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Chester D 

Chester D is a bear, more specifically Chester D is a stuffed collectable bear born of the need to help 

celebrate Newcastle‟s Sesquicentennial.  
 

 

To give back to the town in this Sesquicentennial year, the owner 

of The Newcastle Card and Gift Shoppe, Joan Kimball asked 

Boyds to create a special bear. Chester D is wearing overalls, with 

a Massey tractor embroidered on the bib. He comes with a certifi-

cate indicating his provenance, a Newcastle Sesquicentennial pin 

and his number in the limited edition. Joan Kimball is donating the 

profits from 500 of these bears to the Newcastle Village and Dis-

trict Historical Society. 
 

 

Chester D., the limited edition Boyds Bear named for Chester D 

Massey the farm equipment manufacturer who donated the New-

castle Community Hall to the village, was released to the public, 

Friday, June 16th, one day prior to Chester D Massey‟s actual birth-

day. The official release was made at the Village Card & Gift 

Shoppe in Newcastle. Only 1200 of this bear will ever be made. These bears sell for $34.99, but a 

stripped down edition minus the pin and certificate can be ordered for $29.99. 

 

Since the release of Chester D bears have been shipped to collectors in several continents. Anyone wish-

ing to learn more or order a bear may call  The Newcastle Card and Gift Shoppe at 905 987-3411 

Newcastle Village and District  

Historical Society Newsletter  

 
Summer 2006 - Issue # 88 

 

Sesquicentennial Weekend  
 
 

Canada Day Weekend has been designated as the weekend to celebrate Newcastle‟s 150th Anni-

versary, with official events from Thursday June 29th Official Opening to July 2nd with the Gala 

Closing Ceremonies. There are far too many events to list here, so you may go to the website for 

more information. http://www.newcastle150.com/news.html 
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Historical Society Draw 
 

The four framed prints below were originally drawn by Anita Verbeek  of Historic Newcastle Homes. 

The Historical Society owns the originals and had high-quality prints made for a special draw to take 

place on July 1, 2006 at 2:30 pm to co-inside with the heritage day celebrations at the Newcastle Com-

munity Hall. 

 

Tickets are available from any of the Directors of the Society or if you can help by selling some please 

call Leslie at (905) 983-5961. 

 

 Heritage Day 
As part of the Sesquicentennial Celebrations the Newcastle Historical Society will have a Heritage Show 

in the Newcastle Community Hall during the day on July 1st  until 4:pm. As well as many displays of 

historical significance there will be several representatives of founding families on hand with their gene-

alogy and family artifacts to show off.  

 

This will be a very busy day for the Historical Society and any help that you may be able to give them 

would be appreciated. To volunteer please call Leslie at (905) 983-5961 
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 ASA ELIJAH WALBRIDGE  

A "yeoman" as he most likely would have described himself; was born 02 November 1782 in Dutchess 

County, New York and died 04 December 1860 at Newcastle, Ontario. He was the fifth child of ten born 

to Elijah Walbridge of Dutchess County NY and Prince Edward County Ontario. Asa E was married on 

30 September 1809 at Roxbury, Delaware County New York to HANNAH EVERY; born 28 Apr 1790 

in New York State and died 10 February 1838 at Newcastle Ontario; a daughter of "Deacon" John Every 

of New York State and Bond Head/Newcastle Ontario. , Hannah Catharine, was born in the Town of 

North East, Dutchess County New York in 1812. By 1814 they had joined Asa‟‟s parents and siblings in 

Canada. (Their daughter Sarah was born in Prince Edward County in 1814. )Their third child, John 

Every, was born at Ameliasburg, Prince Edward County in October of 1816. Their first child born in 

Newcastle was their fifth, Elijah Zebulon in August of 1819. Their eighth and last child was Asa Fobes, 

born in Newcastle in July of 1828. Three children died young: Sarah in 1815 at one year; Elias in 1825 

at three years and Joseph in 1836 at nineteen years....... and Elijah Zebulon, Bailiff of the Village of 

Newcastle, married Miranda Hodges 7 June 1845 and had four daughters and one son ................ by the 

families of James Lewis Stephenson near Kirby;........ ; Elletta in 1816 at three years; Elias in 1825 at 

three years and Joseph in 1836 at nineteen years. Two children died unmarried: William , a Provincial 

Land Surveyor, in 1863 at thirty seven years (although he was apparently engaged, at the time of his 

death, to Ann S. Lovekin of Clarke Twp who later married Richard Wilkinson and moved to Essex 

County Ontario) and Asa Fobes, a ““yeoman””; a Reeve of the Village of Newcastle; and a trustee of the 

ill-fated Durham Woolen Manufacturing Company; in 1905 at seventy six years. Of the remainder: Han-

nah Catherine married Leonard Thompson in 1842 and had two daughters and a son (all of whom died 

unmarried); John Every married Alice Hill in 1840 and had five daughters; and Elijah Zebulon, Bailiff of 

the Village of Newcastle, married Miranda Hodges about 1844/45 and had four daughters and one son - 

Asa Holloway, Post Master of the Village of Newcastle, who married Ann Simpson of Darlington in 

1874 and had four daughters. Although the surname has disappeared from Clarke the Asa Elijah Wal-

bridge line is still represented here in 2006 by the families of James Lewis Stephenson near Kendal; 

Francis Jose of Bond Head/Newcastle; and Bertha Clark (Mrs Gerald Gibson) of the 3rd Concession.  

Elijah Walbridge (Asa‟‟s father) had purchased Lots 19 and 20 Concession 01 of Clarke Twp from Sam-

uel Cozens of Clarke in 1804, but none of the Walbridge family resided in Clarke Twp until 1818/19 

when Asa settled on Lot 26 Concession 01& 02 of Clarke; which is within the limits of the Village of 

Newcastle. In the 1820s Asa built a large storey and half frame house on his property on the south side 

of King Avenue East. The house still stands and, considering the ravages it has suffered in the past few 

years, is in remarkably good condition. The foundation for instance is as sound as the day it was built. 

Unfortunately the central chimney core, with its six fireplaces - one in the basement kitchen, three on the 

main floor and two on the upper floor - was removed in the mid twentieth century to make way for a 

forced air furnace. But much of what remains is the original; such as some of the interior woodwork, 

floor boards, windows and exterior clapboarding.  

One of the earliest Methodist services in Clarke Twp was held in Asa‟‟s house (the first had been held in 

Samuel Street Wilmot‟‟s tannery) and services continued to be held in his house for many years, possi-

bly twenty or more; when a Methodist church building was erected in the Village of Newcastle in the 

1840s. It is fitting that in the Sesquicentennial year of the Village of Newcastle a concerted effort is be-

ing made to preserve the ““Walbridge House”” as an Ontario Heritage Building. It was the first 

„„rateable‟‟ house built in the Village of Newcastle, it is the oldest surviving house of any description in 

Clarington, and can be said to be among the older surviving houses in all of Ontario.  
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ROGER BATES   - first white inhabitant of the Village of Newcastle 

Shortly before the death of His Honour, Eric Richard “Dick” Lovekin in 2002 the Lovekin family papers, photos, bibles, let-

ter books, journals and oral tales were compiled and put into some semblance of order.  But the century old question remained 

- who was the first one to set foot in the Township of Clarke in June of 1796, Richard Lovekin or Roger Bates?  Further dig-

ging in the Provincial Archives of Ontario turned up the fact that it was neither of them, rather it was Roger‟s son Adna - al-

beit probably only a month or less before his father Roger and future brother in law, Richard Lovekin Jr.   Also found in the 

Archives was the fact that Roger Bates was the first white settler within the limits of the Village of Newcastle and wrote the 

first letter “posted” from what, sixty years later, would be the Village of Newcastle. 

Clarke, November 15th 1796 

D W Smith  

Niagara  

Surveyor General 

Sir  

   I received your letter of 4 August that you have set apart No 6 and 7 for me and son.  Of them   is no Hay to be Cut There-

fore I have taken up No 26 and 27 to settle on myself and son and have taken up lots   No 27 and 29 for my other two lots 

therefore two lots lay on the hie [high/hay] lands.  If lots 26 and 27 if   taken up please to inform me as soon as you can for I 

mean to be on them in the spring.  I have twenty head of   cattle to bring on.  I should wrote you before this if my family and 

sons had not been sick for three months you   would have heard from me before this time.  

     I am ever  

                          [signed] ROGER BATES  

                          [signed] ADNA BATES  

   

  N.B.  I wish for an answer as soon as possible 

But it was not to be; Roger‟s delay in answering the Surveyor General‟s letter meant the lots he and Adna had spent the sum-

mer blazing, brushing out and building a house on were not to be theirs - the lots had been awarded to Captain John McGill of 

York [Toronto], who sold Lot 29 in 1798 to ROBERT BALDWIN, who took up residence there in the fall of 1798 in a log 

building, with “about ten of acres of cleared land” he found on the property when he arrived.  After all these years, proof may 

never be found, however strong circumstantial evidence suggests it was Roger and Adna Bates who built that house and 

cleared the land. 

Roger was born on 09 Nov 1745 in Massachusetts to Jonathan Bates and his wife Susanna Nichols of Hingham MA.  On Dec 

01 1768 he was married in Hingham to HULDAH STODDARD of Hingham and their son Adna was born there the following 

year.  

During the American Revolution 1775-1783 Roger served with Patriot/Rebel forces in Massachusetts and later in Vermont 

where he had moved about 1776/77.  His father Jonathan was reputedly killed, fighting against the British, at the Battle of 

Bunker Hill in October of 1775.  Roger remained in Springfield Vermont until the winter of 1795/96 when he decided, at the 

age of 50 years,  to move to Canada, where he died in 1818, age 73 years. 

"Died - On Friday, 29th of November, ROGER BATES.  His house, in Hope,caught fire, and he died in the exertions of get-

ting the furniture out before it was destroyed." -Kingston Gazette Dec 15 1818 

Although the death notice says Roger died “in Hope” that may be an error.  He had taken up residence near his sons Levi and 

Stoddard at Amherst (Cobourg) in Hamilton Twp in 1816 but was back in Clarke Twp by the spring of 1818 where he was 

enumerated - he was at no time ever enumerated as a resident of Hope Twp and land records do not indicate that he owned 

land there. His home in Clarke was less than two miles from the Hope/Clarke Twp boundary and the information supplied to 

the Kingston Gazette may originally have said “near Hope”, which wound up being published as “in Hope”. 

PERMELIA BATES    ?first white child born in the Village of Newcastle ? 
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In 1796/97 Permelia/Pamela was born to Adna Bates and his first wife Beulah in Ontario.  In the early 20th century, Ira Bates 

of Scarboro, a grandson of Adna‟s, stated that she was the first white child born in Clarke Twp.   Given the year in which she 

was born [1796/97], she may also have been the first white child born within the limits of the Village of Newcastle. She died 

in Oshawa Ontario on Dec 18 1863, the wife of George Wells Colton of Oshawa. 

The lineage of Roger Bates is represented in 2006 by (among many others) the children of His Honour the late Eric Richard 

Lovekin of Kilcolman; the late Professor James Patrickson Lovekin and the children and grandchildren of the late Anson Earl 

Walton of Newcastle  

 

“Deacon” JOHN EVERY  

 

 The facts concerning John Every of Bond Head are few and far between - but that he spelled his surname as 

Every there is little doubt;  although his sons may have eventually reverted to the Avery spelling without the de-

fining “van” - the family surname as rendered in  English had originally been Van Avery. 

John was born circa 1757, possibly in Dutchess County New York, and married by 1790 to a woman whose given 

name was CATHARINE.  By 1800 he was living in Middletown, Delaware County New York when he was enu-

merated there that year and presumably was still a resident of Middletown in 1809 when his daughter HANNAH 

was married there in that year to ASA ELIJAH WALBRIDGE.   By 1816 John and his family were living in 

Clarke Twp, at or near Bond Head.  Although it has been said John Every cleared the first land at Bond Head that 

claim is suspect in as much as several people in the preceeding twenty years had lived in the vicinity and most 

likely cleared at least enough land to sow a crop of winter wheat and put in a vegetable garden. 

In the fall of 1816 Mrs. John Henery died in East Whitby Twp, at what is now the Oshawa Harbour and was bur-

ied on a knoll of land in the First Marsh that later was called Pioneer Cemetery.  At the time ministers were few 

and far between but somehow they had heard there was a “preacher” about sixteen or so miles to the east in Clarke 

Twp and went in search of him. 

“ The nearest minister was in Clarke Twp and he was sent for.  Mrs. Henery was buried on a little hill beside the 

lake. “ - Memoirs of Elder Thomas Henry 

Thomas Henry (son of Mrs. John Henery) did not name the minister, but the only known person in Clarke Twp in 

1816 who would have fit the bill was the Baptist Deacon John Every. 

The censuses of Clarke Twp indicate that John‟s wife Catharine probably died in 1820/21 and his daughter Abi-

gail, born in New York State in 1796, was married to Aaron Fox Bebee of Hope Twp about that time.  The Bebee 

family maintain they lived for a time at Bond Head and in the Bond Head Cemetery is a gravestone in memory of 

two of their daughters, Cythyann who died in 1822 at seven months of age and Jane M who died in 1827 at one 

year of age.  John and his wife Catharine are also known to have had three sons: Richard born in 1800/01; Edward 

born in 1803/04 and Joseph born in 1809/10, all presumably in upstate New York.   They may also have had a 

daughter, Margaret Jane, who was described as “of Clarke” when she married Eldridge R Irish of Mariposa Twp 

in 1832. 

John died at Bond Head on 08 September 1828 at the age of 71 years, his daughter Hannah, wife of Asa E Wal-

bridge of Newcastle, died ten years later in 1838 age 48 years and his daughter Abigail, wife of Aaron Fox Bebee, 

died in Hope Twp on Oct 25 1887, age 91 years. What happened to his sons is not known, but they are presumed 

to have all left Clarke Twp sometime prior to 1850. The lineage of John Every is represented in 2006 by the Ad-

ams family of the Lakeshore Rd., Clarke; Francis Jose of Bond Head/Newcastle; Mrs. Gerald Gibson of the 3rd 

Concession Clarke and James Stephenson of Clarke 



Page 6 

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society Newsletter 

WILLIAM & CHARLES ALLIN 

William and his twin brother Charles were born 27 June 1827 in Devonshire England to Richard Allin the fourth 

and his wife Anne Brimacombe. In 1844, with their parents and siblings (and numerous other Allin relatives) 

they  emigrated to Canada and settled in Darlington Twp near the Darlington/Clarke boundary.  In 1852 William 

married JANE BLACKBURN, a daughter of William Blackburn of Clarke Twp and his wife Elizabeth Carter and 

in the same year Charles married Jane‟s cousin, ELEANOR BLACKBURN, a daughter of James Blackburn Jr and 

his wife Sarah Bellwood of Clarke.  Charles and Eleanor had no children, but William and Jane more than made 

up for that as they had twelve known children, all of whom lived to adulthood. 

Richard Brimacombe [1853-1934] married Elizabeth Ann Colwill in 1876; William Charles [1855-1945] married 

Mary Ann Clemence in 1883; John [1857-1935] died unmarried; Henry [1861-1936] married Elizabeth Leighfield 

in 1893; Thomas [1861 1920] married Ellen Sophia Middleton in 1888 and took over his father in law‟s farm on 

the 3rd Concession - it is still held by his descendants; Adah [1863-1949] died unmarried; Dr Ernest[1865-1939] 

married first in 1893 to Edith Emma Rickard and secondly in 1928 to Mary Ethel Stapleton (widow of the New-

castle blacksmith, Wm James Moore); Franklin [1867-1938] married first in 1888 to Mary Carfrae Beman and 

secondly in 1929 to his cousin Evelyn Biette; Norman [1869-1940] was married circa 1904 to Celena Ann 

Ashton; Jane Ann [1871-1950] was married first circa 1910 to James S Walker and later to Will Hawkins; Mary 

Elizabeth [1874-1955] died unmarried; and Mark Albert [1878-1937] married Beatrice Viola Toms in 1916 

William was a farmer and settled on  Lot 27 Concession 02 within a few years of his marriage.  The farm was a 

“Glebe” or Clergy Reserve Lot,  so it was leased from the Church of England for some years before it was pur-

chased.   Possibly about the time William  bought the land he had a two story brick home built on the west side of 

Arthur Street a little to the north of the railway tracks. William and his large family were life long Methodists, but 

his brother Charles wavered at least once in his religious affiliation as he was enumerated in 1861 as an Anglican 

but as a Methodist for every census thereafter. William died in 1889 at the age of 62 and his widow continued on 

the home farm until her death in 1911 at the age of 78.  William‟s homestead was eventually sold out of the family 

but in 2006 the land surrounding it is still worked by his descendants, although it is slated to be developed as a 

subdivision. Charles was a cabinet maker and lived on a two acre parcel of land comprised of village lots 20, 21, 

and 22 on North Street.  His wife Eleanor died in 1894 at the age of 58 and he in 1903 at the age of 75 years.  In 

the last few years of his life Charles lived with the George Joll family of Newcastle. 

Among the many Allin descendants are Glen Allin and his children; Howard Ross Allin and his children; John 

Allin and his children; Mrs. Maurice Pedwell and her children; the children of the late Robert George Allin; Tho-

mas Morley Allin and his children; the children of the late Bill Allin; and the children of the late Stan Allin - all of 

whom are descended from Thomas, the fifth child of William  and Jane. 

 

FRANCIS GIBSON other wise known as “Cap‟n Frank”, was a member of the family of John Gibson Sr of 

County Durham England and Clarke Township Durham County Ontario.  John Sr [1773-1857] and his wife Mary 

Hodgson [1776 1868] came to Clarke about 1833 with their younger unmarried children and were eventually 

joined over the course of the next ten years or so by their married children.  John settled on Lot 34 Concession 03 

and that farm is still held by his descendants, the owners of “Twin Brand Orchards”.  Cap‟n Frank was born in 

1833 in Yorkshire England, the second child of Francis Gibson Sr. [1804-1865] and his wife Mary Luck [1809-

1887].  The elder Francis was the third child of John Gibson Sr. and emigrated to Clarke about 1840 and settled on 

Lot 02 Concession 03. 

In 1855 Cap‟n Frank married SARAH HARNDEN, the daughter of Pliny Harnden of Clarke.  This union made 

Frank a brother in law of his own cousin, John James Robson, who had married Phebe Harnden in 1842. His 

cousin Jane (J J Robson‟s sister) had married Frederick Farncomb of Bond Head in 1852; so Frank the schooner 
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captain, JJ the wharfinger and Fred the customs collector were closely connected to each other by a lot more than 

just their water-front activities.  J J & Phebe had no children, although appear to have more or less raised several 

of Cap‟n Frank‟s large brood.  Born to Frank and Sarah were at least ten children: 

Robert born in 1857/58 who is said to have married a Clare Harnden; Frances born in 1858/59 and married James 

Alonzo Hilts of Pickering Twp in 1881; Edith born in 1860/61; John Harvey born in 1862 and married by 1890 to 

Amy Edgar; Mary born in 1866/67 and married in 1885 to Albert Henry Stilwell, a son of the Newcastle black 

smith Frederick.Stilwell; Ruby born in 1868/69 and married in 1891 to John W Foster of Brookfield Missouri; 

Francis the3rd, born in 1871 and married first to an Elizabeth Gibson and secondly, in 1911, to his cousin Henri-

etta Law, the widow of Alfred Thomas Lake of Newcastle; Phebe Jane born in 1874/75 and married in 1895 to 

Thomas Liddle of Manitoba; Alfred William born circa 1876 and who seems to have died pre 1881; and Dora 

Grace born in 1879 and married by 1901 to a Mr. Brown.  Of this large family, no descendants are known to be 

residents of Clarke Twp in 2006. 

Cap‟n Frank died in Toronto in 1910, aged 77 years - the photograph of him, taken on the waterfront at Bond 

Head circa 1902 would seem to depict a man much older than the 68/69 year old one it does, but a lifetime spent 

on the cold waters of the Great Lakes had perhaps aged him prematurely.  
 

ROBERT CLARK 

Robert Clark was born in Ontario in 1825 to Latham Clark and his wife Louisa Beach.  Pin pointing exactly where 

Robert was born has been difficult because his father shifted his place of residence from Hope to East Whitby to 

Clarke several times between 1823 and  1839.  In 1833 Latham the father sold the land near Raglan in East 

Whitby Twp granted to his father in 1800 as a “Son of a U.E.”and purchased the south 60 acres of Lot 26 Conc 01 

from the Crown; but was recorded as a resident of East Whitby Twp in 1837! However Latham may have been 

living in Clarke Twp with his father in law Lovell Beach in 1825 and was noted as a resident of Clarke Twp in 

1829. 

Robert‟s sister, Mary Aurilla married James Thomas Eddy, a mason of Newcastle in 1851; in the same year his 

sister Clarissa married Samuel Dearborn, a farmer of East Whitby Twp; ten years later his sister Hannah married 

Alexander Barrie of Clarke & Hope Twps, but she died seven months later; about 1866 his sister Martha Elizabeth 

married Simon Baskerville of Newcastle & East Whitby Twp and his brother Latham Jr, a minister of the Chris-

tian Church, married Sarah Moulton of Clarke; in 1868 his brother Wm Smith “of Toronto” married Miss Wil-

liams of Toronto and his brother Thomas married Elizabeth Crossen of Clarke.  Robert himself was twice married, 

first in 1862 to Alice Barrie, a sister of Alexander, but she died in February of 1863 in childbirth; secondly about 

1870 to Charlotte Augusta Welch of Hope, widow of Thomas S. Thompson, by whom he had three children: 

Helen (Lena) born in Newcastle in 1871; Stella born in Newcastle in 1875 and Charles Merkley, born in 1876 in 

Newcastle.  Merkley as he was called, was married about 1907 to Bertha Edith Broad of Prince Edward County, 

the daughter of James Broad and his wife Hannah Catharine Walbridge who was a grand daughter of Asa Elijah 

Walbridge and Hannah Every of Newcastle. 

For much of his working life Robert was not a farmer; he was a builder although he was usually referred to in enu-

merations and the like simply as a carpenter.  By 1866, if not earlier, he and John Pool of Newcastle were in part-

nership as they were the ones contracted with to build the Durham Woolen Manufacturing Company of Newcas-

tle.  That was a big undertaking and they stood to make a lot of money; but the company failed and by 1869 had 

ceased operations and was bankrupt.  The list of receivers indicate “Clark & Pool” were still owed $ 5, 637. 17 - 

in an era when the average labourer made a dollar a day, sometimes less. 



Page 8 

Newcastle Village and District Historical Society Newsletter 

In later years both Robert and his wife went blind and it may have been when his eye sight began to fail that he 

took up farming sometime between the census of 1871 and the census of 1881.  His wife Charlotte Augusta died 

in Newcastle in 1897 and Robert died in Newcastle in 1907 at the age of 82 years. 

His lineage is represented in 2006 in Clarke Twp by the families of Alec Martin, James Lewis Stephenson and 

Mrs. Gerald Gibson (nee Bertha Clark).  

 

OLIVE WILMOT 
By Leslie Wilson 

 

In the past few months I have been asked several times if there were any famous women who lived in or were 

born in Newcastle.  Let‟s just say that other than for some who were known for their cooking or housekeeping 

skills (and in a few cases, their lack there-of) and some who were known for their wonderful gardens;  there were  

not any “famous women” that you would talk about in polite society and definitely not in the presence of small 

children.  Certainly there were none that a young woman of 2006 would willingly choose as a career role model. 

 

But we did have a woman who was known for her beauty and charm.  Olive Wilmot was born 07 Apr 1864 and 

although she usually said she was born in Newcastle, that event took place on the Wilmot homestead of Belmont 

on Lot 32 Conc. 02.  Olive was the fourth of sixth children born to Samuel Wilmot and his wife Helen Matilda 

Clark.  Possibly because she was the youngest daughter she was apparently a bit of a “Daddy‟s girl”, or perhaps it 

was because she was just so darned pretty and charming. 

That she was also head strong only adds a bit of spice to her life story. 

 

When she was seventeen Olive dashed the hopes of all the local boys when she married the twenty seven year old 

Henry Romain Winans, a respectable merchant of Cobourg.  Local gossip described him as a  bounder from Eng-

land; but he was born in Ontario and there seems to be no justification (other than perhaps envy) for labeling him 

as a bounder. 

The marriage did not last and whether it ended in divorce or annulment is not known to me.  Olive then went to 

the United States with Alice Lovekin, apparently to study to be nurses. The village gossip says Olive later married 

a widowed US doctor but he died within a few years. 

 

Before the nineteenth century came to a close a very wealthy American gentleman laid eyes on Olive and was 

smitten.  He was more than old enough to be her father, but reputedly using his attorney as a sort of go between 

cum marriage broker, he won the hand of the fair Olive Wilmot.  Unfortunately it seems the attorney also became 

a bit too 

smitten with her as well.   In 1903, as was their usual practice, Olive 

and her wealthy old husband (with attorney in tow) came in their private Pullman car to spend the summer in 

Newcastle at “Chestayne”, the house they had purchased in Newcastle for that use.  In the late morning of the 19th 

of June, Olive and the attorney were together in the drawing room of “ Chestayne”.  They closed the doors and 

while the servants could hear a nasty argument, they were reluctant to interfere. Shortly they heard a loud crash 

and the attorney threw open the doors and shouted for them to call a doctor.   But it was too late, Olive was 

dead.  Whether it was out and out murder; involuntary manslaughter or an unfortunate accident no one alive today 

knows for sure. 

 

How beautiful was Olive?  I leave that for you to judge.  In her memory two windows were commissioned from 

the Tiffany Studios in New York City and installed in St George‟s Anglican Church in Newcastle.  Pay a visit 

some day and look at the one above the altar (during our July 01 2006 Village Walking Tours would be a good 

time).  The face of Mary Magdalene at the feet of Jesus is that of Olive Wilmot. 
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The Fate of Ariadne 

By Leslie Wilson 

When the name Ariadne is spoken of in Newcastle it is usually associated with a 19th century hotel or a schooner 

who called Newcastle her home port.  Some years ago now an anchor was pulled up out of the waters off the 

beach at Bond Head and speculation ran high as to whether or not it had once belonged to the schooner 

Ariadne.  It might have, but don't go looking off Bond Head for her remains.  Who would have thought that the 

circumstances and final resting place of the schooner Ariadne would be turned up, 120 years after her demise, in 

the state of Maryland of all places.  Oh, the marvels of computers and Google! 

1886 Dec 02 SHIPWRECK 

The Canadian schooner  Ariadne of Newcastle went down in a gale off Mexico Bay, Lake Ontario, some six miles 

or so north of the Big   Sandy Life Boat Station, in northern New York State.  She had on board a crew of six men 

- three were lost, the captain being washed overboard and   drowned and two others, the mate and one seaman, 

perished from hypothermia. 

The investigation into the incident classed her as a vessel registered for one   hundred and thirty-eight tons; owned 

jointly by her captain, Hugh McKay, and his father, Sutherland McKay, who acted as mate.  She was engaged in 

the   Lake Ontario trade, and on this (her last) voyage was from South Bay [Prince Edward County Ontario], on 

the Canadian Shore, with a cargo of ten   thousand bushels of barley consigned to parties in Oswego, N.Y. 

Before they left for home, the surviving crew of The Ariadne thanked the life-boat crew   who had saved them.  

"To the captain of the life-boat and the gallant crew at Big Sandy:  "We can not help paying a little tribute to the 

great bravery   and courage which you showed in your gallant behavior when saving us from the terrible wreck of 

the Ariadne of New Castle. We can not express our   feelings of gratitude to you and your gallant crew. To you 

alone next to Almighty God, we three owe our lives.  If ever courage and. bravery were exercised,   it were on the 

2d of December, 1886, when you and your gallant crew  saved  us  from  a dreadful  state on  the schoo-

ner  Ariadne,  running the greatest risk   of your own lives,   and for-ever setting all brave men as an example 

which can never be surpassed.    The life-saving crews of the United States of America   have often showed great 

bravery, and depend on it, if a life-long gratitude could repay a part of  the debt we owe to you and your crew we 

will think   ourselves very fortunate.     May God never fail to shower blessings  on your heads. is the sincere wish 

of "Maurice Young, "Edward Mulligan, "Thomas   Cox."  

source:- Shipwreck of the Canadian Schooner, Ariadne, Mexico Bay, Lake Ontario NY,1887Annual Report of the 

United States Life-Saving Service - Ocean City Life-Saving   Station Museum, Showplace of Ocean City , Mary-

land  

   

This was the era when „Captain Frank” Gibson of Newcastle/Bond Head was associated with the Ariadne, how-

ever the paper trail concerning   her has yet to yield anything saying Francis Gibson ever owned her.  That he was 

her usual captain during the normal “sailing season” there is   no doubt.  One is therefore left to wonder if the 

Ariadne’s owners had asked Capt Frank to sail her to Oswego late in November of 1886, but   knowing the Lake 

as he did, told them what they could do with their winter sailing.  Whatever the case, Captain Frank died an old 

man on dry land - the   McKays and the Ariadne met a premature end during a winter storm on Lake Ontario in 

December of 1886  
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Parade- Ross Allin & Jim Barnes- Ross Allin pro-

vided these photos.  Ross and Jim Barnes worked 
for R.B. Rickard Plumbing and Heating in 1956- 
They made these "tin men" out of stove pipes and 
other metal parts at the shop.  Both Ross and Jim 
walked in the parade in these tin outfits.  Ross 
said "they were very hot and weren't that flexi-
ble".  Jim quit about half way through but Ross 
finished the parade in the outfit.  After the parade 
the tin men were brought back to the shop, disas-
sembled and the pieces were re-used for their 
original purposes. 

1922 Construction Crew- This was the crew of 
masons that worked on building the Community 
Hall in 1922. 

Post Card Newcastle Unknown House (Postcard from Betty 

Stapleton)- This is a postcard of a house in Newcastle with 
some folks out front.  There is no indication on the card where 
this house is or who the people are.  Anyone know? 

CPR front- (Photo of Postcard from Sanford Haskill). This is 
an excellent photo of the front of the CPR station.  This will be 
in our historical booklet with a nice photo of the GTR/CNR 
station too. 

King St. Newcastle about 1922 


