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Definition of a historical society:   

… an organization that collects, researches, interprets 

and preserves information or items of historical interest. 

Generally, a historical society focuses on a specific   ge-

ographical area, such as a county or town or subject.  

Many historical societies publish journals or maintain 

museums to showcase their field of study. 
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For a society to survive and thrive for thirty years, a lot of enthusiastic individuals are need-

ed. This issue is dedicated to the creative individuals who had a vision and decided to start a 

historical      society in Newcastle over 30 years ago and those who have come along since, 

contributing their time and ideas to this worthwhile endeavour.   

One of these volunteers, Dorothy Brown, shares her „Meanderings‟ on Page 2.   
 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting to be held on February 12th 2013 in 

the Historical Room at the Newcastle Community Hall.  

Plan to bring something for “Show & Tell” as this is the highlight of this 

meeting. We have been doing “show and tell “for many years now and it is 

still a hit as people still have wonderful stories to tell.  

Of course we will be electing a new list of directors and suggestions would 

be appreciated.  If you would like to volunteer or suggest someone please e

-mail Shelly Jackson at sjackson1292@rogers.com.   

We will also be voting on a revised constitution on which Marion Saunders 

and  Bob Malone have spent many hours . Come and hear all the latest 

news on our projects. 

 

mailto:sjackson1292@rogers.com
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Visiting great-aunts Annie Gibson and Kitty Coulter, who lived in The Towers, we 

watched lawn bowling on the green beside the Newcastle Community Hall. 

Picking berries was a must; firstly so Gramma could bake delicious pies and 

tarts; secondly we picked at Harry Dudley‟s farm to earn money; one or two cents 

a box. My brother earned enough to buy a Brownie camera which I still have. 

We swam in the creek below the house and I was so pleased when the new 

bridge over Graham Creek was named Hunter‟s Bend. 

It was a happy time and, with so much family history of the Hunter and Coulson 

ancestors, it was good reason to decide to retire here. 

Part of my work at CEC Oshawa was to search area newspapers for economic 

and employment data. And so I found the notice inviting anyone interested in 

forming a historical society in Newcastle to attend a meeting…… 

Of course I was interested and for three years I drove out to the meetings until I 

moved to the village.   A move that I have never regretted. 

While I was born in Belleville, the 

first ten years of my life were my 

„early years` in Newcastle. 

Each summer, until my grand-

mother‟s death in 1930, mother 

would pack up my two siblings and 

me and move us to Newcastle.  We 

three children were baptized there 

by Rev. Clare, Minister of the Meth-

odist Church. 

I remember well the cinder walk 

and the Mountain  Ash Trees front-

ing the house.  We visited old family 

friends, Frank and Maggie Bone, on 

the  Lakeshore,  where we ran 

up and slid down the sand 

dunes across from their farm.  

In later years the dunes were 

used as a garbage dump; later 

still a lovely home was built 

there.  

We rode Nellie, Harry Pearce‟s 

old horse, up and down the 

laneway  and watched in horror 

as Harry caught and beheaded a 

hen for their supper. 

M e a n d e r i n g s  

By Dorothy Brown 
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T h e  F i r s t  Y e a r  

By Myno Van Dyke 
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The first recorded meeting of 

the NVDHS was August 10, 

1981.   

At that time it was called the 

Newcastle Village Historical 

Group.  This  first meeting took 

place at St. George‟s Anglican 

Church on Mill St. South. Peggy 

Moorehouse and Pat Macdon-

nell chaired the meeting.    

The first task of this new group 

was to distribute a survey 

around the village.  Bob Willsher 

was in charge of it.   

Others present at the meeting 

included Keith Barr, Bob 

Willsher, Lorraine Lover, Pippa 

Schmiegelow, Pat Eilbeck and 

Alan Haldenby. 

The focus of this survey was to see if 

there was enough interest to save and 

preserve the St. Francis of Assisi Church and to see if the community would participate in fundraising to 

solicit financial donations to maintain the building.  The other issues were moving the building to a suita-

ble site and getting the Municipality to provide some interim financing. The estimated cost of moving the 

building and putting it on a new foundation was $10,500.  There was to be a Public Meeting at the New-

castle Community Hall on  August 18, 1981.   

At this initial meeting, the group also decided to charge membership fees of $5.00 per person and $7.00 

per family. 

Forty-five to fifty people attended the Public Meeting. Jack Gordon showed some old movies, likely from the 

Carveth collection.  Mrs. Vienot, the Curator of the Bowmanville Museum was their guest speaker. 

Just a few weeks later, on September 2, the group had another meeting at the Anglican Church Parish 

Hall.  This time, in the minutes, they were called the Newcastle Village Historical Society.  Francis Jose 

and Dick Lovekin were at this meeting.  Councillor Diane Hamre was also at the meeting and commended 

them all for their willingness to start the group.  The minutes indicate that the group abandoned the idea 

of obtaining the old church.  Bob Willsher reported on the results of the survey.  Response was generally 

“favourable” (85% voted yes, 14% voted no and 1% had no opinion). Some objected because they felt 

there would be an increase in their property taxes. 

Keith Barr and Brenton Rickard had checked the building out and determined that it would be a much 

more expensive proposition than originally thought.  It needed a new roof and there was dry rot. The Lion‟s 

Club had offered to put up the down payment. Francis Jose said that “the Society should be gathering  

local history for the present and this would one day lead to a building being either built or donated for the 

Museum”.  Murray Walton made a motion, seconded by Murray Paterson “that the Newcastle Lion’s Club, 

Edvan Realty and Rev. Walsh of St. Francis of Assisi Church be advised that the Group is unable to go any 

further with our plans to purchase the Roman Catholic Church at this time due to the lack of financial   

resources”. 

NV&DHS Executive 1982 

Back row Ann McFadden, Jack Gordon, Grace Rudell, Lynn Lovekin, Ron Locke 

Front row Pat Macdonnell, Mable Goode, Dorothy Brown 

Cont‟d. on Page 4 
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Pat Macdonnell later wrote that they had 

been offered an unoccupied school porta-

ble by the local school board.  This was 

considered but they felt it was not suita-

ble. 

The next recorded meeting is March 9th, 

1982.  This meeting was held at the Coun-

cil Chambers in the Newcastle Community 

Hall. 

Present was Mr. & Mrs. Kinear, Lena Gra-

ham, Murray Walton, Dorothy Brown, Ann 

MacFadden, Lynda and Bob Willsher, Fran-

cis Jose, Lynn & Dick Lovekin, and Pat 

Macdonnell.  Lynn Lovekin was the Secre-

tary. 

Pat showed the members the room in the 

Community Hall that had been offered to 

them for a token rental of $1.00 per year.   

They could have it on March 1, 1982.    

The group decided to have a “Museum 

Day” (later referred to as a “Heritage Day”) 

on June 19, 1982 and booked the Commu-

nity Hall for that event.   

Ron Locke had  offered to help with finding 

members. Other initiatives included a    

desire by the group for  a heritage plaque 

to honour the Masseys and it should be 

placed in front of the J. Anderson Smith 

factory at King & Beaver Streets.   Dick and 

Lynn Lovekin were going to the Registry 

Office to find the original location of the 

Massey Foundry in Bond Head.   Francis 

Jose was going to check with M.P. Sam 

Cureatz to see what the process would be 

to get the plaque.  A suggestion was also 

made that the Community Hall be          

renamed the Massey Community Hall. 

At this point, the group discussed the idea of incorporating the Historical  

Society and making it a Non-Profit Organization.  This was done and the first 

President was Patricia Macdonnell. 

The next meeting on May 3rd was held at Anne MacFadden‟s home where   it 

was announced that Mabel Goode and Grace Rudell had agreed to sit on the 

Board.  At this meeting they made plans for their upcoming Museum Day.   

Dorothy Brown was looking into the Group joining the Ontario Historical     

Society.  A number of fundraising projects were underway for the Museum 

Day.  Anneke Verbeek had donated several of her paintings to be raffled off.  

The Elliott brothers in  Newtonville were bringing old cars to display, Murray 

Walton was organizing a “Walkathon”, Jack Gordon was showing old movies 

and Ron Locke had  obtained a number of performers for the programme.  

The Heritage Day was a great success.  The group ended up with $3000 in 

the bank. They booked the Hall for two more Heritage Day events, May 14, 

1983 and the 3rd Sat. of June in 1984. Dorothy Brown drafted a new consti-

tution and worked hard to get the group into the Ontario Historical Society 

That year, meetings were held at Alfred and Lena Graham‟s “Belmont”, Dick 

and Lynn Lovekin‟s “Kilcolman Farm”, Keith Barr‟s home and Pat and Mike 

Macdonnell‟s home. 

On September 20, 1982, Ron Locke became the new President.  Pat       

Macdonnell‟s 1st Annual Report in September said, “We are on our way.  We 

know who we are; we have a place to live and money in the bank.  And, we 

are known to many in the community who hope we prosper.” 

At the next meeting on Monday, October 25, 1982, the “Group” was now  

officially called “The Newcastle Village and District Historical Society”. 

 

P a g e  4  
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In 1870, the British and Colonial Emigration Fund assisted over 5,000 people mostly 

from London to immigrate to Canada.  

From a collection of letters sent back to their families, we discover that at least one of 

the people they assisted came to Newcastle.  Unfortunately, we do not know the name of 

this person but the letter featured here relates many interesting facts about arriving here 

in 1870. 

The letter below is a reprint of the original with the spelling as written.  

 

From an Emigrant per S.S. Ganges June, 25, 1870 
My Dear Mother, Father, Sisters, and Brothers 
I now drop you a few lines to' let you know that I arrived safe And sound at our 
destination on Saturday at 5 o’clock  after 2 nights and 2 days traning755 miles 
from Quebec. You talk about riding in a train come and have a ride on the Grand 
Trunk Railway they don't ride but jump half the way. We landed at Quebec on 
Wednesday stoped all night there such a set out you never did see drunk and 
fighting with all the English French Irish Dutch and Black fellows and I was 
very, glad to get away. They would not send me to Hamilton as there was too 
many gone there. We left three parts of our chaps on the way such as Otwa 
Montreal Preston Cornwall Pointhope Oshwa Newtonville and other stations. My 
dear Mother now about myself 1 arrived at Newcastle on Saturday at 5 o'clock 
and only me that was left here and you may guess I was in a funek so the Station 
Master told me to go up to the Village so I went and when 1 got there I ask some 
Gentleman if I could get a Lodging so they ask me where I was from and I told 
them from London. When I said London it flew about like wild fire one came and 
gave me a house to live in rent free one lent me a stove one lent me one thing and 
one another one asc me to Tea one to super. We was so tired that we was glad to 
rest ourselves we went to Tea. Now come the best of it. A Gentleman , came and 
engaged me to go to work for him at 1 Dollar and 60 cents a day Board and  
Lodging another came and offered me a job and the foreman of the Agriculture  
Machine foundry came to. You see 1 am not hard up for a job they ingage by the 
month. Newcastle is a very pretty town an the Borders of the Lake Ontario. 
 

P a g e  5  
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There is plenty of house. Streams with plenty of fish. Wood with plenty of 
game.' Plenty of Mills in fact plenty of everything. No police no Robery or 
fighting. The weather is very hot provisions is very cheap: Bread 13 cents But-
ter 15 cents Pound Eggs 12 cents doz. prime mutton 10 cents pound. Beer is 5 
cents a 1/2 pint Glass. Whiskey is very cheap. You go in take the bottle and 
drink it for 6 cents tobaco is 26 cents a pound in fact everything is cheap. Rent 
is very cheap a cottage is 2 dollars a month with plenty of garden. Wood is very 
dear on account of the distance they bring from as the place is cleared for miles 
around. I paid If dollar for half a cord that is 4 feet square all over. A Cooking 
stove is 2 pound to 10 pound each. My dear Mother we have just had a dinner 
that would do your Eyesight good to see it Lamb peas potatoes. You tell my 
Brothers to try and come by all means shure to get on here as the people say if 
you try yourself they will help you so I am going try. The Town Council say if 
I try myself they will not let me starve. You tell Mr. Brown that I am very 
much obliged to him for his kindness to me in getting me out I will write to him 
soon as I am a little more settled. The other chap that came from Notting Hill 
are all gone to Toronto so I am hear all By myself. You should see the people 
come and have a look at the New Imagrant it is a wonderfull thing to have one 
come here. Annie is getting better but still very weak she send her kind love to 
all the children are all first-rate. I am about to put Jim to a farmer up in the 
Country to learn farming. Tell all mates how I am. Tell Darkey to try and come 
as he is just the man they want here. Tell B____ not to think of coming out 
here they don't want hogish people here. Tell my Brothers if they have work to 
save all they can and come out next year. Tell Archie to learn all he can and 
come out. Tell Wally he must run up a bit and slip over here plenty work for 
boys to ride horses and Cattle just what he likes and Minie to milk the Cows and 
turn the Butter Churn 1 must conclude with my best love to all . 
I remain your aff Son 
Goodbye, God bless you all.  
My address is Newcastle, Township of Clark, Canada West, 
North America. 

P a g e  6  
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Durham County Directory, 1869-1870 
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More of the Directory follow on Page 8 

M E R R Y  C H R I S T M A S  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  O F  T H E  N E W -

C A S T L E  V I L L A G E  &  D I S T R I C T  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  

 

Christmas was a very special time for the people that came here two-hundred years 

ago.  It was an opportunity to stop and chat with everyone you would meet on the 

street and to wish them and their family a Very Merry Christmas.  You knew almost 

everyone on the street and the people that you didn’t know would also be greeted with 

a hearty MERRY CHRISTMAS.  

With that in mind we wish you and yours a Very Merry Christmas 2012 
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Wow, as we head towards a season of celebration, I’ve been told that, aside from the     Hol-
idays, congratulations for the 30th birthday of The Newcastle Village and District Historical 
Society are in order. That’s historic all in itself! As I thought about what I might write,     I 
wondered what the headlines looked like 30 years ago. Here’s a peek. 

Glancing through the headlines of 30 years ago, I read that the US government was deeply 
concerned with a budget deficit of 104 billion dollars, which looks pretty good in light of  
current worries over a 1.3 trillion dollar deficit. Then there was the headline about hard 
times at GM and workers having to make concessions, the unrest in Afghanistan and the  
fighting in Syria. It sounds eerily familiar.  

Unfazed, I took a look at the Town of Newcastle’s minutes from 30 years ago. Some of the 
things I found? Well, taxes and development charges were issues, the Region was asked to 
look at options for our garbage and upgrades to the Mill St. underpass were apparently need-
ed. The icing on the cake, so to speak, was a quote from Ronald Reagan. He said, 
“Governments have a tendency not to solve problems, only rearrange them”. I think he might 
have hit the nail on the head, though I do want to point out that we finally got Mill St done 
this year. 

I suppose it’s true that the more things change, the more they stay the same. And that’s   
not a bad thing. One of the things that hasn’t changed has been the dedication and effort   
of folks in the Society who work so hard to preserve the Village’s history. For this, we are 
truly grateful. 

On behalf of Clarington Council and on behalf of all of our residents, happy 30th and our 
thanks for all of the wonderful work that you do! 

Adrian Foster, 
Mayor  

 

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society 30th Anniversary 

 

As Member of Provincial Parliament for Durham, it is my privilege to congratulate the    
Newcastle Village and District Historical Society on 30 outstanding years. 

The Historical Society volunteers are to be commended for ensuring Newcastle’s history is 
preserved for future generations. Our collective memory for special people, places and 
events is the sign of a vibrant and engaged community. It is this knowledge of our heritage 
that helps to inspire strong communities today and for the years to come. 

Please know that the leadership of the Historical Society in bringing together people with a 
passion for local history is appreciated. Thank you for sharing your interest and your        
expertise. 

Best wishes for continued success on behalf of the Province of Ontario and the citizens of 
Durham Riding. 

Yours truly, 

 
John R. O’Toole, MPP 
Durham 
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Annual Fees for Members—Single Membership (one vote): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand          …  Annual fees for calendar year $15. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)             …  Annual fees for calendar year $10 

Family Membership (two votes): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand          …  Annual fees for calendar year $20. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)             …  Annual fees for calendar year $15 

Corporate membership (one vote): 

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail) (pdf)    

      …  Annual fees for calendar year $25. 

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter 
 

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle, who generously 

supply the room with complementary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.  

We would also like to acknowledge Swan Signs for their sponsorship. 

Requests of the Membership - 

The following request was published in the last newsletter and I am happy to report that Charles 

Crowther has stepped forward and volunteered to  Index all the newsletters from day one.  Charles 

has already indexed several of the issues and expects to have the rest done in a years time.  Charles 

finds the old newsletters very interesting and we are very grateful to Charles for taking this project 

on.  

Charles reports that he is up to issue 36 and has recorded over 1000 names. He has offered to look 

up names for anyone interested in a particular name.  He can be reached at 

charles.crowther@sympatico.ca  

 

We have recently converted all our past newsletters to digital form and are now looking for volunteers to go through 

them and produce a name index.  You may do one or two issues or you may wish to do them all (111 issues).  Interested 

parties may also call Ron Locke 905-987-4406. 

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle’s Community Hall every Saturday and Tuesday morning from 9:30 - 12:00. 

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com or at  

Newcastle Historical Society 20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7 

 And by telephone at (905) 987-7764, NV&DHS President Deborah Leslie 

mailto:GBJeeves@rogers.com

