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President‟s Message 

 

Interesting Odds & Ends 

From a receipt from Mr. Fegan’s Homes Incorporated, 

an organization which ran homes for destitute children in 

England and which placed these boys in overseas homes… 

“settlement for wages and damage to cow as agreed; 

$100. We trust Bernard will do better this year. He 

cannot afford to do this sort of thing.” 

NVDHS will host its Annual General Meeting on         

Tuesday, February 8th at 7:00 pm. 

Election of the executive will take place; a review of the 

past year and „Show & Tell”.   

If you are interested in letting your name stand for    

election to the Board, or would like to nominate some-

o n e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  R o n  L o c k e  a t 

ronald.locke@gmail.com or by phone at 987-4406. 

Members are encouraged to bring their interesting     

historical items and documents to share with the group. 
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One look outside and I am reminded of the changing    

season. I can see a particular delight in the eyes of my 

grandkids as they eagerly anticipate each flake of snow  

falling as an opportunity to go out and play in the snow. 

Already they have made a snowman, snow fort and      

enjoyed the ensuing snow fight. Through their eyes I am 

seeing opportunity and adventure where before I might 

have only seen the long, long driveway as a source of   

dismay. It all depends on one's outlook, and I believe the 

children have taught me the better way. 

In our historical society a season is passing as well. The 

term of office for the executive will end at the annual 

meeting in February, and elections for a new executive will 

be held. I have enjoyed serving as President for the last 3 

years simply because the executive at the Newcastle    

Village Historical Society has been so helpful. During my 

term as President, the executive have put on general 

meetings with very interesting speakers, undertaken digital 

archiving, sought and achieved a federal grant for our vid-

eo production, represented the historical interests at 

Clarington Council, put on numerous displays, walks, and 

historical tours.  It is an impressive list of accomplishments 

indeed. 

One might think we are doing a lot of work, but that 

would not be quite true. To think of it as work would be 

to have that impression that I had of winter by looking 

disdainfully at my long driveway. No, I would say the 

achievements we have made is more in the line of what 

my grandkids do in winter - we have fun with it. Imagine 

the sense of awe we had looking over Dr. Rose's notes for 

the first time. We were so amazed by reading the journals 

that it was like being there. We took to each opportunity 

that presented itself eagerly, whether preparing a presen-

tation for council about the new Shoppers Drug Mart, or 

putting together the Farini bus tour. We have been like 

kids in a candy shop.  

Now it is time for you to consider taking a position on the 

new executive. I urge you to look upon this as an oppor-

tunity to learn, play, discover; with a team of people who 

enjoy history. My grandkids taught me a lesson. Come out 

and play with your history and have a ball.  

Contact Ron Locke 905-987-4406 and let him know you 

want to let your name stand for election. 

Hey! I see some snow flakes, Wow! 

Allan Kirby 

President, NVDHS 

Annual General Meeting 
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  Over the last 39  years, Jack has been a very supportive 

member of NVDHS.  He has continually supplied us with 

vast amounts of information and documentation from his 

large collection and archives.    

 

When the new IGA was first built, Jack supplied photo-

graphs of various areas of the village which were then     

converted into large display panels.  Recently, when the 

store changed ownership, the panels found there way back 

to the Community Hall and are now mounted in the      

Centennial Room.    

Two years ago, Jack donated his collection of 32 sixteen mm 

films along with the original projector and camera to the 

NVDHS.  He had received these many years ago from his 

friend Cecil Carveth.  These wonderful films have now been 

copied and have provided incredible historical information.  

The converted films have already been enjoyed by hundreds 

of people and will continue to be enjoyed for many years.   

Jack has always been generous with his time and his collec-

tion.  It is apparent that he wants to share what he has. 

With Gloria‟s assistance, they have put on some wonderful 

displays over the years.   Jack quickly found his own unique 

way to let people know about the rich history of this Village.   

Whenever Jack has been asked for anything from his collec-

tion, the answer is always „yes‟.   He is always more than 

willing to provide items for shows and documentation to 

support articles or various projects the NVDHS has been 

working on.   

It is with great pleasure that we present Jack Gordon with 

our Life Member Award.   

Jack Gordon- Recipient of Life Time Member 

Award 
 Oct. 12, 2010 

Submitted by Myno Van Dyk 

 

Jack Gordon was born in Cochrane, Ontario, in the same 

hospital and within a year of Tim Horton‟s birth. 

 

At age 17, he left school and began working in construc-

tion.  His company crushed rock to build highways in 

northern Ontario.  Eventually he ended up working in Pick-

ering and got hired at General Motors in Oshawa on Dec. 

26th 1950.  He worked in the new Parts Department on 

Park Rd. S. and stayed there until he retired in 1982.     

In 1968, he came to Newcastle and looked at an old two-

storey house at 129 North Street, owned by Bob Walton.  

Bob lived next door and had the house rented out to a 

number of tenants and it was in poor condition.  Jack and 

Gloria bought the home, slowly fixing it up.   Jack was in-

terested in the history of our community and his home had 

plenty of it having once been the Tamblyn Tannery.  

Jack joined, and became involved in, the NVDHS as soon as 

it was first formed in 1981.   He developed a keen   inter-

est in the Massey, Massey-Harris and Massey        Ferguson 

companies and soon began collecting artefacts relating to it.   

Over the years, this became a great passion for him and he 

became an active member of the Massey Club and the Cast 

Iron Seat Club.   Jack & Gloria began doing displays at 

NVDHS events, Orono Fair, Fall Festival, Massey Shows 

and Antique Shows held in the community.     

Life Time Member Award  
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For many years, Joan Bennett had an 

antique shop called “The Crow‟s 

Nest” which was followed by a Tea 

Room.  Rosalina‟s Pizza has been at 

the west end now for many years.  

The Clark family purchased the 

building in August 1999 from the 

estate of Tom Huzar, a local real 

estate agent.  The Clark family have 

done an excellent job of  restoring 

both the outside and inside of the 

building. 

The four corners of a village like  

Newcastle set the tone for the    

entire downtown core.   By preserving and restoring 

this wonderful and historic block, the Clark family 

have set a perfect model for others.    

Although it was a bit of a struggle, many in this        

community put pressure on our planning department, 

architects, builders and owners of the new Shopper‟s 

Drug Mart to emulate the buildings at the other three 

corners.   Preserving and restoring buildings like this 

ensures that others will follow the path.   

Thank you to Dr. John Clark and his family for taking 

the initiative to restore this heritage building. 

History of 4 and 10 King Ave. East Newcastle 

 Presented by Ron Locke 

On October 12, 2010, the Clark Family were presented 

with the Pat Macdonnell Preservation Award for their work 

in preserving 4 and 10 King Avenue East. 

This brick two storey building, located at the north east  

corner of King and Mill, was built in the early 1840‟s by   

Calvin Brown.  Calvin Brown was originally from Northum-

berland County and also owned the former Brick Hotel 

across the road, which was just torn down to make way for 

the new Shopper‟s Drug Mart.    

The west end of this building has always had offices or   

businesses on the main floor and residences upstairs.   

One of the earliest businesses on the west end, where 

Rosalina‟s Pizza is now, was Dr. Reid‟s office.   Later 

the west side was also the Village Post Office 

after the original Town Hall burned down 

in 1896.  The Post Office stayed 

there until the new Community 

Hall was built in 1923.    

The building was also owned by 

the Walbridge family for many 

years and later by Harry Jose, a 

local farmer who was the New-

castle Village Reeve.   The build-

ing hosted Deline‟s barber shop 

and, at one time, a blacksmith‟s 

shop at the north side.    

The main door on the east side, 

which is now the entry to Dr. 

Clark‟s reception area, was in 

earlier years the entry to the 

“Drawing Room”.     

Presentation of Pat Macdonnell Preservation Award 
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In the last Issue we ran this photo with some others as a contest 

for people to guess the name of this person.  

Well, we did have some response and drew the winner at the last 

directors meeting.  Congratulations to was Dorella Forget who 

correctly said the little girl in the photo is Jean (Bonathon) Rickard. 

This photo is from one of the Cecil Carveth films made about 

1928.  

We would like to thank everyone who participated. 

 

The Society was gifted with a box of negatives 

taken by Balfour LeGresley between 1951 and 

1953.  Thanks to Greg Forget, they‟ve now 

been scanned and can be viewed.  

These two photos were labeled “Girls Ball 

Team” (top photo) and “Newtonville Ball 

Team” (bottom photo).  We‟d love to be able 

to put names to the faces.  If you are able to 

identify anyone, please drop in or e-mail us at 

info@bellnet.ca. 

 

Do you Know These Ball Players? 
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Home Children in and Around Newcastle 

Alfred Hyder arrived in Quebec City on June 21st 1891 on the vessel 

Circassian.  He was 15 years old and was placed with the Robert Martin 

family on lots 16 & 17 con. 1 Clarke Twp.  It didn‟t take long for Robert 

to realize that Alfred was a hard worker and he treated him like one of 

the family.  We do not know how long he stayed with this family, but 

we do know that, after his stay with the Martins, he moved to Ottawa 

where he worked nights as a waiter at the Rideau Club for Federal 

Government M.P.s.  He also held a day job with the Bank of Canada.  His job included carrying gold 

bricks in a satchel between the Mint and the bank.  Not a very safe job nowadays! 

Alfred was born in Sussex England on Sept 02, 1876 died March 24, 1965 in Ottawa. He married Mabel Agnes Lamb born 

Hinden England June 26, 1882 and they raised three daughters. Alfred and Gordon Martin (Robert‟s son) kept in touch pret-

ty much all their lives, so this was a positive “Home Boy Story”. 

Gerald William (Bill) Morley, aged 11, and his brother Archibald 

(Archie), age 14, born in Manchester England arrived July 11, 1911 at 

Quebec City on the Vessel Sicilian. They were part of a group of Bar-

nardo Children between the ages of 8 and 14 on the same ship. Bill 

and Archie were shipped to Toronto to be sent to farms in    Ontar-

io.  They were separated and Bill was eventually assigned to the Fred 

Falls farms south of Kendal on lots 9 Con 6 and 3 con 5 Clarke Twp.  

Fred was Joan Blackburn‟s grandfather. 

Bill and Archie had no idea where each other was until one day when Bill and Mr. Falls worked on a fence away from the 

home farm.  Mr. Falls asked Bill to go back to the home farm and bring him a fencing tool that he had left behind.  On the 

way back to the farm, Bill became disorientated and did not know where he was.  Luckily a neighbour came along and     

realized that Bill needed help.  He didn‟t know Bill and wasn‟t aware that Mr. Falls had a Barnardo boy.  He decided to take 

Bill to another farm that had recently got a Barnardo Boy.  Much to Bill‟s surprise, his brother Archie was at the farm. Bill 

and Archie never lost touch after that, even after Archie moved to Huntsville to work for a Mr. Hare.  In later years, Bill 

visited another brother in Australia. 

Bill stayed with the Falls family for twenty years, after which he went to the Fernando Perrin farm on lot 20 con 1 Clarke 

Twp. He worked for the Perrins for a few years and later spent many years working for the Ontario Dept. of Highways. 

Charles Gilkes was born in Northampton England in 1908 and sent to Canada by Dr. Barnardo in 1911.  He came on the 

„Sicilian‟ and landed at Saint John NB on March 23, 1920.  We do not know who Charlie was placed with, but we know that 

he married Marion Beaman and took over the Beaman farm on Lovekin Road.  Charles was very involved in the community. 

Annie Neigle was born in England about 1864 and was enumerated with the John Robson family of Newcastle in 1871 at  

6 years of age.  She married Charles Wright and William Coldwell. 

Ann Richards arrived in Quebec City aboard the S S Sarmation on June 15, 1874, aged 8 years old.  She stayed with    

Mrs. Morris of Bowmanville and later with W. Arall of Newcastle. 

James Smith was placed with James Brown of Clarke Twp. In 1847. 

Agnes Champion arrived in Quebec City aboard the S S Sarmation June 15 1874.  She was 13 years old and worked for 

Mr. Allan Newcastle. 

Elizabeth Driscoll arrived in Quebec City aboard the S S Sarmation June 15 1874 at 14 years of age.  She stayed with the 

Nicolson family 

Amelia Egan arrived in Quebec City aboard the S S Sarmation June 15 1874, aged 11.  She stayed with Mr. Toms.  In 1890 

she married Asa Otton 

Elizabeth Epps arrived in Quebec City aboard the S S Sarmation June 15 1874.  She was 12 years old.  In 1875, she was 

living with Albert Tamblyn of Orono and in 1881 she was with farmer James Brown in Clarke Twp. 

Eliza Jane Epps arrived in Quebec City aboard the S S Sarmation June 15 1874, aged 11 years old.  In 1875 she was    

staying with James Hunter of Orono. 

George Milton stayed with Norman Rickard lot 35 con 2 Clarke Twp. 

Thank you to Alec Martin for his help with gathering information on Alfred Hyder and Gerald Morley. 
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Newsletter rules for members 

Single Membership (one vote): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand          …  Annual fees for calendar year $15. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)             …  Annual fees for calendar year $10 

Family Membership (two votes): 

Hard Copy delivered by mail or by hand          …  Annual fees for calendar year $20. 

Digital Copy delivered by e-mail (pdf)             …  Annual fees for calendar year $15 

Corporate membership (one vote): 

Up to 3 Hard Copies delivered by mail or by hand plus Digital Copy delivered by e-mail) (pdf)    

     …  Annual fees for calendar year $25. 

Sponsors will get recognition in the quarterly newsletter as well as a digital copy of the newsletter 

 

Membership Chairman Ron Locke ronald.locke@gmail.com  

NV&DHS gratefully acknowledges the ongoing sponsorship of Tim Horton’s of Newcastle, who supply the 

room with complementary coffee for visitors every Saturday morning. 

NV&DHS is open in Newcastle‟s Community Hall every Tuesday & Saturday morning 

from 9:30 - 12:00. 

Contact NVDHS at info@bellnet.ca 

Membership Page 

2011 Membership Fees are now due 

The Board of Directors of NVDHS wishes you a Merry Christmas and  
best wishes for 2011. 

We thank you for your ongoing support of our efforts to research, catalogue and 
honour the history of Newcastle and District. 

 


