researching my Farncomb family history, I 

was struck by a rather unusual realization: Frederick 

and Jane Farncomb knew how to raise children. 

 Each of their seven children, with the exception 

of Charles who died in his youth, went on to establish 

strong careers and become prominent and much loved 

members of their communities. Yet, as impressive as 

that may seem, it is not the key that reveals to me the 

elder Farncombs’ parenting skill. Their children could 

all have become outhouse diggers or dung scoopers and 

I still would have made the same claim. Good parenting 

is not revealed in what our children become, but in who 

they become. Let me explain.  

 Over the past several years, I have scoured 

newspaper articles, letters and other personal effects left 

behind by each of Frederick and Jane’s children, in an 

attempt to get to know my forebears. As is often the 

case, a family pattern quickly began to emerge. A pat-

tern of compassion, of servanthood, of self-sacrificial 

love that simply cannot be instilled in children by acci-

dent. 

 Take Dora, for instance. The only girl in a 

houseful of boys, she no doubt learned the struggles and 

rewards of servanthood early. Born in 1863, she was the 

fifth born child of Frederick and Jane Farncomb. Little 

is known of her early years until she began her studies 

in 1878 at Bishop Strachan School for Girls in Toronto. 

Sadly, Dora had only completed one year of her studies 

when her younger brother, Charles, drowned in a horri-

fying swimming accident in September 1879. Needed at 

home, Dora was forced to put her formal education on 

hold for a year to aid her family during this unexpected 

season of grief. She did, however, manage to keep 

abreast of her studies in her year away, enabling her to 

rejoin her classmates the following year and graduate 

with them. She was a good student and was honoured to 

receive the “First Religious Subjects (including Scrip-

ture)” award at Prize Giving in 1881. Returning home, 

she devoted herself to service at St. George’s Anglican 

Church where she sometimes played the organ, helped 

to decorate the sanctuary for special events and ran a 

Bible study and social club (more like a service club) 

for the young men of the village. In time, the young 

men she taught—most of whom went on to become 

prominent, service-oriented citizens in their own com-

munities—became known throughout the area as Dora’s 

boys. 

 Many tragedies were to befall the Farncomb 

family in those days. Frederick, Dora’s father, died in 

1893, and only a few years later, her mother, Jane, fell 

ill and was confined to her bed. While it would appear 

that Dora may have moved to Toronto by that time, 

where she had begun writing for The Farmer’s Advo-

cate and Home Magazine, she immediately returned to 

Newcastle where she nursed her mother until Jane’s 

death in 1905.  

 It was a difficult time for Dora. Demands at The 

Advocate had increased exponentially. She had gone 

from writing guest articles for “The Quiet Hour” seg-

ment of The Home Magazine to writing weekly articles, 

under the pen name Hope, for her own column, now 

entitled “Hope’s Quiet Hour”. She also wrote regular 

articles for “The Children’s Corner” for several years. 

As her devotional column grew in popularity, money 

started to pour in from across the country for her to dis-

tribute to the poor and needy. An unanticipated bless-

ing, the offerings added to Dora’s workload, but were 

always gratefully received and directed to families who 

were in need of financial support. Between caring for 

her mother, the demands of The Advocate and continued 

work at St. George’s, there must have been very few 

quiet moments for this kind and dedicated young lady, 

but she was not one to give up or feel sorry for herself. 

God had given her a job to do and she would do it, no 

matter the cost.  

 The turn of the century came and went, bring-

ing yet more tragedy for the Farncomb family. In 1901, 

Dora’s brother John’s two teenaged sons were drowned 

at the harbour in a swimming accident reminiscent of 

the one that had taken their Uncle Charles years before. 

Heartbroken, John’s wife was committed to the Toronto 

Insane Asylum. Within a month of his sons’ deaths, 

John transferred his rectorship at St. George’s Anglican 

Church in Newcastle, to St. Matthew’s Anglican 

Church in Toronto where he could be nearer to his wife. 

With no calm to follow this storm, Dora stayed in New-
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 castle to continue nursing her mother. Yet the tragedies 

were not to end. In 1905, her mother, Jane succumbed to 

her long-standing illness.  

 Undecided as to where she should go or what 

she should do after her mother’s death, Dora set off on a 

new mission. Being alerted to a great need (probably by 

her childhood friend, Bishop Charles Brent), she moved 

to Boston to help the poor and needy who lived on the 

streets of that great city. Tragedy, however, brought her 

back to Canada once more when in 1907, her brother 

Alfred’s ten year old son died of pneumonia. Knowing 

her family needed her, she settled in Toronto, determined 

to help the underprivileged of her own land, while doing 

all she could to support her brothers and their wives who 

still struggled to cope with the loss of their sons.  

 Claiming John’s church as her own, Dora once 

again immersed herself in the life of the parish. She 

taught Bible studies, directed Christmas concerts, minis-

tered to the less fortunate and helped her brother in any 

way she could, all while continuing to write for The Ad-

vocate and expanding her ministry to the poor. But when 

John’s wife died of pneumonia in the asylum in 1914, 

Dora once again found herself surrounded by grief. John, 

able to handle no more, moved back to Ebor House in 

Newcastle, leaving Dora to continue her ministry of ser-

vice to the people of St. Matthew’s and the area hospitals 

on her own. A strong, determined and practical woman, 

full of compassion and self-sacrificial love, she took up 

the task before her with a passion that no amount of trag-

edy could dampen. Her life was not easy, but nor did she 

expect it to be. Her goal in life was to serve Her Lord 

and be His hands to every person she met, a mission 

which she took very seriously. When her brother John 

died suddenly in 1917, her life was rocked, but her foun-

dation remained sure. She had a mission to fulfil and she 

would not rest until it was done. 

 Dora outlived all but two of her brothers 

(Frederick Junior and Thomas). She lived through the 

confederation of Canada, the First World War and the 

Great Depression. She witnessed the birth of my grand-

mother, the marriage of my grandparents and lived to see 

my father turn twelve years old, not once letting go of 

her mission to serve. Her final article in The Farmer’s 

Advocate and Home Magazine, entitled “Glory in the 

Midst”, appeared in January of 1938. While it had been 

written in the final weeks of November—just prior to the 

stroke that left her bedridden and eventually took her life 

in August of 1938—it almost seemed as if she knew that 

it would be her final farewell. Her passing was a peace-

ful one as she stepped from this life into the presence of 

her Lord. She had touched many lives. The author of 

three books and numerous articles, she was lauded as an 

author, a musician and a teacher by her alma mater and 

as an inspiration and beloved friend by her faithful read-

ers across the nation. 

 Yes, Frederick and Jane Farncomb clearly knew 

how to raise children. The more I study the lives of each 

of my great aunts and uncles, the more vividly I see the 

threads of compassion, of servanthood, of self-sacrifice 

that are the legacy of my great, great grandparents—

threads that have woven their way through many lives to 

create a beautiful masterpiece that has yet to be complet-

ed. If only they could tell us their secret! 

 

With special thanks to Archival and Special Collections 

of the University of Guelph, Bishop Strachan School 

Museum and Archives, the Newcastle and District His-

Photo courtesy of the 

Toronto Star 
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Recent donations  include these  valuable, his-

torical photos. 

The Brent family photo dates circa 1844 and 

was part of a lot donated by Neil Britton. 

 

The school photo is of Newpark School circa 

1910 . 

Please let us know if you can identify anyone 

in this photo. 
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 Here we are  into a new 

year 2017 and at the His-

torical Society that means 

Membership renewal.  

Many of our members have 

dropped by  to renew their 

memberships and we thank 

them for that, but  others  

are still contemplating  or 

like me  just  plain forgetful. 

If you wish to continue with 

your subscription there are 

several ways to  pay.  

Subscription info on this 

page. 

Annual Fees for Members -  

Single Membership (one vote):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.  

Family Membership (two votes):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Corporate membership (one vote):  

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  

Annual fees for calendar year $25.  

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter  

We are grateful to Swan Signs for their support  

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987-

5482, or e-mail at shortboxchev@gmail.com or by regular mail. 

Renewals be cheque  may sent to: 

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7  

 

 


