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Summer Hours 

As many of you are aware, 2012 marks the 30th       

anniversary of the Newcastle Village and District      

Historical Society.  The Board of Directors has been 

busy planning several exciting events. 

The Annual Ken Stephenson Art Award happened in 

June; with judging on June 6th.  We have a wide variety 

of art to be seen on display at A Gift of Art.  Part of the 

prize was that the art would be displayed in an actual 

art gallery!  Many thanks to local  artists Karin Isenberg 

and Debbie Dell who volunteered their time 

to help with the judging.  The art was availa-

ble for viewing at A Gift of Art from June 9th 

– 17th.   

The art contest included a press reception at 

A Gift of Art on June 8th for the artists, their 

parents and the  executive of NV&DHS.   

The next event for us will be ‘Cultural Days’ 

on September 28th and 29th.  We are     

already in planning meetings with other 

groups in the village.  It is hoped that this 

year will be the best ever as the municipality 

has decided to endorse the weekend. 

The Orono Times came out to the historical 

room recently and interviewed our own Ron Locke as 

part of our 30th Anniversary.    I hope you have seen the 

article and photos in the paper  Thank you to Margaret 

from the Orono Times for her work on the article. 

As Myno points out in his article on Page 2, the rededi-

cation of the Atkinson Plaque will take place September 

8, 2012 on the library grounds. After a long and relent-

less quest, a new home has been found for the Atkinson 

Historical Plaque. The plaque has been lovingly refur-

bished by Myno Van Dyke and is ready for its new 

home on the Newcastle Library property.  The rededi-

cation ceremony will include a small reception in the 

library’s community room. 

I have not forgotten the Presidents’ Pot Luck.  It will 

happen.  I am looking at dates in August again as the 

weather in August last year was perfect. 

Have a safe and happy summer. 

Deborah Leslie 

President, NV&DHS 

It’s summer time; a time for 

swimming and picnics.   

Thanks to donations from members 

like Diana Grandfield, we have 

great photos like this one (of Diana 

swimming with her mother). 

For the summer, effective July 

1st, NV&DHS hours will be open 

one day a week.  Come visit us 

on Saturdays from 9:30 to 12:30. 

 

 

100 Newcastles 
Did you know there are 100 Newcastles in the 

world?  For the past eight years or so, there has been 

a biannual conference of all the Newcastles. This year 

the conference is in Newcastle Upon Tyne.   

NV&DHS Secretary, Bev Jeeves, was asked to help 

pen words for the melody of “Coming Home” by 

Ronnie Lambert. The song will be about Newcastle, 

Ontario.  Bev sent out a Facebook request to friends 

of Newcastle for ideas and was pleased with the   

responses: Trees on Mill Street: Elmhurst Hotel (now 

Roman Catholic Church); Massey Community Hall; 

Kilcoman Barn; Graham Creek; Hole in the Wall, 

“Busters” and Chicken Wings; the churches and stee-

ples; and trains.  Bev said it was great to hear ideas 

she hadn’t thought about.   

When the song is ready, she’ll make sure everyone 

has a chance to hear it. 

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle’s Community Hall every Saturday morning from 9:30 - 12:00. 

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com or at GBJeeves@rogers.com 

 And by telephone at (905) 987-5180, NV&DHS Secretary, Bev Jeeves 

mailto:GBJeeves@rogers.com


      

  

When the library in the Community Hall 

became too small for the community, it 

was moved to a new building, directly 

north, until moving to its present location 

on King Ave. East.   

Joseph Atkinson, the Star's publisher from 

1899 to 1948, was a fierce proponent of 

literacy. Fuelled by his own experience 

growing up in poverty, he saw education 

as a way for the poor to improve their 

lot. He promoted reading and offered 

readers free books through a Star library 

service.  So it seems fitting that, once 

again, the plaque will be located beside 

the library.    

On Saturday, September 8th at 2:00 p.m., along with Claring-

ton Library and the Municipality of Clarington, we will be 

hosting a Re-Dedication Ceremony for the Atkinson Plaque.  

The ceremony will include the naming of the new Joseph 

Atkinson Parkette.   There will be more updates on this 

event later. 

By Myno Van Dyke 

 

The Atkinson Plaque 
Cecil Carveth got the ball rolling ... on 

November 22, 1971, the 79 year old 

former Reeve and Councillor of the  

Village of Newcastle wrote a passionate 

letter to the Historical and Museum’s 

Branch.  He requested that a plaque be 

erected in memory of Joseph Atkinson.  

Cecil described him as “a man who has 

made a name for himself from being a 

barefoot boy to having control of one of the 

largest newspapers in Ontario”.  It took 

almost two years but, on Sunday August 

5, 1973 at 1:45 pm, the plaque was   

officially unveiled on the grounds of the 

Newcastle Community Hall.  It was 

placed on the north-west corner of King 

and Mill Streets in front of the flag pole. 

In 1923, when the Community Hall was built, Atkinson 

donated a huge wooden flag pole to be placed on the 

Hall property. This flag pole was originally the mast on 

an old schooner. Atkinson shipped the mast, estimated 

to be about eighty feet long, to the “wharf” in Newcas-

tle, eventually placing it on the Hall property. 

The ceremony in 1973 was sponsored by 

the Corporation of the Village of Newcas-

tle and the Village’s Reeve, Mr. Alfred Gray, 

who also acted as the Programme Chair.  A 

number of local dignitaries attended includ-

ing, Harve Brittain, Harry Jose, Cecil Car-

veth, Pauline Storks (Chair of Hall Board),  

Rev. Robert Hayne, Frank Rickard (former 

M.P.) William Cranston (Chairman Archeo-

logical and Historic Sites Board), Allan Law-

rence (local M.P.) Weston Banister 

(Warden of United Counties of Northum-

berland and Durham), Alex Carruthers, 

M.P.P. for Durham) and Walter Beath 

(Chairman of Durham Region).  A special 

guest representing the Atkinson Family was 

Betsy Crang, granddaughter of Joseph Atkin-

son. The ceremony was followed by a band 

concert and community picnic. 

Now the plaque will be moved:  to the south-west 

corner of the property where the Newcastle Branch 

of Clarington Library is now located. There are 

some  interesting library connections to the plaque.  

The   library was originally located in the Community 

Hall (co-incidentally where the Newcastle Village & 

District Historical Society is today). Cecil Carveth, 

the man who sent in the proposal to get the plaque, 

was Chair of the Newcastle Library. The Chair in 

1973 was Pauline Storks and it was Pauline who gave 

a speech outlining the historic background of Joseph 

Atkinson. 

 

Joseph Atkinson 

Harry Jose, Cecil Carveth, Betsy Strang (granddaughter of Atkinson),    
Rev. Robert Hayne, Pauline Storks, Alex Carruthers, M.P.P. 



 

 
Art Award Winners: 

Overall Winner – 

Victoria Russo,  

Gr. 11 

“Through My Eye”  

 

Newcastle Public School 

Teacher Jill Parish 

 

1st.    Samantha Peel –  Grade 6 

2nd   Riley Logan – Grade 6 

3rd    Robin Brough – Grade 6 

 

St. Stephen's Secondary 

School  

Teachers Allyson Demoe & Margaret-Ann Gribben 

  

History: 

1.  Brandon Bond - 1812 War on the Lake - Acrylic on 

Wood Grade 10 

2   Amber Duffey  - Stormy Port – Print Grade 10  

3.  Brittney Coutts - Daniel Massey - Pencil Study Gr 10 

  

Nature: 

1.  April Harrison – Grade 10 

2.  Erin Naugle – Grade 10 

3.   Justin Westrick – Catch off the Pier – Printing Gr 10  

 

Watercolors: 

1.  Jesse McKenna Black River in Clarke Township Grade 9 

2.  Bruno Gama - Newcastle Community Hall, Grade 9 

3. Natalie Hillis – Newcastle Fish Hatchery, Grade 9 

Cont’d. on Pg. 4 

 

 

 

Ken Stephenson Art Award 
At the end of March, Bev Jeeves wrote to the Superin-

tendents and Art Teachers of all the elementary, senior 

public and secondary schools in Newcastle and sur-

rounding area concerning NV&DHS’ annual art contest; 

particularly special this year in our 30th year as a society. 

For our 30th anniversary, we wanted to have an Art Show 

with the theme “Newcastle old 

and new.” We wanted the students 

to draw, paint or use other       

mediums, including media, to    

depict Newcastle. Perhaps the  

students sketched their homes, or 

Newcastle harbour, or town build-

ings as they are now and how they 

might have looked in the past.  We 

provided each school with a CD of 

historic images of Newcastle. 

St. Stephen’s Secondary School was 

very generous with their entries from students.  Newcas-

tle Public School also made some entries in the elemen-

tary category.  While Clarke and The Pines were unable 

to participate this year, they would very much like to be 

involved in the project next year if we can give them the 

information in September so it can be incorporated into 

the curriculum. Although permission was given to include 

St. Francis of Assisi, they chose not to participate this 

year.  The deadline for entries was Friday, June 1, 2012. 

The art was collected from the two schools (St. Stephens 

and Newcastle Public) and brought to “A Gift of Art” for 

judging by Karin Isenberg and Debbie Dell and our Presi-

dent Deborah Leslie. The winning entries were chosen 

from several pieces and prizes handed out on Friday, June 

8th, 2012 at “A Gift of Art.”  NV&DHS wishes to thank 

Ann Harley and “A Gift of Art” for their hard work and 

commitment to this project with NV&DHS. 

Each category winner received $25 and a one-year mem-

bership to NV&DHS.  The final pieces were displayed in 

Newcastle Community Hall and at our local gallery “A 

Gift of Art” for the public to vote on.  In case of a tie, 

the Executive Directors of NV&DHS had the final tie 

breaking vote. 

It is great to see the connection each year that students 

are making to history 

via their art; some-

thing that would have 

made Ken Stephen-

son very proud.  

In celebrating 30 

years helping to    

archive, restore and 

collect the history of 

Newcastle and the 

surrounding district, 

it is important that we “share” our rich past history with 

the youth and let them build upon it. 

Back Row: 
Amber Duffey, Karin Isenberg, Alexis Grey-
Petrie, Kailey Kacaba, Justin Westrix, Deborah 
Leslie 



      

  

 

  

 

 

 

A little village, near the lake, 

Whose breezes health & pleasures make, 

Embowered with trees, and verdant lawns, 

Attractive hold the passer-by, 

When through its streets he means to fly. 

“What place is this?” the question comes, 

From Passing Motor as it runs. 

“Go slow, we sure must stop and see 

A Village placed so pleasingly, 

Surroundings rich in rural fashion.” 

Here the Grand Trunk has a station, 

With double track, eastward and west, 

J.P. the Agent can tell the rest. 

Likewise the C.P.R. did make  

A stopping place, for beauty’s sake. 

The Kingston Road, as Motors pass, 

Serves to enliven but alas!  

Dust and noise rise out of keeping, 

With peaceful Village life asleeping. 

The Harbour’s gone, where coal and grain, 

In and out were shipped with gain. 

Now there in summer, in house and out 

You will find a happy lot, 

But take it as it stands to-day, 

I venture with confidence to say, 

A happier spot cannot be found, 

Than Newcastle Village, neat and clean, 

As pleasant a place as ever was seen. 

Samuel Alcorn       September 19, 1919 

Notes from NV&DHS Secretary, Bev Jeeves ... 

Bob Malone, our newest Director, has made a generous 

donation of a microphone and adapter for the society to 

continue our project of re-interviewing past members, 

workers of JASCO and many future projects.  The Board 

would like to thank Bob for his kindness and generosity. 

A student from Environmental Studies at Fleming College 

visited the room to research  the “historical changes in the 

environment here in Newcastle and Bond Head.”  It was an 

interesting project to help him with. The student, Larry, 

spent a couple of hours in the room doing research and is 

returning to see more archives on the environment.  Coin-

cidentally, a donation was received from Sally Ward.  It is a 

thesis from her son and it is a plan for Newcastle for “a 

futuristic environmental sensory garden.” The thesis is in 

the room along with recent aerial photographs of the lake 

area.  While it is futuristic, it will be the history someone 

will look back on in 100 years. 

More treasures were found in last year’s donation from 

Balfour Le Gresley; a poem about Newcastle, written by 

Samuel Alcorn, September 19, 1919.  Also, a wonderful 

picture of the Farncomb family at the Newcastle Railroad 

(mentioned in poem).  The poem is at the right. 

Bev attended a meeting of the Durham Archivists and has 

paid for a membership.  She accompanied Charles Tawes 

to the Oshawa Library, where the archivists were helping  

people protect family heirloom and artefacts. The most 

interesting was a “Pardon from King Charles II” in amazing 

condition.  Bev learned how to cover NV&DHS docu-

ments; using a durable plastic, a pocket is made for larger 

documents (ie from the Ebor Estate).  The plastic enhances 

the writing on documents.  The great thing is the pocket is 

not fully sealed so if a document is needed, one end can be 

cut and the document popped out.  While Charles gener-

ously loaned Bev the use of his “sealer” for the plastic; we 

need to purchase a sealer (we have the heavy plastic).  Bev 

will let the Board know the price and ideas of how we 

might obtain this very valuable tool.  

Victorian Tea - has been postponed. There is a need for 

NV&DHS, when holding events in other venues, to be able 

to produce proof of $5,000,000 liability insurance.  This 

extra amount on our current policy could cost up to 

$350.00 or more.  That annual cost for insurance has the 

Board rethinking what and where events will be held.   

Cancelling the Victorian Tea was very disappointing to all 

but will return after more research is completed. 

Need for a sewing circle! A small group of the Board 

has begun to inventory the contents of the room to build a 

database.  As artefacts are inspected, we see the need for 

seamstresses to help repair and/or sew labels for archiving.  

We are also looking for someone who might be able to 

make us a pair of sheer curtains for the glass door at the 

entrance to the NV&DHS room. If anyone is interested,  

please let Beverly Jeeves know at 905-987-5180. 

Bits & Pieces 

Farncomb Family at Newcastle Railroad Station 

Winners of Art Contest; cont’d. from Pg. 3 

Landscapes: 

1.  Alexis Grey Petrie, Newcastle Panorama, Grade 10 

2.  Patrick Feegrade - Untitled- Acrylic on Masonite Gr 10 

3.  Keimar Russell - Untitled – Grade 10 



 

 

 
Annual Fees for Members -  

Single Membership (one vote):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand … Annual fees for calendar year $15.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) … Annual fees for calendar year $10  

Family Membership (two votes):  

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand … Annual fees for calendar year $20.  

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf) … Annual fees for calendar year $15  

Corporate membership (one vote):  

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered 

by e-mail) (pdf)  

… Annual fees for calendar year $25.  

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital 

copy of the newsletter  

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s 

of Newcastle, who generously supply the room with complementary coffee 

for visitors every Saturday morning.  

 

 
NV&DHS is open in Newcastle  Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday 

morning  

from 9:30 - 12:00.  

You can reach NVDHS at Newcastle.historic@gmail.com or at 

GBJeeves@rogers.com  

And by telephone at (905) 987-5180, NV&DHS Secretary, Bev Jeeves  

And by regular mail at Newcastle Village & District Historical Society  

20 King Ave. W. Newcastle ON L1B 1H7  
 

 

 



      

  


