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 Newcastle Village and District  

Historical Society Newsletter  

Summer 2015 - Issue # 121 

As I write this piece in early June, it is absolutely pouring rain !   Joy, I 
am sure, for the flowers. 

 

Our consideration of a new Strategic Plan continues.  Our June Board of 
Directors meeting focused   almost entirely on the subject.  So far, we 
have identified what we are and what we are not and, importantly, what we want to 
be.  The object, of course, it is strengthen your Society, sharpen its focus while remaining a 
fairly broad-based source of information to the community and environs.   As I said in our 
Spring Newsletter, member input is welcome. 

 

I recently advised the membership of the creation of a committee to plan our participation in 
the annual Santa Claus Parade.  The committee is headed by member, Ms. Shellie Jack-
son.  Volunteer members wishing to work with Shellie on this exciting project may contact 
her at sjackson1292@rogers.com  And I look forward to walking with you in the Parade !! 

 

I would like to acknowledge a new corporate/business member.  It is Newcastle Block, the 
large stone, gravel and paver company located at the east end of the Village.  Newcastle 
Block joins ten other local companies, all proud members of the Society. 

 

The Society is currently seeking to fill a vacancy on the Board of Directors.  I would be hap-
py to speak to any member interested in serving on the Board.   Please know a historical 
science degree is NOT required.  Instead, the simple credentials are a willingness to serve 
along with the other dedicated Directors and to learn, as I have, about the exciting history of 
Newcastle and surrounding area. 

 

Finally, as I mentioned in the Spring Newsletter, Clarington Heritage Week (August 10 - 16, 
2015) is fast taking shape.  Our contribution will see several of your Board members con-
ducting walking tours of historic properties along King Avenue (Highway 2) and Mill Street 
at 6PM, Tuesday, August 11, 2015, ahead of the Concert in the Park (next to the Communi-
ty Hall) which starts at 7PM and, again, at Noon to 2PM on Sunday, August 16, 2015.  Both 
tours start from our Historical Room in the Community Hall.  Our tour guides will be using a 
great walking tour printed guide featuring thirty-one Village properties !   Watch for other 
amazing street tours and events taking place elsewhere in Clarington during Heritage 
Week ! 

 

Regards, 

Bob Malone, 
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The Doctor and Chemist Andersons 

By Myno Van Dyke 

 

Dr. William Anderson and his wife Margaret (Seaman) moved to 
Newcastle from Windsor, Ontario around 1906.   Their son, William 
“Barber” Henry Best Anderson graduated from the Detroit College 
of Medicine in July, 1904 with a “Degree of Graduate in Pharmacy”.  
Just a few weeks later Billie married Wilhelmina “Winnie” Eleanor 
Barrett in Toronto, Ont.   

It appears that upon arriving in Newcastle, Dr. Anderson purchased 
the “Combined Pharmacy and Medical Nyal Pharmacy” on King 
Street West at Church St.  This was also known as the “Music Hall”.  
Previously, it was the home of Northrop & Lyman Patent Medicines 
and the Farncomb Brothers also had a drug store there.  Today, 
there is still a small drug store there, Rexall Drugs but most of the 
lower part of the property is the Mac’s Milk Store.  There was also a 
living quarters in the building so it is assumed that the Andersons 
first lived there.  Dr. Anderson’s notes show that he did many house 
visits to his patients and charged $1 per visit.  He also utilized his 
pharmacy and would bring medicine for the patient to their home. 

Dr. William Anderson died in Newcastle in 1911 and is buried at 
Bond Head.  In Dr. Anderson’s will and last testament he advises 
that the Nyal building and contents be sold and all of the money be 
given to his daughter-in-law Winnie.  (This might indicate that when 
the building was purchased initially that funds were provided by her 
or her family.)  In his will he also indicated that he had 11 building 
lots in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.  

In 1913, Winnie Anderson purchased 215 Mill St. South at the north
-east corner of Mill and Edward Street from the Wright family.  Ear-
liest records from the Registry office show the property was owned 
by Lydia Wright in 1882 and then Phoebe Wright in 1895.  Elizabeth 
Wilmot then purchased the house and in August of 1913 sold it to 
Winnie.  The purchase price was $1000.  John J. Uglow, the Tailor on 
King East in Newcastle, held the $800 mortgage at 6%.  In 1925, the 
mortgage was taken over by Uglow’s widow Lottie.  At that time the 
Andersons still owed $650. 

In 1916, an advertisement indicated the business was called “W.H. 
Anderson”, owned solely by Billie.  The ad also indicated that he 
would soon be moving to a new larger premises on King Street.  At 
that time he was selling “fancy goods, china ware, novelties, school 
books, souvenir cards, tobaccos and cigars”.  He was also the agent 
for Eastman Kodak selling cameras and photo supplies.  He also sold 
fire and life insurance.  The Community Hall was built in 1923, 
across the street from his second location.  Apparently there was no 
washroom in his store and Billie regularly used the washroom in the 
Community Hall. In later years, he also apparently often slept in the 
store. 
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Newcastle resident Hazel Crago remembers Billie Anderson.  When 
she was in school in Newcastle, they would drop into Anderson's 
store to get school supplies.  She said that for many years his store 
was the last one before the Queen's Hotel (Busters) now known as 
#37 Hair Salon.   Next door (east) was Pete Holubenko's shoe repair 
shop.   

In 1942, Hazel won the Math Award at Newcastle High School and 
the prize was donated by Billie Anderson.  His prize was two pens.  
They did not match and Hazel believes that Billie would give away 
what he couldn’t sell. She still has those pens today. Hazel said that 
Billie always wore glasses on the top of his head and often he would 
ask them where his glasses were and they would be on his 
head.  She also said that Billie did not know where things were in his 
store and she remembers that he would often have to spend con-
siderable time looking for whatever school supplies they need-
ed.  She would ride her bike past Billie's house at Mill and Edward 
St.  She remembers that the house was in "a state of disrepair" for 
many years.  Apparently at this time (around 1942) he lived in the 
house alone.    

Billie and Winnie owned the Mill St. house from 1913 to 1943.  They 
had three children, all born in Newcastle.  Eleanor Nesbitt Anderson 
was born on September 10th, 1913, probably just after they moved 
into the house.  At age 38, Eleanor married 47 year old Robert 
George Campbell in 1951 in Windsor.  Robert died in Collingwood in 
1956. William Frederick Hugh John (Fred) was born in 1907 and died 
in 1968 in Windsor.  Hubert (Hoop) was born in 1916.  He married 

Fern Mildred KIRK on 09 Aug 1941 and died in Orangeville in 
2006.   

Winnie broke her hip at least twice.  The first time she tripped on 
the wooden sidewalk in front of her house.  Apparently, she sued 
the Village and was successful.  When Winnie had health problems, 
she moved back to Windsor leaving Billie alone there.  She died at 
the Riverview Hospital Nursing Home in Windsor in 1940.  In 1943, 
the home ownership was transferred to their daughter Eleanor Nes-
bitt Anderson and she sold the house to Robert Allison Cowan im-
mediately after.  Mr. Cowan appears to be the first male to own this 
home.   Billie appears to have then moved back to Windsor.  He also 
went into the Riverview Hospital Nursing Home and died  there on 
Sept. 20, 1946.  

In 1955, the house was sold to Harold and Helen Harris who lived 
there until 1984.  It was then owned by Michael and Margaret Cross 
who sold it in 1987 to Edward and Helen Dacey.  In July of 2010, 
Helen Dacey sold the house to Robert and Rosemary Malone and 
they reside there today.  
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The Garrod Clan 
 
 
Well let me tell you a story about the Garrod Clan, 
Who lived in a little town laid out by the Hanning plan, 
They didn't have much cash,  
In the twenties things were rash, Daddy said,  
We'll get along the best we can. 
 
Sister Nellie took off to become a scholar,  
And learn how to make a dollar,  
She did fine till a Boy named Walter,  
Led her to the alter, 
He worked on the boats; I think they call them Trawlers. 
 
Brother Alf liked to hunt and fish,  
Married Mary, quite a dish. 
He worked at the shop where he was so good,  
I guess they understood,  
They kept Him there for fifty-four years. 
 
Sister Betty worked for a while as a maid, 
Then went to the shop where she got better paid, 
A year or so later she got balmy  
Married her dear Tommy,  
Well you should see the family they made. 
 
Brother Gord was a real live sport,  
And he liked a little snort,  
He played the concertina,  
Married a girl named Lena, 
He was wild, yet he never ended up in court. 
 
Then of course there was young Vic,  
Who they say made people sick,  
Some say he was rude,  
Till he married a girl named Trude, 
Yet with her he did not stick. 
 
Well I have a sort of a hunch,  
You will think them a real wild bunch,  
Well let me tell you Brother,  
They had a real fine father and Mother,  
And all together they packed a mighty punch. 
. 

Keeping with our plan to run one  of Alf 

Garrod’s poems in each issue we now 

present  The Garrod Clan 
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Starkville School 

Looking for input into this photo. Can anyone identify any of 

the students or the year of the photo? 
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My Life on the Third Floor  

By Charles Crowther  
  

In the mid 1970’s, men started to wear their hair longer 
and thus were not coming to my Barber shop, known as 
Charles’ Bar-
ber Shop ( formerly Howard Quinney’s Barber Shop) on 
King Street East (now King Ave.) Newcastle, Ontario.  It 
is now a coffee and tea store and prior to that, a flower 
shop. So instead of my customers coming in every two 
to three weeks, they were coming every four to five 
weeks and it cut our income roughly in half.   
 

Maybe the owner of J. Anderson 
Smith Co. (JASCO), Grant Cooper and Plant Manag-
er Jack Adams, could see the writing on the wall before I 
did, because at different times they had mentioned 
about me coming over to 
work for them. One time, I 
mentioned to Grant, that my 
Dad (George Crowther), told 
me if I did not work harder at 
school I would end up like 
him and work at the facto-
ry.  I would walk by 
the factory and in the sum-
mer, the windows would be 
open and there were Dad, Norm Allin and Tom Brown 
(Judy Hope’s dad) covered in sawdust. As I mentioned 
to Grant, it was not an appealing sight and that picture 
was in my head when the name JASCO was mentioned. 
To Grant’s credit, he understood my reasoning and did 
not hold anything against me.  
 

By 1975, I had had enough of Barbering and my wife, 
Lynda, had worked out that during the previous year 
and into the present, we were breaking even with the 
business and “earning” $3.50 an hour. So, after another 
approach by Jack Adams, I was ready to make the 
move from Barbering.  After an interview, Jack hired me 
and said the best he could do was to pay me $5.00 an 
hour!   Wow, I had hit the mother lode!  
 

I was hired as a “Foreman in Training” and would be 
working under the Foreman, John Scott, who I knew 
quite well because as a boy I played with his sons.  My 
“Trainer” would be Fred Couch, who was 
the Assistant Foreman to John, and I knew Fred as 
well.   It was my belief that there were a lot of experi-

enced workers at JASCO, but there were no younger 
people to take their place  (maybe their dads had 
warned them, like mine did) and  maybe this was the 
reason they hired me at the age of 34 with other young 
men being hired at the same time.   
 

JASCO was a jewelry and silverware cabinet compa-
ny.  The products were started from scratch 
with raw lumber brought in and turned into hand 
and machine crafted cabinets. These were NOT BOXES. 
The factory was commonly referred to as the “Box Fac-
tory”, often by those who maybe had not been inside to 
see how these cabinets and cases were constructed.  
 
According to the Newcastle Village & District Historical 
Society, the factory was first constructed by Daniel Mas-
sey in 1849 and later rebuilt after a fire in 1869.  It was 

then known as the Massey Manufacturing 
Company and became the largest agricultural 
implement business in Canada. In 1879 the 
company left Newcastle and moved to Toron-
to.  Around 1916, James A. Smith was build-
ing ammunition boxes in the factory for the 
war effort.  After the war, he started his cabi-
net factory.   
 
 

As mentioned, my dad’s working area on the bottom 
floor was a dusty place to work.  This was where the 
boards were cut to size, sanded and formed by ma-
chines for the different styles that we were producing. 
After completion, they were hand-carried up to the 
2nd floor where they were further finished and sprayed 
in booths that sucked out the fumes as it was a smelly 
operation. After they were dry, they came up to the 
third floor where they were put on racks  When needed, 
Norm Graham, (who lived with his sister Ethel Keast on 
what was the Albert and Myrtle Pierce farm) would 
hinge the cases with a machine in which the small hing-
es were set.  Then, he stepped on a peddle and the 
hinges were driven into the cases. These were the less 
expensive cases as the more costly ones were hand pro-
duced.  After Norm was finished, Cindy Scott, (John 
Scott’s daughter) would install either pulls and or han-
dles and the cases were now ready to be lined.  
 

The third floor was a hot area in the summer but by the 
nature of what we were doing, it was a clean work envi-
ronment. First, the Ontario Government came out 
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with a new Health and Safety program 
called “Workplace Hazardous Materials Information Sys-
tem (WHMIS) around the late 1980’s. We had to list all 
materials that we were using that might be deemed to be 
dangerous environmentally or machines that were dan-
gerous to operate.   If my memory serves me correct, 
Chris Cooper, (Grant Cooper’s son) was responsible for 
collecting this information.  When I had to list the-

se “dangerous” items, I realized that the slabs of glue 
of roughly 12 inches square and 3 inches thick quali-
fied.  Also, some machines that we used to punch out 
patterns for silverware had no arm guards to pull your 
hands away and these were also dangerous. I have since 
learned that Vivian Vance had some part of her fingers 
cut off while cutting some material.  
 

When I first started the job, our work process would 
begin with Rita Gordon who worked in the 
office upstairs with Grant Cooper and (for exam-
ple) would issue an order for 1000 cases to be shipped to 
Birks Jewelers (they demanded more quality than other 
companies).   We shipped to Eatons, Simpsons and 
all of the major stores in Ontario and probably outside 
the Province as well. We made inserts for silverware to 
be shipped to Gibbard’s Furniture in Napanee, Ontar-
io and Oneida Silverware in Smith Falls, Ontario, among 
others.  After the cases were ready to be lined,  John 
Scott would have  Hazel Parker (nee Rowe)  hand out the 
cases and inserts, usually 30 – 60 depending on the size 
of the cases, to Allie Laking (Gord) , Doreen Switzer, Judy 
Rand  and Myrtle Kloster, among others.  
 

Vivian Vance was the cloth cutter and she used a long ta-
ble with a bolt of velvet material of varying grades that 
were  attached to hooks to keep the rolls of 

the velvet  material from touching, and she would then 
cut the material to different sizes for 
the various areas .  These boxes of bolts of material were 
hand carried from supply up to us usually by Chris Cooper 
or Joe Smith. For example, there would 
be material pieces 12 inches square and they would go to 
Eleanor Perrin ( nee Hancock) and Doreen McNevin (nee 
Selby).  These ladies worked on a machine that had hot 
glue 

in it.    Then Eleanor and Doreen would run the material 
over the rollers that were laying in hot glue, and run the 
material over the roller and then place on a metal table 
and then they would lay a piece of cardboard on top to 
adhere to the material.  
These pieces would then be cut to size by Fred Couch 
and me on a table.  There was a fence and we would step 
on a pedal to lock the cardboard in place. Then we 
brought down a guillotine knife about 5 feet long and cut 
the pieces to size for Hazel to take to the girls for fitting in 
the cases.  Other inserts would be “puckering” satin for 
the handles of the knives in the silverware cabinet and 
Hazel Parker would do that job, when not busy with oth-
er chores.  Louise Hancock, (who was a neighbour 
of my parents, George and Hazel Crowther on Beaver and 
Edward streets) and Cecilia Reigger, (who lived in the first 
house north of the "hole in the wall") both covered the 
non tarnished wooden blocks with velvets that held the 
silverware (forks, spoons etc.) Over my years Marlene 
Sheehan (nee Laking, and Donna (who was 
Doreen McNevin’s daughter) also covered blocks and Ju-
dy Hope told me she also did that job from her 
home. Others working on the floor at one or the other 
were Cecil Finley, Mrs. Cliff Flintoff, Ce-
lina Aldread (Lloyd), Hazel Donahue and Eth-
el Shackleton.  
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After a few years, Fred Couch started to work mornings, 
as a way to ease into retirement and finally after many 
years, did retire. I assumed Fred’s position as assis-
tant to John Scott. I enjoyed working there and got 
along well with the staff.  A few years later, John did the 
same as Fred and started to work half days and I would 
be in authority in his absence until he retired for good 
and I took over. Although I was a Foreman, I was a 
“Working Foreman” and worked to supply the ladies 

with stock as well as my other duties.  Every morning,  
all of the Foremen took their production sheets over for 
Grant’s perusal and for Rita Gordon to update our 
stock.  As stated, when I first started we would be work-
ing with large amounts of stock to be delivered to ware-
houses, however later on, the major chains stopped do-
ing it that way and ordered directly from us. So, we had 
to store the stock and thus we did smaller lots as we 
had to have a little of everything on hand and this made 
our work more difficult. We also made wooden urns to 
hold the ashes after a cremation that had a plastic bag 
and a name plate included and as well as producing a 
cabinet to hold the Pope’s regalia, while on a visit to 
Canada.  
 

I would be remiss in not mentioning the Shipping De-
partment who were in the north -west corner of our 
floor where June Sellers (nee Quinney) and Kim inspect-
ed our production. If some were rejected for some rea-
son, the liners would have to fix their mistakes and not 
get paid for them.  
 

In 1989, Grant informed the staff that the factory would 
be closing that year. It was a sad time for most as we 
had just started a pension plan 5 years before and we 
would not have much equity built up. Part of the reason 
for closure was wages, as Grant would say that our wag-
es were higher than in a New York State factory that did 

similar work. All jobs done by the women were piece 
work and as long as they were busy, I believe they made 
good money as I am sure some made more than the 
Foreman on some of the better paying jobs.  Each even-
ing, the girls would hand in their time sheets that would 
end up going to Ruby Brunt and Audrey Gogerty, among 
others, to establish their rate of pay that was in 
cash, and handed out a week later.  

  
Prior to the closing, some of us were asked to stay on 
and we would get a bonus if we stayed for another year, 
which I did. Bernie Hogan joined me as well and he was 
a big help along with some key personnel in each area.   
 

Finally the day came in 1990. After 15 years at JASCO,  it 
was over and I never regretted moving to the James An-
derson Smith Co.  JASCO was a great company to work 
for and they were 
kind and caring to 
their employees, 
but most im-
portant of all, we 
were much more 
than a “box facto-
ry” . 
 

Submitted by 
Charles Crowther  
Thanks to Judy Hope and 
Doreen McNevin for their assistance in remember-
ing names that I had forgotten. Edited by Myno Van 
Dyke, with thanks.  
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Curator’s Committee 
 
Since the last newsletter we have catalogued 108 items, as we meet 
nearly every Tuesday afternoon at the history room. 

 

Of course, there isn’t room here to tell you about all of them, so 
here is a hint….. 

 

You may be aware of the JASCO material that we received from the 
Clarington Museums and Archives a few months ago.   

 

 

While sifting through it (yes, it took all winter!) we came across 
some wonderful pencil sketches of what the various boxes and 
stands should look like when finished.  Above is one of those 
sketches – for a silverware box on legs – even shows the sheen 
where it might be polished up nicely!  A local artist – wonder who it 
was? 

 

Just a couple of weeks ago we were given  some items by Jean Rick-
ard.  Among them was a membership card for the Methodist 
church.  There are likely many of these hiding around the township 
in attics and family history shoe boxes.  What makes this one so 
special is the date on it….. 

 

 
It is for the year ending May, 1925.  Just a few days later there was 
no Methodist Church – it would be part of the new United Church 
of Canada.  So here, in one little 3” x 2 ½ “ card sits a bit of Canada’s 
history, with a local theme to it. 

 

When we open bags or boxes of goodies, we are never quite sure 
what we will find.  In the collection of material from Jean – mostly 
Samuel Bonathan items – there were some very special cheques he 
had written.  They tell a whole story about a local event – but I am 
going to leave that tale for another time – Myno has promised to 
write it up for a future newsletter. 

 

Also in a future newsletter will be the story of a photo we received 
showing two WW1 soldiers – we know who they were, but they 
were not local boys – or were they?? 

Stay tuned for both of these tales  
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Annual Fees for Members - 

 
Single Membership (one vote): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand  .....................................................  Annual fees for calendar year $15. 
Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  ............................................................ Annual fees for calendar year $10. 

Family Membership (two votes): 
Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand  .....................................................  Annual fees for calendar year $20. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)  .......................................................... . Annual fees for calendar year $15. 

Corporate membership (one vote): 
Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) 

Annual fees for calendar year $25. 

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter 

We are grateful to Swan Signs for their support 

 
Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

 
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com And Secretary, Myno Van Dyke by telephone at (905) 987
-5482, or e-mail at myno@sympatico.ca or by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society:  20 

King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7 

 

From the dim and distant past 

mailto:myno@sympatico.ca

