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President’s Message 

 

C hristmas and New Year’s day have come and 

gone – like a speeding train !   Let me take this 

opportunity to wish all of our members and 

our friends a safe and prosperous 2016 ! 

Let me bring you up to date on the recent activities of 

your Directors: 

 Our entry in the Santa Claus Parade, held November 

15, 2015, was a success.  Even after our vintage tractor, 

provided by Member, Farncombe LeGresley, conked out at our assigned place in the 

Parade line, a Director, Greg St. Amand, saved the day.  He fixed the problem, and away 

we went.   I walked in the Parade handing out candy canes donated by our Member, 

Foodland.  These were a home run with the kids.   Foodland also provided the Christ-

mas tree on our float ! 

I closed out the sale of the Chester D. Teddy bears with only one left.   I was able to 

turn over approximately $180 to our Treasurer from this fundraiser. 

As I reported last time, the 2016 Doors Open event will have a singular focus on New-

castle.  It will be held on June 11, showcasing  historic homes, churches, gardens and 

other buildings in our community.   Do mark the date in you calendar.  Your Society is a 

partner in this event 

Our work on developing a Strategic Plan will continue in 2016. 

A critical part of the Strategic Plan is the central matter of electronic information stor-

age and retrieval.   To that end, members of the Board met with Ms. Anne Donnelly, a 

faculty member at Durham College.  Anne can be very helpful in providing a person(s) 

at our expense to assist in the job of information and document input.   Furthermore, 

on December 3 last, several Directors met with the Curator of the Oshawa Museum for 

a presentation on their use of a program named Past Perfect.   This program, if adopt-

ed, would seem to be a perfect fit to our information and document retention and re-

covery needs. 

At our General Meeting, scheduled for 7PM, April 5, 2016, in the Centennial Room of 

the Newcastle Community Hall, our speaker will be Mr. George Rust-d’Eye.   His topic 

will be..... his Newcastle and environs.  Another entry in your diary ! 

I really appreciate the opportunity of communicating with you through the medium of 

our Newsletter.  Any suggestions you may have with respect to our operation, the 

Newsletter or any comments or contributions you might care to make to the delibera-

tions on our emerging Strategic Plan will be welcome ! 

Regards, 

 

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society  

Newsletter  Winter 2016 - Issue # 123 

 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

March 29th in the Historical Room at 

the Newcastle Community Hall 

7:30 pm  

Please bring a show and tell story or 

item 

On page one President Bob gets down to the 

grist of it. 

Page two Myno tells us what happened to 

the house that had to be moved to make 

room for the Community Hall. 

Page four finds Charles Crowther relating the 

history of “barbering in Newcastle” over the 

years. 

Page seven  Myno  updates us on the career 

and recent move of Charles Taws to Grand 

Prairie. 

Page eight  we insert another one of Vic Gar-

rod’s poems, featuring Jim Smith. 

Page nine Sher updates us on some of our 

recent donations. 

Page 10  membership information and a pho-

to donated by Nicole Duvall 
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The House from the Hall 
By Myno Van Dyke 

 

I n 1921, Chester Massey decided to donate the 
money for a new Community Hall in Newcastle.  

It was to be built on the north-west corner of Mill 
Street and King Street in Newcastle.  There was an 
old two-story brick house on the property and it had 

to be either moved or torn down.  By 1921, this 
house and lot was owned by the Village of Newcas-
tle and in the summer of 1921, they put it for sale 
with the condition that it had to be moved.    

 

In July of 1921, Samuel Bonathan, owner of Bona-
than’s store in the village (where the Massey House 
is now) made an offer.  He ended up getting the 
house for $350.  But first, he looked around the vil-
lage and secured a building lot behind the Queen’s 
Hotel on Church Street.  He paid Louisa Glenning, 
owner of the Queen’s Hotel, $500 for the lot and an 
old barn on the property.  He purchased this on Au-
gust 8th and on the same day he also finalized the 
purchase of the house.   A few weeks later he paid 
John Huffman $330 to move the house across the 

street to its new location.  Construction of the base-
ment for the house started in September.  He pur-
chased 81 bags of cement from Fred Graham.  John 
Garrett, William Cowan, Neil McEachern, Alanzo 
Cowan and Fred Gibbes were all paid by Samuel to 
work on the move and construction.  In December of 
1922, he paid George Parker to wire the house for 
electricity. 

 

Samuel Luxmoore Bonathan was born in Newcastle, 

Ontario, July 12, 1866.  He married Clara A. Smith-
Dickey.  He died on December 4, 1931 and is buried 
at St. George’s Cemetery.  Their son Harvey 
Charles Bonathan was born August 29th, 1894 and 
died March 23, 1990.  In 1888,  Sam and his wife  
went to Great Falls Montana, where he had a tin 
shop, doing work for miners there.  Here, he joined 
his brother Charles who ran a boarding house.  In 
1896, there was a depression in Great Falls.  The 
Bonathans  lost a daughter there and decided to 
moved back to Newcastle.  

 

After the house was completed it was rented out as 
a duplex.  A number of different tenants occupied 
the house over the years.  Harvey Greenley and his 
family lived in the house for a few years and later 

From a postcard printed circa 1910 
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moved to Bowmanville and then Maple Grove.  In 
September of 1963, at age 11, their daughter 
Noreen Anne disappeared from the corner of old 
King Street West and Waverley Road in Bowman-
ville.  She was to get on the west bound bus around 
11:30 pm.  She was never seen again.   

 

In the spring of 1966, there was a horrible fire in the 
house.  At 3 o’clock in the morning, Newcastle Vol-
unteer Fire Chief, Frank Millen and his friend Ed Wa-
terbury were on their way home from their night shift 
at GM in Oshawa.  They spotted smoke and flames at 
the house and sent for the Bowmanville Fire Depart-
ment as well as their own.  Mrs. Norma Cooke was a 
tenant in the north half of the house and she got out 
with her three children, Richard, Denise and Ste-
phen as well as Allan Sheehan who was visiting 
them.  Mrs. Shirlie Linkie was standing outside the 
house screaming that her two children were still in-
side.  Two fireman from Bowmanville were injured 
trying to get in to save them.  Unfortunately, Carl 
Young, age 7 and Stuart Linkie age 2 died in the 

fire.  Corporal Nimigon from  O.P.P investigat-
ed.  It took 6 hours for the fire to be quelled.  A 
funeral for the two boys was held at St. 
Georges Anglican Church presided by Rev. 
Dewdney.  An investigation and inquest re-
vealed that the fire had started near a space 
heater in the Linkie home.  The house was de-
molished and later the lot was purchased 
by Newcastle United Church and is still used 
by them as a parking lot.  

 

Sam kept all the cancelled cheques from the house moving project. 

(thanks to Jean Rickard for donating them to the society) 

Some Bonathan genealogy from A History of the Bonathan Family 

by Anne Bonathan Morris 

Samuel Bonathan from from A History of the Bona-

than Family by Anne Bonathan Morris  
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Barbers of Newcastle and Orono 

by Charles Crowther 

O ver the years barbers have been known by 

many 

names, Tonsorial Art-

ists, pseudo doctors, 

blood letters, in later 

years hair stylist and 

of course my favour-

ite, courtesy of a cus-

tomer, “Charlie the 

chopper” and later 

shortened to “chop 

chop”. One would go 

to barbers for hair-

cuts, shaves, singes 

and in the old west, 

combine all with a 

bath. In 1961, I 

graduated from barber school and to achieve my 

certification I had to pass a “practical test 

“comprising of a haircut, shave, singe and shampoo. 

The reasoning for doing a singe, was, as I presume, 

to “stop the hair from bleeding” as it was thought 

that the hair was full of blood! Years later it was de-

termined that the hair follicle had “oils” and thus a 

singe or “sealing”  of the ends of the hair would keep 

the natural oils in place. After the singe we had to 

shampoo the hair to get rid of 

the singeing and the smell. 

The first record I find of a bar-

ber in Newcastle is Walter De-

line who started his shop in 

1921. Walter was the father of 

Pauline who married William 

Storks. Not sure how long he 

barbered, but by the 1930’s 

Herbert Toms (Herb) had started a barber shop in 

the “Hare” Apartments on the west end of King 

Street  ( Percy and Clarabelle Hare) , where the pre-

sent day C.I.B.C. is now located. He stayed there for 

Walter Deline in front of his Barber Shop with local boys in 

1929 

Canadian Statesman Aug. 11, 1960  

Canadian Statesman Aug. 11, 1960  
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  approximately 30 years until Howard Quinney from 

Bowmanville, purchased the business from him. 

Howard informed me that he received a loan from 

the VLA (Veterans Land Act? ) to help with the pur-

chase.  Herb then did barbering from his home as a 

sideline, up near the top of North Street.  

Howard Quinney had left the army which he joined at 

17 years of age and if memory serves me correctly, 

he said he was called a “boy soldier”. One story he 

told was the sergeant said 

he had to clean washrooms 

and Howard said “that as a 

boy soldier he did not do 

latrine duty” to which the 

sergeant replied “that if he 

didn’t do the duty, he was 

underage for the mess tent 

and the beer!”  In 1945 he 

left the army and after at-

tending barber school he 

started barbering in New-

castle in the former Herb 

Toms shop. He stayed in 

that location until he and his wife Kay, purchased 

some property where the present day Sears store 

was and the coffee/tea store next door to it. At that 

time there were apartments on the location so they 

had a barbershop built by Newcastle tradesmen, 

P.G Newell Lumber, Gould Heating, R.B. Rickard 

plumbing and heating, Newcastle Block and Shep-

herd and Gill and Murdock and Welsh from the Bow-

manville area.  In the August 18, 1960 local newspa-

per there was a picture of Howard and Herb Toms at 

the official opening of Howards King Street East 

Store. After graduating in 1960 I went to work in 

Oshawa with  

George Mathews 

on Drew Street, 

near King St and 

Ritson Road. The 

reason for this 

was “not to make 

barbering mis-

takes” on our 

friends and family 

because even 

though we had 

customers at the 

barber school, we had more in one week at the busi-

ness than after 10 months at school. Most of our cus-

tomers at the school were from the different trades 

at the Provincial Institute of Trades, now the George 

Brown College in the Kensington Market, off of 

Spadina Avenue. So my fellow classmate, Peter 

Ames , from Ajax, worked for Howard for one year 

and at the end of the first year he left to go to the 

Barbados and I ended up returning home to New-

castle to barber. 

Howard and I had 

a very successful 

business and at 

that time I was 

making more mon-

ey than my future 

wife (teacher) and 

my future best 

man at the 

C.I .B.C. (Carl 

Zinn), an aside, 

they eventually both 

made more than a 

barber. 

Howard and I barbered together  and we were open 
5 and half days a week, (closed Wednesday after-
noon  and open Tuesday, Thursday and Friday eve-
nings until 9. Ken Dean filled in for me on Thursday 
evening, after working at the cold storage, if I can 
remember correctly. In the late 1960’s Howard tired 
of barbering and after working at the arena as a 
Manager, he and Kay eventually opened a Sted-
mans store built beside the barber shop. I con-
tinued barbering by myself from 1970- 1975 and 
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it was during these years that the “long hair 
craze” started to 
creep in (Darn 
Beatles!) and to 
compensate for 
the loss of some 
business, I sold 
“Hair Pieces  (not 
wigs” but actual 
hair at a cost of 
$350- 450). I pur-
chased one as I 
could not sell them i f 
I did not demon-
strate them. One 
customer pur-
chased one so I got a 
commission for the 
sale and that offset my 
expense of buying 
one. Periodically he would bring in the “piece” 
so that it could be cleaned and re-styled. Even-
tually our business went downhill as customers 
were coming in every 3-4 weeks instead of 2-3 
weeks so Lynda and I closed the business in 
1975 and I went to work at JASCO  for the next 
15 years until 1990.  

During the 1940’s to the ‘70s there were other 
barbers working as a sideline, among them 
George Stoneburg at James and Beaver street 
south. George also worked at Karl Weyrichs and 
I remember his equipment was in a shed and 
awful cold during the winter getting a haircut. 
My parents lived on Edward street east and I 
would go around the corner to Jack and Hazel 
Cragos for a cut, Jack was a barber but took a 
hair dressing course so both he and Hazel did 
hair in their basement (SEE ADVERTISEMENT 
BELOW).  

Out in Orono there were barbers and it might 
have been William (Billy’ Riddell who might have 
given me my first haircut) my memory is a little 
foggy on that one! He was situated at the rear of 
the present day bake shop. Alas, I had a 
“reputation” with him as apparently I used to cry 
during my haircuts and he called me the ‘boob 
from Newcastle”. At the same time “Ollie “ 
Cooper was Billy’s competition, and he was situ-
ated in the store that is/was the  Duval Appli-
ance store. Years later, Matt Snelders, just 
north of the present day bake shop and Ray 
Brown, who worked out of his home (beside the 
cenotaph) were in competition. A few years ago, 

Ray celebrated 50 years of 
barbering, quite an accom-
plishment. 

 

 

Charles Crowther’s Barber Chair 
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Charles Taws moves to the  

Peace River Country 
By Myno Van Dyke 

 
 

C harles Taws was born in Montreal and 
his keen interest in history started at an 

early age.  His grandmother had a very unique 
old “Revolutionary” house in the United States 
and she gave him a large old key from one of 
the doors.  He was so proud of it that he took it 
to “Show & Tell” in kindergarten.   
In 1972, young Charles along with his twin 
brother and parents moved to Lakehurst, On-
tario.  On the way there, they stopped for the 
night at the Flying Dutchman Motor Inn at Lib-
erty Street and the 401.  Charles said he re-
members that his parents were told that no 
dogs were allowed in the room, but they ended 
up sneaking their dog in and found this quite 
exciting.  At Lakehurst, his family operated a 
General Store selling groceries, hardware and 
gasoline.  Charles advised that it was here that 
he developed a keen interest in history.   
“All of the old-timers would come into the store 
and tell great stories.  Soon I was collecting 
photographs and articles and filled up several 
scrap books full of information I became the 
President of the local Historical Society at a 
very young age.” 
After High School, Charles attended Trent Uni-
versity and graduated in 1986 with an Honors 
BA in History and Archaeology.  He started his 
career at Hutchison House Museum in Peter-
borough, then Perth Museum in Perth and 
moved onto the Marine Museum of the Great 
Lakes. After that he came to Bowmanville and 
was Curator, first for Bowmanville Museum 
and then later called Clarington Museums and 
Archives.   For a few years, Clarington Muse-
ums loaned Charles to our Newcastle Village & 
District Historical Society as a part-time Cura-
tor.  He did a wonderful job of reorganizing all 
of our cabinets and creating a number of 
“themes” for our collection. 
 He stayed with Clarington Museums for 26 
years before leaving in December for a new 
position in Grand Prairie Alberta.  “It was time 
for a change” he said. 

When asked what he feels was his greatest ac-
complishment at Bowmanville, he said; 
“number one was raising the profile of local 
history through newsletter and newspaper ar-
ticles, especially in the Clarington Promoter. 
There were always so many positive comments 
and people continually coming into the Muse-
um to ask for information about the stories or 
providing new ones. Number two was finding 
the Bowman painting, that I had been search-
ing for since 1990.   “It was because of the arti-
cle in the Clarington Promoter, someone saw it 
on the internet and knew where the painting 
was in Montreal”, he said.   
 
He is excited about his new job in Grand Prai-
rie.  He indicated they even have a number of 
antique cars and trucks in their collection 
there.   He has already found an interesting 
connection from a Newcastle native, Dr. Annie 
Higbee who came to Grand Prairie in 1912.  
Annie, whose maiden name was Carveth, trav-
elled by ox cart to a spot near the Smoky River, 
with her husband Professor Charles Higbee , 
their 13 year old son Jack and her brother Ar-
thur Carveth with his wife and children to set-
tle in that area .  She was the first woman doc-
tor in the Peace River area.  The Higbees re-
turned to Newcastle in 1928, purchasing the 
historic “Boate” house at 261 Mill St. South.  
Charles intends to write a story about her fur-
ther cementing the relationship between Clar-
ington and Grand Prairie. 
Charles advised he is having no problem ad-
justing to the climate there.  He said, “so far 
we are having an El Niño winter- instead of mi-
nus 40 its minus 20”. 

Here we are into a new year already , 

which means Memberships are due. 

Many of  you have dropped by and re-

newed for 2016, for which we thank 

you. We know a gentle reminder is ap-

preciated , so  to those who would like 

to continue supporting us we have pub-

lished the membership information on 

the back page. 
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Curator’s Corner 

by Sher Leetoose 

J anuary has been a busy month in the History Room.  Every Saturday I have been beavering away at the 
book shelves trying to put our research library in order, and sorting out what we have for sale in our 
“shop”.  There’s a lot more in both places than I realized. 

 

We have had some wonderful donations recently... 

1. A homemade butter churn that could churn 
enough butter to keep a family for six months. 

2. Three lovely paintings donated by Charles 
Taws, painted by D.L. Bennett. 

 

Of course there were other marvellous items do-
nated, but they will have to wait for another time, 
or please come down to the history room any 
Tuesday or Saturday morning, between 9:30 am 
and 11:30 am (sometimes noon if there’s a real 
crowd, and there often is!) to see them all.    In this 
cold weather we have our new coffee maker all 
plugged in and the kettle is on the standby in case 
you would prefer a cuppa tea or chocolate.  Drop 
in to see the other paintings that were donated, 
or to view a number of other donations.   

 

The company is great, the 
chat is superb!  See you then! 

Sher 

Our new Director Tammy Rogers checking out the  Butter Churn  

with Erla Jose looking on 

Charles Taws making donation of paintings to society. L-R Greg Forget, Myno Van Dyke, Charles 

Taws and Erla Jose. 
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Annual Fees for Members -  

Single Membership (one vote):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10.  

Family Membership (two votes):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand ..................................................... Annual fees for calendar year $20.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Corporate membership (one vote):  

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  

Annual fees for calendar year $25.  

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter  

We are grateful to Swan Signs for their support  

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987-
5482, or e-mail at myno@sympatico.ca or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society: 20 King Ave. 

W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7  

Circa 1929 

Newcastle Public School 


