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Newcastle Village and District  
Historical Society Newsletter  

 

Fall 2007 - Issue # 92 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

Sunday November 11th Remembrance Day  
 Leslie is working on a display for the Historical Room to commemorate our fallen soldiers over 

the last 100 years. Anyone who saw the display last two years will remember what a great feeling of 

pride we had for the “local boys” that stood guard for us.  

 

Tuesday November 13th Dean Friedlander will Discuss the Restoration of 136 Mill 

Street:  
 Dean Friedlander and his contractor;’ speaking about the restoration of his home at 136 Mill S.  We will 

also be presenting Dean with the “Preservation Award”.  The meeting will start at 7:30 PM in the Historical 

Room. 

 

Sunday November 25th Santa Clause Parade 
         The historical room will be open, please stop in and say hi, browse through the books we have on 

sale, they make great Christmas gifts. 
           

Monday February 4th 2008 NVADHS Annual Meeting 
  Mark your calendar and plan to bring something for “Show and Tell” 

 

NVDHS MEMBERSHIPS DUE 
 

            Here we are fast approaching the end of 2007. which means that another year has passed and 

many of your memberships in the society will be expiring. If you are not sure of your membership 

status it is easy to check by noting the expiry date in the bottom right corner of your mailing label. 

The date listed is the expiry date of your membership.  
 

If you are interested in receiving your newsletter in PDF format by e-mail please send your e-mail ad-

dress to the membership chairman Ron Locke at ron.locke@look.ca and we will make a list. 

 

Single membership $10.00 per year 

Family memberships $15.00 per year 

Corporate memberships (includes up to three newsletters to the same address if you wish) $25.00 per 

year 
 

mailto:ron.locke@look.ca
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                                             PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

  

The past few months have been busy ones for several of our members.  Our Vice-President, San-

ford Haskill, gave us all a terrible scare.  Some little insect bit the back of his neck and almost put 

paid to him but he's  back to normal now.  Ken Stephenson has spent the past two months in hospi-

tal but all will be glad to know that he is coming along nicely and our past president, Myno Van 

Dyke has  been much occupied with the care of his mother recently; however things seem to be 

righting themselves in that regard. 

  

Time does fly - your members Francis and Erla Jose celebrated the 50th anniversary 

of their wedding the last Saturday in October.  Our congratulations and best wishes to them. 

  

On a more sombre note it is with regret that we must inform our members of the passing of Hope 

Carveth in her 92nd year.  She and her late husband Gordon were original members of the 

NV&DHS and very active supporters of it in the early years of its formation. 

  

The Fall Festival was a huge success until the downpour at 1:30 in the afternoon.  From one end of 

the village to the other it was packed with men, women, children and dogs; all having a grand 

time. The harvest display in the NV&DHS room was taken in by several hundred people and the 

sales of our "Newcastle Celebrates 150 Years" were brisk. 

  

The Oshawa Heritage Day was moved, at the last minute, from the last Saturday in September to 

the second Saturday in October and as a result many exhibitors were unable to attend.  However 

your society was there and we answered many questions of a genealogical nature.  When asked if 

I'd ever heard of the Allin, Farrow or Haskill families your President did  chuckle a little! 

  

Don't forget our November 11th display in the NV&DHS room and our General Meeting on No-

vember 13th should be an interesting one.  The Friedlanders are to be presented with a plaque from 

the NV&DHS for the restoration and renovation work on the Dr Farncomb House on Mill St South 

and their building contractor will also be present to explain the work that was done.  Hope to see 

you all at one or the other, if not both. 

  

Leslie Wilson 
 

 

 

 Sesquicentennial Books Are Available  
 The 2006 Sesquicentennial books are available in both hard and soft cover. The books are 

profusely illustrated with pictures from the past and candid shots of every aspect of the successful 

year long celebration, which culminated in the July long weekend festivities. You can order your 

copy from the Village Card and Gift Shop or pick one up at the Historical Society Room on Tues-

day or Saturday mornings. 
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The Historical Plaques of Newcastle 
 

 

By Judith Clapperton  
 

As residents of Newcastle, we are surrounded by local history.  A walk in many areas of 

the village and port will bring us to one plaque or another which tells us something about 

the rich history of the area.  Sometimes, though, I find that the records of history leave 

more questions than answers. 

 

For instance, there is a plaque located at the beginning of the Wilmot Trail, immediately 

south of the water treatment facility on Toronto Street.  This plaque tells of Robert Bald-

win’s arrival with his family to that spot in 1798.  His family was large and he brought 

several of his children with him. They arrived by open boat from York and stayed in the 

area until Robert Baldwin moved back to York to live with his son in 1810.  We’re also 

told on this plaque that his son, William, and grandson, Robert, held prominent positions 

in law and government. 

 

What questions could I have?  Well, as someone interested in the everyday life of our pi-

oneers, I have many.  Foremost in my mind when reading the plaque was “What do we 

know of Mrs. Baldwin?”  Presumably, a man would not migrate with his children to a 

relatively unknown and wild area without the support of a wife to help in the difficult life 

ahead. 

 

How did they sustain themselves?  Did they bring with them or have access to livestock? 

Knowing that the land in 1798 would primarily have been forested, how did they clear it? 

Did they have a kitchen garden to support the family? Neighbours to go to in times of 

trouble?  Were there daughters and granddaughters as well as the male members of the 

family mentioned? 

 

As a member of the Newcastle Village & District Historical Society with curiosity about 

the area, it made the most sense for me to visit the Society’s room in the Town Hall and 

ask.  Not only are we surrounded by rich local history, much of it has been captured by 

our NV&DHS Curator and Board Chair, Leslie Wilson.  A quick question resulted in 

many documents pertaining to the Baldwin family. These documents not only answered 

my questions, they provided a deeper glimpse into life at that time. 

 

Robert Baldwin arrived in Clark Township with two sons and four daughters after a peri-

lous year long sail from Ireland.  The telling of the adventures on this voyage is worthy of 

a story on its own, however, my interested were focused on life after their arrival in Clark 

Township. 
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Baldwin’s daughters ranged in age from 6 to 15 and his sons were aged 22 (William, a 

recently graduated doctor) and 10 (John Spread). He made the journey without his wife, 

who had died in Ireland after the birth of their sixteenth child (at the age of 42).  His 

knowledge of Canada came from glowing reports received from his friend, William Will-

cocks, who had come to Upper Canada in 1790. 

 

The years the Baldwin family spent on the shore of Lake Ontario were filled with chal-

lenges that have been recorded in history.  Robert Baldwin and his family made their 

journey to Canada to claim a township promised to him.  To avoid a winter crossing, they 

spent four months in Cornwall before boarding the ship across. During that time, an Or-

der in Council restricted the amount of land one person could claim and Baldwin was no 

longer eligible for an entire township. 

 

Arriving in York (Toronto) must have been a disappointment to the Baldwins. In 1798, it 

consisted of a dozen homes and had no churches, schools or even an inn for them to stay 

in. They pitched a tent to live in for the duration of their stay in York. Baldwin purchased 

a farm in the Township of Clarke about 50 miles from York. The family traveled in open 

bateau, pitching their tent along the shores of Lake Ontario each evening. 

 

The farm, with ten acres cleared, had a small log hut with a bark roof, a chimney made of 

sticks and clay and moss stuffing in between the logs. A ladder led to a loft above the 

main living area. Baldwin Sr. saw himself as a squire but had little experience in life in a 

remote area and was in total ignorance of the country. He had done nothing to prepare for 

his family’s comfort upon arrival and their first winter was miserable in the unfinished 

hut with no stove and just a great open fireplace for heat.  One corner of the room was 

boarded off for the four sisters who slept in beds laid on the floor. 

 

Eighteen months into their new life, a young American fellow they had met on the voy-

age over wrote asking to marry Baldwin’s daughter, Eliza.  He suggested in his letter that 

another daughter also go so that she might benefit from an education not available in 

Canada.  Baldwin set off with his two daughters for the journey to New York which 

would take well over two months and involved overturned sleighs, losing their way, and 

staying in a wig-wam as the guests of very hospital Indians.  It is really fascinating to im-

agine travel in that time in relation to our expectations of fast, comfortable modes of 

transportation. 

 

The marriage took place and Baldwin returned to Canada, leaving his daughters behind, 

not to see them again for seven years, when they returned for a month-long visit. 

 

Life for those left behind in Canada was difficult indeed.  The years brought many chal-

lenges; a plague of field mice which ruined everything they could. Daily life for a sixteen 

year-old daughter included dragging hay up a hill to feed all of the cattle and a flock of 

sheep; feeding a pack of nine hounds; drawing water and putting logs into the outhouse.  

During one particularly bad winter the family lost six cows, nearly all their pigs and 

sheep and all the geese. 
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Although they had a young servant girl and the occasional hired hand, most work was done 

by the family themselves to keep the homestead operating. Robert Baldwin often went to 

Newcastle (more likely Cobourg) to attend court, leaving his daughters alone or with ques-

tionable individuals.  The nearest neighbour was three-quarters of a mile across a frozen 

creek. 

 

Daily life in Canada was different then they had known in Ireland.  Life at Clarke included 

being obliged to sit at table with their servants; the family at one end and the servants and la-

bourers at the other.  Another obligation was that they take in every passer-by who wished to 

stay, sometimes pleasant company but also groups of fifteen boatmen who might be snow-

bound. 

 

Time led to Robert Baldwin becoming too old to work a farm and finding the hardships too 

much for he and his daughters and he joined his son, William, who had settled in York some 

years prior. 

 

I believe that knowledge of the lives our pioneer forefathers led will help all of us to keep our 

own lives in perspective.  What is truly important to us beyond family, close friends and 

neighbours, food for our tables and a roof overhead?  If our lives provide beyond that, we 

should count ourselves truly blessed. As citizens of the 21st century, we could learn a lot about 

what is important in life from reading about previous times and may, perhaps, be grateful for 

the lessons learned. 

                                                                   ********** 
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This Ad and the 

Article on page 6 

are from …. 

 

 Dodds Directory 

and Book of Ref-

erence For the 

West Riding Of 

The County of 

Northumberland 

and The County 

of Durham.  
 

Published  by E. 

E. Dodds & Bro 

Port Hope 1880 
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The Preservation Award 

By Myno Van Dyke 
 

For a number of years now, the Newcastle Village & District Historical Society has officially recog-

nized a number of Newcastle buildings with their “Preservation Award”. This is award is given out to 

show our appreciation for those who go to great efforts to preserve and restore their home or business. 

Some of the previous winners are; 
 

 Darryl and Eleanor Cook for their home at 274 Mill Street South 

 Carl Good and Joyce Kufta for their home and business (Newcastle Funeral Home) at 386 Mill       

      Street South. 

 The Gylatsan family for their restoration of the former Massey/Box Factory at King and Beaver 

Streets. 
 

This year the recipients of the award will be the Friedlander family for their wonderful restoration of 

the former Dr. Farncomb home at 136 Mill Street South. 
 

(Quoting from Leslie Wilson’s Walking Tour Notes….) 

This house was built circa 1888 for Dr. Alfred Farncomb, who had purchased the property in 1880 for 

$600.   There is some debate as to how long, if at all, he lived in it.  His father died in 1897 and Dr. 

Farncomb lived in his late father’s home from that time until his own death in 1927. The house exem-

plifies the Italianate style rendered in frame. 

It bears a remarkable similarity to “Ebor House”, Dr. Farncomb’s home at Bond Head.  This was one 

of the first houses in the village to be wired for electricity (in the 1890’s) and to have a telephone in-

stalled. 

     The Friedlander family will be presented with our Preservation Award at the General Meeting on 

Tuesday, November 13th (7:30 p.m.)  at the Historical Room.   We will also hear a presentation on the res-

toration of the home by Dean Friedlander and his contractor.  Hope to see you there.  
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      For several years, NV&DHS has given a $50.00 prize to the outstanding history student at St. Francis 

Elementary School, our current Past President, Myno Van Dyke has also been engaged quite regularly 

giving well received demonstrations on local homes to the students at Newcastle Public School.   

     Another interesting youth project is currently being undertaken by the Art Department of St. Ste-

phen’s Secondary School. As part of their course curriculum, grade ten, eleven and twelve students will 

be photographing, and/or scanning images of architecture in the village and then sketching houses, 

doors, windows, cobblestone foundations etc, these sketches will then be used to fabricate jewellery! 

There will be two components to the contest; one will be for the sketches and the second for the finished 

pieces of jewellery. Its been made very clear to the facilitators of this project that NV&DHS will be glad 

to help any way we can. The winners of the contest will be at the Membership’s Annual Meeting in Feb-

ruary 2008. 

    Judith Clapperton, Director has suggested that we have a history essay writing contest, we are current-

ly working with St. Stephen‘s Secondary and Clarke high school, on the details of this collaborative ef-

fort. Alan Kirby, Director and teacher at the Pines Senior Public School, has plans for a grade seven and 

eight student tour of our historical and a complementary short walking tour of the village 

     Most recently Chris Ward, who is attending the architecture program at Loyalist College, contacted 

NV&DHS for help with an assignment. Chris needed copies of the original drawings for Newcastle 

Community Hall and any notes NV&DHS had concerning the building i.e. type of stone, glass, and 

wood used in construction. Chris’s assignment was to pick a building or architectural significance, and 

produce a white elevational model for presentation. The model has to be to an appropriate scale for both 

detail and mobility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     While Newcastle Community Hall is not a nationally known structure, it is significant to Chris as he 

grew up in Newcastle. NV&DHS was able to find the information Chris required, scan it and sent it via 

email to Chris at Loyalist. Chris emailed a wonderful thank you to NV&DHS for helping him with this 

project. Chris offered up some ideas for how NV&DHS can remain helpful to students. In addition to 

being open locally, he suggested a website with an index of our archives and information. For now, 

though he thought it would be very beneficial if we had a simple website with our contact information 

including a phone number, email address and hours of operation.  

 
 

 

 

     NV&DHS “Reaching Out To Our Youth”  

Chris Ward 
 

Architecture Student Loyalist  

College, Bellville Ontario. 
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Recent Donations 
 

Jo-Anne James    “Pickard Family Genealogy”                                                                                          Jo

-Anne James    Book “What's Past is Prologue” by Vincent Massey                                                              

Sharron Brown Canadian Weekly Magazine from 1945, with article on the “Orono Fair” 

 

 

 

 

Something New!!!    “Friends Of The NV&DHS”    

 
We would like to know if any of you are interested in joining and helping to form a new association 

within our organization. Our intent, if enough interest is shown, is to a form a “Friends of the Society 

Group”. The purpose of the group would be to take on some of the smaller tasks that come up from time 

to time and help share the load of keeping our society  operating smoothly. This could involve, cleaning 

our display shelves, helping with archiving some of our artifacts, proof reading transcripts or helping out 

on Tuesday or Saturday morning with people visiting the historical room. If you interested please send 

an e-mail to the secretary at    info.nvdhs@bellnet.ca 

 
 
 

Special thanks To Jay Summers, owner of the local Tim Horton's for graciously 

sponsoring our Saturday morning’s by supplying Tim Horton's coffee, cups, cream 

and sugar that we are able to provide free to our visitors. What a wonderful gesture. 

Thanks Jay. 

Newcastle Village & District Historical Society Executive for 2007 

                         President Leslie Wilson  905 983 5890  kenkally@sympatico.ca  

                    Past President Myno Van Dyke 905 987 5482  myno@sympatico.ca  

                        Secretary Beverley Jeeves 905 987 5180  info.nvdhs@bellnet.ca                                                                                    

    Treasurer Francis Jose  905 987 4789  gladibrae@sympatico.ca 

                      Directors: Carl Good, Helen Schmid, Alan Kirby, Farncomb LeGresley,  

                      Sanford Watts Haskill, Ron Locke, Judith Clapperton and Don Brown 

                                         Newcastle Village & District Historical Society,  

                                                           Unit 3, 20 King Ave. E  

                                                                    Newcastle ON  


