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President’s Message 

 

General Meeting 

I hope you have all had a happy and safe summer and 

are ready to take up the challenge that is our Canadian 

winter. 

The President’s Pot Luck was a success that seemed to 

be enjoyed by all – thank you Jack Hartwell for the pho-

tos.  The weather was great and there was again plenty 

of food for everyone.  I would like to thank Sher Lee-

tooze for providing notepads and pencils that let us 

know about the Ontario Genealogical Society Confer-

ence – next year May 3 - June 2.  The OGS is proud to 

be hosting this event in Oshawa. You can find out more 

about it at – www.ogs.on.ca/conference. 

The Society took the collection on the road again to the 

Newcastle Library for Cultural Days.  Many thanks 

should go to Shellie Jackson and Bev Jeeves for their 

hard work in the planning of this event.  Thank you also 

to Leslie Wilson and Erla Jose for their help. Without all 

of these people this event would not have happened.  

We are already looking at ways to make next years’ 

event better should we decide to take part in it. 

Fall Fair days have also come and gone and the Histori-

cal Room looked great. Thank you to all for their help.  

The public truly seemed to enjoy the display and we 

were busy!  The outside crowds were treated with Bev-

erly Jeeves and her group of volunteers as they sang the 

ever popular “Coming Home Newcastle” – again they 

were great, I had several people come up later and say 

what a terrific song it is!  Good job Bev! 

Looking forward, there is talk of taking part in the Santa 

Claus parade this year – after all it is our 30th anniver-

sary and we need to get out there in the public eye.  

We are not going away!  Ideas and suggestions are wel-

come. 

Remember this is your society – you are an important 

part – the Room is once again open every Tuesday and 

Saturday morning from 9:30 – 12:00. Come out and 

take a look at what is new – who is new and what we 

are doing! 

Thank you. 

Deborah Leslie 

President, NV&DHS 

The next General Meeting of NV&DHS will be held 

November 6th in the Centennial Room at the Newcas-

tle Community Hall at 7 PM. 

We will be showing a video that the Historical Society 

made in 1987. In the late 1980s and early 90s, we made 

several videos of local people who were born around 

the turn of the century. This video is one of these and 

depicts what it was like to grow up in Newcastle in the 

teens and 20s. It stars two brothers who were born 

and grew up here and many people will remember 

them as George and Bob Walton. 

The meeting will be held in the Centennial Room start-

ing at 7 PM. There will be no admittance charge, but a 

donation basket will be passed around and, if we are 

lucky, popcorn and refreshments will be available. 

Please come early as we expect to fill the room. 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting to be held 

on February 12th 2013 in the Historical Room at the 

Newcastle Community Hall. Plan to bring something 

for “Show & Tell”, the highlight of this meeting. We 

have been doing “show and tell “for many years now 

and it is still a hit as people still have stories to tell. 

 

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle’s Community Hall every Saturday and Tuesday morning from 9:30 - 12:00. 

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com or at newcastle.historic@gmail.com 

 And by telephone at (905) 987-7764, NV&DHS President Deborah Leslie 

http://www.ogs.on.ca/conference
mailto:GBJeeves@rogers.com


      

  

 By Myno Van Dyke 

Arthur Drummond was born 

on May 28, 1891, the first son 

of Alexander A. Drummond 

and his wife Mary (Reesor).  

Arthur’s grandfather, Rev. A.A. 

Drummond, was a former  

Presbyterian Minister in     

Newcastle.  Rev. Drummond’s 

home still stands at 236 King 

Ave. W. in Newcastle (now 

Sturrocks Antiques). 

When Arthur was 11 years old 

he started school at Upper 

Canada College, graduating 

from there when he was 19 

years old.   Upon graduation, he 

joined the Standard Bank of 

Canada (now the CIBC). 

 

Arthur was following in his father’s footsteps. His father 

had been the Chief Inspector for the Standard Bank and 

young Arthur often travelled with him across Canada.  At 

a young age, Arthur began drawing and painting and went 

to evening classes at the Ontario College of Art.  He con-

tinued attending classes for about 10 years.  He was also 

privately tutored by William Cutts, ARCA.  Arthur lived 

with his parents, brother Ken and sister Ethel in Toronto 

at 63 Inglewood Drive. 

At the Ontario College of Art, 

he became proficient in water-

colours and oils.   He studied 

under such famous Canadian art-

ists as C.M. Manly, Emanuel 

Hahn, George Reid, and J.W. 

Beatty.  He also shared studio 

space with many well known  

Toronto artists, A.J. Casson, 

J.E.H. MacDonald, Arthur Lismer 

and A.Y Jackson, who all became 

known as “The Group of Seven”.  

Arthur won a number of awards 

for pictorial composition and a 

“Brigden Scholarship” for figure 

painting.    

From 1918 to 1937, Arthur   

exhibited with the Royal        

Canadian Academy, The        

Canadian National Exhibition, 

The Ontario Society of Artists, 

The Art Association of Montreal, 

the Montreal Museum of Fine 

Art and the American Water 

colour Society (A.W.S.).  In 1930, 

Arthur Drummond became the first Canadian to 

be asked to join the A.W.S.  Although widely 

acclaimed as an artist, he continued to pursue 

his career with the Standard Bank. 

Arthur was also an accomplished musician.  He 

became “First Violinist” with the Symphony   

Orchestra of the Toronto Conservatory of   

Music.  It was there that he met vocalist, Luella 

Buchanan.  Luella was also the Principal of Oro-

no High School from 1919 to 1929.  In 1925, 

Arthur became the bank manager at the Stand-

ard Bank in Orono.  Arthur and Luella married 

in 1931 and later had a son Alexander. 

The Drummonds often performed recitals    

together with Arthur on the violin and Luella 

singing and playing the piano.  Later, Arthur joined 

the General Motors Symphony in Oshawa and also 

played violin in Andrew Knox’s Orono Band. 

The Drummonds also had a very strong connection to 

Orono United Church.  Arthur was the Clerk of      

Session there for 22 years.  He was on numerous    

committees and was involved in the fund raising for the 

new church building after the disastrous fire in 1950.  

Luella sang in the Orono Church Choir, was President 

of the Women’s Missionary Society and was the Sunday 

School Superintendent in the 1930’s and 1940’s. 

Arthur A. Drummond    
1891—1977 

Home of Rev. A. A. Drummond  

236 King Ave. W. Newcastle, Ont. 



 

 

 

St. George’s Anglican Church  

by Arthur A. Drummond 

His use of vivid colours makes his paintings stand out.  

He was known as “one of the best tree painters in Cana-

da”.  My favourite in our little collection, is one of St. 

George’s Anglican Church in Newcastle.  Interestingly, 

our member Jack Gordon has a very similar Drummond 

painting of the same church.   

Today, Drummond paintings are often considered more 

valuable than they were when we purchased ours. Pres-

ently, some of his original paintings are available at the 

Robert’s Gallery, 641 Yonge St. Toronto.   

According to Susan Tietavainen, Gallery Attendant, the 

smaller Drummond paintings in their gallery sell for  

$1400-$1600 each.   

Visit www.robertsgallery.net and look for Drummond’s 

Portfolio. 

During the 1930’s, Arthur began selling his paintings 

from his home studio at the south west corner of 

Sommerville and Main Street in Orono.  During the 

summer months, Arthur and Luella travelled often 

to Muskoka, Parry Sound and Haliburton where he 

made sketches of his favourite scenery. Over the 

winter months, he would develop them into the 

finished canvases, both in oil and watercolour.  In 

1947, Arthur retired from the bank and was able to 

fulfill his dream of being a full-time artist. 

Many young engaged couples in Orono were invited 

to visit the Drummond home before their weddings. 

Luella and Arthur would let them pick out a painting 

on display and take it home as a wedding present.  

Consequently, there were many homes in the village 

and surrounding area that had a “Drummond” in 

their home. 

In 1975, Arthur hosted a “One-Man Travelling Exhi-

bition” of fifty five of his paintings. This was on dis-

play at the Robert McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa.  

That same year, his art was also displayed at the 

Clarke Public Library in Orono and the community 

had a big party for him.  Unfortunately, Luella, 

stricken with Alzheimer’s was unable to be there.  

Two years later, Arthur died at the age of 85.  Luel-

la died in 1981. 

In 2002, Orono United Church had a “Drummond 

Day” where local people brought their Drummond 

paintings to display at the church. There were about 

50 Drummond paintings there. That fall, Mary Loft-

house and Charles Tawes put together another 

wonderful display of Drummond paintings at the 

Clarke Museum (Old Kirby Schoolhouse). 

I have always found Arthur Drummond to be a fas-

cinating local artist.   His early award winning 

“figure” paintings were incredible.  You can often 

see how he was influenced by the Group of Seven 

Artists. Most of the Drummond paintings in our ar-

ea are “Muskoka” scenes.  Arthur framed his own 

work and most of the frames are also very similar in 

style. Over the years, we have owned three Drum-

mond paintings and loved them all. 

Arthur A. Drummond, Cont’d. 

http://www.robertsgallery.net/


      

  

 

By Myno Van Dyke 

 

Alf and Lena Graham lived at “Belmont” farm on Given Road in Newcastle. This is a rebuild of the original Belmont, 

built by Samuel Street Wilmot around 1816.  The original home burnt in a fire in the late 1890s and Samuel’s grand-

daughter, Mary (Minnie) and her husband, D.J. Galbraith, built a 

slightly smaller replica on the same site. Belmont was also the site 

of the first fish hatchery in Canada, begun by Samuel Wilmot. 

Lena Graham was active in starting the NV&DHS and the new 

Board of Directors first met at their home.  The impetus behind 

the creation of 

NV&DHS was the  

desire to save the 

original Catholic 

church building.       

St. Francis    parish 

had relocated to the 

old hotel (the present 

day manse located      

immediately behind 

the church). 

Alfred W. Graham 

was the eldest son of 

Fred Graham who 

was a farmer, apple 

grower and coal merchant. Their home farmhouse, located at 187 King 

Ave. East, is now the Gift of Art.  Fred and Lydia (nee Walton) had four 

sons; Alfred, Stanley, George and Wilbert. Fred Graham was Chairman of the Newcastle Board of Education and 

was also on the Newcastle Library Board.  

Alf had a great physical presence and was a great athlete, well known for his great baseball skills.  When he was just 28 

years old, he became Reeve of the Village of Newcastle in the United Counties of Northumberland and Durham.  He was 

on the Newcastle Library Board and a member of the Bowmanville Canadian Club.  He was also known as a “witty and 

interesting after dinner speaker”.  He married Lena (nee 

Kimball) and they had two children, Fred and Janet.  

In April of 1946, Lena had to go to the Oshawa     

General Hospital for a medical procedure of some 

kind.  She was in there for 11 days. This was obviously 

long before OHIP and it appears that they had to pay 

for the hospital stay and related expenses.  The cost 

was $5.25 per day and the  operating room cost was 

$15.00.   Lena must have made a telephone call and 

for that they billed her 23 cents.  The total cost for 

the 11 days in hospital was $108.59. They only paid 

$82.73 leaving an outstanding bill of $25.86. 

Alfred died in November 1986.  Lena was very active 

in the Newcastle United Church and  continued her 

involvement in NV&DHS.   

Lena passed away October 22, 2006. 

 

 

 

Alfred & Lena Graham 

Belmont 

The original St. Francis Catholic Church 



 

 

Submitted by Bev Jeeves, 

Secretary, NV&DHS 

First let me give a huge thank you to all the members 

for your help this summer on various projects. 

When the Municipality called to get some infor-

mation on a B.A. gas station from the 1950s that 

stood on the south side of Highway 2, east of Cob-

bledick Road, you were all amazing for helping us 

piece the story together. The B.A. station was 

owned by the Allen Family and was only open 1952 

to 1956. Ron Locke worked there on weekends. The 

station was a small white building with two pumps. 

Mr. Cobbledick received .01 cent per gallon as rent. 

After the 401 was finished east of the 35/115, traffic 

to the gas station decreased substantially and the 

station closed. Unfortunately, despite a huge effort 

to find a picture of the station, none was found.  

I will be typing up the information we collected and I 

encourage all members if they find any pictures, to 

please consider letting us scan the image for our rec-

ords. 

Newcastle Song “Coming Home” 

I was also proud to have the help of the membership 

in writing the words for “Coming Home”, our ver-

sion of the Newcastle song which went to the 100 

Newcastle’s of the World Festival in July of this year.  

The song is full of the history of the village and sur-

rounding area and, without the members’ help, I 

could not have completed the song. I have sent out 

the words and hope that all of you know you are a 

huge part of that song.  

NV&DHS will be selling a DVD including the song 

and images. Profits of the sale of the song will be go-

ing to NV&DHS and 100 Newcastles of the 

World event here in our Newcastle in June of 

2014. My sincere thanks to Ann Harley for challeng-

ing me to write and record the song – it was an 

amazing project. I would also thank Ron Locke who 

checked and rechecked my facts and provided me 

with wonderful research for the song. The task now 

is to teach the community the song by the time the 

Newcastles of the World gather here in June of 

2014. Look for email updates when the song is ready 

to be sold. 

NV&DHS and extended community 

I wanted to let members know that more and more 

requests are coming in from surrounding historical 

societies for information about Newcastle. When a 

family was cleaning the home of a recently deceased 

relative, some pictures of Bond Head and what I 

think is the Subway Bridge on Mill Street South 

were rediscovered. The family spent months trying 

to figure out what the pictures were of. They 

e m a i l e d  t h e  p i c t u r e s  t o  n e w c a s -

tle.historic@gmail.com and when we identified the 

photos, the family said it brought them great joy as 

a few blanks in the family history were solved.  

General Meeting 

There will be a “movie night” and General Meeting 

on Tuesday, November 6th at 7:00 pm in the Centen-

nial Room of the Newcastle Community Hall.  

Recent Donations 

The Executive Directors have been working 

through all the recent donations that have come 

into the room. The volunteers have been working 

hard to clear the donations and place recent ones 

into the glass cabinet at the front of the room. 

Please be patient with the volunteers as it is an on-

going job to clear the donations.  

Volunteers are also working to photograph, inven-

tory and complete the database for NV&DHS. This 

is a time consuming project and may take a few 

years to complete.  

If you don’t see an item you have donated, please 

don’t hesitate to call me at 905-987-5180 or email 

me at newcastle.historic@gmail.com. 

Letter from the Secretary’s Desk 

mailto:newcastle.historic@gmail.com
mailto:newcastle.historic@gmail.com
mailto:newcastle.historic@gmail.com


      

  Annual Fees for Members - 

Single Membership (one vote): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand          …  Annual fees for calendar year $15. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)             …  Annual fees for calendar year $10 

Family Membership (two votes): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand          …  Annual fees for calendar year $20. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)             …  Annual fees for calendar year $15 

Corporate membership (one vote): 

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail) (pdf)    

      …  Annual fees for calendar year $25. 

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter 

 

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle, who generously 

supply the room with complementary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning.  

We would also like to acknowledge Swan Signs for their sponsorship. 

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle’s Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning  

from 9:30 - 12:00. 

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com or at GBJeeves@rogers.com 

 And by telephone at (905) 987-5180, NV&DHS Secretary, Bev Jeeves 

Two Requests of the Membership - 
 

# 1 - The Society is  looking for a Newsletter Editor. If you have a way with words and you like working 

with the computer and people we have a position for you. This is a volunteer position and requires 

some of your time. If you are interested please call Ron Locke 905-987-4406 to discuss what is involved. 

 

# 2 - We have recently converted all our past newsletters to digital form and are now looking for vol-

unteers to go through them and produce a name index.  You may do one or two issues or you may 

wish to do them all (111 issues).  Interested parties may also call Ron Locke 905-987-4406. 

mailto:GBJeeves@rogers.com

